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THE IRISH CRISIS OF 1879-80. 



GENERAL KEPORT. 



TuE Mansion House Eclief Committee was honoured by being entrusted avSSu^ 
with the largest share of the magnificent funds which the charity of friendly ■ ^ 
nations poured into Ireland during the last winter and spring, to stop the path of 
famine. Sums to the amount of £181,330 5s. Sd. were subscribed upon its 
appeals, and were distributed in more or less degree among 512,625 people, 
through the agency of 840 Sub-Committees. It was a great and onerous trust. 
It is due to those who, from the depths of remote continents, proifered their 
money unquestioningly at the first cry of want; it is due also to those 
who took the responsibility of standing as almoners between those distant 
benefactors and a population on the verge of famine — that, in rendering 
this final account of our stewardship, we should place on permanent record the 
circumstances which extorted our appeals to the charity of the world, the area 
and quality of the distress to which that charity was applied, the manner in 
which it was administered, the precautions by which it was guarded against 
partiality or imposition, and the blessed results which, under the favour of 
Divine Providence, have delivered Ireland from a ghastly period of suffering 
and death. Heretofore the reports of committees like this have been the 
melancholy records of efforts either undertaken too late, or, with all their 
noble generosity, undertaken upon too small a scale, to do more than palliate 
the horrors of almost unbridled pestilence and famine. We share with the 
other great charitable organizations of 1880 the satisfaction of believing that 
now, for the first time in a history painfully fruitful of famine precedents, a 
crisis which rendered 500,000 of the population foodless paupers has 
been grappled with and got under by the almost unaided arm of private 
benevolence. This has not been achieved without a terrible ordeal of suspense 
and suffering, during which thousands of lives hung upon the hazard of a 
weekly alms. The fearful imminence of the danger, while the recollection of 
it will always fill Irish hearts with gratitude to their deliverers, attaches a 
peculiar interest to the history of the extraordinary outburst of human 
sympathy, without limit of race, or creed, or distance, by ^hich the force of 
the calamity was broken. 

B 



tPdUtOM 



2 GENERAL EEPl.>ET. 

CAUSES OF THE MOVEMENT. 

The coD'lition of IrelauJ, when the harvest of 1879 lay rnined, was of a 
character to dismay men of cool aud moderate judgment. When the memory 
of facts has become less sharp, it will not be easy to realise by what an 
accumulation of old and new misfortunes a country of much natural fertility, 
inhabited by only 5,362,000 people over a cultivable area of at least 
16,000,000 acres, was, towards the dose of the nineteenth century, reduced 
by the mischances of three seasons to solicit the bread of charity for its 
people. It was, indeed, a crushing, and we may hope an altogether exceptional 
load of disaster, smiting every specie? of industry simultaneously. The tiller, 
the grazier, the commercial man, suffereil alike under the blow. Bad seasons 
alone had destroyed £20,000,000 worth of crops within three years. In the 
single item of potatoes — still the staple food of the peasantry — the small 
cultivators had lost £11,570,000 upon the average value of the crop within 
the period, or £21,199,000 compared with a favourable year like 1876.* The 
liEGiSTUAR-GKSERALestimatedtheentirevalueof the crop of 1879 at£3,341,000, 
a^^aiust an average value of £9,251,000. Airriculiure of most other kinds had 
I>een steadily dwindling down ; 519,807 acres out of a total tillage area of 
5,500,000 acres had gone out of cullivaiiou in ten years. The wheat culture 
was ruined. '' In 1816, when this country Lad eight millions and a half of 
population, we were exporting £6,000,000 worth of cereals ; in 1879 we had 
to import over £8,000,000 worth of the same produce to feed a population 
one-third less than it was then.*' f The breadth of land even under oats had 
\Sa^^ declined by 320,000 acres, and the yield, from 21,125,552 cwts. in 1870, had 
sunk to 15,532.628 cwts. in 18794 50*2 per cent, of the entire surface of the 
country, and two-thirds of its wealth, were devoted to the raising of cattle ; and 
the cheap transatlantic freights and the startling growth of the American live 
cattle trade had for the moment driven Irish cattle from the markets unsale- 
al)le. At the great fair of Ballinasloe in 1878 there were 52,597 sheep sold, 
and 6,378 unsold ; in 1879, there were 29,777 sold at a depreciation of £1 10«. 
])er head of ewes, and 15, 186 unsaleable upon any terms. At the Banagher fair, 
in 1878, there were 17,000 sheep sold, and 1,550 unsold ; in 1879, there were 
2,900 sold at a loss, and 13,091 unsold. In the opinion of moderate and com- 
j)etent judges, £15,000,000 would not fully represent the depreciation in Irish 
stock during the year. L'ish butter proved to be as ruinous a speculation as 
Irish stock and produce. The deep-seated depression in English trade had not 
merely reacted on the towns and paralysed commercial enterprise. It had 
dealt a fearful blow at the Irish butter trade by all but destroying the demand 
or turning it into foreign channels. By the double agency of lessened 

• ThiH iH clearly deinonRtratcd from official statiHtics in Dr. W. Neilson Hancock's 
rnpcrM on Ireland, 1H80, p. 10. See also Dr. Skjehson s Final Report, utfra, 

t Debute in Dublin Cori)oration, October 8, 1879. 

X Agricultural Stutiiiticu of Iivbuid for 1871). p. 12. 



FIRST SYMPTOMS OF DISTKESS. 3 

production and falling prices, the Cork Butter Market alone sustained a dead 
loss of £308,000 on the season's operations, and the Tipperary Market a loss 
of £140,000 more. 

Even before autumn revealed the ruin of the crops of 1879, a crv of ^""^^^T?!: 

t y J sure or Du 

suflfering akin to panic ran through the agricultural classes, and was re-echoed ^'^^ 
in Parliament and in the Press by those who were most conversant with 
their condition. The first outlet of relief sought was an abatement of rents. 
Memorials, public meetings, and resolutions of Boards of Guardians appealed 
to the forbearance of landlords (and did not appeal in vain) upon the 
unvarying plea that the losses of two disastrous seasons, the depreciation of 
their stock and produce, and the stress of American competition had pressed 
the farmers to the earth. The Catholic clergy, assembled in their several 
deaneries, verified and reiterated the appeal. As early as June the 16th the 
clergy of the Catholic diocese of Galway put forth a declaration ** from an 
intimate knowledge of the wants of our people," that **the present dire 
distress has not been equalled since the famine years.*' '* Most humbly and 
respectfully do we implore of those in whose hands are placed the very lives 
of these poor people,*' said the clergy of the deanery of Cahirciveen about the 
same time **to come forward promptly and effectively to their relief." Eighty- 
seven traders of Cahirciveen publisbed a declaration that **not since the 
dreadful fumine years has the position of the farming class reached so low a 
level. Unable, as a rule, to meet liabilities already incurred, our forbearance 
saves numbers of them from total ruin." The clergy of Ossory, on the 
3rd of July, called on the Government **to apply an efficacious and imme- 
diate remedy ; otherwise the country will bo exposed to a renewal of the 
horrors of the famine years.*' From Tralee, Killaloe, Dungarvan, Achonry, 
Cloyne, Tuam, and Boss, the cruel truth of the farmers* representations was 
no less unequivocally endorsed. It was not disputed : it was confessed, and 
even in many instances anticipated by the large, and often wholly spontaneous 
concessions of a considerable number of landlords, whose remissions of rent, otR^^^^* 
ranging from 10 per cent, to a whole half-year's, began to fill a daily column 
in the newspapers from the commencement of June. The fear, however, that 
the crisis would outrun the power of private liberality, was already sinking 
into the public mind. On the 28th of June, in his place in the House of SSSSjlt' 
Commons, Mr. O'Donnell called the attention of the Government to " the 
resolutions of numerous Boards of Guardians and public bodies, and of the 
Catholic clergy, declaring the inability of the tenantry to pay existing rents in 
the present severe distress," and asked ** whether the Government proposed 
to take any steps to alleviate the existing distress in Ireland ? " The Chief 
Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Lowther) in his reply said : " It is a matter of 
satisfaction to the Irish Government that we have reason to believe the distress 
has not been so acutely felt in Ireland as in other parts of the United 
Kingdom," adding, " with regard to the last paragraph of the honourable 
gentleman's question, if he means by that, whether the Government have any 
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intention of introducing a Bill in Parliament for the reduction of rents la 
Ireland, I may say we Lave no such intention" — a statement which was 
received with ** laughter." The apprehension that the Executive had not 
quite realised the gravity of what wa^ approaching, stimulated several Irish 
members before the breaking up of Parliament to utter impressive warnings 
that, in the words of Mr. Gray, on the 8th of August, ** The condition of 
affairs in Ireland was so grave as to call for the most earnest attention of the 
Government to the duty of devising some means of relief for the starvinfif 
tenantry." 

Things had come to this pass while the growing oat-crops were still reported 
to be luxuriant and before the blight had yet breathed upon the potatoes. It 
was felt that even a bountiful harvest would afford to the peasant farmers no 
barrier against a three years' accumulation of losses ; and it turned out to be 
upon the whole the very worst harvest exiK»rieneed in the present generation. The 
year was the wettest, and the temperature the lowest upon record.* The ripening 
months were simply a dreary procession of cold and broken showers. ** The 
mean temperature of July was 3*9^ below the average of the previous ten years, 
while that of August was 25° below the average." There were 17 wet days 
in August; 22 in September ;.22 in October. During the six months ending 
September 80th, on whose character was to depend the fate of the harvest, 
cold rain fell upon 125 days out of 183 — ** that is to say," says the Eegistrar- 
General — *' on two out of every three days." Notwithstanding the deplorable 
evidence of the weather, and the reports of blighted potato-fields, and inundated 
river- valleys, and rotting corn, which came fast and thick from every part of the 
country early in September, an impression in some manner gained ground among 
certain of the wealthier classes tliat either the alarm about the harvest was 
unreal, or that the extent of the damage to the crops was grossly exaggerated. 
to^SSSf. Many benevolent persons at first suffered under the apprehension that 
"*** the reports of a deficient harvest were simply forged to suit the purposes of 
political agitation, or to defraud the landlords of their rents, nnd that the fear 
of an absolute dearth of food was altogether chimerical. Incredulity of this 
description has been at all times in Ireland a clog upon the efforts of those 
who would open the eyes of the Government to the premonitory symptoms of 
distress, and has too often succeeded in creating a spirit of lethargy and 
suepicion which nothing short of the death-cries of a population in the pangs 
of famine could remove. A- speaker was on his legs denying the existence of 
distress in Newry at the commencement of the Great Famine, when word was 
brought in that a man had just fallen dead of hunger on the streets ;t and it 
was remarked, that, throughout that time of horrors, official persons chose 
every mincing term in the dictionary, except *' famine," to describe the power 
which was slaying miserable victims around them by the thousand. We 
shpll presently see how serious an impediment to charitable effort was this 

*Dr. MooiiK's " AI(»teorological Report," I. A. S., p. 19. 
t Father OllonKE's ** History of the Great Famine." 
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dead-weight of cynical unbelief, which, beginning by deriding the testimony 
of public speakers and newspaper writers, was no less stubborn when that 
testimony came to be solemnly endorsed by 1,401 Catholic Priests, 835 
Protestant Clergymen, 722 Justices of tho Peace, 503 Medical Officers, 
977 Poor-Law Guardians, and the 6,171 other Members of the Local Relief 
Committees. Not the least evil of thus discrediting the moderate testimony 
of those who are versed in the affairs of the people is that the very exaggeration 
which is deprecated is directly encouraged ; and men who, to a sympathetic 
hearer, would speak under the responsibility of weighing well their words, 
are sometimes driven into loose or heated statements in the hope of gaining 
an audience for truths which they have a burning interest in making known ; 
the result commonly being to increase the suspicions and confuse the facts 
on both sides. 

About the main facts of the condition pf Ireland when the harvest was ujffj^i^ 
gathered, however, there was no longer room for confusion. The harvest was 
the worst since the famine years. Two-thirds of the potato-crop were rotted and 
gone, and the 250,000 people, to whom it was the staff of life, would, by the 
beginning of the new year, be without food or the means of buying it ; 
500,000 people more stood upon the verge of ruin. A gloomy foreboding 
settled down upon the people's hearts. Some vague sense of drifting towards 
an abyss took possession of them. The portents which preceded the Great 
Famine seemed to be slowly reproducing themselves ; cries of warning, 
incredulity, reproaches, delays, unpreparedness, and all the while the spectre 
of a foodless winter drawing nearer. A famine like that of the winter of 1846 
no sane man expected in the winter of 1879, no more than those who raised 
the alarm in 1815 anticipated so horrible an extent of calamity a year after- 
guards. But that men did not exaggerate when they proclaimed that a 
calamity, comparable to nothing since the famine years, had overtaken the 
country, and, that as far as human foresight went, there was as much to dismay 
a thoughtful Irishman, looking abroad over his country, in the autumn of 
1879 as in the autumn of 1845, and more, we shall make abundantly clear by 
tho official figures. The three substantial guarantees against any wholesale ^S'i?«** 
reproduction of the scenes of the Great Famine were, that the population was 
less, that Indian meal was to be bought in any quantity at moderate prices, 
and that a considerable part of the agricultural classes had raised themselves 
above the condition of absolute dependence on the potato. An advantage 
that, perhaps, counted for still more, was a Government which accepted the 
responsibility for the lives of the people, and, behind that Government, an 
active and organised public opinion, prompt to discern danger, eager in its 
criticisms, constant in its admonitions to officials, and commanding, by 
the medium of the telegraph, an instant influence over the sympathy -and 
assistance of nations at opposite ends of the globe. 

Upon the other hand, the Irish problem, in the 'autumn of 1879, was £S*,4Vm** 
beset with perplexities which were altogether absent in 1845. The one all- •'^^•'^ 
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embracing misfortune of the famine years was the faihire of the potato-ciop. 
The grain-crops of 1845 and 1816 were favourable, even abundant ; and, until 
the al)rogation of the duty on foreign corn had a monopoly of the markets. 
The winds and rains of 1879 not alone destroyed 2,500,000 tons of potatoes, 
they wrought a deficiency of 800,000 cwts. of wheat (four-ninths of the fair 
produce), 5,000,000 cwts. of oats, and 1,500,000 tons of turnips. That is to 
say, according to the Chancellor of the Exchequer s official computation in 
the House of Commons, the Irish farmers had suffered a dead loss under all 
heads by the years' tillage alone of £10,000,000 sterling* — being more than 
the total loss in 1816, and being ** nearly equal to the whole valuation of tlie 
land of Ireland, exclusive of buildings/' t Remember that this blow descended 
up3n a class who had already lost £1,671,000 worth of potatoes alone the 
year before, and £3,983,003 worth the year before that ; whose cattle had been 
depreciated in value by at least £15,000,003 in a single year ; whose butter 
trade had sustained a loss of at least £700,000; who had drawn £3,699,000 
of their savings out of banks to stop the gap J within the same period; and 
whose losses in the matter of potatoes alone in the three years equalled in the 
aggregate the whole estimated losses when the famine of 184t> was at its 
[sfortuncB '^^^s'^^- ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ represent the depth of tlie calamity Two classes of 
^^JJj**** losers have to be carefully distinguished from one another — the class who 
hardly suffered directly at all in 1845-47, and the class who, to the kind of 
losses incidental to those years, added new ones no less crushing. True, the 
large farmer class had grown larger and wealthier since 1845 ; 70 per cent of the 
small holdings had been consjlidated with that object in the meantime ; but, 
whereas that class remained in almost undiminished affluence after the potato 
failure of 1815, and stood as bulwarks of employment and charity amon^ 
their famine- stricken couutrymj^n, it was they who now reeled under tho 
heaviest pecuniary (although not the most immediately vital) losses ; whose 
capital had been for throe seasons running out by millions to pay rents which 
were not earned, and cover losses extenling over every branch of their business; 
who were feeding cattle at a loss, raising dairy produce at a loss ; and whose 
veiy existence was threatened if the gigantic competition of America should 
go on increasing. These men were themselves above the dread of hunger, if 
it should come to the worst, for a season or two more, but their resources were 
gone, their courage crushed ; th.y had cut down their expenditure to the point 
tiowere of much pcrsoual privation ; as an employing class they w^ere for the moment 
SS^Kg" effaced, and the 90,003 or 100,000 agricultural labourers who looked up to 
them for employment became suddenly aware that there was no employment 
to be had upon any terms wherever they turned their despairing eyes. Thus, 
even in favoured districts, removed from the traditional area of distress, there 

* The estimated value of the Irish crops had (iccreascd from £32,758,000 in 1878 to 
£22.743,000 in 1»71:) — and 1878 was itself a year of disaster, 
t Dr. Neilson IIan'COCk's Papers on Ireland. 
X Statistics on Savings in lrelan<l, 188<). 
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arose tbe double phenomenon of a farmin*^ class paralyzed by losses and the 
fear of further losses, and a landless labouring population huddled together 
iu the towns, without the sm illest prospect of subsistence. 

And if this was the condition of those parts of the country emancipated ^^|2J **" 
from dependence upon the potato- crop, let us now try to realize to what a con- *■•"»«* 
dition those vast tracts along the •western seaboard had sunk, to which the 
potato-crop was still the vital condition of existence, when that crop lay miser- 
ably rotting in the fields and pits. To say that the farmers lost i^8,000,000 
by the potato-crop of 1879 as compared with a good year like 1876, or that 
they lost £20,000,000 on that head alone in three years, conveys no ade- 
quate measure of the disaster unless we remember that proportionately tbe 
overwhelming preponderance of that loss fell upon the shoulders not of the upon whom 
wealthier class of large farmers, with whom the potato was an altogether sub- ^^^^ 
sidiaiy ar:icle of produce, but upon the small holders, to whom it was the prop 
and mainstay of existence. To understand this, let us look a little more 
closely at the fiojures. The immense county of Donegal, which has an area 
of 585,000 nominally cultivable acres (mostly mountain grazing lands) against 
564,000 acres of unproductive bogs and barren mountains, lakes, rivers, roads, 
and fences, had 47,734 acres under potatoes in 1879, with 31,485 occupiers 
and their families to be fed thereon. The county of Kildare, with 355,936 
cultivable acres to less than 40,000 worthless ones, devoted only 8,764 acres 
to potatoes, and had only 8,948 occupiers, of whom 4,095 held above fifteen 
acres a-piece.* Again contrast the case of the unhappy county of Mayo, 
1,318,129 acres iu extent, valued in all at £314,302, with the rich county of 
Meath with little more than a third the area (578,247 acres) valued at nearly 
double that figure (£544,883) ; the one with 44 per cent, of its surface a 
barren wilderness, the other with 1*9 per cent, of bog and marsh, and '0 per 
cent, of barren mountain land ; the one having to sustain 37,027 families of 
occupiers out of its poverty, the other only 11,730 comparatively flourishing 
occupiers of the richest lands in the island. Mayo staked 58,067 acres of 
potatoes upon the chances of the harvest ; Meath only 12,069. That is to say, 
three-fourths of the destruction of the potato-crop fell upon the counties of 
the western coast, which were both the poorest and the most vitally dependent 
upon it ; upon a race of small farmers, moreover, whose store-cattle had lain 
upon their hands as so many useless food-consumers; who were, therefore, pro- 
portionately as severe losers in this respect also as the graziers ; wh(», in two of 
the poorest counties of Counaught alone, had lost £250,000t of English wages, 
and within about fifty of the poorest parishes in those counties had lost 
£50,000 more by the collapse of the kelp trade. At the same time it became 
known, to the horror of the public, into what a condition of life this avalanche 
of misfortunes had already sunk some 50,000 of those cottier- tenants ; driven, 
for the most part, by the events which followed the Great Famine from the more 

*Agriciiltural Statistics, p. 34. 
Dr. Neilson Hanxock's Paper on Irish Migratory Labourers. 
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fertile tracts into the waste bo<i[lands and the crevices of the rocky seaboard, 
and Wei lighted with considerable rents even here: snpportiug life upon the food 
of auiiuals in dwellin;^s to which civilized communities would not consign 
their dogs ; able to <^ow little except potatoes on their sterile patches ; forced 
to put down year after year the same constantly deteriorating race of seed 
upon the same worn and exhausted soil ; wrestling, season after season, with 
hunger ; feeding half the year uj>on p^itatoes, and lying at the mercy of small 
dealers to tide them over the remaining six mouths with advances of Indian 
meal upon whatever te: ms of credit they chose to dictate ; forced to borrow 
more, and able to repay less after each of these three last calamitous seasons, 
and now at last beaten to the very brink of the gulf, without food, money, or 
credit. 

The discovery of the univers:il extinction of credit it was which precipi- 
tated the crisis. Famine had been stiivcvl off from January to August, 1879, 
by almost desperate credit. Two food-dealers alone in the little town of 
Castlerea bad £40,000 due to them by the peasants, although they had 
only been r<;paid 15 per cent, of the previous year's ere Jits.* Advances to the 
amount of tl4,000 were totted up in the traders* books in the poor village of 
Ougliterard, the valuiition of the entire Union in which it is situated being 
only 1*11,H1)7. liut the credit of peasantry and shopkeepers alike had now 
toiKilu'd bott'ini. The remnant of tlis pjtiito harvest once eaten out, nothing 
Htood b<;tw<;en the western peasants and a:i unspeakable fate — nothing, 
execpt the power of the State or the charity of thj world. Still auotlier ter- 
rible nieniiee— one which Sir Stafford Xouthcote, in his speech at the Dublin 
Mansion House, on October Dth, anticipated would turn out to be the most 
H(!riouH (if all was the prospect of a fuel famine; the peat, which alone can 
be burned in the cabins of the western peasantry, having lain for months, even 
to the verge of winter, at the mouths of the cuttings in the bogs drenched 
through with moisture. 

FOUNDATION OF THE COMMITTEE. 

The HUinniary of the situation, then, in the autumn of 1879, was this: — 
that, if the landlords and the shopkeepers, themselves sorely pressed, chose 
to exercise their legal ris^ht of seizing upon the harvest in satisfaction of their 
d(;bts, all the conditions of wholesale famine were at hand ; that, considering 
the Hacriiices to which the forbearance of both these classes had already sub- 
n)itted, and the solemn sense of brotherhood in misfortune which had come over 
ncjarly the entire community, this was happily an improbable contingency ; but 
that even if the landlords should (as they afterwards did) forego several mil- 
lions of rent, and the shopkeepers several millions of debt due to them, there 

* This apparently incredible fact, which was fii-st stated in the Freeman's Journal, was 
afterwards verified by the special correspondtnt of the Dailf/ Xewa, and by Professor 
Baldwin, Assistant Commissioner to the Koyal Agricultural Couimission, who inspected 
the books. 
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would still remain, beside 100,000 of the pauper labouring class, immense 
tracts along the entire western c<.ast from Donegal to Cork, where ihe popula- 
tion were drifting straight into the horrors of a famine. It followed that, 
although no moderate thinker could apprehend that the approaching winter 
would see the country desolated to anything hke the extent of 1846 and 1847, 
the premonitory condiuons were in almost every respect moie depressing than 
those of 1845,* and that an equal disregard of those conditions now would 
produce in the following years a still more terrible calamity than that which 
followed the blundering apathy and vain warnings of 1845. 

Long before the Mansion House Committee was formed, most of the men chaSty^.*** 
who afterwards contributed to establish it foresaw that such a movement was'*™***^^^' 
inevitable. It was for three reasons deferrtd to the last moment to which it 
could be safely deferred. In the first place, the landlords having remitted 
(as is calculated) at least ii3, 000,000 of rents, and the traders having almost 
nowhere attempted to exact their accounts by force of law, the potato harvest, 
such as it was, might be trusted to keep the people alive until about the 
opening of the new year, while a few weeks pi evidential dry »yarmth in October 
turned a considerable portion of the sodden peat into fuel, and so to a great 
extent dissolved anxiety on that score. In the second place, the persistence 
with which in some quarters the harvest was still asserted to be an average 
one, and the distress decried as partly or even wholly an imposture, as well 
as perhaps the exaggerations into which the sense that their danger was 
ignored or made light of threw the panic-stricken people, disposed many to 
wait until the course of events should reveal the precise character of the crisis 
in a way that would put all further controversy on the subject to silence. 
Above all, it was felt that not alone would such charitable funds as we had Peeling that 

' a ^ ational 

any right to count upon be in all probability inadequate to the emergency, ih^SSfb?^® 
but that private charity, even if it could be made a principal means of coping Se National 
with a widespread national calamity, would both breed the vices of mendicancy 
among the people and absolve the State from what was generally conceived 
to be the duty of meeting a national catastrophe out of the national funds. 
The Central Belief Committee, analogous to our own, which was founded 
in Dublin in the years of the Great Famine, was only able to collect 
£'83,934 lis. lid., of which i--20,000 was granted from a British charitable 
trganization ; and it was conceded that if the descriptions of the impending 
distress were not wicked fictions, it would take a million of money even 
to appease the pangs of hunger wiih the coarsest and scantiest food. Nobody 
dared to anticipate the golden tide of charity which the first cry of destitution, 
received with coldness and suspicion nearer home, set flowing from two mighty 
young nations at the furthermost ends of the globe. Nobody had the right 
to anticipate it. The country had been already at least twice in this century 
paraded before the world as an object of charity. The world had most nobly 

♦ Dr. Hakcock's Papers on Ireland, p. 9. 
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poured balsam into its wounds. The kindly burst of S3'mpatb y from our kitU 
beyond the seas, the ready pledge of brotherhood from generous strangers all 
the world over, had brought no bitterness and had lefl no memories but those 
of gratitude and love. Nevertheless, there was a cert.iin pang of humiliation 
and shame in the thought of appealing for the alms of distant nations before 
any sufficient attempt was made to utilise the resources of our own. The 
country was suffering deeply in every part, dangerously in some parts. But 
it was not bankrupt. It had reserves of capital. The unappropriated surplus 
of the Church Temporalities Fund represented a sum of i-5,000,000 of Irish 
money, specially dedicated to extraordinary Irish needs. The country formed 
part of the wealthiest empire in the world. The self-respect of the people 
^^UJ* themselves revolted against the idea of national mendicancy. ** Work, not 
alms,'* was the burden of the cry which resounded through the country all the 
autumn and winter from public meetings, Boards of Guardians, and assem- 
blages of the Catholic clergy. A meeting of the Irish Catholic Hierarchy, held 
on the 14th of October, deputed four prelates of their body — the Archbishops of 
Armagh and Dublin, and the Bishops of Elphin and Clonfert — to wait upon 
the Lord Lieutenant, at Dublin Castle, in orde»to urge upon his Grace that 
a prompt system of employment upon useful public works was the main 
requirement of the time. The Corporation of Dublin, with only one dissentient, 
adopted a resolution on the 30th of October, on the modon of Mr. Gray, 
pressing the Government to make timely provision for the approaching 
emergency, and declaring : ** That in the opinion of this Council the best 
means of discharging this primary duty of Government without pauper- 
ising and demoralizing large numbers of the industrial popuhtion of tJio 
kingdom, is by the prompt institution, on an adequate scale, of re- 
productive works by which employment would be provided for the people.** 
Seventy Irish members of Parliament signed a memorial to the Earl op 
Beaconsfield, the Prime Minister, in which they most earnestly urged 
upon the Government, through him, the necessity of taking immediate steps 
to prevent or mitigate as far as possible the threatened calamity. "We 
believe," said the memorialists, ** that this can be best done by affording 
assistance to works of a permanent and useful ch -racter. Promptness is 
absolutely necessary, as delay will only result as on former occasions in ill- 
considered and unproductive expenditure. If the law does not give the 
Government power to meet the emergency we would urge the desirability of 
summoning Parliament for a short winter session." The Marquis of Hamilton 
headed an influential deputation of noblemen and gentlemen of all political 
hues to the Chief Secretary to solicit a loan from the Treasury for the institu- 
tion of a great and useful public work in southern Donegal. In fact, the general 
conviction in Ireland was that j£l, 000,000 advanced out of Irish funds and 
expended either in the autumn or in spring upon a comprehensive and well- 
considered scheme of public works or assisted industry in the more afflicted 
districts, would break the back of the more urgent distress ; that that amount 
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distribnted in wages would practically replace the exhausted credit of the 
peasantry, at least in the article of their humble food ; that, instead of sinking 
under the temptations of organized and recognised beggary, the people would 
spring eagerly at the chance of feeding themselves and pajing their way by 
honest labour; that trade confidence would revive with the circulation ^f 
money in districts from which money had almost disappeared ; and that not 
only would a dangerous emergency have been thus tided over without suflfering 
or demoralization, but that a permanent addition to the producing power of 
the country would have been made, by the extent of land that would have been 
drained and reclaimed, by the railways, roads, and fishery piers that would 
have been constructed in the very districts where those advantages were most 
lamentably wanting, and where the ordinary course of enterprise could never 
have supplied them. A similar course of policy was urged in vain upon the 
Government of Sir Robert Peel in 1845, when famine was preventible, and 
was embraced the next year when famine had become ungovernable. 

In the meantime, evidence was piled upon evidence to show that wide- 
spread distress, and over extensive districts absolute destitution, was ft ^IJJJ?^** 
hand ; and the sense of gloom and uneasiness grew deeper. The Catholic »^**°°"®' 
Clergy of tlie diocese of Clogher, comprising the Priests of Monaghan and of 
large districts of Fermanagh, Tyrone, Donegal, and Louth, came to a 
remarkable resolution, "commending the melancholy state of the country to 
the consideration of our rulers, who are bound to look to us, and calling on 
the Irish Members of Parliament to force our condition on Uie attention of 
the Government before it is too late." The Bishop and Priests of the diocese 
of Kilmore, in a declaration published on the 16th of October, snoke of it as 
*' a question which we know to be one of life or death to many persons," and 
— speaking of the labouring population of a district which was supposed to be 
one of the most comfortable in Ireland — '* without money, without credit, and 
without work, they must, if not soon and generously aided, become the victims 
of famine, pestilence, and death." The Government, meanwhile, maintained i^*2Stud« 
an attitude of watchful reserve. They undertook the responsibility of dealing ooTenuneni 
with the emergency as it arose. A popular impression ran abroad that they 
were not fully persuaded of the reality of the danger, and that their distrust, 
as well as perhaps the feelings engendered by an intense agrarian agitation in 
Ireland, had communicated an equal degree of incredulity in England. The 
Tim^s announced on the 17th of September — ** There is the best reason for 
believing that the losses of the Irish farmer have been trifling compared with 
those of the English farmer. Food has been and is everywhere cheap and 
plentiful." On the 27th of September, wrote the Daily Telegraph — *' The 
harvest in Ireland has not turned out badly on the whole, for the rains that 
have deluged England, have more or less avoided the sister island, where the 
cmount of moisture has not much exceeded the usual average."* The Lord 

* Dr. Moore's Official Rotums show that there were 22 rainy days in that month in 
Ii eland. * 
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Lieutenant, in his speech, at the Xewry Cattle Show Banquet, on the 17th 
of August, had described the occasion as one ** marked by very great com- 
mercial, and, to a certain extent, ngricultual depression ; '* adding, ** I believe 
the agricultural distress which exists in England is far more oppressive and 
far more severe at the present time than it is in Ireland.*' The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer (Sir Staffoud Northcote), speaking at a banquet in the Dublin 
Mansion House on the 9th of October, declared " that there had been a good 
deal of exaggeration of the loss or failure of the harvest in many parts of the 
country,*' and seemed to attach more importance to the prospect of a dearth 
of fuel. Mr. Mitchell Henry, M.P., a Member of the Royal Agricultural 
Commission, stated in public, that the two Assistant Commissioners (Pro- 
fessor Baldwin and Major Robertson), whom the Government had appointed 
to visit the western coast, Imd been ** so horrified with the impending desti- 
tution,** that they had matle a special report to the Government. This was 
some days before the deputation of Bishops went to Dublin Castle to ask for 
pub.ic works. They received a discouraging reply. The Prime Minister was 
unable to find leisure to receive seventy Irish Members of Parliament upon 
, the subject. November passed. Employment had almost vanished. Crowds of 
hungry labourers in Skibbereen, Kiimallock, Dungarvan, Kilkenny, and other 
place?, invaded the workhouses, clamouring for work or food. In the more 
stricken districts the small farmers were actually consuming their seed potatoes. 
The instinct of charity was already stirring. People in the Australian cities 
were straining eagerly for some definite hint of how much was needed, and 
when. Early in December, the Comte de Paris sent A'lO into Connemara. 
Still, earlier, the Bishop of Detroit, U.S., remitted £824 158* to the Arch- 
Bisiiop OF Cashel, as the contribution of his diocese, and a first instalment of 
£200 reached the Bishop of Ross from the diocese of Cleveland, Ohio. On 
the 16th of December, the Lord Mayor of Dublin received a telegram from 
Adelaide, South Australia, inquiring whether assistance was needed, and who 
would receive it ? It was the first act in the history of the Mansion House 
Committee — the first presage of that extraordinary outpouring of sympathy 
which was, in a few months, to fill the coff'ers of this Committee with more 
Australian money than the Central Relief Committee of the Great Famine 
time could collect from the whole world. 
o?MSib^ "^'^^'^ ^^^y^ afterwards the people of England were startled by a letter in 

Kmd* iheTimesoftho 16th December, from Her Grace the Duchess op Marlborough, 
making an eloquent and urgent appeal to English benevolence for the relief 
of distress in Ireland. ** There will bo extremo misery and suflfering," she 
wrote, ** among the poor, owing to the want of employment, loss of turf, loss 
of cattle, and failure of the potatoes, unless a vigorous eflfort of private 
charity is got up to supplement the ordinary system of Poor Law relief." 
** After anxious consideration," Her Grace had decided to form a com- 
mittee of ladies, over which she would herself preside, to take charge 
of whatever funds should be entrusted to her for distribution, and she 
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entreated her couulrymeu of the sister isle "generously to coutribnte to the 
relief of the miserable sufferers by the inclemency of the season which, added 
to the rainy climate and ungenial soil of the West, have well nigh produced a 
f.imine of food and fuel.** Two days subsequently Her Grace solicited the • 
Loud Mayor of London to aid her, impressively adding : **The distress will, 
I fear, be t:rrible this winter unless private benevolence will come to our assist- 
ance.** Her Grace's action, inspired, as it was known to be, by the fullest official 
knowledge of the situation, created a djep impr.3ssion of surprise, and awakened 
a great response in England ; and tin courage with which the Duchess of 
Marlborough initiated her appeal, the zeal with which she prosecuted it, the 
unflagging energy with which she undertook a principal part in the vast opera- 
tions necessitated by the large funds entruc^ted to her, and the spirit of anxious 
sympathy with the people which inspired and sustained her, will always 
remain among the most gracious recollections of these gloomy months. 

It was now evident that no large scheme of public employment was to be pSuo*^ 
looked for ; and that not alone was charity left to be the only weapon against S^^*** 
starvation, but that charity, to be eflfectual at all, must be sought at once. A 
great land-owner like the Hon. Col. King-Harman, M.P., might still declare 
in the Times :* ** I cannot hope, nor dare I write a word to express a belief, 
that the (Duchess of Marlborough's) demand, however well responded to, will 
meet the present crisis,** and might exclaim: ** Allow the worst against us and 
this remains — our people are starving aud are willing to work.*' The Bishop 
of Achonry, aching with the sight of three hundred pallid faces gathered about 
his door on Christmas Eve, beseeching food, might cry out with a terrible 
force : '* We, Irish priests and bishops, are custodians of morality and order. 
It is our duty to counsel peace and preach loyalty. But it is hard to instil 
loyalty or promote peace when there is question of empty stomachs and an 
unsympathetic Government.** But ** our people are starving" was the one 
imperative fact of the moment. Fifteen hundred applicants ** to our horror** 
swarmed into Clifden on the 2ist December to share the £12 10«. which was all 
that the local Relief Committee had to give them. Mr. Mitchell Henry, M.R, 
had " never seen men so changed** as the peasants of the Letter hills ; ** pale, 
thin, bloodless, and without a smile, their condition is absolutely without 
hope.*' It was no longer a time for national punctilio or sighs for what might 
have been. Upon Christmis Eve the citizens of Dublin were summoned ^Sti at 
hurriedly together in the Oak Room of the Mansion House by the then Lord hoi^*""***' 
Mayor (Sir John Barrington) to deliberate upon the situation. A short 
adjournment was found necessary owing to the inconvenience of the day and 
the informal manner in which the meeting had been summoned; in order also 
to arrive at settled opinions whether the charitable movement to be here 
inaugurated was to be an independent organization or should constitute itself 
ancillary to the Ladies* Committee formed by the Duchess of Marlborough ; 

♦ December 25th. 
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whether it should confine its operations to the dangerous distress which was 
gaining head in Dublin itself or extend them to the whole field of Irish misery. 
The adjournment was made still further desirable by the fact of its being the eve 
of the periodical change in the Mayoralty, when the new Lord Mayor, on whose 
responsibility the movement must be carried on, was about to accede to office. 
So strongly did the feeling run even still that private charity could only pur- 
chase off the danger for a time, and that State employment on reproductive works 
was the only thorough-going specific for the crisis, that Mr. V. B. Dillon, Jun., 
and several other gentlemen called on the meeting not to separate without 
addiessing some representation to that purport to the Government. The 
meeting, however, preferred not to embarrass itself before it was well formed 
with a subject which might either have be^n thought to fall outside the strict 
bounds of a charitable movement or have occasioned controversy among men 
who had no controversy as to the existence of dire distress, and the necessity 
of grappling with it promptly. Upon this last point, which was the main 
point, the meeting thought as one man. " I have come up from the West 
within a few days," said Sir Arthur Guinness, M.P., '* and I can say most 
truly that any subscriptions to any amount, however large, that can be obtained 
will be very inadequate to meet the necessities of the case. There are 
hundreds — for all I know, thousands — of families whose supply of potatoes 
has been nearly consumed. Their credit is at an end, and what is to happen 
to these people unless the hand of the charitable comes in to afford relief to 
the starving, I don't know." 
Adjourned "^^^ adjoumed meeting was held on Friday, the 2nd of January, 1880, 

Meetinff -^ ^j^^ Q^j^ Room of tlic Mansiou House, where only the previous day the in- 
coming Lord Mayor of Dublin (the Right Hon. Edmund Dwyer Gray, M.P.) 
had been receiving the congratulations of the citizens on assuming office. 
There was a complete fusion of creeds, ranks, and parties in the attendance. 
The Protestant Archbishop of Dublin (the Most Rjv. Dr. Trench) was present 
to assist at the foundation of a movement in whose operatious for man^ 
months his matured wisdom, hearty sympathy, and conciliatory spirit bore a 
constant and influential part. Tho Catholic Archbishop (the Most Rev. Dr, 
McCabe), who was unavoidably absent, commissioned the Rev. T. J. O'Reilly 
si>ecially to represent him. Tha Consarvativo and Liberal mambers for the Cit^ 
and the University ; numbers of leading Catholic and Protestant clergymen ; 
the ex-Lord Mayor (Sir John Barrington, D.L.) ; the High Sheriff (Sir J. W. 
Mackey) ; the Recorder of Dublin ; members of Parliament, magistrates, and 
other influential persons of every political and religious denomination, minglec 
cordially in a union which has never ouca been broken, even by a division^ 
daring the trying vicissitudes of six anxious months. The Archbishop oi 
DuBUN moved the Lord Mayor into the chair. In doing so, he congratulatec 
them all that the honour and the responsibility of guiding this movement hac 
fallen to one who, they were all conBdent, would bring it to a successful issuj 
That the movement was essentially non-political a-d non-S3ctarian was th( 
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first point emphasized in the short speech of the Lord Mayor. That there 
could by any possibility be a rivalry between it and kindred charitable organi- 
sations he disclaimed in the most distinct way. ** I take it that every man 
who has come here,'* he said, ** recognises in the most ji^rateful spirit the 
gracious and generous manner in which Her Grace the Duchess of Marl- 
BoaouoH has acted on this occasion (hear, hear) ; and if it be the view of this 
meeting that another relief fund should be originated, I presume you will 
select men to form a committee of the fund who will take care that there shall 
be no clashing between the two organisations (hear, hear)." It was the unani- o/^jSSSS" 
mous view of the meeting that another fund should be originated— that, in House puim3 
the words of Sir Arthur Guinness there was **room — ample room*' — for 
boih of them, and ample need for every penny they could glean — that, in 
fine, while the Duchess of Marlborough would appeal, it was hoped success- 
fully, in quarters where an Irish committee might fail of influence, a com- 
mittee representing all ranks and sections of Irish opinion would possibly 
command a readier access to unbounded fields of Australian and American 
assistance. So that point was settled. The question whether the movement 
was to be a civic or a national uno was decided by the very composition of the 
meeting. 'J'he grand object was to create a committee who should command 
confidence ; over what area or in what manner they would distribute relief 
might be safely confided to their discretion, and could be limited only by the 
limit of distress, wherever it showed itself. The resolution which called this 
committee into existence was in the following terms : — 

** That the poorer classes in many parts of Ireland must, during the 
coming season, suffer great distress, involving absolute destitution, if 
extraneous aid be not liberally and promptly supplied ; and that, without 
interfering with the beneficent efibrts for a similar purpose already instituted, 
a Fund be now opened for the Relief of Distress in Ireland, to be called * The 
Dublin Mansion House Eelief Fund.* *' 

It was proposed by Sir Arthur Guinness (now Lord Ardilaun) ; and 
Mr. P. J. Smyth, M.P., who seconded it, and who ** felt, very profoundly, that 
dire necessity alone could justify the appeal for extraneous aid,** confessed 
with sorrow that that dire necessity had arisen. Incidentally it was mentioned 
that the Bishop of Baphoe declared that already in ten at least of the twenty- 
five parishes of Donegal, ** the condition of the people could not be much worse, 
short of absolute famine ; " and Mr. George Browne, M.P., stated that he 
knew, from personal experience, that, in the greater part of Mayo, the crop of 
potatoes was already exhausted, and in two months more the people would be 
without food, or the hope of buying it. But nobody any longer dreamed (if 
debating the necessity for the new organization : its composition was the 
chief business of the meeting. A representative Committee was nominated, 
the Treasurers and Secretaries appointed, and a subscription list commenced 
upon the spot. 
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SOURCES OF THE FUND. 

rnivHnuOity We liavc traced the circumstances which impelled the Mansion Hoase 

iumpodm Committee to throw itself upon the charity of mankind, for the lives of the 
])easantry. AVe propose now to detail how its appeals were prosecuted, and 
how they were answered in every region of the globe ; how messages were 
flashed free around the world for charity sake, and tens of thousands of pounds 
were flashed hack ; how men in the young Australian cities, French noblemen, 
African diamond-dig^iers, Mahonimedans and Hindoos, the Canadian Parlia- 
ment, the great-hearted citizens of the United States, the exiles in remote 
South American cities, were stirred by the same impulse, assembled to utter 
the same sentiments, and rushed int«) the same noble rivalry of beneficence : 
and by what an unparalleled exertion of human sympathy many thousands 
of the helpless Irish i)easanls were snatched from the agonies of famine. 

Ireland. 

fSIh^SX^' The meeting which called the Mansion House Committee into being 

I^uitod subscribed £1,500 then and there. Within a few weeks the Irish subscriptions 
(which were chiefly Dublin subscriptions) exceeded £4,000. In the end they 
reached the sum of £8,324 188. 4^/. In considering the smallness of this 
sum, it will be borne in mind that it ofl'ers no criterion whatever of the 
sacrifices made in Ireland to cope with the distress. It represents mainly the 
contributions of the citizens of Dublin. It represents only a small part 
even of these. Many munificent contributions from Dublin had found their 
way to the Duchess of Marlborough's Fund before this Committee was formed. 
Many more were made in the shape of a separate diocesan collection at the 
churches. Not only this, but the distress in Dublin itself had grown to such a 
head, owing to the inflow of pauperised agricultural labourers, and the paralysis 
of all sources of employment, that it was found necessary, in order that 
foreign subscriptions might go intact to purchase food for the famishing 
peasantry, to institute a separate Dublin Charities Fund, whose whole revenues 
were subscribed in Dublin. Ihe resources of the traders in the towns, of the 
landowners, and the large farmers, had been enormously encroached upon 
by the same causes which brought starvation to the doors of their poorer 
countrymen. The large farmers had lost millions of capital, and were stand- 
ing aghast at the future. The landlords in general had been obliged to relin- 
quish portion, and in the more afflicted districts the entire, of their rents ; and 
were many of them themselves beset with grievous pecuniary embarrassments. 
The greater number of those who could still aflbrd to be generous preferred 
to exercise their generosity by providing employment locally for the people ; and 
princely examples, such as that of Sir Arthur Guinness, might be cited, 
where not only employment, but food and clothing were thus placed within reach 
of the peasantry without the fact being evidenced in any public subscription 
list. The merchants and shopkeepers of the to\nis, again, had borne a 
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crushing share of the general disaster ; millions of the depreciation in the 
value of crops and stock, were simply represented by so much swollen bad 
debts in the shopkeepers' books, and by their own shaken credit ; nevertheless, 
apart from innumerable cases in which Indian meal was still doled out of the 
shops in pure charity, local subscriptions were organized even in darkly 
distressed neighbourhoods ; and in towns like Nenagh, Skibbereen, Tipperary, 
Ballina, Dungarvan and Arklow, sums of £300 or £400 were raised and 
expended locally before recourse was had to outside organisations for 
a single shilling. Nay, the generosity of the distressed peasantry to 
each other — the readiness with which a cottier removed by only a 
few weeks' supply of potatoes from starvation would share his little store 
with some wretch whom gaunt starvation had already in its grasp — 
forms one of the sweetest and most touching, as it was one of the 
commonest, pictures of these terrible months; and the amount of their 
humble contributions to keep each other alive, at a time when the hope 
of human help was vague, and when looking into each other's eyes they 
beheld what seemed to them the light of death, will probably rank as the 
most precious of all in a Record more enduring than this. Add to all this, 
tbat some of the w^ealthier classes in the few districts unvisited by distress 
held somewhat selfishly alcof as soon as their sense of responsibility was 
removed by the unexpected munificence of the foreign contributions — that the 
country was paying £1,011,888 in taxes for the support of its paupers, even 
in 1879, against £523,000 twenty years before ;* that it was paying £117,275 
in out-door relief alone, against £3,289 in 1659 ; that the number of paupers 
actually in the workhouses reached 59;870 in February,^ 1860, the -highest 
number during the Famine of 16f46, having been 51, £02; and that in the 
spring of 1880, there was the enormous number of 117,454 persons receiving 
relief at the expense of the taxpayere — many of them themselves little removed 
above the necessity of relief— and it will be readily seen that the £8,204 
subscribed to the Mansion House Fund from Ireland is no measure of the 
enormous sacrifices which the crisis imposed upon the great bulk of the Irish 
people. 

Great Britain, 

The Committee was no sooner formed than the Lord Mayor, as its *"»« R^ 
Chairman, despatched an identical telegram to the Mayors of the great English *^'»"** 
and Scotch municipalities soliciting their co-operation. Within a few days 
after that appeal the Mayor of Bolton remitted subscriptions to the amoont 
of £180 in response ; Birmingham followed with a first instalment of £100 
on the 16th January; Manchester with ^£250 on the 19tli of January; 
Cardiff with J£200 on the 21st January ; Birmingham with £100 more ; 
Wigan with JBISO ; Sheffield with JK500 on the 26th January ; Glasgow with 

♦ Local Government Board Report for 1879. In 1880 of course the poor rate will 
hare been much giester. 

c 
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£750 on the ISili of February ; and so on until the English and Welsh sub- 
Bcriptions reached a total of £1G, 941 lis, 5d. ; and the Scotch subscriptions 
a total of £2,805 ds. 2d. Considerable as these sums are, it must not for 
the honour of the British name be su] posed that they were the full measure 
of British sympathy in a crisis which imperilled the lives of thousands of 
their Irish fellow-subjects. In the first place a long period of agricultural 
and commercial depre>sion had pro<luced a considerable degree of poverty and 
privation throughout huge dintricts in Englaud ; while the confusion in many 
English minds between the distress in Ireland and the formidable political 
movement to which it had given birth or sustenance, alienated beyond doubt 
a large mass of Enj'lish sympathy. In the next place, the London Mansion 
House Fund, usually the main channel of British charity, was subsidiary to 
and an affluent of the Duchess of Marlborough's Ladies' Committee; and 
])y its means and through the agency of the English newspapers, the lar<:est 
proportion of British subscriptions found their way ta that organisation. 
Certain misunderstandings arose between the Duchess of Marlborough's 
Committee and this Committee, for which this Committee most certainly was 
in no way responsible. They were, no doubt, caused by a desire on the part 
of Her Grace's Committee to obtain as large contributions as possible in aid 
of their charitable objects. These matters were sufficiently dealt with at the 
time, and are only referred to here because they no doubt had an etfect in 
checking subscriptions to this Committee from England, where statements 
circulated by the Duchess of Marlborough's Committee had a wider circula- 
tion than that obtained by the subsequent corrections from this Committee, 
which their publittitiou necessitated. 

France. 

Form^oooi The boud of affection which has always united the French and Irish 

the French •' 

Committee p^Qpigg^ cspccially iu hours of misfortune for either, emboldened the Mansion 
House Committee fr<»m the beginning to look to France as one of the traditional 
friends of the starving Irish peasant**. Accordingly Mr. J. P. Leonarp 
was requested to take measures for the formation of a Committee in the 
French Capital, and Mr. P. J. Smyth, M.P., was deputed to represent this 
Committee, and convey the uppoal of the Irish people. On the 21st of 
February, largely through the indefatigable energy of Mr. J. P. Leonard, 
a ** Comite de Secours aux Irlundais" was formally constituted, which 
included many of the most illustrious names in France. His Eminence the 
Cardinal Archbishop of Paris was its President, and the roll of the 
Committee included four Dukes, nine Counts, the Vice-President of the 
Chamber of Deputies, seven Senators, ten Deputies, and representatives of 
the Bar, of the French Academy, and of the Rank of France. The Executive 
Committ( e, upon whose shoulders the burthen of the movement chiefly fell, 
was composed of General de Chaiuud Latour, M. Connelly, Conseiller 
k la Cour de Cassation ; Comte de Flaviony, whose interest in Ireland 
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had been warmly enkindled by his father's mission of thanks to Ireland 
after the war of 1871 ; M, C. Godelle, Depute de la Seine ; M. le Due 
RocnEFOucAULT DE BiSACciA, M. Laboulayf, Scuntor ; Mr. J. P. Leonard, 
M. le Comte O'Connell, Vicomto O'Neill de Tyuone, Docteur Riant, 
Secretary of the Society of Aid for the Wounded ; and M. TAbbe d'Hulst, 
Vicar-General of Paris ; with Comte de Flavigny as General Secretary ; 
Comte O'Conxell as Treasurer, and M. Shionnet as Secretary of the Com- 
mittee. Notwithstanding the cloud of depression which was passing over 
France itself, and the pijrantic tax just imposed upon the charity of the 
French people for thft relief of the sufferers by the inundations in Spain, the 
movement prospered beyond anticipation. Diocesan collections were instituted 
by order of the bishops in every diocese of France ; 29,000 francs were sub- 
scribed from Arras, 25,000 from Rennes, 18,000 from Toulouse, 17,000 from 
Versailles, 13,000 from Tours, 11,000 from Bayeux, and Verdun, 3,000 from 
Metz ; the Cardinal AncHnisnop of Paris decreed a collection in every parish, 
of the capital in a pastoral letter overflowing with tenderness and goodwill for 
Ireland ; the celebrated Pere Monsabr£ uttered a magnificent appeal from 
the pulpit of the Madeleine, which produced over 22,000 francs ; Madame la 
Marechale de MacMahon herself, and some of the greatest ladies of France, 
were among the collectors ; the officers of various regiments of Chasseurs 
and of the Line, religious orders, associations of workmen, and members of the 
aristocracy, poured in their contributions ; and, before June, there was realized 
a fund of 342,104 francs. In order to avoid doing any violence to the 
susceptibilities exhibited with reference to the destination of the English 
subscriptions, the Paris Committee decided to divide its receipts into three 
equal portions, one of which was entrusted to the Catholic Archbishop of 
Dublin, for division among the Irish bishops, the second to the Mansion 
House Committee, and the third to the British Ambassador at Paris, Lord 
Lyons, for transmission to the Duchess of Marlboroitgh'b Committee ; the 
motive of this partition being admirably expressed in the declaration : — 
" Absolument etranger lui-rreme a toute preoccupation politique, le Comite 
Franc^ais declare n'avoir d*autre mobile qu'un sentiment de reconnaissance et 
pympathie pour Tinfortune, d'autre ambition que celle d'etre un intermediaire 
utile entre Tlrlande qui souffre et la France qui se souvient." Remembering GnwtnenB 
that tJOOjOOO francs in ad«lition to the sums received by the Paris Committee, 
were transmitted direct to Ireland by the French bishops, that 103,000 francs 
more were subscribed on the separate appeal of the Paris journal, VUnivers^ 
and that the total aid received from that generous nation amounted to at 
least 700,000 francp,* the Mansion House Committee have some reason to 
congratulate themselves upon having given the initiative to the work of opening 
up this noble fund of charity, and evoking so memorable a pledge of sympathy 
and affection from France to Ireland. 

♦ Rapport Id d rAssenibl^e G^n^rale du Comity de Serour8,p. 18. 
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!mi« ' The Mansion House Committee possessed one inestimable means of 
enkindling foreign sympathy, which this is the place most gratefully to record. 
They enjoyed the privilege of constant telegraphic communication, free of 
cost, with those regions of the Eastern and Western Continents where the most 
liberal aid might be expected ; and were thus enabled not only to convey the 
first decisive announcement to those countries that the crisis had come, but 
to acknowledge the remittances and announce the different stages of the distress 
to Committees separated by many thousands of miles with as much facility and 
at as little cost as if they were within the circuit of the penny post. This 
tremendous advantage was the fruit of a mission to London, undertaken by 
Mr.V. B. Dillon, Jun., shortly after the formation of the Committee. By the kind 
and powerful introduction of Viscount Mokck, Chairman of the Anglo-American 
Telegraph Company, Mr. Dillon was fortunate enough to secure not only from 
that great Company, which gave the control of the American telegraph system^ 
but from the Eastern Extension Company, wLich opened up free communication 
with India and Australia, the generous concession that all the charitable 
appeals and telegrams of the Committee should be forwarded free of cost 
throughout the conf.inents traversed by these world-wide systems. The 
advantage was completed by the offer of the American Associated Press to 
transmit the appeals of the Committee, free of charge, throughout the American 
cities. Without these concessions, literally thousands of pounds must havo 
been risked in sending the telegrams which were thus despatched without cost, 
or, the telegrams remaining unsent, our distant benefactors must have 
continued in perplexity and uncertainty as to the situation in Ireland, until the 
rich remittances which saved so many thousands of Irish lives would either 
never have come or have come too late. 
M In India, for example, the telegraphed appeal of the Lord Mayor of 

Dublin was the first reliable assurance that any calamity in the remotest degree 
resembling Famine was fastening upon Ireland. No sooner was the uncertainty 
dispelled, than a powerful wave of sympathy rolled over that great empire. A 
preliminary meeting of a few gentlemen in the Madras Club, on the 24th of 
January, at which Brigadier-General O'Connell was moved to the chair, and 
the Hon. Mr. Justice Kernan and Colonel Beresford were the chief 
speakers, subscribed 2,450 rupees before they parted, and gave the first impulse 
to the movement in the Southern Presidency. This was but the precursor of 
the immense meeting of natives and Europeans that assembled at Patcheaffah'a 
Hall, on the 10th of February, under the presidency of the Chief Justice of 
Madras (Sir Charles Turner) at which not only did the Bishop of Madras 
and most of the great European functionaries pledge their energies to the 
movement, but the sympathy of the most distinguished native Indian citizens of 
Madras was testified upon the grounds so pithily summarised by the Hon. G. 
N. GujPATi Rao. when he said : ** It is our bouuden duty to assist suffering 



CONTRIBUTIONS FROM INDIA. 21 

faumanity in Ireland, not only because the united British people have assisted 
us largely during our late famine ; not only because the Irish Members of 
Parliament have always advocated tlie cause of India ; not only because our 
army is largely recraited-from the Irish people, and to them we owe the 
preservation of our, country ; not only because our statesmen, judges, lawyers, 
and orators have largely come from Ireland and benefitted this country by their 
skill, erudition and political sagacity ; not only because Ireland and India are 
identical in their several governments in many ways ; but also because our 
sympathy demands that we should assist our fellow man when ho has become 
houseless, foodless and clotheless through no fault of his own." Before the 
Madras collection closed, £6,898 8«. had been remitted by the Honorary 
Secretary, Mr. Michael Gould, to this Committee. 

The movement in Bombay was inaugurated by a great public meeting on Bombnj 
the 28th of January, at which the Governor of that Presidency took the chair, 
and at which the heads of the Parsee, Hindu and Mohammedan communities 
vied with the great European officials in the warmth of their language and 
in the munificence of their subscriptions. The prosecution of the work 
devolved upon a Committee numbering one hundred and sixty of the foremost 
citizens of Bombay. An attempt was made to divert the entire proceeds to 
the Duchess of Marlbokough's Fund, on the ground of a political difierence 
between the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and the Lord Mayor of Dublin : 
but the Hon. Mr. MowATTpointedout the invidiousnessof excluding the Mansion 
House Committee from any share of the subscriptions, seeing that the first 
intimation received in Bombay of the need of any subscriptions at all was the 
telegram of the Lord Mayor, as Chairman of that Committee. The Hon. 
MoRARJEE GocuLDABS cvou Went the length of declaring that he would withdraw 
from the Committee if this course were taken, observing that " the native 
community would not subscribe to ,a fund which was to bo administered 
govemmentally, for that was what they would regard as the practical meaning of 
handing over the whole of the money to the wife of the Viceroy.*' The money 
was ultimately divided in equal shares between the two Irish Central 
Committees ; and the amount which reached this Committee from Bombay, 
was £3,600. The movement spread to Bengal, where, on the 19th of Bengmi 
February, a Committee composed of the Lieutenant-Governor, nearly all the 
great officers of Government, with three Maharajas and a number of other native 
dignitaries was formed, with the Hon. Rivers Thompson at tbe head of the 
executive Sub-Committee ; the Hon. J. O'Kinealy, the Hon. Kristodas Pal, 
and Mr. J. W. O'Keeffe as Honorary Secretaries ; and Mr. H. W. J. Wood 
as Honorary Treasurer. The proportion of the Bengal Subscription remitted 
to the Mansion House Committee amounted to £4,490. 

A still more remarkable impulse of spontaneous native sympathy moved Hfdenbiu 
the people of the great State of Hyderabad to make to the distant Irish 
sufferers the ge&erouff donation of £2,740, of which his Highness the Nizam 
himself contributed 20,000 rupees; his Minister, Sir Salae Juno, 4,000 rupees; 
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Colony is refires^rnied in the suhscripilon li^;s cf iLe Mansion House Com- 
mittee bv £14M, and Naud bv £71. 

The VxiTEP States. 

From the outset of the dan per iht- eves of Ireland turned trustfullv to 
that great nation, which has givtrn hospital le and ]rospcrous hemes to many 
millions of our race, and which, in fi-rmer epochs of Iri^h sufienug, waa 
foremost and most splendid iu the munificence of her succour. Public feeling 
iu the United States had indeed long dwelt with anxiety and suspense upon 
the deepi'uing clouds which were closing over Ireland. TN'e have already 
enumerated gifts which arrived unasked from across the Atlantic early iu 
December. On the lihh December a number of geiitlemen who had been active 
in miniHtering to the Irish distress of 1862, met in the oflice of the Industrial 
Savings Hank in New York to talk over the increasing rumours of destitution 
in Ireland, — Uichard O'Gokman, Henry L. Hogiet, Elgene Kelly, 
William Watson, Ja3ies Lynch, Thomas Barbour, Judge John R. Brady, 
and Judges Charles P. Daly. They sought information from this Com- 
niitU;e immediately on its formation, as to the dimensions of the crisis. 
They received for answer the appeal of the Mansion House Committee "to all 
Irishmen and all friends of Ireland to aid in oui* efi"orts to save the people 
from dcjHtruction. We would point to the constitution of our Committ6e," 
ihUUhI tiio appeal, ** which comprises representative men of the highest character 
and i»oHition in the country, and of all creeds and politics, as an assurance 
botli that this appeal is justified, and that any funds entrusted to us shall be 
diHtributed in the manner best calculated to meet the emergency/' The New 
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York Irish Belief Committee was there and then constituted. The first 
pledge of its activity was a cheque for £1,600 on the 21st January. 

The amount received from the United States by this Committee did not 
reach as large a sum as might have been anticipated both fiom this beginning 
and from the fact of the Anglo-American Telegraph Company and the 
American Associated Press having generously enabled us to telegraph our 
appeals free of charge over the American Continent — a privilege that was largely 
availed of. This was due to the circumstance of strong attacks having been 
made in America upon the constitution and motives of this Committee — attacks 
which were abundantly refuted, on the highest authority, as reference to the 
Appendix will show — and which, probably, no person cither in Ireland or 
America would now be disposed to repeat or to attempt to sustain. The 
Mansion House Committee do not desire, at this distance of time, 
to revive a regrettable incident, and it is alluded to only in order to 
explain how it' came to pass that so comparatively small a proportion of the 
generous charity of the United Slates reached this Committee. Portion of it 
went to form the new Kelief Fund of the Irish National Land League ; wwawn oi 
another portion was absorbed in the separate American Fund founded by the gjjj^* 
New York Herald ; still another separate Relief Fund was constituted iu 
•Pbiladelphia, and the greatest amount of all was transmitted diiectly to the 
Irish bishops, in order to cure all possible jealousies upon the subject. Of the 
munificent charity, thus divided into many channels — ail, we are glad to 
think, uniting in the long run in the same healing influence upon Irish 
misery— this Committee received sums amounting to £11,244 12«. 3^/. In 
addition to the achievements of private charity, an oflicial mark of sympathy 
from the Government of the United States must not be overlooked, who, fol- 
lowing the remarkable precedent of the ** Jamestown" and the *' Macedonian** 
in 1847, commissioned the United States frigate ** Constellation** (Captain 
Potter) to proceed to Ireland with a cargo of lelief provisions. The Lord 
Mayor of Dublin and Mr. W. Lane Joynt, D.L., were deputed by this 
Committee to welcome the representatives of America upon their arrival at 
Cork Harbour ; and it may bo hoped that the cordial, and even enthusiastic 
attentions paid throughout Ireland to tbe officers of the ** Constellation,** — (in 
whose honour the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress gave a great ball in the 
Mansion House, and whose commander, as representative of the United 
States, was invested with the freedom of the city of Dublin), — have been 
accepted, as thflv were intended, as some slight tokens ol the profound gratitude 
with which all ranks and classes of the Irish people were inspired by the 
unexampled generosity of America. 

Canada and South America. 

Across the Canadian frontier Ireland found friends no less staunch. The ^^^^q^ 
Parliament of the Dominion set apart the magnificent vote of 100,000 dollars ^^^^^^ 
as an Irish Belief Fund, confiding it to the Colonial Secretary 
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(Sir M. H. Beach, Bart.) for allocation at his discretion. Upon hig invitation 
the fund was administered by delegates chosen in an equal proportion 
from the Duchess of Marlborough*8 Committee and from the Mansion 
House Committee. The Lord Mayor, to whom this Committee 
entrusted the choice of its three delegates, nominated Mr. V. B. Dillon and 
Mr. Thomas Pim, Jun., as his colleagues. Following the limitations prescribed 
by the Colonial Secretary, the money was mainly applied to the origina- 
tion of reproductive public works upon the Western coast, the erection, of fishing 
harbours, and the equipment of the pauper fishermen with boats and gear. 
Over and above the vote of the Dominion Parliament, this Committee was made 
the depositary of 20,000 dollars appropriated to the relief of Irish distress by the 
Government of the Province of Ontario ; and the splendid examples thus set 
by the provincial governments were imitated by private contributions in every 
part of the Dominion, Newfoundland alone affording £1,800. Nor were the 
scattered Irish colonies of the South American coast deaf to the distant 
murmurs of distress. Upon the initiative of Mr. Deths M. Gallagher, one ol 
the most representative gatherings ever beheld in British Guiana assembled 
in Georgetown, Demerara, early in May, under the presidency of 
Mayor Forshaw, at which a movement was inaugurated which yielded 
£486 5s. fid. to the funds of this Committee. In the city of Buenos Ayres, 
largely owing to the exertions of Mr. Edward P. Mulhall, and of Messrs. 
Edward Carroll and Michael Casey, Trustees to the Fund, another great 
movement sprang up, and contributed £3,802 98. 8ci. to the coffers of this 

Committee. 

Australasia. 

^^^^i But it is not too much to say that the money which saved the famishing 
"''~^*^ Irish peasants at the most critical moment of the year — ^the aid which filled 
the gap where famine was rushing in — the subscriptions which astonished 
Ireland most by their magnificence, by their promptness and by their modesty, 
and the memory of which lingers most fondly in the popular heart — were the 
subscriptions literally showered upon this Committee from tho Colonies of tiie 
Australasian Continent. Frequently though the members of this Committee 
have striven by votes and letters to express the gratitude and wonder with 
which these phenomena filled their hearta, we are conscious that the debt 
remains still imperfectly acknowledged, if it can ever be repaid. " At a time 
when the reality of the distress was doubted by many even here at home," in 
the words of Mr. Sm\th, M.P., " the heart of. Australia was moved. 
No special appeal was made to her generosity; no deputations visited 
her shores; yet for four months a continuous staream of gold flowed 
tiiiK?'ind ^^ "^ irovcL that country.'* It was not the mere magnitude of the sums 
promptness ggjj^ ^jj^^; ^^g mQg^ Surprising (though places like Melbourne and 

Sydney sometimes transmitted more money in a single instalment than 
the opulent city of London afforded this Committee during the whole 
course of the distress) ; it was the electric sympathy wiib which the 
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appeal was no sooner heard than answered, or even anticipated ; it was the 
suddenness with which this Committee was inundated with gifts from unknown 
givers. While persons nearer home were calculating and demurring, the 
people of Australia demanded no other authority than the circular telegram of 
the Lord Mayor of Dublin to spring to action, and cover the Colonies with a 
network of Irish Belief organizations. Their plan of remittance was no less 
swift. The subscriptions, as soon as they were lodged in the local bank, were 
telegraphed to London, and were made immediately available ; so that the moneys 
collected in remote cities of Australia or New Zealand one week were feeding 
the famished peasants of Connemara the next. They wasted no time in 
telegraphing explanations, or preambles or subscription lists. The effect of 
those huge anonymous remittances descending week after week struck the 
popular imagination with something of the wonder of a magic shower of gold. 
The fact stands, we think, unexampled in the history of human charity, tbat 
£62,735 had been thus remitted from Australia before this Committee could 
discover bow it came or whom to thank ; aud it was only after several months 
tbat, the name of Sir John O'Shakasst having been found to be identified with 
the Melbourne remittances, the Lord Mayor of Dublin was able, in a letter 
addressed to that distinguished man, to pour out the heartfelt gratitude of 
the Irish people to their unknown deliverers, asking him to transmit their 
thanks to the people of all the Colonies. Even still we are without knowledge 
of the history of tbat extraordinary movement, other than the broad facts 
relating to a few of the great towns ; what is true of the splendid sacrifices 
of these would beyond doubt hold of hundreds of places whose bare names 
have reached us with their moneys.* 

We have already mentioned that Adelaide enjoys tbe distinction of having Sl^JSaito 
been the first in its ovm country or in any country to suggest the formation of 
the Mansion House Committee. On the 16th of December, for the informa- 
tion of a meeting summoned in tbe excitement of recent news from Ireland, 
the Mat OR of Adelaide telegraphed to the Lord Mayor of Dublin : **Does 
the present distress in Ireland warrant action being taken here for its relief?'' 
When the meeting came together on December the 19th, no answer had been 
returned from Dublin ; the speakers found themselves surrounded with 
perplexity and uncertainty; tbe only information they possessed as to tbe 
character of the Irish Crisis was contained in extracts from Irish newspapers 
quoted by Mr. M. T. Montgomery ; all that was certain was that there was 
grievous distress in Ireland and that the Colonists bad set their hearts upon 
relieving it. The resolution taken there and then, at the instance of 
Rev. Father Byrne, tbe Catholic Vicar-General, as proposer, and of the 
Hon. J. C. Bray, M.P., as seconder, pledged the people of Adelaide to raise 
an Irish Relief Fund forthvrith, and to forward it to the Lord Mayor of 
Dublin " for equitable distribution.*' How well the pledge was kept may be 
estimated by the fact that South Australia alone yielded £7,836 10^. to the 

* See Australian and New Zealand Correspondence in Appendix. 
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funds of this Committee. The first cheque actually made avuilahle in Dublin 
was a first instalment of £500 from Brisbaue on the 13th of Januaiy. On 
the 15th arrived £2,000 from Sydney, and three days afterwards £1,500 
more ; on the 18th, a cheque through the Union Bank of Australia for £5,000 
conveyed the magnificent first fruits of the movement in Melbourne ; on the 
20th, Adelaide followed with £1,000; and so proceeded the generous compe- 
tition till Australia proper, Tasmania, and New Zealand had piled together 

''^*«»*<«* the memorable gift of £94,916 16*. B</» to suffering Ireland. 1 he foundations 
of the Melbourne organisation were laid at an influential public meeting held 
in the Town Hall under the presidency of the Mayor (the Right Worshipful 
George Meares). All ranks and nationalities were blended in the work. 
'Deep sympathy and perfect impartiality with regard to internal political 
differences in Ireland were the key* notes of the meeting. Its representative 
character will be best judged from the composition of the Executive which had 
Sir John O'Shanassy, K.C.M.G., M.P., as chairman ; the Right Worshipful 
the Mayor, Treasurer; Mr.W.B. Daly, Vice-Chairman; Mr. E. G. Fitzgibbon, 
Convener of Meetings ; and Messrs. L. Doyle and L. Kenyon, Hon Sees. 5 
while the General Central Committee included — Sir W. H. F. Mitchell, 
Sir C. Gavan Duffy, Sir Bryan 0*Loohlen, Sir Charles MacMahon, 
Sir Samuel Wilson, the Hon. N. Fitzgerald, M.L.C. ; the Hon. T. Summer, 
"M.L.C. ; the Hon. Wm. Campbell, M.L.C; the Hon. A. Fraser, M.L.C; 
the Hon. W. Wilson, M.L.C ; the Hon. Jas. Munrob, M.L.A. ; the Hon. 
l)r. Hearn, M.L.C. ; Messrs. P. Mornane, K. Harper, M.L.A. ; J. G. Duffy, 
M.L.A. ; J. Wilson (Crowlands), J. Tushey, D. WfiiTE, W. Cross, P» Fagan, 
E. L. Zox, M.L.A. ; P. Kelly, J. H. Graves, M.L.A. ; A. K. Smith, M.L.A. ; 
Simeon Cohen, John M'Gee, J. B. Perrins, Andrew Tobin, James Orkney, 
Aldermen Moubray, Ham, and 0*Grady. The Melbourne subscriptions 

Newsoiith amounted altogether to £31,314 19>. 11^/. In Sydney, where the movement 
had received its nurture from Mayor Fowler, Mr. P. A. Jennings, CM.G. ; 
Mr. J. HoURiGAN, J.P. ; Mr. H. E. A. Allen, Mr. J. P. Garvan, 
Mr. J. Davies, M.L.A., and many otliers whose very names have remained 
hidden, collections to the amount of £I,<)00 in all the Catholic churches of 
the archdiocese formed but one of the many shapes in which the generous 
infection spread rapidly through the colony, until the contribution of 
New South Wales amounted to £28,000. What has been thus briefly indi- 
cated in relation to the chief centres of population holds with equal if not 
more intensity of Geeloiig, of Brisbane, of Hobart Towu (Tasmania), of 
Wellington (New Zealand), of Auckland, of Dunedin, of Christchurch, of 
Womat, and of many another generous settlement, whose succours were as 
prompt, as kindly, and as splendid as the £1,100 subscribed by the railway 

otiw employees of Victoria. Altogether, Queensland subscribed £12,0(39 2s, dd. ; 
Western Australia, £1,214 17*. 5'/. ; Tasmania, £3,(519 6*. Sd. ; New Zealand, 
£10,427 2.V. iid, ; Fiji, £315, It deepens the indebtedness of this Committee 
to the people of the Australian Colonies that although telegrams of a character 
which had caused misapprehension elsewhere were disseminated also in 
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Australia they never caused the slightest wavering in the direction which the 
chasity of the Australian people had Irom the heginniug taken, and which it 
persevered in to the end. 

Summary of Subscriptioxs. 
The summary of the resources possessed by the Mansion House ^^'^p. 
Committee is briefly this: — From Europe, i>d2,153 8«. ; from Asia, ***^ 
£20,576 8«. 9d.; from Africa, £1,407; from America, £26,875 Us. 2d.; 
and from Australasia, £94,916 16s. Sd., making, together with unclassified 
foreign subscriptions, nnd grants to the amount of £3,000 from the American 
funds remitted to the Archbishop of Tuam ; £854 5«. 10(?. contributed for the 
purpose of giving grants for seed ; and £l78 Is., interest allowed by National 
Bank on current balances a total available income of £181,665 9^. Id. 

MANNEK OF DISTRIBUTION. 
The initial consideration forced upon the Mansion House Committee DiMuihatixx 
was, by what local agency this great charitnble trust fund could be most 
prudently and most effectively devoted to its object. Two areas of distribu- 
,tion presented ti.emselves : the Poor-law Union or ihe parish. The objections 
to a distribution by Unions were found to be numerous and decisive, and 
were only counterbalunctd by the saving of laborious correspondence, which a 
Central Committee must derive from restricting its cares to some eighty 
Union Committees, instead of letting them range over some 840 parochial 
ones. In the first place, the Union boundaiy, being an artificial one for 
rating purposes, cut through in all directions the ancient divisions into 
parishes, \>hich in Ireland are tlie natural and settled groupings of popula^^ 
tion : thus arbitrarily binding together districts with little common interest 
in or knowledge of each other. Again, outdoor relief being in all the 
distressed Unions discouraged, and in some altogether withheld, the Boards 
of Guardians could claim no special acquaintance with the necessities of the 
poor outside the workhouse walls; while, without entering into the justice of 
the feeling, it is certain that, in many of the most alHicted Unions, the 
composition of those Boards was viewed with suspicion and dislike by the 
mass of the indigent population. The circumstance that the Union system 
would exclude the Catholic clergy (in many of the most needy neighbour- 
hoods, the only persons really cognisant of the depth of the distress), from all 
potential voice in the allocation, and would substaniially place it in tbe 
discretion of one irresponsible person (the Chairman of the Union), would 
have alone been an almost insuperable objection. The s^-stem, when 
adopted by another Committee as ihe basis of distribution, had to be broken 
through at many points to be in any sense workable. Moreover, this Com- 
mittee had to reflect that, in handing over vast charitable sums practically to 
ihe Boards of Guardians, they absolved landowners and the richer part of the 
ratepayers, in Unions that were still solvent, from beariug their part in the 
support of the poor who refused to bury themselves in the workhouses; and 
the notorious disinclination of Boards of Guardians, in the distressed districts, . 
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to grant outdoor relief, made it at least possible that they would have at once 
relieved their rates, and maintained a character for generosity, by not merely 
an unequal, but a lavish partition of the charitable funds. But, even if the 
objections touching the composition of Union Committees could have been 
surmounted, these Committees must have proved quite unequal to the strain 
of transmitting varying weekly supplies of food to a few dozen remote centres, 
many of which, in the distressed districts (as Eilkerin from Clifden, or Achill 
from Newport), were some twenty miles of wild country asunder. They must 
have simply fallen back upon Sub-Committees, without any restraining sense 
of responsibility or honourable trust, and thus doubled the delay and complexity 
of the relief operations, without giving any more substantial guamsiee against 
clS^S&e waste than the occasional observations of an inspector. The aim of the 
*''**™ Mansion House Committee was to gather together the representative men of 
all religious and political hues in a neighbourhood ; to make certain of their 
intimate personal acquaintance with the condition of the district ; to enforce 
a system of accounts, under which every shilling of expenditure would be 
brought weekly under their own eyes and under the scrutiny of the Central 
Committee ; and, having organized such a body, under such a system, to 
trust freely that the same sentiments of honourable responsibility and 
scrupulous economy, which actuated the General Committee, would be found 
equally potent in the local representative Committees : without imposing 
upon them the idle and vexatious system of inquisition, which was found to 
work so unhappily in the crisis of 1846-7. Within the parish area alone 
were found all the elements of such an organization : the Boman Catholic 
and Protestant clergy, the dispensary doctor, the magistrates, traders, and 
Poor-Law Guardians, daily face to face with the actual aspect of affairs ; 
with interests, sufficiently divergent to create a wholesome check without 
lessening the common bond of a vital interest in the unhappy people ; able 
to come together constantly without inconvenience, to act promptly, and to 
concentrate the relief within a moderate and compact area. Even the parish 
limits were found to be too great in a few of the scattered mountain parishes, 
where almost the whole population was depending upon charity for life : and 
in these isolated instances, subdivisions were made rather than imperil 
human lives for the sake of the symmetry of a system. 
S?ES!i**^ The first condition insisted upon, in the formation of a Local Committee, 

was that the clergy of all denominations, the dispensary medical officer, and 
a certain number of prominent laymen of all persuasions in the parish, should 
be invited to co-operate. In only three instances throughout Ireland, was 
there found the slightest difficulty in combining the Catholic and Protestant 
clergy in hearty brotherhood, on the Committees. The exceptions were 
parishes in Connemara where the Protestant clergymen happened to be 
also members of the Irish Church Mission Society. It was agreed on 
all hands that a union of the conflicting elements in these three localities 
was impossible, and that it was equally impossible to withdraw grants 
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from places literally threatened to be devoured by famine. The sage 
counsel of the Protestant Archbishop of Dublin was, under the circumstances, 
cheerfully followed ; and by a unanimous resolution of the 5th February, 
proposed by the Very llev. Dean Neville, Rector of the Catholic University, 
and seconded by the Rev. Canon Bagot, the Distribution Committee were 
authorised to put an end to the difficulty, by making grants to two Local 
Committees in the same neighbourhood in those special cases where it was 
sufficiently proved to be impossible to form a Committee in common. It was 
the only occasion on which, during six trying months, any shadow of religious 
division vexed the plain course of charity. It served simply to throw into 
stronger light the heartiness with which, upon more than eight hundred Local 
Committees in every corner of the country. Catholic, Protestant, and Presby- 
terian were found working side by side with the same unity, loyalty, and 
breadth of sympathy which were the foundation-stones of the Central 
Committee. 

That the wisest and best-informed elements of the population were in fact 
collected into the Local Committees entrusted with the immediate dispensation 
of relief, will be recognised at a glance when we submit, as the result of a 
careful analysis of their composition, the fact that these Local Committees were 
composed of 1,404 Catholic Clergymen, 835 Protestant Clergymen, 508 Medical 
Officers, 977 Poor Law Guardians, and 6,171 other lay members. The rules 
under which they were embodied, and the queries which they were obliged 
to answer before becoming entitled to a grant, ensured that, in entering upon 
their work, they would take pains to form a clear and accurate judgment of 
the condition of their districts ; that they would estimate the number of 
tliose entitled to relief, and check that number weekly, according to the 
variations of the distress ; that they would set forth the circumstances of 
every applicant on the relief-roll, the number and ages of his family, the 
extent of his holding (if any), and the amount and duration of the relief 
aflorded to him ; with such other particulars touching population, valuation, 
amount of poor-rate paid, and other available resources of any kind, as 
should afford the Central Committee some basis of comparison between the 
necessities of different districts. The local organisations being thus power- 
fully constituted, being saddled with the responsibility of tbeir returns, and 
working under a system which, while aflfordiug the Local Committees a large 
and honourable discretion, enabled the Central Committee to take a weekly 
survey of the needs and expenditure of every district, it was felt that 
any system of inspection, to be eflFectual, would involve the employment of 
an expensive staff, and could only ensure the accuracy of the local accounts, 
which our own system submitted to an ample weekly test ; or, if the 
inspectors were empowered to override the judgment of the Local Committees 
with respect to particular recipients of relief, it would open the gate at once 
to the collisions which destroyed the local relief system in 1847. No general 
system of inspection was, therefore, established by this Committee ; and the 
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visits paid at various perioJs to different parts of tli3 distressed districts by 
the Lord Mayor, Mr. Lane Joynt, Rev. Canon Bagot, Lord Francis G. 
Osborne, Mr. J. A. Fox, Mr. J. A. Curran, and Dr. Sioerson, were made, not 
with a view to submitting Local Committees to a harassing inquisition, but in 
order to gain information for the guidance of the Central Committee in refer- 
ence to particular phases of the distress. The principal remaining matter, 
in which the Mansion House Committee insisted upon a uniform and 
mSn^h? inflexible rule, was that relief should be given only in the shape of food, 
fuel, or clothing, and should, under no circumstances, be dispensed in 
money. The latter stipulation was an obvious barrier against imposition. 
The rule restricting the expenditure to food, fuel, or clothing, was dictated by 
the feeling that the charity invoked on behalf of a starving population was 
due, in the first instance at all events, to those who were stripped of the 
common necessaries of existence. The fuel-famine ha\nng been providentially 
averted by the dryness of the early winter, that item was practically struck 
out of the expenditure. Owinjr to the large sums devoted by other charitable 
Committees to the purchase of clothing, our expenditure on that head a^o 
was confined to a distribution of clothes, shoes, and blankets among the all 
but naked crratures of the remote western coasts and island?. Substantially 
speaking, therefore, the Alansion House Fund went in almost unbroken bulk 
to feed those who had no other food under heaven. 

One great temptation beset the Committee to violate its rule. It had 
hardly been formed when the teriible cry arose thnt the famishing people 
were devouring their store of seed- potatoes, and that, unless they were in 
some manner provided with new seeds, the Innd must remain untilled, and 
the partial famine of 1879-80 wilen into a wholesale and ungovernable famine 
in 1880-81. It was pressed upon the Committee that, side by side with the 
relief of present want, the <»l)vious destination of charity should be the 
prevention of incomparably greater want, at ths very juncture when public 
charity must be exliausted ; that the allocation of any larga portion of our 
fund to the purchase of seeds would even act in relief of the food-supply, by 
encouraging the peasantry to eke out a subsistence for a few weeks longer 
upon the romaii der of their wretched seed-potatoes ; and, that the seed- 
potatoes which would so disappear, having lost almost all power of 
reproduction, and being, in fact, the certain seeds of potato failures in the 
future, the substitution of a new stock would not alone banish immediate 
famine, but be a source of permanent abundance. The strength of these 
considerations pressed painfully upon the Committee, but their duty as 
trustees of a fund subscribed to relieve actual and existing distress ; the 
alarming rapidity with which that distress was every day extending and 
intensifying; the consciousness that their fund was at that moment the 
mainstay of many thousand lives, and that the amount or duration of the 
foreign assistance which fed it was of its nature precarious ; the strong 
persuasion also that the State alone could or ought to deal with the clearly- 
defined danger of the land of the country being left in general Varrcnncrs; rnd 
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that even the whole resources of this Committee invested in the purchase of« 
seeds, would but cover a patch in the desert, while relaxing the responsibility 
of the State, and raising dangerous hopes among the peasantry — all nnited 
powerfully to confirm them in their resolution to direct all their energies, 
first and above all, to grapple with the hunger which was at the people's doors, 
The Sub-Committee, who were appointed to deliberate upon the subject 
reported, through their Chairman, Mr. P. J. Smyth, M.P., their opinion, 
*'that strenuous efforts should be at once made to bring within reach of 
the small farmers seed-potatoes and oats of the best quality, but that funds 
subscribed for the relief of immediate distress were not available for that 
purpose." Their view was unanimously endorsed by the General Committee, 
upon the 2Brd of January ; they did not, however, neglect the terrible warning 
that seed-time was approaching and would find the peasantry without seeds ^Siei^ 
to sow. At the instance of the Rev. Canon Baoot, who was one of the 
earliest to appreciate the danger, and o.ne of the most energetic in removing 
it, a deputation consisting of the Loud Mayor, the Most Rev. Archbishop 
Trench, the High Sheriff, the Rev. Canon Bagot, Mr. George Browne, M.P., 
Mr. W. Lane Joynt, Alderman Purdon, Alderman Tarpey, Mr. Charles 
Kennbdy, and Mr. P. J. Smyth, M.P., was appointed to wait upon the 
Lord Lieutenant and the Chief Secretary for Ireland, to press upon 
them the urgent necessity of immediately providing the small farmers with 
seeds. This Committee feel some pride in having thus contributed to this 
result ; that the Government shortly afterwards adopted and carried into law 
a Bill of Major Nolan, M.P., which empowered the Poor Law Guardians of 
Unions scheduled as distressed to borrow money without interest for the 
purchase of seed oats and potatoes, which tbey were authorised to issue at 
cost price, in moderate quantities, and upon reasonable terms of repayment 
to the humble class of farmers rated under £15. Considering that it took 
over £500,000* to compass the partial distribution of seeds eflfected under 
this Act through the agency of a cautious Government department, it will be 
seen how futile must have been any expenditure which we could have devoted 
to that object; the entire balance remaining in the hands of the Mansion 
House dmmittee on the Ist of March, when the Seeds Act received the 
Ro\al assent, being ^£42,186 16«. 6d. 

The wLidom of the resolution to make the supplying of food to the 
destitute the first charge upon their funds, was in arother respect strongly 
brought home to the Committee ; for the only other great charitable organisa- 
tion, which was then in full activity, having set aside a sum of £30,000 for 
seed-potatoes, t and having only a small balance remaining, the Afansion Houfc 

* Annual Report of the Local Government for Ireland, 1880, p. 14. 

t This sum wae expended by the Duchess of Marlborouoh'S Committ^ in supplying 
seeds to those cottier landholders and others, ^hom the Seeds Act left out of account, and 
in this way was a source of much benefit. The amount of a separate Seeds Subscription, 
which was opened by the energy of the Rev. Canon Bagot in connection with the Mansion 
House Fund, was similarly expended. 



32 GENERAL REPORT. 

Committee suddenly found themselves charged with the principal support 
of over 400,000 persons, whom grants at the rate of £10,000 a week, together 
with the assistance furnished from the private remittances to the Irish Bishops, 
barely sufficed to keep in existence upon the slenderest and coarsest rations.* 
The expenditure of the Local Committees was, thus, not merely limited 
to the purchase of food, but practically of only one kind of food, and that the 
|J|^«2«« humblest and cheapest — Indian meal. From a close scrutiny of the local 
Supply vouchers, it appears that £165,480 of the entire fund went into the item of 
food alone. Ground Indian corn had come to be the ordinary sustenance of the 
Irish peasantry for several months of the year ; its cheapness enabled a small 
sum to spread relief over an astonishingly large area ; while the unpalatable 
nature of the diet was little likely to tempt those who were not reduced to 
a dire pitch of destitution. The ordinary course of trade was not 
disturbed in the purchase of food. It was bought at.current market price, as far 
as possible from local dealers, with the effect of reviving confidence by circulating 
money through the exhausted veins of trade, as well as of securing a food- 
supply more conveniently and as cheaply. The possibility of exacting labour as 
a test of distress was early and anxiously considered, and was decisively rejected 
as impracticable. There were innumerable works of public advantage calling 
for attention in the distressed districts ; and there was a strong public feeling 
that their accomplishment would have offered the healthiest and most 
enduring form of State assistance. But Local Charitable Committees had 
not only no authority to undertake works which were imder public jurisdiction ; 
I^SS^fJ^ they had no machinery for setting them in motion upon any systematic plan ; 
''**''^^*® they had no staff to enforce a regular or efficient labour system ; and while 
men would in many cases be tempted to keep up the pretence of desultory 
labour, to their own demoralization and to the neglect of their farms, the 
very persons who were in sorest need of relief, and who would be debarred 
by feebleness or age from public labour, would possibly perish neglected. 
Wherever peculiar local circumstances rendered useful employment possible, 
the Local Committees were not only authorised, but were strongly exhorted 
to enforce it. This plan was in several districts, as for instance in Skibbereen, 
Cahirciveen, and Ballina, found to be productive of solid good, especially 
where industry upon men's own farms was made the condition of relief. But 
for the reasons above enumerated, the general enforcement of a labour-test 
was not attempted and was not possible. 

The framework of the Local Committees having been laid, it occurred to 

the Mansion House Committee to complete the organization by forming 

oSSSttecfi representative County Committees, which would both act in relief of the 

^^ tremendous strain of correspondence upon the central body, and, possibly, 

apportion the parish grants with a more intimate knowledge than a National 

* The number of persons relieved by the Mansion House Committee for tbe week 
ending 28th February, was 512,625 ; for the week ending 27th March, 488,335. Grants to 
the amoimt of £11,945 were made between the Ist and the 9th of March. 
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Committee, and with less bias than a purely local one. One such Committee 
we were fortunate enough to he able to count upon — the Donegal County 
Committee, of which the Catholic and Protestant bishops, the leading land- 
owners, clergj-men, and representative men of all complexions were members; 
which, throughout the burden and heat of the crisis, in one of the gloomiest 
theatres of distress, undertook the charge of a pauper population, which, at 
one season of the year, numbered 80,000 souls ; and of whose administration 
of the £14,495 entrusted to them by this Committee, no breath of 
complaint was ever uttered. But Donegal was in this respect exceptionally 
happily circumstanced. It was almost entirely situated within one diocese, 
and the diocesan organization worked smoothly around a recognised common 
centre. The other counties, where the distiess was of sufficient magnitude to 
make County Committees desirable — for instance Gal way and Mayo — were 
dinded into separate dioceses, and were composed of vast and barren tracts, 
with little railway commuiiication, or intercommunication of any kind between 
districts, in many cases sixty or even eighty milos apart ; and it was at once seen 
that the few gentlemen from inland towns who alone could undergo the incon- 
venience of meeting together as County Conimittces, would be at far greater 
disadvantage than the Central Committee in dealing with the sequestered 
regions upon the seaboard, of whose circumstances they were ignorant, and 
whose necessities demanded instant and exceptional means of relief. Except 
in the case of Donegal, the project of intermediary County Committees was 
abandoned ; the Central Committee assumed the whole burden of supervising 
the aflfairs of 840 Local Committees ; and, for those desolate thousands, 
who were all but perishing on the islands and coasts of the Western Ocean — 
for whom Local Committees werfe helpless, and whose danger outran all 
common danger — the Western Isles' Sub-Committee was founded early in 
February, to make them its special and unstinted care. 

THE EXECUTIVE ORGANISATION. 

It will be understood that the guidance of an organisation thus wide- ^|,^®^gj^ 
spread, involving the consideration of many hundred weekly applications, hSiJ?"'^ 
with the innumerallo inqairies, correspondences, and comparisons arising 
thereout, imposed upon this Committee a labour of some magnitude. In the 
first months, especially before the exact extent of the distress was probed, or 
the relief system in full work, the task was one which those who had best 
reason to understand it, would not willingly face again for any less inspiring 
object than the saving of human life. The concentration in Dublin of the 
whole expense and trouble of superintending the local organisations, instead 
of having the labour and the cost divided among eighty local centres, involved 
necessarily a considerable addition both to the outlay and the labour thrown 
upon the Central Committee. A staff of clerks, to perform the enormous 
mass of scrivener}', accounts, and returns accruing daily, was the least 
of our requirements. The advantage of possessing the Mansion House, 
ttot only for iho meetings of the Committee, but for the transaction of everv 
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detail of its business, was very great. For more tlian six months the 
whole ground floor of the Mansion House was continuously occupied by 
day, and during a considerable part of the nights, by Sub-Committees, 
secretaries, and clerks. With the advantage of this suite of offices; of the 
machinery of forms, books, returns, and checks, devised by Mr. Dillox ; 
with the assiduous daily and nightly labours of numerous members of 
the Committee, and the loyal co-operation of their paid assistants, we 
are glad to think that the multifarious business daily thrust upon the 
Committee in all its branches, was despatched as smoothly and as 
promptly as the crisis demanded. The major portion of the labour, 
and the most critical portion, devolved upon the Examination Sub-Committee : 
it was they who sifted the tri-wcekly mass of applications ; who collated the 
returns from the difierent districts ; who, from the answers to searching 
queries, from comparisons of population, valuation, Poor-law taxation, and 
amount of help received from other charitable organizations, proportioned 
the grants to the varying necessities of the districts, and who conducted 
the multitudinous corresponJence therewith relateJ. The other Sub- 
Committees were the Publication Committee, which directed the appeals to 
and correspondence with foreign nations; the Western Isles' Committee, 
charged with provisioning the islands of the Western Coast ; the Finance 
Committee, which transacted the financial affairs of the Fund ; the Seeds 
Committee, which administered the special fund contributed for the distribu- 
tion of farm seeds ; and the Clothing Committee, charged with the selection 
and transmission of the clothing ordered by the General Committee. 

PROGRESS OF THE RELIEF. 

State of Let us recall the state of affairs amidst which the relief operations of 

»«nin«»<»- the Mansion House Committee be<]fan. We propjso to show, from the 

Mat cf the ^ •*• * 



testimony of independent eye-witnesses, that, in the beginning of January, 
before that relief had begun to tell, absolute Famine had raised its head in 
many places ; and that, if the hand of public charity had not interposed, and 
that quickly (all hope of State employment having disappeared), the interval 
between horrible privations and a more horrible death must have been soon 
passed. The official estimate was, that about two-thirds of the whole potato- 
crop had perished. That meant, as Dr. Neilson Hancocx observes, that the 
loss in some districts must have been nearlv total. The Bishop of Elphin 
estimated that " scarcely one-tenth of the potato-crop in Roscommon was fit 
ByMaaoeof for human food.** " There are thousauds of families,** his Lordship wrote, 
nritneMea concerning his own diocese, on the 12th of January, *' already suffering from 
hunger, and if relief does not speedily reach them, famine, sickness, and 
death will soon visit their desolate cabins.** ** I am personally aware,'* 
wrote the Hon. Secretary of the Miltown (Co. Galway) Relief Committee, 
on its formation in January, " that many families are living upon yellow 
meal since the last week of November. Many are in such straits that they 
have depended for the last three months on the charity of neighbours only 
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less wretched than themselves/' Ibe Priests of Aran Island walkmg 
through one of its villages, saw children '* entirely, absolutely naked " 
shivering in the fireless chimney corner.* In the parish of Muinteravara 
upon Bantry Bay, there were families ** actually starving on boiled turnips 
and salted sprats.'* t A Correspondent of the Freeman 8 Journal^ who 
travelled through the distressed districts of the West at the critical period in 
January before the Relief had made itself felt, visited hundreds of families 
wasting away in actual starvation ; existing upon a chance meal of stirabout 
begged from neighbours only less bare than themselves ; digging the potato- 
fields over again for a few forgotten roots, or cowering in their cabins all day, 
in order not to excite the pangs of hunger ; a family of nine in Dinas Island, 
existing on periwinkles ; the greater portion of the population of Inishark 
living upon a sort of sea-weed, called HloHvawii; '* broken-spirited, half-clad 
men, women, and children squatted in the darkness around the turf ashes, or 
ravening their horrid mess of sea- weed or periwinkles ; their potatoes gone 
since Christinas ; nothing to sow, nothing to fish with, nothing to pawn ; 
children without a rag of underclothing ; sick men and women without a drop 
of milk or tea to wet their lips with ; hollow cheeks, lustreless eyes, and 
broken hearts." ''With sorrow and a bleeding heart I have to confess to 
you," wrote the Rev. M. Killeen, P.P. Kilshanny (Co. Clare), "that the 
blackness of death seems hanging over us; the strong men are growing weak 
and faint." A Catholic Priest of Galway stated to the Special Correspondent 
of the London SUindnrdy that he knew a family of eleven persons all told, 
who had not had a meal for four days.} Many of the people of Ferriter 
(Co. Kerry), '* once comfortable," their parish priest vouched, were, in 
January, living on boiled Swedish turnips, which they begged from their more 
fortunate neighbours. !| In Pettigo (Co. Fermanagh), men who came to the 
Priest's house, looking for relief, ** fainted with hunger and exhaustion." § 
The Protestant Rector of Cahirciveen having opened some small relief works 
to employ the starving people, one of the first men who came to seek employ- 
ment dropped dead at his gate, the doctor said from heart disease, the people 
said from want as well. 

The Standard Correspondent, whose investigations did much to dispel 
the incredulity which was even then largely prevalent in England, observes 
in a letter from Galway, on the 18th of January : ** The more I examine and 
investigate the condition of things here, the more thoroughly convinced am I 
that it is impossible to overestimate the gravity of the situation. There will 
be something far more serious to occupy the public mind soon, than the excite- 
ment attending the service of a few ejectment processes. A few of the land- 
lords are anxious to assist the people, others stand apart and will do nothing, 
while many others are to be met with who deny the existence of any distress 

♦ Letter of Rev. J. A. Coxcaxnox, P.P., and Rev. D. W. Fahey, CO., January 29. 
t Letter of Rev. J. Bowex, P.P. X Standard^ January Hth. 

i Letter to the Bishop of Kerry. 
Letter of Rev. J. M*Kenna, P.P., to Mansion House Committee. 
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at all. I have C9nv6rsed with several, and have heard all the above opinions pro- 
poanded, but I am bound to say, that I have met with no one who, on being 
pressed, did not acknowledge that things were bad, and certain to become 
worse during the summer, for all credit is at an end, and the people can hope 
for no food from their holdings till August, when the crops will come in." 
In another letter he remarks : — ** I have met persons during my journey, 
who laugh at tha idea of famine in ths West, and who say sincerely enough : 
* I can't see it ;' but such persons do not understand the long-suflfering, 
patient, unobtrusive character of these poor people. They dread the name of 
want, almost as much as they dread its presence, and so seek to conceal their 
suflferings even from each other. Hence they will approach the verge of 
starvation before they ask for relief." Nevertheless, the Correspondent, as 
he entered Caherciveen, found swarms of these much-enduring creatures in 
the stre3ts, " squatting in rows along the kerbstones, crouching in dozens at 
the corners, sitting on doorsteps, waiting and watching for food the livelong 

day All life and spirit seem crushed out of them, their energies 

are prostrate, they can think about nothing but hunger. If you meet them 
on the foot-paths they do not turn aside ; if you push them gently from your 
path, they move mechanically, as if unconscious of the presence of external 
objects. Humanity shrinks startled and appalled from the contemplation of 
such abject misery, and nothing but the feeling of deep responsibility could 
induce me to write it." * In Killaruey, which enjoyed the rare and all but 
singular advantage of having 300 heads of families in the employment of the 
EiRL OP KsKMiRB, the Correspondent, leaving the open streets, passed (in 
the company of the dispensary medical officer and of a priest deputed by the 
bishop to accompany him) " through crowded lanes and alleys, where the 
cabins of tha poor were clustered thickly together ; and I shall never forget 
the scenes of poverty and wretchedness which were here revealed, although I 
should vainly attempt to describe them. In one wretched house we found a 
family of eight persons. Tha father had not had a day's work for two months, 
and the mother assured us that her little ones had not tasted food since the 
morning of the previous day. Huddled on a wisp of straw, which lay on the 
damp floor, and covered merely with an old quilt, the hungry children had 
cried themselves to sleep, but the noise of our visit disturbed them, and they 
renewed their clamours in piteous appeals to ' Mammy ' for something to eat. 
Not an article of furniture, save a broken bench, was in the house, all had been 
sold or pawned for food ; the Sisters of Mercy had given them their last meal; 
the eldest child was to go to the convent that evening, and, should she fail 
to get food, the poor creatures would continue supperless. My companions 
gave this destitute family the price of a supper, and we went our way, 
and saw able-bodied msn lying upon wretched straw couches, believing that by 
remaining quiet, they could better resist the pain of hunger which gnawed at 
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their vitals Farther on we came to the cabin of a family, who had 

once been better oflf ; they were now reduced to the lowest extremity, and, 
horrible to relate, the miud of the mother had given way before the pangs of 
hunger, and she had become insane. * I have been attending this woman/ 
said the medical man to me, ' and I believe that she has gone mad from star- 
vation.' Need I write more ? I prefer to spare your readers the recital of 
further tales of misery. I am sick and weary from the contemplation of such 
scenes, and I fervently pray it may never bo my lot to witness them again."* 
Dr. Kearney, writing from Carna, Connemara, on the 22nd January, declared 
that there were over 500 families in the parish, in absolate want at that 
momentw '* Several families here of six, seven, and eight members, have not 
had a morsel of food for the last fortnight, except by rooting at the soil from 
sunrise to sunset, in order to pick up the stray potato that escaped at the 
first digging." " If not relieved before the end of this week," wrote the 
Rev. P. GREAiiY, C.A., from the same place, on the 26th January, " I fear we 
will have many inquests." 

The special correspondent of the Daily 'Telegraph gave still more horrible 
pictures, if possible, of his experiences. Of the first cabin he entered at 
Kildonay, he said: — "I never saw anything in the way of a home in a 
civilized country — and I have seen a good deal — more appalling than this." 
In a neighbouring cabin the family dinner of eight persons consisted of a 
single cabbage. ** These Kildonay people," he wrote on the 6th January, 
*' and their neighbours all along the Donegal coast, as well as up in the high- 
lands, will soon be starving. There is the fact — the very hardest of facts — 
and the Government and the people of Great Britain, having to look it in the 
face, had better do so at once, lest a worse thing happen, and it be said that 
the unfortunates have actually perished for want of aid." *' Oh ! sir, we are all 
alike," said a poor fellow to him in Murrisk (Co. Mayo), "and if the Lord 
don't open a gap for us soon, we're all done." " In many places," he wrote 
from Connemara, on January 12th, ** the question is one of famine impending, 
but here the grisly spectre has arrived, and stalks abroad though the country 
seeking its victims. Proofs of this are unhappily forthcoming in any number." 
Another observer t takes a dozen cases precisely in the order in which he 
visited the houses, good, bad, and indifi'erent, upon his route through Allbrack, 
(in the neighbourhood of Sljuo Head), and there is reason to think the result 
represents faithfully the condition of the distressed populations at the initiation 
of the relief. "No 1. — A squatter, evicted from his farm, and living on a 
patch of conacre ; potatoes gone since November, seeds and all ; living since 
by pawning ; nothing now left to pawn ; not a potato in the house for supper, 
unless the vannithee could beg some ; didn't know how much rent or debt 
he owed— more than he could pay till the day of his death. No. 2. — A tall 
haggard man ; had not sown a potato last year ; had no money to buy the 

^ Standard^ Januaiy 20th. t Freetnan's Journal^ January 28th. 
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seed. How had he lived since ? — (with a ghastly smile) — The third part of 
the time starving ; sometimes catching a fish, if a ueighhour would lend him 
a boat; sometimes doing an odd day's work at the ('astle at Is. 6 J. a day, 
1«. a day of which was stopped for rent ; had not got breakfast, and did not 
know where to get supper. Father Flannery held out some cheering hope 
that relief would be forthcoming in a week. The man turned fiercely — * In a 
week ! If you get anybody that will bury me then, it will be enough for 
me.* No. 8. — Potatoes for a week besides seed ; three children lying sick, 
unable to keep the half-rotten potatoes on their stomachs ; mother crooning 
sullenly over the fire, and would hardly look up to answer. No. 4. — Nine in 
family ; father without shoe or stocking, clad in a piece of ragged sail-cloth ; 
ashamed, like most of his neighbours to appear at Mass ; sowed 21^ bushels 
of seed potatoes last year; ate the last of them, seeds and all, before Christ- 
mas; nothing to feed nine mouths for the last fortnight except the relief 
meal ; used to make two and three tons of kelp when it fetched £6 or £7 a ton ; 
was glad enough last year to give it for 30^. ; has no earthly means of raising 
a penny, or seeding his land. No. 5. — Father, mother, and six children, for 
the last three weeks, depending on charity for a meal a day and for turf ; had 
to burn a box, and some of the timbers of the roof for firing ; the relief meal 
being out, they had no supper for the night, * Only there are good neighbours 
still, thanks be to his Holy Name.' (The turf famine has scourged this 
district more severely than any other I know, the fuel having not only to be 
brought five miles on people's backs, but to be paid for in cash). No. 6. — 
Five children ; mother dying of consumption ; lying in her everyday clothes on 
the ground close to the fire, with her little children mutely grouped around her ; 
potatoes for another fortnight, but not a drop of milk to moisten the dying 
woman's lips. No. 7,— Father proudly exhibited a fortnight's potatoes, 
besides a bushel of seeds, with the air of a man of fortune ; * To tell the truth, 
though, we haven't a rag of clothes to go to Mass, nor a blanket itself, that is 
not in the pawn.' No. 8. — Will be able to live unaided until St. Patrick's 
Day, and, in this wilderness of misery worse than his, must expect no com- 
passion. No. 9. — Seven children ; for nine weeks without potatoes ; father 
shoeless ; no turf, and no money to buy it ; would have died already only for 
the relief, * and small losd ' (he gloomily said) ; a quarter of a stone of flour 

* with nine divides,* the only sustenance of the family for two days ; not a 
scrap of breakfast that morning, and had yet to beg a supper ; ofiercd an old 
table to a neighbour the previous evening for a supper of potatoes, and could 
not get them ; bed and clothes in pawn ; * enough debts to drown a ship ; ' 

* not as much rags between us as would clothe a child.' No. 10. — Five in 
family ; a poor woman, two days after her confinement, lying on a pallet in 
the chimney cornier, with a quilt over her everyday clothes ; her husband had 
to sell quarter of his seed potatoes to buy some turf during her lying-in, * and 
indeed, unless dry potatoes, sorra the penny I had to reach her any comfort 
in life in her weakness.' (This was one of the most respectable farmers in the 
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townland, and he accepted the Priest's furtive shilliog with as warm gi-atitude 
as if it were a fortune). No. 12. — A prauca (lowest type of a Connaught hut) 
of the most frightful kind, built against rocks, and flat-roofed with green 
sods and wattles ; entered three steps under ground by a door less than four 
feet high ; inhabited by two old women, one of whom was lying on the floor in 
her clothes, almost speechless and insensible, dying, if I can believe the testi- 
mony of all her neighbours, of absolute starvation ; her old fellow lodger and her 
daughter solemnly averred that she had not tasted anything of any sort except 
cold water for three whole days, and that when they managed to beg some 
potatoes, her stomach refused to retain any food ; I cannot doubt that the 
unfortunate old creature was in one of the last stages of starvation. I was 
glad to fly from the horrors of the place, while my reverend companion was 
administering the last Sacraments to the dying woman.** 

We have thought it best to allow eye-witnesses to tell, in their own condition 
words, the condition of things which the Mansion House Committee and Famine in 

tno Www 

the sister charitable associations were face to face with, at the outset of their 
career. Over nearly the whole western half of the island hung a cloud cf 
impending famine; along the sea-coast, famine was actually at its work, 
slowly wasting the strength of the people to the point of pestilence and death. 
Suddenly through the gloom, began to pierce the light of the world's sjTupathy 
and help. Charitable grants began to be distributed just at the moment 
when, in many districts, the charity of the wretched people towards each other had 
done its last office, and when the miserable beings, reduced to a meal a day 
of turnips, shell-fish, or sea-weed, had already sunk into the torpor which is 
the second stage of starvation. So urgent was the necessity, so heartrending 
were the panic-stricken letters which poured in from places reduced to 
extremities like this, that at their first meeting in January the Mansion 
House Committee, in several cases, unanimously suspended standing orders 
for the purpose of despatching aid to Committees not yet formally constituted, 
rather than prolong the pangs of the starving people by one unnecessary hour. 
It may be judged with what a w^ild rush the unhappy people clutched at j^^j^^^^ 
the first earnest of relief. One of the most dismal spectacles of those ^e?'*^* 
times, was the ragged famished crowds that came like spectres out of the 
darkness of their cabins, swarming around the doors of the Relief Committees 
by day and night, in rain and frost, with gaunt piteous faces, in their thin rags, 
waiting patiently for the first wretched dole of Indian meal. The Swinford 
Committee, at their first distribution, on the 16th of January, sat far into the 
night, and distributed 1,000 tickets for two stones of Indian meal apiece; yet 
there were between 300 and 500 more fathers of families still left empty- 
handed, who travelled long distances, and waited all day and night in the 
streets in expectation of a similar wretched pittance.* " On yesterday, our 
day of meeting at Belleek" (County Fermanagh), **to afibrd reUof,'* wrote 

♦ Letter of ihc Very Rev. De.vn Durcan, P.r., V.F., 17th January. 
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the Chairman of the Ljcal Relief Committee, ** the cro'.vd was so f:i*eat, look- 
ing for anything at all we could give, that it occupied the Committee up to 
two hours after night to get through our list of applicants, and we had to give 
up the task nearly in hopeless despair of knowing what to do to get the 
shivering creatures away. It was sad to see hundreds crowded together, 
uround the door of where the Committee met, waiting from twelve o'clock 
noon to eight at night, under drenching rain, for whatever little we could give.'* 
The rush at the first distribution in CoUooney (County Sb'gc) ** was so large 
that it took several policemen and others to keep the passage clear."* 
"I had this evening (22ud January)," says the Eev. M. O'Donnell, P.P., 
Foxford, '* to address five hundred starving creatures from my window, as I 
could not open the door. It was only after night closed, when these creatures 
were induced to leave with empty stomachs, that we were able to hold our 
meeting." *' Those people who still entertain doubts as to the intensity of 
distress in Connemara," says the Correspondent of the Standard, writing from 
Loughrea, on the 15th Januarj', ** would, I feel sure, b3 readily induced to 
filter iheir opinions could they only have witnessed the spectacle exhibited 
a few days since in the little town of Clifden. Here a Local Relief Com- 
mittee has been established, and, an instalment of money having been 
forwarded from Dublin, the Committee at once applied it to purchase food for 
the hungry people. This public tender of relief at once revealed the misery 
of the poor creatures who thronged to obtain it. Hungry and half naked, with- 
out clothes and without credit, they had cowered for weeks in their cabins, 
ashamed to appear before their neighbours in the open day, and venturing 
only to move about when the friendly shades of night came to veil their 
wretchedness. But now the news was abroad that bread for the hungry ones 
might bo had for the asking, and, in the wild rush^to obtain it, all other con- 
siderations w^ere forgotten. Women and children, half naked, rushed through 
the streets and besieged the doors of the Committee-rooms, and provision- 
stores. The women were wrapped in pieces of old patch-work quilts. An old 
blanket, or a piece of sacking was substituted for a cloak, and, in some cases 
an old corn sack was used for the same purpose. It was manifest that every 
article of clothing, on w^hich money could be raised, had been disposed of. 
. • . . . The presence of S3 much misery wa3 sickening, and afforded 
a sight which will not readily be forgotten." At Cahirciveen, tho same 
cautious observer confesses himself fairly overpowered by ** the shrieks of 
woe and piteous supplications which burst from the famishing crowd " around 
the Rev. Canon Brosnan's door, at the announcement that there was no more 
relief for the day. ** I saw men, borne forward by their fellows, falling on 
their knees at the door-step, and, with big tears in their eyes, declare that they 
were starving. It was too much for the Priest's resolution, and with a hurried 
apology to me for his seeming inconsistency, he turned to the poor creatures 

* Letter of Mr. Geobqb Helen, 19th Januaiy. 
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again : * If I hiul to sell my houso and its contents, they shall not starve,' 
said he, and I am certain that ho meant it." Mora wonderful even than the seif^xmtmi 
sufferings of the people, was their self-control during that dangerous period, 
before the relief-system had yet fully developed itself, and while many were 
enduring the torments of seeing relief in sight without being able to taste it. 
Except that a bread-van was robbed in Sligo, and some bread-shops broken 
into by roughs in the city of Cork, and that a bind of starving wretches boarded 
a schooner laden with meal off Errismore, thinking it was relief meal, and 
when told that it was private property went quietly away; there is not a 
single instance recorded in which the hungry and excited crowds, sick with 
waiting, and often waiting in vain, in the towns of the distressed districts, 
proceeded to any act of outrage or plunder. 

By the end of January the Belief Organisation had penetrated to every JJSJJ^^uJ. 
district where life was in danger, and for the moment the terrors of starvation ^^^ 
were banished. A thrill of relief and gratitude ran through the rescued 
people. The thanks of Carna will sufficiently exemplify the rest: — ** The 
people are grateful beyond expression or description, and pray for you and all 
their benefactors. Hundreds would have died here from hunger already if you 
had left us to our fate."* The Mansion House Committee had dispensed 
their fund, however, with a sparing hand, and only in districts menaced with 
immediate and deadly danger. It was felt, as it turned out, that the distress 
must increase every week, as the store of potatoes of the small farmers ran 
out ; it was found to be spreading in an alarming form to counties far outside 
the original zone of distress ; and the Committee had to face the prospect, 
that, the Government measures in the direction of public employment having 
collapsed, hundreds of thousands of starving people would be thrown for six 
months to come upon the uncertain resource of foreign charity. First, with ^ ^ 
regard to the unanticipated extent of the distress ; — the taint which was J? ^e^T* 
darkest on the Western coasts was suddenly discovered to have eaten its way ^""^ 
into the very heart of hitherto flourishing inland regions. In counties like 
Longford, Tipperary, Monaghan, Watcrford, Antrim, Leitrim, Fermanagh, 
Roscommon, and Cavan, not only were bands of foodless labourers roaming 
through the towns, but the cruel blows of the last three years had crushed 
the small farmers in the dust, and reduced them in many districts almost to 
the condition of their brethren of the Western wilds. Major Percy, the 
resident magistrate of what used to be reputed the wealthy town of Nenagh, 
visited the homes of the unemployed poor there, in February, '* and he 
declared he was quite unprepared, even with all his experience of distress in 
India, to realise the extent of the poverty and misery that met his gaze.'* 
"Beally, the poor people are on the point of dying; their appearance is !»*>»« ^'<wti 
appalling :" was the report of the Belleek (County Fermanagh) Committee. 
The Very Rev. Dr» Cleary, P.P., Dungarvan (now Bishop of Kingston, in 

* Letter of the Rev. Rather Grealy, Chairman of the Local Committee. 
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CaDada), in acknowledging a grant of £100 on the 19tli of February, reminds 
the Mansion House Committee that, ** your generous charity will enable us to 
feavo our poor from starvation for not more than six days." The Eev. 
Thomas Cummins, C.C, as early as the 20th of January, knew of thirty-three 
'homes in Scotstown, County Monaghan, where there was neither food nor fire, 
^Jw*}j»^ and related a visit made by him to a patient in a hovel where he found the 
family, seven in all, striving to cheat hunger **by lying on cold beds, in a 
fireless room, with cold, empty stomachs ;" adding the terrible words, *' I fear 
my patient is now a cold corpse among them, and if I was constituted judge 
and jury over the cause of her death, my verdict would be 'want of food.' '* 
From Moybologue, Co. Cavau, the Rev. J. E. H. Murphy, B. A., Clk., wrote, 
on the 12th February : — **No case of death by actual starvation has as yet, 
thank God, occurred, to the knowledge of the Committee ; but unless imme- 
diate relief be procured from some source, Tve know not w hat fearful results a 
delay of even so short a time might bring forth. Many of the small farmers 
are destitute of food, of fuel, and of clothing. They are at the present moment 
eating, or have already eaten, their seed potatoes and seed corn, to preserve 
life. Many of them are perishing for want of ordinary clothes, and, what is 
far more serious, have no bedclothes to protect them at night from the wintry 
cold." The Eev. W. Thompson, Hector of Cushendall, County Antrim, 
described the condition of the people of that neighbourhood as ** impoverished 
to an extent unknown since '47.*' In Arklow (County Wicklow) the whole 
fishing population owed their lives to charity. " It is painful and humiliating 
to have to acknowledge that even in this, the premier county of Ulster, there 
exists distress deepfelt and widespread, "" said an appeal from Kilcoo, County 
Down, on the 12th of February, signed, among others, by the Hon. S. Ward, 
by Mr. J. P. Kingscote, J.P. ; by the Rev. Charles Parkhurst, M.A., 
Incumbent ; and the Rev. H. Connor, P.P. ** Nothing but sheer necessity 
can force our people to acknowledge want and ask relief.'* Again, from Plum- 
bridge, County Tyrone: — ** You may think it strange to have before you an 
appeal for relief from so prosperous a county as Tyrone. Even here, not long 
since, everyone would have thought so likewise. This parish, if not rich, 
had few poor. Now all is changed.'* In March there was no county in Ireland 
in which there were not at least two Local Relief Committees receiving grants 
from the Mansion House Fund. There were 37 such Committees in Cavau, 
42 in Limerick, 18 in Longford, 22 in Tyrone, 13 in Westmeath, 19 in 
Monaghan, 37 in Tipperary, 11 in Kilkenny, and so on, according to the 
pressure of the distress, and the power to cope with it out of the local 
resources.* In the City of Dublin itself dangerous symptoms of distress had 
show^n themselves ; processions of unemployed labourers marched through the 

* £7,010 was gi-anti'd by this Coiumittee for the rtlief of the distress in Cavau : 
£7,710 in Leitrini; £3,910 in Tipiwrary ; £1,000 in Westmeath : £9.335 in Roscommon: 
£3,275 in Limerick; £-2,:U5 in Monaghan: £11,065 in S%o ; £2,225 in Tyrone. The 
smallest amount granted to any county was £95 to Wexford* 
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Btreets ; and various strong claims to a portion of the Mansion House Fund 
were pressed upon this Committee. TLe Sub-Committee, to \Yhich the applica- 
tions were submitted, while acknowledging the exceptional intensity of the The Distre 
distress, declared that **a city like DubUn could not, with propriety, appcaH<|^to^ 
for outside aid to relieve distress within its precincts.'* As, however, many cif^p^d 
of the Dublin subscribers had contributed on the understanding that the city 
should not be excluded, it was recommended that a portion, and that not a 
large portion, of the money subscribed in Dublin, should be used for the 
relief of distress in Dublin ; with the distinct understanding and declaration, 
that no further city claim upon the Fund should be entertained. The grants, 
amounting to £625, which were upon the strength of that recommendation 
divided among the city charitable organisations (being, as it was reckoned, 
about one tenth of the Dublin subscriptions), constituted the only assistance 
furnished by this Committee in Dublin. The grievous distress which unque?. 
tionably prevailed in the city was taken in charge by a separate City of Dublin 
Eelief Committee, with a separate fund, which the Lord Mayor inaugurated 
with a subscription of dB500. The establishment of an independent civic 
organisation saved the Irish capital the humiliation of begging bread for its 
poor, at the same time that it liberated the Mansion House Fund in its 
entirety for the relief of distress of a more desperate type elsewhere. 

While the demands for help were thus stiirting up, here, there, and every F»diuiecf 
where, in spite of the tight rein kept upon places with any capacity left to ment"'''^^*" 
help themselves, the steps taken by the Government with the object of provi- Keiief 
ding employment, had altogether failed to lessen the strain upon the charitable 
funds. In November the Government had offered loans on favourable terms to 
landowners, for the improvement of their estates, and to local sanitary autho- 
rities for useful works, ^dth the object of creating employment for unskilled 
labour. This project having proved practically a dead letter, the land- 
owners were in January invited to take loans, to be expended in labour ti„. i^,.,n.s 
upon their estates, upon the liberal terms of having to pay only 1 per owuew ' 
cent, interest, no interest at all being charged for the first two years, and the 
period of repayment being spread over 85 years. Considerable sums were 
applied for under this generous power ; but it was found that the districts 
where the distress was sorest, were precisely those in which the landowners were 
unwilling to incur loans upon any terms ; and, in the result, no appreciable 
amount of employment from that source reached the labouring classes, until 
the back of the distress was broken.* At the same time the Lord Lieutenant 
was empowered by the Government to convoke Extraordinary Baronial ThcBarcnu 
Sessions, in districts where the alternative measure had no effect, and to make ^^^'^ 
advances at 1 per cent, interest, repayable in fifteen years, for such public 
works as the Sessions might sanction, under the heads of fencing, repairing^ 

♦The Local Government Boai-d Annual Report states, that np to its date (1 7th 
April, 1880), of £1,245,583 applied for by landowners, £184,460 had been issued, and of 
£143,962 applied for by sanitary authorities, £7,937 had been issued. It is believed that the 
bulk of the advances were made to a few great landed proprietors. 
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or levelling existing rouds, or making new ones. One hundred and si?; 
such Baronial Sessions were actually summoned by the Lord Lieutenant. 
But, in some of the needy districts (as at Clifden), the Justices refused point- 
blank to saddle bankrupt baronies with taxation, which, in the universal 
indigence of the cesspayers, must come out of the pockets of the landowners. 
In others, the cesspayers consented to bear the taxes, and passed large pre- 
sentments for public works ; but the works passed at the Baronial Sessions 
had to be first approved of by the Commissioners of Public Works, (who in 
most cases rejected them altogether) ; those which survived had to be sub- 
mitted to the Government, who referred them to the Local Government 
Board, who referred them to their Local Inspectors for reports ; which reports 
were in turn transmitted by the Local Government Board to the Government, 
Deferred tm ^i^^ ^'^^^ the final decision lay. During this process of circumlocution, 
hSSJ^?ot. the season had advanced to sowing-time, and tho danger of drawing men away 
from tilling their lands was made tho apology for deferring the baronial 
works until midsummer, or throwing them overboard altogether. 
JhePe^ie The Special measures of the Government having thus failed to afford 

Im^^St^ any substantial co-operation, the whole brunt of the relief fell upon the 
charitable organisations, and, to far the largest extent, upon this Committee. 
The Duchess of Marlborough's Committee had, from the beginning, 
restricted its scope to Connaught and the Atlantic seaboard, and its grants 
applied only to the class of occupiers of small holdings of land who could not 
legally (until the abrogation of the Gregory quarter-acre clause in March) 
receive Poor-law reUef without surrendering their holdings. In relation to the 
entire labouring population, therefore, and throughout all the remaining 
area of distress, the Mansion House Committee was, wnth the exception of the 
National Land League, the only then existing source of dependence. The extent 
of the responsibility thus involved, even altogether outside the original focus 
of distress, may be estimated by the fact that, of the sixty-six Unions oflScially 
scheduled, under the Relief of Distress Act, as distressed districts, 
thirty-eight Unions are situated outside tho range of the Duchess of 
Marlborough s Committee's operations : that is to say, Connaught, Donegal, 
Clare, Kerry, and Cork; and that the Extraordinary Baronial Sessions 
convoked by the Lord Lieutenant were spread over no less than sixteen 
counties.* Under these circumstances, every succeeding week in January 
and February brought forth new Local Committees, and increased demands 
upon the existing ones. The Mansion House Committee found themselves 
constrained to admit the claims of 102 new Local Committees in the period 
from the 17th to the 28th of February. On the last day of February there 
were 631 of these Committees in operation, and the total number of persons 
on the relief lists during the last week of that month was 512,625 (a large 
proportion of whom, however, were partially relieved by the munificent 

* Annual Report of the Local Grovemment Board, pp. 9 and 12. 
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grants transmitted from America to the Irish Bishops, and from other 
Boorces). It had required an expenditure of £45,049, concurrently with at least 
as much more from all other eleemosynary sources, to feed the destitute until 
then with scanty doles of Indian meal. That that duty was, however, fulfilled, 
with as little privation to ihe suflferers, and as careful precaution against 
fraud as is, perhaps, possible in the case of a wide-spread voluntary charitable 
organisation, we do not care to show so much by the votes of thanks of the 
Local Committees which were during the period constantly and fervently 
poured forth, as by the united voice of the Irish Bishops, whose means of 
information were unrivalled, and who were themselves above all suspicion of 
local bias, as well as by the verdicts of public bodies still less likely to be 
charged i^dth partiality towards this Committee. For example, the Grand 
Jury of the County of Cork, assembled at the Spring Assizes (J. McCarthy 
O'Leary, Esq., D.L., Foreman), passed an unanimous resolution, proposed 
and seconded by two of the most prominent Conservative landowners in that 
county, "offering their grateful acknowledgments to the Executive Committee 
and the subscribers to the Mansion House Fund, for the large sums of money 
forwarded by them for the relief of distress in this county." The Grand 
Jury of the County of Kerry at the same time (Henry A. Hecbklt, 
Esq., M.P., Foreman), passed a resolution, proposed by Mr. E. De Moleyxs, 
and seconded by Mr. J. E. Buller, ** That we express our appreciation of 
the efforts made and carried out by the Mansion House Committee for the 
relief of the distressed districts in this county." 

Up to March there was no visible barrier whatever between the people inoracs ok 
and starvation, except the charitable funds, and the Marlborough Committee u^SSMti J 
grants for food having about this time practically ceased, the Mansion House 
Committee had no alternative but to encounter tbe daily increasing ravages of 
distress, with ever-increasing inroads upon their Fund. The Relief of TbeReiiefof 
Distress Act, passed on the 15th of March, altered the situation. It enabled 
Boards of Guardians, in Unions scheduled as distressed, to grant out-door 
relief in food or fuel to the small farmers, without the surrender of their 
holdings, and to such other able-bodied persons as they deemed fit objects of 
relief. Upon the 19th of March, the Lord Mayor impressed gravely ?SSai!?n oi 
upon the Mansion House Committee the advisability of utilising the new Act »ueGnuiu 
so as to relieve the tremendous strain upon the charitable funds, and husband 
their resources for the still more trj'ing months to come. They were now 
spending at the rate of £13,000 a week ; their balance was under £4(),0()() ; 
they had no reason to anticipate that the magnificent Australian funds, which 
were their main reliance, could continue to flow in with the same volume as 
heretofore. If they went on maintaining their present grants, their resources 
would be exhausted in six weeks ; at the very time when, the spring work 
being over, the distress promised to be more acute and desperate than ever. The 
Relief Act (he argued) placed the Guardians of the scheduled Unions in the 
position of giving food and fuel to the poor, and that was practically what 
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this Committee had hitherto heen doing. If they reduced their grants, the 
Guardians could not reasonably shirk the duty of making good the deficiency 
to the poor. There were other circumstances which seemed to render a 
curtaihnent of the grants, not merely feasible, but desirable. Owing to the 
operation of the Seeds Act, an unusual breadth of tillage was being laid 
down ; and, although the small farmers were too poor to pay for labour, there 
still sprang up sufficient employment in many districts to enable the agricul- 
tural labourers to be removed from the relief lists. It was stated also, that 
in a few isolated instances, labourers who could find work preferred to be 
supported in idleness by charity. All these considerations moved the 
Mansion House Committee to adopt a resolution : — 

" That, in view of the enormous and increasing demauds upon the Mansion 
House Fund, and the fact that the distress is likely to be more severe in some weeks 
hence, when the spring work is over, and seeing that Boards of Guardians are 
empowered to grant out-door relief, in food and fuel, to Unions scheduled under the 
3rd section of the Relief of Distress (Ireland) Act, 1880, it is desirable that in such 
Unions the Local Committee should see that the provisions of the said Act, and the 
order of the Local Government Board thereunder are put in force, but not iu such 
manner as to interfere with the cultivation of their own land by small landholders 
now in receipt of relief; be it therefore resolved that a circular be issued to the 
Local Committees, directing their attention to the provisions of the Act, and 
requiring them, so soon as the Guardians of the L^nion are prepared to afford 
adequate out door relief under tlie 3rd section thereof, to confine, save in special 
and exceptional cases, the relief given by means of the Mansion House Fund, to 
small farmers cultivating their own lands, and with instructions to supply to the 
Guardians of their Union, and to require from them lists of those relieved by both 
respectively, so as to guard against relief being given to one person fmm more than 
one source, and similarly in the case of other relief organisations, if such exist 
within the districts ; and that the Local Committees be required to notify to this 
Committee all cases where the Guardians fail to carry out the provisions of the 
Act, or to fix a sufficient scale of relief. That the Publication Committee be 
appointed to cany out the foregoing resolution, with instructions to place themselves 
in communication with the other Committees, in order to secure, so far as possible, 
imiformity of action, with power to adopt a joint form of circular with the other 
two Committees." 

The Act The result showed that the new R<3lief Act was substantially as ineflfectual 

SpSativo" as those which had preceded it. From various causes, the Boards of 
Guardians could not be spurred into any general system of out-door relief, 
Buch as would replace the charitable grants, should they be diminished or 
withdrawn. In the Unions where the distress was most aggravated, any 
attempt to feed the people at the expense of the ratepayers, must simply have 
swamped the entire ratepaying body in common ruin. In many Unions it 
took several thousand pounds a week, in various forms of alms, to keep the 
population alive. Such a burden imposed upon a body of ratepayers whO; in 



EFFECT OF DIMINISHED RELIEF. 47 

the language of the Belmullet Local Committee, ''are not themselves half 
so independent, nor so sure of their daily food, as the paupers to whose sup- 
port they must contribute if they have it," would have reduced them to ruin 
before a month. In many other Unions the Guardians had availed them- 
selves liberally of the Seeds Act, and had purchased from £4,000 to <£8,000 
worth of seed corn and potatoes ; which they considered to be as heav>' a 
responsibility as their ratepayers should bear. But there were others where 
these excuses failed ; where the poor-rate was still low, where the distress was 
within reasonable bounds, and where the well-to-do portion of the community 
had not hitherto, in taxation or subscriptions, borne their full share of the 
sacrifices of the time. This was so strongly felt, that for several months the 
Mansion House Committee did not relax thoir efforts with the Local Govern- 
ment Board, to stimulate the recalcitrant Guardians into a more generous 
policy. But the Act was not mandatory, and the Guardians shunned the tiSS"J|?SlJ 
sacrifice. In these circumstances a wail of terror went up at the prospect of §^G?Sta° 
a withdrawal or reduction of the Mansion House grants. ** For God's sake,'* 
Dean M'Manus telegraphed to the Lord Mayor from Clifden, **do not 
abandon us. If help is withheld for a week, hundreds will die." In almost 
identical words, the Protestant Rector of Moylough, Rev. Canon Tait, LL.D., 
uttered the warning : *' If for a single week the supplies are cut off, we shall 
have hundreds starving on every side." One good result came of the action 
of the Mansion House Committee : any person who could possibly find 
Babsistence by his labour was carefully eliminated from the relief-lists. But as 
fast as the labourers found employment, fresh batches of the small farmers 
were coming to the end of their food supply, and there was reason to fear 
they would be driven to devour the seed-potatoes just supplied to them, if their 
wants were not otherwise supplied while they were tilling their farms. Despite 
all the efforts of vigilance and economy, therefore, the l«st week of March 
found the relief-lists still exhibiting the enormous total of 488,385 persons. 
Providentially, if the demands upon the charitable funds had not gi'eatly 
diminished, neither hid the flow of the world's charity. 

• 

THE WESTERN ISLES. 

It is necessary shortly to explain now the special machinery applied to specuidr- 
the relief of the islands of the Atlantic coast and the necessity for it. These ^^rn 
islands number about thirty in all, and contain 22,510 souls. They are ^*** 
scattered at wide intervals along the wiiole western coast from Donegal to 
Cork. Although in many cases separated from the mainland by a channel 
only a few miles wide, they lie open to the full rage of a tempestuous ocean 
which, from November to May, beats around them with such fury that even 
the hardy fishermen of the islands are frequently for whole fortnights together 
afraid to tempt the waves. Owing to the want of sheltered landing-places, 
the passage to the islands is still more perilous for large crafCi and even the 
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monntainous shores they adjoin are for the most part almost as inaccessible 
and forlorn as the islands. Upon these desolate prisons amidst the Atlantic, it 
suddenly became known that men were sinking by slow starvation unknown 
to the world. The worst that could be said of isolated casos upon the main- 
land wa3, save in a few exceptional caso.?, true of the entire island population. 
If ever there was poverty genuine, poignant, terrific, and unmerited, it was 
theirs. Their little food crops had withered so utterly away that it was often 
difficult to find an altogethsr sound potato in a basketful or a basketful in a 
whole ridge. Every smallest remnant of their simple wealth had disappeared 
under the last three years' avalanche of losses ; tlieir stock, their furniture, 
the very clothes on their backs and the blankets off their wretched beds. 
Valuable fishing grounds lay at their doors; but such boats as they possessed 
were too crazy, and their fishing-gear too rotten and primitive to yield them 
any sufficient reliurn for tlie dangers of these wild s^ai. If they burned kelp, 
as upon the islands in Kilkerrin Bay, or if they migrated yearly to Scotland 
for the harvest, as from Achill, they had suffered their share of the year's loss 
of £50,000 in the one industry, and of £250,003 in the other. Helpless alike 
on sea and shore, shivering in rags around their empty fireplaces, friendless 
and alone in their solitude of angry waters, they had shortened their rations 
as in a besieged city until in Januiry tiny were existing for the most part 
upon a meal a day of rotten potatoes, turnips, coarse dried fish, or boiled 
sloucfifvn. Before them, famine ; around them a misery which (in the words 
of Mr. Lane Joyn't after he had beheld it) ** language could not describe" — 
which (said Lord Francis Godolphin O.sborne) ** almost drives me to despair 
of relieving it " — a misery so abject that when a gunboat w^as despatched a 
short time before to one of the Blasket Islands to enforce payment of county 
cess, the crew of the gunboat no sooner saw the unhappy creatures they had come 
to overawe, than they clubbed together and paid the amount of the demand out 
of their own wages. The Mansion House Committee recognised that the 
starving islanders could be rescued by none of the ordinary methods, since upon 
most of the islands there was nobody above the fear of starvation to organise a 
Local Comoaittiee, and even if such a body could be supplied with funds the 
people must inevitably have perished before the money could be turned into 
food and the food transported to the islands. A Western Isles Committee, 
composed of Mr. William Lane Joynt (Chairman), Lord Francis Godolphin 
Osborne, Rev. Canon Bagot, and Mr. George Delany, with the Honorary 
Secretaries, was formed early in January to organise a special food-supply fur 
XM)peratioii ^^^ scrvice of the islands. In this matter the most cordial co-operation was 
foM*o^. established between this Committee and the Duchess of Marlborough*s 
Committee, as well as subsequently the Committee of the Neiv York Herald 
Fund, One hundred tons of Indian meal were promptly collected in equal 
shares by the two Committees at convenient depots upon the coast, and the 
danger, delay, and destruction of food by sea-water which the ordinary carriage 
bv schooner would have involved woro avoided by the valuable co-operation of 
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the Admiralty authorities, who placed a fleet of four of Her Majesty's gun- 
boats at the disposal of the Committee for convenience of transport. 
Mr. H. A. Robinson, Local Government Inspector, who superintended the J^^v^^sj*^ 
first distribution of fifty tons among the islanders of the Mayo and Galway Jj^^j^ of 
coasts in the latter end of February, described in his report the eagerness with *^^"**'"**' 
which the Eilkerrin islanders swarmed out in their boats when the relief- 
ship came in sight, until '' before the vessel was ten minutes anchored the sea 
was black with boats running into one another, coming stern on alongside, 
getting their ropss entangled with the screw and with each other ; every 
island sending its contingent to add to the excitement and confusion.'* The 
sale of sea-weed at £1 18s. a boatload, Mr. Bobinson found to be all that was 
left to the peasantry as a means of livelihood. " To this add a few pigs for 
which there is a fair demand, and a few cattle for which at the present time 
there is none, and this ends the beat of the Eilkerrin Bay islanders* resources." 
" If the physical appearance of the people may be taken as a criterion," 
Mr. Robinson says, speaking of Inishark, '' I never saw a more pale and 
wretched-looking community. They nearly all appeared to have come to an 
end of their supplies, and the hundredweight of meal recently distributed to 
them was the only adjunct to their seaweed and boiled limpets • . . . • 
Clothing, too, among the children is sadly 'needed. Many of them had 
nothing on whatever except a patch of flannel which scarcely went round their 
shoulders." A special correspondent of the Standard, who accompanied 
Mr. Robinson on his cruise, gave still more affecting accounts of the condition 
of the islanders. " There cannot be the slightest doubt in the world,** he 
wrote from Dinish Island, " that but for the relief benevolently given then, 
these people would now be dying of actual hunger and want.*' '* If aid had 
not been sent to the inhabitants of Turbot Island, I cannot sec how they could 
have escaped a terrible death by starvation.*' " During a fortnight's tour in 
these desolate islands, I have not seen a single article of clothing that could 
be called finery.** " Destitution in its most awful forms has overwhelmed the 
unhappy inhabitants of Innishark. Their condition when we landed on the 
islands and inspected their cabins, was little short of death by slow starvation." 
" The most extreme poverty and want are everywhere visible. Naked and 
without food, many of the people are slowly starving to death.*' " Powerfully 
built frames are worn and emaciated, and many a day must elapse before they 
regain even the small amount of strength necessary to cultivate their wretched 
holdings." These are but a few of the expressions of horror to which a 
moderate and conscientious observer found himself driven by his experiences of 
the Western Isles. The Indian meal so sparingly divided among the islands 
was welcomed as manna ; and £500 was promptly placed at the discretion of 
the Western Isles Committee to supply in some measure the frightful want of 
clothing among the unhappy people which was revealed by Mr. Robinson's 
report. Henceforward the transport of food to the islands was performed by 
a regular and carefully organized service of gunboats at the joint expense of 

K 
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the two Committees. ^ The labour of personally apportioning and distributing 
these food-cargoes over hundreds of miles of a stormy and dangerous coast was 
undertaken on the part of this Committee by Lord Francis Godolphin Osborne. 
The Duchess of Marlborough's Committee, on their part, cordially accepted 
him as their representative, too. His task extended over more than three 
months, during which ho visited every remotest island in those boisterous seas, 
from the desolate islets of Donegal to those which cluster in Eoaring-water 
Bay inside Cape Clear. His reports from the various islands were harrow- 
Jg*j5»oi» ing in the extreme. *' I have visited many houses both in BoflSn and Shark," 
^^^**°^ he reported on the 11th of March, " and I have no hesitation in stating, that 
the poverty and distress exceed all that I had been prepared for, and that on 
these islands, and on all the islands on the West Coast, had it not been for 
the relief distributed by the various Committees, there must have been 
innumerable cases of actual starvation and death.'* " My heart grows sick 
at the sights I see," he writes of Lettermullen. " The people's patience and 
endurance is marvellous, and I think any man who sees what I have seen, 
and murmurs at our ordinary troubles, must be indeed hard to learn any 
lesson." Many of the islands upon the Cork and Kerry Coast he found to be 
noli only entirely dependent upon charity for food, but "quite destitute of 
fuel," although, speaking of his experiences of the South generally, he did 
not consider the actual want nearly so great in the South as in the West, 
and was proportionately circumspect in his distributions there. Innisboffin, 
off the Donegal Coast, he declared to be the most abjectly miserable place he 
had yet seen, and in the neighbouring Tory Island, although the pasturage 
was so barren as to appear almost incapable of supporting animal life, the 
people were "skinning the land," in order to burn the dried sods for fuel. 
The entire population of 1,800 persons on Arranmore (County Donegal), 
were, " with scarcely an exception, wholly dependent upon the small amount 
of relief which they received from the Belief Committees. " The amount," 
ho adds, on the 12th May, " which the present state of the funds allows to be 
distributed to the different families is barely sufficient of itself in any case 
to maintain life, and in many cases where the families are exceptionally large, 
it is really quite inadequate." Neither turf nor water was to be got on the 
adjoining Island of Inishkeragh, inhabited by 18 families, both were obliged 
to be brought from the main land. " What motive have I to exaggerate?" 
he wrote from Sligo on the 25th of May, when he had all but completed his 
circuit of the coast. '' I long and pine day and night to see things less 
utterly miserable than I am still forced to see them." The islands provisioned 
during Lord Francis Osborne's cruise were saved at least from the extremities 
of famine. Henceforward, their frightful misery was alleviated by every 
means that the liberality of the united Committees, and the most tender 
and anxious care of humane men, could devise. Towards the end of 
March H.B.H. the Duke of Edinburgh arrived to take command of the 
relief squadron on the Western Coast, and invited representatives of the 
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different Committees to confer with him at Galway upon the most efficient 
system of distribution. Mr. Lake Jotnt was deputed thither with full 
powers to represent the Mansion House Committee ; and a system of joint 
relief was there concerted between His Botal Highness and the representa- 
tives of the Duchess op Marlbobough*s, the New York Herald, and the 
Mansion House Committees, which, if it could not quite dissipate the misery 
of the islands, beyond all question secured to the population throughout the 
summer as near an approach to abundance of food and comfort of clothing as 
has, perhaps, ever brightened their joyless lives. The Duke of EDiNBUBGHTheDnkepf 
superintended the distribution of the relief, and when he returned to England ezpaieooM 
bore strong testimony to the impression of sickness and horror made upon him 
by the sufferings and endurance of the Western peasants. Mr. Lane Joynt, 
who accompanied His Botal Highness in his explorations of the islands 
off the Galway Coast, conveyed to the Mansion House Committee in 
impressive terms, the two convictions to which he had been driven by his 
experiences in the West — (1), that he had beheld, with his own eyes, " an 
amount of poverty and misery, that it would be impossible to exaggerate and 
most difficult to pourtray,'' and (2), that the charitable funds alone had 
prevented privation from going the length of death. The cargo of the 
American relief ship '' Constellation" formed at this time an important factor 
in the supplies to the Western Islands. Its distribution was confided to the 
New York Herald Committee, through its active representative, the 
Eev. Dr. Hepwobth; the Duke op Edinburgh made a special trip to 
Cork Harbour, with his flotilla of gunboats, to proffer his assistance in 
carrying out the beneficent purpose of the American people ; and the cargo 
was in the space of a week or two in process of consumption in the most 
necessitous nooks upon the Atlantic Coast. His Boyal Highness was 
shortly afterwards summoned away from Ireland by the death of his 
mother-in-law, the Empress op Bussia. The relief service, devolved 
thenceforward upon Captain Digby Morant, B.N., who, like the officers 
and men of his fleet, threw himself heart and soul into the work^ 
and whose official report of his operations, though framed with the 
blunt terseness of a gallant seaman, conveys with awful force the extent of 
wretchedness that had to be coped with along that grand but desolate coast. 
The sum of JE4,445 4^. 11^2. was expended from the Mansion House Fund 
upon the recommendations of the Western Isles' Committee, and it is 
generally felt that no part of the Fund was applied to the alleviation of more 
fcppalling distress^ or was attended with more unmixed blessings to the Irish 
poor. 
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DANGERS DURING THE SUMMER. 

FNBiMof a The half-a-million's worth of new seeds distributed through the country 

under the Seeds Act had brought a greater breadth of land under tillage than 
had been seen for years in the distressed districts, and a mild and sunny spring 
was opening a vision of hope to the farmers. But at least four months lay 
between them and the gathering of the harvest — four months of absolute 
dependence upon charity for existence — months, too, which the experiences 
of previous Irish famines had marked out as the time of the year when suffer- 
SS555SJ ing sounded its deepest depths. To save the people from perishing while a 
^i^whiie |JQ^J^|Jif^l ci-Qp ^ag ripening under their dying eyes — to cover four lingering 



months of destitution, while the distress was growing ever wider, and their 
funds beginning to fail — was now the all-absorbing anxiety which began to 
press upon the Mansion House Committee at almost every meeting. The 
demands for food were not abating, nor likely to abate. The labourers, when 
the spurt of spring employment was over, fell back into pauperism. The small 
farmers who would have starved to death during March only for the charitable 
grants, would starve only for them now all the same. Except that the opening 
of the fishing season might prove to be an adjunct of relief on parts of the Western 
Coast, no new resource had cropped up. Public works there were none. The 
Poor Law Guardians had set their faces against out-door relief. The Duchess 
OF Mablborough's Committee had all but discontinued their grants of food. 
Hundreds of thousands of hungry people had come to look up to the Mansion 
House Committee for the weekly pittance of Indian meal which kept body and 
Theicutfton s^^ together. On the other hand the Mansion House Fund was running out 
numinffoiit faster than it was coming in. The Australian subscriptions — ^rande decii^ 
columenque rerum I — were beginning to be closed. Pare and scrutinise the 
grants as they might, the Committee could barely retain six weeks' supply in 
hands, while ten or twelve hungry weeks more loomed before them, after 
Prwihsub- ^^^ri^y should have divided its last crust. To increase their anxieties, certain 
Jgjgl^ incautious expressions published on the high authority of the Trustees to 
whom the Duchess of Marlborough, when leaving Ireland, had entrusted the 
remnant of Her Grace's Fund, were construed in England and abroad as an 
intimation that the worst of the distress was over ; with the eflfect that the 
apathy and incredulity which weighed upon all charitable eflforts in the 
beginning took fresh courage and had to be combated over again. The 
expressions were afterwards explained or recanted by those who had used them; 
but the harm had been done. The weekly contributions rapidly thinned. 
Either the Mansion House Committee must forthwith reduce or withdraw their 
grants, and take chance for the Poor Law proving equal to the emergency ; or 
keep the people alive as long as they could and warn the Government with all 
their might in the meantime^ that upon their head must in a few weeks lie the 
responsibility. 
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This alternative was strongly brought to the notice of the Committee, on Mr.Tak^« 
the l7th of April, by a report presented to them by Mr. James H. Tuee as the g^J^ 
result of nearly two months* experiences in Donegal and parts of Connaught. 
Mr. Tukb's well-known experience as a representative of the Society of Friends 
during the great famine, as well as the careful and moderate character of his 
investigations, gave great weight to his conclusions. The first of these 
conclusions was, that as regardsthe Unions bordering on the sea-coast, through- 
out the whole of the district he had visited, the question of absolute distress 
and jieed for help was only one of degree, attaining its maximum in the 
Gletnies Union in Donegal, and in portions of the Unions of Clifden and 
Oughterard in Galway. Of the penury and destitution of these districts, he 
said, the fact that in several electoral divisions seventy or eighty per cent., or 
more, of the population needed to have their daily food supplied, told its own 
tale ; that there were also Unions or portions of Unions in Mayo and other 
parts of Connaught, nearly equally needing help was beyond doubt. His 
second conclusion was that the whole of these districts would continue to need 
assistance until the crops then being planted were ready for use ; that in fact, 
**for four or five months to come food will need to be found for many thousands 
of the little farmers and cottiers of the West." As the public measures of 
relief were not promising, and as the influx of charitable subscriptions was 
not likely to continue, Mr. Tuke saw but two courses open to the Mansion 
House Committee under these circumstances : — the one, a general reduction contraction 
of the present scale of grants over the whole area now assisted; the other, aBeUefsug. 
contraction of this area to the poorest districts in the West, with a distribution 
therein at nearly the present rate : and he unhesitatingly declared that the 
latter course was the one which suggested itself to his judgment. But 
Mr. Tuke judged of the area of distress only from his visits to three counties; 
and, if he found so terrible a pitch of destitution in these, a visit to counties St^ooan 
like Cavan, or Leitrim, or Monaghan would have given him perhaps a truer 
idea of the difficulty of contracting the area of assistance. The Lord Mayor, 
who, being in Cork to welcome the Officers of the *' Constellation " about this 
time, took advantage of his stay in order to visit some of the Western regions 
of that county, declared himself appalled by the picture of misery he saw on 
Long Island and around Schull. The condition of a£fairs which he saw on 
the Western Coast of Cork make him shudder to think what was likely to 
occur unless the relief supplies could be kept up. The Lord Mayor's misgivings 
as to Cork were confirmed by all sorts of evidence as to districts still farther 
. removed from the regions generally reckoned to be the strongholds of distress, 
Mr. Ancketell, D.L., who came up to Dublin in search of relief for his 
unhappy neighbours, described^the mountainous districts of Monaghan to be 
in a state of actual starvation. The Kilcoo (Co. Down) Committee claimed 
(April 29) that no district in Ireland exceeded their owa in misery ; reported 
the spread of dysentery and diarrhoea from improper food; and were apprehensive 
that, **uotwith standing all our efforts to save them, many will perish.'' The 
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Rector of Kiltubrid, Carrick-on-Shannon (the Eev. Samtel E. Hoop) reported 
that many of the small farmers were compelled from weakness, consequent on want 
of food, to give up labour on their o^vn farms, " as they can't stand work with- 
out food ;" and declared he could bear it no longer, if he was forced to witness 
the sight of hundreds of famishing people each moment crowding around his 
door entreating for relief, while he was compelled to tell them, in their 
starvation and despair, that not having received any grant for the previous 
WjjtortiOT ten days he could give them no issue of meal. And this not merely reveals 
tinMndW *t® Condition of places with some repute for prosperity, but points to the fact 
^St^SSSm that from the beginning the Mansion House Committee had discriminated 
carefully between the wholesale misery of the extreme West, and the more 
limited, though often equally acute, description of distress in the less stricken 
parts of the country. In this latter class of cases, the grants had been all 
along upon a small scale, and had been repeated only upon the most urgent 
evidence of hunger. ^' You say that the grant ought to be sufficient until 
the 24th instant," expostulated the Eev. E. Mayne Wadsworth, Rector of 
Dunseverick, Bushmills (County Antrim), on the 14th of April. " If our 
Committee had been informed of a certain date for your grant to be spent in, 
we must have left families without one meal in the day. What are we to do ? 
I believe there is not greater want in any part of Ireland, than in this place. 
On Monday and yesterday, persons were at the glebe-house in a star\dng 
condition, and I had to relieve them out of my own pocket, and from very 
small means. I ask again, what are we to do?'* It was evident that the 
margin of curtailment was small. 

Nevertheless, the consideration of Mr. Tuke*s report, and the grave 
considerations submitted to them by the Lord Mayor upon his return from 
the South, determined the Committee to try an almost desperate experiment 
in this direction. The harvest in the South promised to be an early one, its 
prospects looked bright, and probably in about two months more the new 
potatoes there would be well in; but the Lord Mayor did not hesitate to 
say that far from the distress lessening, he was every day more and more 
convinced that they were only just entering upon the most dangerous part of 
the year. He asked them to consider whether they could meet the problem of 
undiminished want and failing resources, (1) by devising some means of raising 
new funds, (2) by concerting some plan of common action with the other chari- 
table organisations, or (3) by ascertaining whether there were any of the 
distressed districts which were not at starvation point, and cutting them ofif. 
Thecommit. Upou the 29th of April, the Examination Sub-Committee had to make the 
for^rar- gravc announcement that out of 142 applications submitted for their consi- 
deration the previous day (the largest number since the commencement 
of the distress) they had been obliged, in view of the steady decrease in 
the Mansion House Fund, and the increasing intensity of the destitution 
in many districts, to refuse or defer no less than 63, and to* intimate 
iu 23 other instances, that the grants must be considered final. The 
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principle npon which the Examination Committee proceeded was to encourage, 
as far as possible, the action of those Boards of Guardians that had made 
fair use of their power to grant out-door relief, and to refuse grants altogether 
to those Unions where, the rates being still low, the Guardians had 
selfishly thrown the entire burden of relief upon the charitable funds. It was 
hoped in this way to stimulate the Guardians to assume some part at least of 
the functions which were growing too much for unassisted charity. The 
expectation proved to be a delusive one. With few exceptions, the Guardians 
murmured about the burdens they had already incurred, and could not be 
induced to move. The Local Government Board could not be induced to 
compel them. They need not regard a man as technically *' destitute," it 
appeared, as long as he was receiving charitable relief; and if men were struck 
oflF the charitable relief lists, they would, in all likelihood, die before the Poor 
Law machinery could be put in motion. Those Local Committees, whose 
supplies were curtailed or cut off, appealed to the Guardians, and appealed in 
vain ; then a cry of panic and suffering broke forth far and wide. The 
Eilmore Committee (Co. Leitrim) were oblij?ed id reduce their grants of three 
quarters of a stone of meal per head, per week, to the same quantity per «««3«» 
fortnight. *'The consequence is," wrote the Kev. Mr. Bambrick, **Ihave 
seen men tottering along more like skeletons than like living men.'' *' We 
will be driven into the workhouse ourselves like sheep,'' was the reply of the 
Castlebar Guardians to an appeal for more outdoor relief. The Bishop of 
Clonfbbt himself besought the Loughrea Guardians without avail. " Unless 
we receive for the next three months," was the report from Addergoole, 
*' constant and generous grants to relieve the alarming distress of our people, 
we shall have renewed in this parish, in their worst aspects, the famine scenes 
of '46." It was the unanimous opinion of the Manorhamilton Committee 
that the distress had at no time been more acute than it was now. The 
Rev. B. MuLHOLLAND entreated the Mansion House Committee not to let the 
retrenchment commence with Donaghedy (Co. Tyrone). "A larger number 
than ever of my people are destitute, and three-fourths of the people on the 
mountains- have nothing to live on." The Rev. Mr. Nangle, of Dromahair 
(Co. Leitrim), mentioned an instance where a man and his wife and eight 
children were living for eight days upon one stone of Indian meal and 
some turnips; "a few weeks after the man became insane." In Forkhill, 
(Co. Armagh), the charitable supplies being cut off, the parish priest and the 
rector had to borrow ilo, rather than send a thousand hungry applicants 
away empty handed. "For God's sake'' they cried, "send us some good 
tidings before Sunday, or we must send oar people homoVith the sad news that 
they must die of starvation, unless the fever which has began its work gives 
them a quicker release." " If your Committee refuse to grant relief to the 
starving people," wrote the Rev. Mr. M'Causland, Rector of Castlerea, 
(Co. Roscommon), " while funds are in their hands, upon them must rest the 
responsibility," " The results of the diminished supplies,*' said the Bishop 
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OF EiLLALA, '* are complaints, destitution, and sickness/' Epidemics of low 
fever were breaking out in various directions. 
Bttnnoh. Betrencbment bad now gone as far as anybody dared to pusb it. Tbe 

lowertpdnt weekly grants, wbicb used to average £8,000 and £9,000, were clipped down 
to little more tban £5,000. Tbe piteous importunities wbicb ever}^ day's 
post brougbt fortb, were resisted as long as it was possible to resist tbem 
without endangering buman life. Nevertbeless, wbile tbe cry was swelling 
tbat tbe worst of tbe distress was yet to come, tbe Committee's balance was 
sinking steadily to £30,000, and every device for calling new sources of 
charity into play was discouragingly received. Upon tbe 8tb of May, tbe sum 
of J£10 only was received, wbile tbe disbursements, attenuated tbougb tbey 
were below any other period of tbe distress, reached £1,070. Upon tbat same 
day an important step was taken to impress upon tbe new Government, wbicb 
had just come into office, tbat the charitable organisations could not bear tbe 
strain much longer, and that the duty of the State towards hundreds of 
thousands of its starving subjects could not be any further deferred. A body 
ij_i^^ of the most influential members of the Mansion House Committee waited upon 
sJ^tS^ the new Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Forster), at Dublin Castle, as a 
deputation, to enforce this view. Tbe Lord Mayor explained in the most 
forcible way the position of tbe Committee. They had spent £37,000 in 
March, £33,000 in April, in feeding tbe people. They had evidence which 
they deemed convincing, that tbe distress was not likely to be in any degree 
mitigated before the end of July, and tbe coming in of tbe harvest. Then* 
present resources would only furnish a month's relief, and tbey had no 
sanguine hope that charity could do much more for them. They saw no 
organisation at present in existence which could take up their work. What 
they feared was, the shock that might ensue in the period of transition 
between any sudden cessation of charitable relief, and the organisation of any 
other system of relief to replace it — a transition attended with such deadly 
consequences in 1847 — and tbey took this method of giving timely warning 
of the danger, so that tbe Government might make full preparation, wbile tbe 
charitable funds still lasted, for some other organisation to keep tbe 
people from starvation until the coming in of tbe harvest. The Protestant 
Archbishop of Dublin declared it to be tbe settled conviction of all who were 
acquainted with the history of tbe distress, that the suflfering of the 
people was as intense now as it had been at any time, and tbat there was no 
ground for expecting that it would be abated for the next two months or 
more. Mr. Jonathan Pxm (an honoured veteran in the relief of Irish distress), 
thoroughly agreed with tbe Lord Mayor, both as to tbe probable duration 
. of tbe distress, and as to tbe danger that would arise whenever tbe charitable 
funds should be worn out. Mr. Brooks, M.P., and Mr. P. J. Smyth, M.P., 
added their solemn words of warning ; and the Eev. Canon Bagot pointed 
out how ineflfectual the present system of Poor Law relief must be in the case 
of the small farmers, who now principally swelled the relief lists, since, apart 



OFFICIAL RESPONSIBILITT. 57 

from their abhorrence of craving assistance at the workhoase gates, they were 
mostly ratepayers^ taxed for the relief of the poor at a moment when they were 
themselves in a state of actual pauperism. The reply of the Chief Secretary nuenroa 
was a grave and earnest one. He wanted no argument, he said, to convince 
him of the existence of distress — ^not, he trusted, what it was in 1847, but 
beyond doubt very severe. He was not at all surprised that the deputation 
were very much alarmed about the condition of the people for the next two 
or three months, for he fully expected that the months of June and July, and 
perhaps part of August, would be in some respects the worst they would have 
to deal vrith. But having himself thrown upon the late Government the 
responsibility of preventing starvation in Ireland, he declared in the most 
distinct terms that he would not shirk that responsibility now. He announced 
what was being done with the machinery bequeathed to him by the late 
Government. Of the loans to landowners for employment, £189,000 had 
been issued, and £26,000 actually spent. The baronial presentments which 
were passed months before, had hitherto lain in the Government offices. 
Mr. FoBSTER announced that the expenditure of £76,000 had now been 
sanctioned on this head, and would commence at once. He hoped that these 
two sources of employment would do a good deal towards getting the people 
over the interval between this and the harvest. But should they prove 
inadequate, and should it be found quite impossible to extract relief from the 
the ratepayers, he admitted frankly it would bo the duty of the Government 
to step in and resort to other measures. In the meantime, he appealed to 
the charitable Committees not to be discouraged from continuing their labours, 
and, if possible, to strike out some common plan of action for the relief of that 
class of misery which neither the Government nor the Poor Law could deal 
with. 

Incontestably, the sincere and thoughtful tone of Mr. Fousteu's reply, FrG«h im- 
followed up as it was by a spirit of earnest and active endeavour in every '^-J^^P' 
branch of the administration, did much to tranquillise public anxiety. It 
made manifest that at all events the gravity of the danger was appreciated, 
and that its developments were being watched with sympathetic vigilance by the 
responsible authorities. Two days afterwards, the Chief Secretary sent a sub- 
scription of £50 to the Mansion House Fund, with a note to the Lord Mayor, 
in which he said : — ** Wliat you told me last Saturday, about the distress in 
the West, confirmed as it is by what I hear from other quarters, makes me feel 
that there is still pressing need for charitable aid between now and next harscst." 
This was followed on May 20th, by the munificent subscription of £500, from the 
new Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Earl Cowper, K.G., who accompanied it with a 
kindly letter, in which he said in the first place : — ** I am convinced from all I 
hear and from all I read, that there is still much need of private charity in 
Lreland;*' and in the second place, **I am satisfied that the money entrusted 
both to the Duchess of Marlborough's Committee and to the Mansion 
House Committee, has been well administered, and that fewer mistakes have 
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been made than conld reasonably be expected in so vast and complicated a 
task." These, with some temporary fillip in the subscriptions, and the ever- 
growing clamour of hunger, stimulated the Mansion House Committee to 
make one more effort to replenish their exhausted means. A powerful state- 
ment was drawn up by Professor Sigerson and sent abroad, showing that 
while destitution, now complicated with fevers, still prevailed, and must 
continue to prevail with unabated rigour for several months, the resources 
of charity were drawing rapidly to an end, and that within a few weeks, if 
further generosity did not renew their store, the Mansion House Committee 
would be forced ** formally to resign into the hands of those whom the State 
appoints to watch over its safety, the full charge of the suffering lives which 
have hitherto been the subject of their care, and must still be the object 
of their painful solicitude." Indeed the neeessity of either continuing their 
efforts upon an adequate scale, or of discontinuing them altogether, was now 
Bntthe Constantly borne in upon the Committee. The good intentions of the Govern- 
gg^igj ^ ment were slow in bearing fruit. The truth was, that the lines they were 
JStto w? obliged to travel in were so unworkable that no amount of pressure or energy 
could make the paltry and scattered sources of public employment act in 
substitution for an organisation like ours. A series of searching queries 
submitted to the Local Committees* revealed the fact, that within an area 
in the County Cavan, in which the Mansion House Committee were relieving 
89,354 persons, the expenditure upon Baronial Public Works (most of which 
had not even been commenced on the 1st of June), would yield about Is. 2^d. 

• to each distressed individual ; that in Mayo, in 85, or more than half of the 
districts relieved by the Mansion House Committee, no public works what- 
ever were contemplated ; in 26 districts more, where the money had been 
voted to set them on foot, no part of the money had been expended up to the 
1st of June, and evan were the whole sum voted for the County in process 
of expenditure, it would amount to an allowance of Is. id. per head of the 
distressed population ; and that in Galway the results were almost equally 
absurd as a pretence of relief. There was even a suspicion, to which the 
Bishop of Killila did not hesitate to give voice, that influential persons, 
interested in keeping down county-cess, were upon one pretext or another 
keeping the works postponed until the harvest should come in, when they 
would be allowed to collapse as unnecessary. The loans to landowners had 
proved in the same way to be fitful and insignificant as measures of relief. 
In the poorest districts the landowners had borrowed nothing ; and most of 
those who did borrow, were good resident landlords who would have given 
pretty nearly the same amount of employment in any case to those around 
them. The remarkable energy developed in official quarters was beginning to 
induce Boards of Guardians, here and there, to make considerable additions to 

• their outdoor relief lists ; but this was the only respect in which the pressure 
upon the charitable funds was sensibly lessened. 
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were prepaanl by Mr. DiLLox, whoso subsequent Report was ordcix*d by the 
'to submitted to the attention of the Government. 
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XTpon the other hand the evidence of undiminished want and suffering The im>i 
was never more overwhelming. If those who contributed nothing to the i«i»d 
distress had not so persistently attempted to shelter their own meanness, or 
prejudice, by discouraging the charity of others, it would be absurd to 
quote testimony to a fact which every official from the Lord Lieutenant down, 
and every person of credit acquainted ynth the relief oi>erations throughout the 
country, confessed. The Catholic clergy of the Diaconate of Castlebar, pub- 
lished in the latter end of May, " a solemn declaration that a terrible crisis 
presses most heavily upon our people, and that unless the Goveniment comes 
to their assistance, no efforts of the charitable Committees can save the people 
from death by hunger." From another province, the clergy of the Deancn^ of 
Caherciveen, speaking for the whole barony of Iveragh, solemnly declared that 
the LoBD Mayor*s representation of the state of the country, was, ** unhappily 
hut too true, and that the instant and thorough action of the Government is 
absolutely necessary to save the people's lives." They acknowledged with grati- 
tude that these districts had shared liberallv of the charitable funds : ** but with 
troubled and anxious hearts, we, who behold the people's saddening condition, 
declare before Heaven, that the cries of our people are fiercer, and their efforts 
greater now than ever to get food." " During spring operations," wrote the 
Bishop of Clonfert, on the 17th May, '* we forbore to importune you, as the 
poor struggled on to subsist; but now the present and coming months arc 
the truly crucial ones.*' " Limited as the supplies of the Central Committees 
have been of late," said tho Bishop of Killilv,** if stoppedbefore harvest will 
come to the relief of the people, famine and starvation will be the result.'' 
And the Bishop of Ba^phoe, as the mouthpiece of the Donegal County Com- 
mittee, declared, on the 18th of May, that at no previous period of the distress 
were they in such danger of a sudden collapse, as when the last generous grant 
from the Mansion House reached them. Indeed the Mansion House Committee 
had ample material from the personal investigations of its own members in 
the distressed districts to estimate the pressure of distress. The Lokd Mayoii 
had been in the South. Mr. Lane Joynt had made various visits ranging over 
Kerry, Limerick, Clare, Galway, Antrim, and Donegal. Lord Fuancis Osborne 
had been nearly over every inch of the distressed seaboard. Rev. Canon BaciOT 
had been through West Cork and Kerry, towards the end of May, and 
through the inland regions of Mayo early in June. The conclusion at which 
they all arrived, and which the reports of Mr. Fox, and of the Medical Commis- 
sioners, Dr. Sigerson and Dr. Kenxy, in the succeeding month, effectually 
established, was that the people had been preserved from starvation mamly 
by the instrumentality of the Mansion House grants ; that the great majority 
of them were still depending on charity for their daily food ; and that 
the result of curtailing the charitable supplies had been in many instances to 
throw the Local Committees into debt, to submit the people to incredible 
hardships* and to a large extent to sow the seeds of the fever epidemics which 
shortly began to appear. 
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A grievona anxiety then began to weigh heavily npon the Mansion 
e having by the 17th June shrunk to £11,000, 
and their appeal for fresh funds having fallen perfectly unheeded in 
England, whether they should any longer attempt to cope with this tremen- 
dous mass of mi scrj'; whether, in fact, their continued existence might not, 
in the words of the Catholic Arcbbishop of Dt;nLiN, " be quoted as a justifica- 
tion for the non-intervention of Goyemment." So strongly did these 
apprehensions take possession of the Committee that, at one period, some of 
the most thoughtful and influential of its members had all but resolved on 
Bospending the labours of the Committee altogether, should their appeals 
remain nuauswered, and, having divided the balance among the most neces- 
aitoaa of the Local Committees, to leave the rest to the Government. The 
Examination Committee actually reported in favour of this course, as in their 
opinion " the only one open to your Committee to save the people in the 
distressed part of Ireland from actual star\'ation, during the time that would 
necessarily elapse between any sudden stoppage of relief, without notice, on the 
part of your Committee, and the taking up of the position by those ui>on 
whom, but for your intervention, the duty of providing for the lives of our 
suffering and destitute poor would have devolved." They were dissuaded, 
however, by the strong and earnest advice of the Lord Mayor, and others ; 
that to dissolve this Committee, would he to embark the unhappy people upon 
an unknown sea ; that there was still a balance of £60,000 in the hands of 
the different charitable Committees ; that their own last appeal for funds had 
not had time to fructify ; that the summer was advancing rapidly and brightly ; 
that the new potatoes promised to be fit for eating in the South early in July ; 
and, that a full third of their burden being thus removed, one more vigorous 
effort of charity would possibly land the people safely in the midst of a 
bountiful harvest. They struggled on. Their perseverance was rewarded with 
SSyoS™*' a fairly steady reflux of subscriptions ; although in England the spirit of sus- 
piciousness destroyed all chance of any general impulse of charity. No device 
for husbanding the funds or calling forth new ones was neglected. The Boards 
of Guardians were, at Mr. Dillox's suggestion, appealed to earnestly to make 
a generous use of their powers, recalling how largely the operations of this 
Committee had hitherto lessened the incidence of the poor rate upon the 
owners and occupiers of property. The possibility even of an amalgamation 
or of concerted action between the varrious charitable Committees was 
frequently and cordially examined. Oue of the first acts of the Mansion House 
Committee on coming into existence, had been to appoint a deputation to 
proffer co-operation, and to devise if possible some working arrangement with 
^^ the DucHUSS OF MARLBonocoH's Committee; as, unhappily, one of the first 
^■|d|||fin upon their minutes was one which repulsed these overtures, 
^^^^fng^ont their career the Mansion House Committee constantly held out 
P^^^^Bdty hand to every sister organisation ; most cheerfully shared in the 
^^^Hbtongh Committee's operations upon the Western coasts ; proffered their 



OUTBBEAK OF DESTITUTION DISEASES. 61 

aid to the Philadelphia Fund Committee ; threw open their whole sources of 
information to the Committee of the Neio York Herald Fund, and placed 
their entire machinery of Local Committees, organised with so much labour 
and cost, at their service. The Lobd Mayor himself, whom political circum- 
stances had brought into collision with distinguished personages identified 
with the Marlborough Fund, offered upon several occasions to withdraw from 
all part in the operations of this Committee, if his withdrawal could tend, in 
the slightest degree, to a complete and cordial understanding between all the 
charitable organisations. It would serve no useful pupose to rake up the 
circumstances under which these overtures were frustrated ; it is enough to 
say that any common administration of the different funds was found to be 
less desirable, and still more impracticable at the eleventh hour, than it had 
proved to be at the beginning. At the same time this did not prevent the inter- 
change of information between the several organisations^ and the allocation 
of grants, as far as possible, by the light of each other's returns. 

Towards the beginning of July the demands upon this fund began to Proyid 
abate in the extreme South. The unprecedented warmth of the summer had {^'^ hd 
hastened the harvest by several weeks; and, as the ripening crept further 
northwards. Local Committee after Committee closed its books and bade fare- 
well to the Mansion House Commitee with warm-hearted words of gratitude. 
But a long and horrible ordeal had still to be passed through before the 
peasantry of the West and North had anything to hope for from 
their later harvest — an ordeal which was, in many respects, the most 
disastrous to human life that they had as yet endured. Disease was now dS 
fastening in a terrific way upon the West. The effects of a uniform Indian- the w 
meal diet, often unmoistened by milk, and often only parboiled for want of 
fuel, had been heightened in many cases during the last month, owing to the 
straitened charitable funds and the consequent diminution of rations ; and 
had produced the inevitable crop of famine-sickness, springing up at a dozen 
scattered places simultaneously, and making an easy prey of its attenuated 
victims. Already, in May there had been sixty homesteads on the Island of 
Garumna affected by fever, and a hundred and five in the district of Kilmaine, 
It was now made known for the first time to the public (and there is reason to 
fear to the Government also), through the medium of correspondence addressed 
to the Mansion House Committee,* that a disease which, whatever its technical 
description, was in every substantial respect famine-fever, had arisen 
simultaneously in various distressed districts of Mayo and Galway. 
Mr. J. A. Fox had at this time undertaken, at the request of the Mansion 
House Conunittee, a personal investigation into the present stage of distress 
in Mayo, and the prospects of its continuance. We will have occasion 
presently to notice the flood of light which Mr. Fox's carefully-drawn 
reports threw upon the effect and administration of the Mansion 
House relief in the West ; but the very first of them made it sufficiently 

* A Special Correspondent of the Freeman's Journal at the same time exposed the 
extent of the epidemic and the inefficiency of the measures for its treatments 
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manifest, not merely that many thousands in North Mayo had been for 

months, and were still, indebted to charity alone for their existence, but that 

to the rest of their privations were now added fever epidemics of alarming 

extent and intensity. The fact that most of the cases reported bore the 

character of malignant typhus was immediately seized upon to show, that the 
epidemics were not traceable to destitution, since (it was asserted) tj-phus 

fever was " quite a distinct disease" from famine-fever.* This allegation 
appeared to the Mansion House Committee to involve so important a question, 
touching the present health and future sustenance of the distressed popula- 
tions, that upon the 28th of June they requested Dr. Sigerson to forma 
Medical Commission to investigate upon the spot the character and origin of 
the prevale^t form of disease. 

That task was performed by Dr. Sigerson (who associated \Nith himself 
g^JJ,ioa ^^' Joseph E. Kenny, a physician of extensive experience in Dublin), in a 
oiiSiSter of manner which gained the applause of high medical authorities, and which 
S«^^ to a great extent, shaped the course of the Government into a resolute 
subjugation of the epidemics, and in every respect confirmed the Committee's 
estimate of Dr. Sigerson's high scientific and professional reputation. 
Dr. Sigerson 'set out by showing that typhus fever, instead of being the 
somewhat benign and commonplace disease that the minimists would seem to 
hint, was in reality the deadliest of those which followed in the train of the 
great Famine, and was quite as closely identified with periods of destitution 
and distress, and as distinctly traceable to deficient alimentation, as the com- 
paratively mild relapsing (or so-called ** famine") fever. The specific form 
of fever, prevailing in the West, was therefore of secondary importance, compared 
with the consideration of the conditions in which the disease had arisen. 
These conditions the Medical Commission examined for themselves in difierent 
foci of disease, in Mayo and Galway ; and the evidence was found to be every- 
Foondtobe where overwhelmin.r; that the different forms of disease, existing in different 
SSttoticm districts, or side by side — maculated t^-phus, typhoid, and relapsing fever — 
were all the direct offspring of frightful destitution. It was found that all the 
families, in which the disease had first shown itself, had been compelled to 
subsist on the relief meal allocated by the Local Committees, and that, as a 
rule, none others had been attacked. The only exceptions to this rule were 
the cases of certain Medical OflScers, and a very few others, to whom the 
fever had extended by contagion, from the distressed. The attempt to account 
for the epidemics upon the ground of the unsanitary condition of the peoples' 
dwellings, was disposed of by showing among other proofs that one of the 
most miserable villages in the Charlestown district, where every principle of 
sanitary science was set at defiance, had been remarkably free from fever for 
a number of years, until the present frightful period of destitution enfeebled 
the bodies of the villagers, and opened the door to maculated typhus ; while 
on the other hand, habitations in the neighbouring town of Swinford, wl 

* Dr. Grimsiiaw, Registrar-General, one of the Hon. Sees, of the 
Committee, went to much pains to elaborate this untenable ^stmction. 
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unsanitary conditions riyalled, if they did not exceed, those of the rural village, 
were perfectly free from the inroads of typhus, because the poor of the town 
were safe from at least the extreme privations of their country brethren. The 
Commissioners' own recorded experiences among the sufferers established 
in fact beyond all controversy, that deficient nutrition was invariably the 
principal, and in many cases unquestionably the only cause in the production of 
the prevalent disease. A few of the scenes which came under their notice are 
conclusive upon this point, as well as pitiful beyond the power of words to 
express : — 

" Entering one house, fairly circumstanced, wc were received by the mother, pale^ 
worn, feeble, scarcely able to move about, after a severe attack of fever. Two or 
three children, convalescents, were sitting in the kitchen, and in an inner room lay, 
far advanced ip maculated t}T)hus, her father-in-law, husband, and two grown-up 
daughters. Until a few days ago she had to attend to all. Even now, though an 
old woman had been got as nurse, the sick son had been obliged to take the sicker 
father into his bed, in order to restrain him whilst delirious. This house is worse 
than a fever-ward — it is a fever- furnace. The family, throughout this terrible time 
of illness, have been dependent for very life upon the support of the Local Relief 
Committee. Other cases have their own peculiarly painful features. In one, at 
Came, the yoimg husband is a victim ; in another the wife lies sick, with scarce a 
rag of bed-clothes. At Ballintadder, in a musty dark room, two children were 
tossing in fever upon some straw on the floor, and another ailing upon the poor bed. 
In an adjoining cabin, fiva children had been ailing together ; two were up when we 
entered, and three lying in fever, * heads and points ' on an old bedstead, covered 
with a couple of potato sacks. In the midst of their affliction the father gives a 
refuge to an infirm and aged sister. It may be mentioned, as adding to the sombre 
character of the scene, that these people are under notice of ejectment. . . . . 
At Upper Lurga, we came within sight of a lonely cabin on a bleak moor, of which 
a few acres had been reclaimed. All was darkness within the house, whence came 
moans of pain and invocations. Hearing the voice of the owner saluting us, we 
requested the window to be opened. There was no window — nothing but a shutter. 
When this was thrown back, we found the earthen floor covered with victims of the 
destitution fever. At the entrance, their feet near the door-way, lay side by side 
two grown young women, aged respectively 21 and 19 ; beyond, with her head almost 
touching theirs, was a younger girl, aged 14, recovering, but unable to move. On 
the left side, on the floor, lay the mother of the family in her day clothes. There 
was scarcely straw enough to keep them off the groimd, not enough to hide its hard- 
ness, doubly hard to the aching backs of fever patients. What scanty covering they 
had could not be called bed-clothes. The only person to nurse or attend on all, was 
the wonf and wretched parent, aged 50, trembling with weakness from want and 
watching as he stood, and expecting every hour to be stricken down, when all would 
be left to die * within the walls.' It was impossible to find that they had been 
exposed to any source of infection. There was no one ill of all they knew ; * and 
why the strange disease should have come to us, on this wild moor,* exclaimed the 
mother, ' we cannot know — God alone knows.' They had been passed over in the 
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first six or Beven distributions, and had to sell a little calf to buy Indian meal ; their 
cow had run diy, but they had got, for a little time, some quantity of milk from one 
lent by h brother. For months they had had nothing but Indian meal to eat, and 
brownish bog-water to drink. These arc cases of faminc-tj-phus if ever famine- 
fever existed."* 

The reports of the Medical Commission not merely established the con- 
nection between the distress and the fevers. That was afterwards amply 
actnowledged hy the Medical Commissionera sent down by the Local 
Government Board. But theae reports furthermore bristled with snggestiona 
towprds grappling with the epidemic and remedying the barbarous inefficiency 
of the Poor-law system of relief — suggestions to which the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland acknowledged himself in Parliament to be in a large degree 
indebted for the vigorous measures by which the epidemic was ultimately got 
under. They even formulated some remedial measures, beyond the immediate 
purview of the hour — for example, the provision of cottage- hospitals in 
remote districts ; light spring conveyances to replace the present lumbering 
and jolting vans, which answer as ambulances for the conveyance of the sick 
to hospital ; an improved medical service ; the admission of clergymen to the 
Boards of Quardiaus, and, above all, some such legislation as would raise the 
social condition of the peasantry, and liberate them from the inroads of 
destitution-diseases for the future. The strength of public opinion thus 
evoked, and, there is reason to believe, the example of anxious and nnstinted 
-"■"■""^ activity shown by Mr. Porsteb to the subordinate authorities, produced 
perhaps as great an effort as the Irish Poor law system was capable of, towards 
the eradication of the fever-epidemic. The Board of Onardians in the worst of the 
fever-centres had been already dissolved, and the Vice-Guardians appointed in 
their stead bad orders now to spare no expense in preserving human life. 
The anxieties of the Charitable Belief Committees, however, continued to be 
very grave. Mr. Fox's reports disclosed the continuance of distress in its most 
dreadful forms. He found whole masses of the population depending for 
life upon the scanty doles of Indian flical served out by the Local Committees, 
« living in miserable hovels, " which are a shocking reproach to the civilization 
\ of the nineteenth century ;" the children often nearly naked ; the bedding 
long since pawned ; the sick and the healthy flung together upon truckles of 
old straw, covered by the dirty sacks which conveyed the seed potatoes in the 
spring; men, women, and children often lying upon earthen floors saturated 
with damp ; some families dragging on existence upon half rations of Indian 
meal moistened with milk given for charity, others without a morsel of food 
except cooked cabbage, " in numerous cases, neither milk, meal, nor cabbage 
about the premises." Except that some of the Boards of Guardians had been 
^ increas:^ their out-door relief lists, he found at the same time that 
fto£ energy or good-will could redeem the original feebleness of the 

onere Bubaequentlj add the sad note, that this poor mother and her 
died, but at least not without the comforts that prompt generosity 
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GoTemxnent measures of relief, or construct, out of the disjointed machinery 
of scattered baronial and private employment and workhouse relief, any 
adequate substitute for the swift and all-embracing system of the charitable 
organizations. The people were, to use a phrase that was not exaggerated, 
" wild for work ;** in many of the less stricken districts work was begin- 
ning to be obtainable ; but in the poorest neighbourhoods, either the land- 
owners were spending nothing, or were, in some instances, deducting their rents 
out of the men's wages, and either there wore no baronial works at all on foot, 
or the contractors were obliged to defer the pft}Tiioot of wages until the works 
were " certified." The Lord Mayor first mooted a suggestion which was at 
that time working in many minds, that a Government which could break 
through the trammels of red tape might have effectually and at one-fifth the 
cost quelled the distress, by dividing among the Charitable Committees a grant 
sufficient to enable them to furnish adequate relief supplies until the gathering 
of the harvest ; and Mr. Parxell, M.P. actually proposed in Parliament the 
allocation of £200,000 out of the Church Surplus Fund for that purpose. 
The proposal was parried on the plea of the nearness of the harvest and of 
the easy terms upon which Boards of Guardians were under the new Belief 
Act proffered money for outdoor relief.* The Mansion House Committee had J^g^! 
only to concentrate their strength more and more upon the strongholds of dis- ^^ 
tress ; to enlarge their grants in these places, as the demands in other 
directions began to slacken ; and, by every method that suggested itself to recruit 
their funds for the final period of distress. Mr. Hkxgler kindly offered the 
proceeds of an equestrian entertainment amounting to £100. The most notable 
of the methods adopted was a diocesan collection suggested by Mr. Drimmie. ""^^^J^ 
It is worthy of record that, with the exception of the noble contribution of ^£730 ^^ 
remitted from the Diocese of Waterford, by the Most Rev. Dr. Power, and of 
£89 from five parishes of the Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin, the readiest 
response to the appeal of the Mansion House Committee came from the most 
sorely-tried western and northern dioceses. The collections remitted by the 
Bishops of Eillala and Baphoe, while the smallness of the amount was a 
painful proof of the intensity of the calamity which had swept these dioceses bare, 
were a most touching assurance of the generosity, already so often and so sorely 
taxed, of the few in the community who had anything left to give. *'I am 
sorry," said the Bishop of Raphoe, " that the amount is so small, but knowing, 
as I do, tlie condition of the people, I am surprised that it is even so much. 
Such as it is, they have givfti it with all their hearts. I have been delighted to 
learn that even those who have suffered severely have endeavoured to give some 
little token of their gratitude for the munificent aid which has come to them 

♦ The new Relief Bill, introduced by Mr. Forster, enacted by its second clause, that the 
Locfd Government Board mi^ht grant to the Boards of (Jiiardians in any scheduled Union 
" such moneys as they may find necessary, having regard to the financial condition of such 
Union, and the presence of distress within its limits, to aid in giving outdoor relief, pro- 
vided that the entire simi so granted shall not exceed £200,000." But this liberal provision 
only became law at the commencement of August — wheii the need for it was practically 
over. p 
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from the MftHBioD House. In some iBStances, eren tlie Protestant poor, not 
awaiting tbe collections in their own chnrcbcB, hare sent their little offerings 
to the parish priests." The venerahle Archbishop of Tuam, finding that 
any fresh burden on his afflicted people would be a cruelty, remitted instead 
tbe magnificent sum of £3,000 to tbe Mansion House Committee, out of tbe 
large American and Australian funds entrusted to His Grace for distribution, 
expressly describing the gift as " additional evidence of my warm appreciation 
of tbe SQCcessful labours of that Committee." 

Aids like these bridged over the dangerous month of July — " pre- 
eminently tbo hardest period of tbe distress," reported the Moygowna 
Committee, on July 12th ; a time when " never was relief more needed " in 
Euniscrono ; wben, in another part of Mayo, tbe hungry people had almost 
t torn the unripe potatoes out of tbe ground. At length tbe sunny summer 
bore its fruit. Over the greater part of tbe country, in tbe beginning or 
August, the people, with thankful hearts, were tasting tbe firstlings of a fairly 
abundant harvest. In the unhappy West, partly owing to the unkindly 
nature of the Boil, partly to the inferior seeds in some instances foisted upon 
the people under workhouse contracts, the evil-omened blight once more 
wrought havoc in the potato fields, and, it is to be feared, in some districts, 
prepared tbe way for another grievous winter. But for the present tbe people 
were surrounded with humble abundance, the spectre of hunger was gone ; 
and, with thanksgivings to Divine Providence — with a thrill of gratitude to 
those far away brothers and benefactors, who, under that Providence, had been 
their deliverers from the Shadow ol Death — the people rose up with renewed 
courage to face the menaces of tbe future. Tbe closing meetings of tbe 
Mansion House Committee were brightened with the news of Relief Com- 
mittees dissolving on all sides, and making their last act an act of fervent 
gratitude to tbe Central Committee, and to those who filled its bands. Tbe last 
General Meeting of this Committee for tbe Distribution of Belief, was held on 
tbe 14th of August, 1880. Mr. Dkimuie brought up the balance sheet struck 
by the Finance Committee, and accompanied it with a clear and terse analysis 
of tbe expenditure. The rest of tbe proceedings were words of mutual con- 
gratulation, such as, if they are ever pardonable, were pardonable among 
colleagues, whom seven months of volnntary labours hod bound together in 
ft memorable and successful struggle to preserve the lives of many thotisands 
of their couutrj'men. In reply to votes of thanks passed to himself as 
Chairman, and to tbe Lady Mai'obess for giving tbe use of tbe Mansion House 
to the Committee, tbe Lord Mayor expressed in warm terms his obligations 
to his colleagues, upon whom, be said, more than upon bimself tbe harden of 
the work ImdfaUen. 

We have outlived attack," said the Lord Mayor, "and I think oar 

will prove that L-tsbmen of all creeds, when a great crisis comes, can 

tbiui^ for K great national object, and accomplish it sacoefisfnUy. It is the 

(hit Conuuttee, representing all parties and all creeds, that, during 
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our many meetings, we never had one single division. I believe that this 
Committee, and other charitable organisations have saved the country from a 
terrible calamity. Only the other day I was looking at the returns of what 
the Government had done, and I can say with confidence that if we had to 
depend upon the Government — and I do not use the word in a party sense, but 
I mean the executive Government — the people would have starved. It is now 
they are beginning to distribute money — now when the harvest is coming in. 
The Government were warned twelvemonths ago, that nothing could avert this 
calamity. But from some cause or another — I will not say whose fault it 
was — their action was not sufficiently prompt to avert or assist in grappling ' 
with the famine. The Relief Committees — the Duchess of Marlborough's 
Committee, this Committee, the Land League Committee, and the New York 
Herald Committee — stepped into the breach, and did the work ; and 1 have not 
the slightest false shame in saying, that this Committee has deserved well of 
the country, and has done a national work, of which every member should feel 
proud. When the report of our proceedings reaches the public, I do feel that 
it will be admitted on all hands that we did our best to deserve success, and 
that not one of us spared any exertion or effort to secure the proper distribu* 
tion of the large sums entrusted to our care." 

Where every member of the Committee co-operated so loyally to secure 
the great object for which it was formed, it is hard to select names for special 
mention. We are restrained by this difficulty, and by the delicacy attending 
any reference by a Committee to its own members, from saying here much 
that anybody acquainted with the working of the Committee must deeply feel. 
But we cannot in common justice conclude this report without expressing 
the special obligations of the Committee to Alderman Tarpey, for his assiduous 
labour on the Examination Sub-Committee; to Mr. V. B. Dillon, Jun., 
who planned the ground-work of the relief system, and carried it to a 
successful end ; to Mr. John Adye Curran, who conducted the correspondence 
with the Local Committees; to Mr. Charles Kennedy, for his constant 
attendance ' to and supervision of the working of the organisation ; to 
Mr. W. Lane Joyxt, for his labours in connection with the supply of food 
and clothing to the Western Islands; to Lord F. G. Osborne, who 
superintended the distribution of supplies to the Islands ; to Mr. David 
DaiMMiE, who transacted the principal part of the financial business of the 
Committee ; to Professor Sigerson, M.D., for his services on the Publication 
Sub-Committee, and on the Medical Commission in conjunction with 
Dr. J. E. Kenny ; to the Eev. Canon Bagot, the founder of the Seeds Fund ; 
to Mr. J. A. Fox, for his reports concerning the condition of Mayo ; to Mr. 
David Drummond, Rev. J. Daniel, P.P., Mr. T. Maxwell Hutton, and 
Colonel Davoren, for their close attention to the work of the different Sub- 
Committees ; and especially to the Most Bev. Dr. Trench, for his assistance in 
every vicissitude of a trj-ing time. None but their colleagues can knowthe labour, 
often extending into the night and early morning, which these and other 
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gentlemen devoted to a work which at one time threatened to overwhehn 
them, and any words of thanks from their colleagues would be a trifling 
recompense compared with the satisfaction of knowing that their sacrifices for 
the alleviation of the sufferings of their fellow-countrymen have not been 
made in vain* 

CONCLUSION. 

j^gjjy* Little remains to be written, the Committee would fain believe, to 

**"* satisfy the subscribers to the Mansion House Fund, that their money has been 

administered, under an anxious sense of responsibility, with as much economy 
and as little abuse, as the best labour and skill of the Members of this Com- 
mittee could ensure, and in the result effectually to the saving of human life. 
The total expenses incurred in receiving and dispensing the Fund — including 
cost of telegrams, postage, stationery, printing, salaries, advertising, travelling 
expenses, inspection of Local Committees, and incidentals — amount (as appears 
from the Report of the Finance Sub-Committee) to £3,425 17s. 3rf. The 
principal item therein is that of £1,034 9s. for the salaries of Assistant 
Secretary, Clerks, and Accountants. It will be remembered that to the 
minutest local detail the relief system was organized and directed from 
Dublin, and that the expenses which would have otherwise been distri- 
buted over a number of local centres were concentrated entirely upon 
the Dublin Executive. Whoever calls to mind the prodigious labour 
of setting 840 Local Committees in motion, maintaining a constant and 
minute correspondence with the bulk of them for eight months, sifting 
complaints, checking returns, and, at the same time, keeping up a 
voluminous postal and telegraphic correspondence of appeals and ac- 
knowledgments wdth Committees in all parts of the globe, will appreciate 
the meaning of these figures, and will understand that it was only by 
the physical, as well as mental labour, extending frequently far into the 
nights, undergone by Members of the Committee ; and only by the circum- 
stance that the free use of the Mansion House swept the item of rents off* 
the balance-sheet, that the Dublin newspapers inserted advertisements at 
largely reduced rates, and the American and Eastern Telegraph Companies 
transmitted thousands of pounds' worth of telegrams, free of cost — it was 
only in consequence of many happy contingencies of this sort, that so vast 
a task was compassed at so moderate an expense. The £1,527 spent in 
circulating 27,000 copies of the Committee's appeal throughout the world, and 
Final Report, was the only other sum out of £180,000 that did not go directly to 
feed or clothe the objects of the subscribers' bounty. There being no lack of 
local food-dealers, too, and the money being spent upon the spot, the cost of 
transit of food, and of local storehouses and clerks,, which formed so great a 
portion of charitable expenditure in the times of the Great Famine, «vas 
altogether obliterated. Save in one or two exceptional instances, the Local 
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Committees employed no paid assistance of any kind, but simply issued tickets 
which were honoured in the contractors' shops. 

So much for expenses of administration ; the etHbicncy of the system of ^^^ 
Local Committees — both as to the grants made to them, and as to the grants <i»«wMwi 
made by them — ^is a question to be approached with more diffidence. No 
charitable organisation ever invented probably could, at a few weeks' notice, 
have assumed the charge of half a million destitute persons, and more or less 
supported them for months, without making mistakes. The Mansion House 
Committee are sensible that, in dividing so considerable a sum, among so vast 
a population, and under so many varj'ing circumstances, they cannot claim 
freedom from those irregularities in grants to which errors of judgment, or 
defective information, must occasionally give rise. Many things, no doubt, 
were done, and many things left undone, which an absolutely perfect system 
would have corrected. They are content to accept the fact, that there has not 
been a single jarring note in the too generous public praises which their 
efforts have met with among persons of all degrees in Ireland, as a recognition 
that they have at least done their best, and that their errors produced no 
serious harm. If the same test can be taken as a criterion of the action of And of th 
the Local Committees, it may be anticipated that these bodies will be found mitteos 
to have been still more worthy of the confidence of the subscribers to this 
Fund, and of the gratitude of the unhappy people to whom they were the 
immediate ministers. The rivalries of local traders, or the querulousness of 
unsatisfied applicants for relief, now and again gave rise to complaints ; which 
invariably, however, were either too transparent to call for investigation at all, 
or, when investigated, turned out to be wholly groundless. Persons, too, 
who were not subscribers to the Fund, and who systematically discouraged 
others fit'om subscribing, were occasionally found whispering vague insinu- 
ations of imposition, either by or upon the Local Committees ; but all eflbrts 
to fasten them to facts or particulars were fruitless. One tangible charge — 
and one alone — was levelled against a Local Committee. It was made 
by the land agent and the Protestant Rector of the Aran Islands against 
the Aran Sub-Committee. The complaint was no sooner formulated than 
the Mansion House Committee deemed it sufficiently important to be at once 
and searchingly investigated. Mr. John Adye Cuuiian, B.L., was selected 
by the Mansion House Committee to proceetl to the Aran Islands, and bring 
the persons interested on both sides face to face, at a formal investigation on 
the spot. 

Mr. Curran's cool and well-reasoned judgment, which will be found in a S2ik£dl 
Special Report, exhibits the result. It was charged that the Protestant Rector p"*®* 
had been excluded from the Sub-Committee, and the explanation was found to 
be that this was one of these exceptional cases in which, at the suggestion of 
the Protestant Archbishop of Dublin, the Mansion House Committee had 
agreed to make grants to two separate Committees, if necpssary, in the same 
district. The Rector had not formed a separate Committee, because the only 
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Protestant on the islands requiring relief had received it plentifully. It was 
charged that the agent had heen studiously kept off the Committee ; and there 
was written proof that he had been requested, and given several opportunities 
to join. Finally it was alleged that relief was refused to persons who worked 
for the Rector, or frequented a Protestant shopkeeper's shop ; and, upon the 
evidence he has so lucidly set forth, Mr. Curran reported that not only was 
there no evidence given that destitute people had been refused relief by the 
Committee for either of these reasons, but that he was affirmatively satisfied 
to the contrary, by the proofs put before him. The matters thus satisfactorily 
cleared up formed the only tangible charge of partiality or mismanagement 
against a Sub-Committee which came to the ears of the Mansion House Com- 
mittee. That persons sometimes received small quantities of Indian meal, 
who were not wholly destitute, is very likely true. That here and there the 
judgment of the Local Committees may have been imposed upon by even 
grosser abuses is, according to all human experience, probable, though it has 
never appeared in evidence. The only certain circumstance which gave a colour 
to the inuendos sometimes put forth in idleness, and sometimes in malice, but 
always without name, or date, or detail, was, that in cases where small 
farmers were stripped of everything else beside, the possession of one cow 
(or in some cases even more), was not held to be a bar against their receiving 
relief. These half-starved animals (which the poor people often pinched 
themselves to a meal a day to keep alive), were at the time perfectly unsale- 
able; they afforded the only chance of moistening the unvarying mess of 
Indian meal stirabout with milk for children and sick persons ; a single 
cow was sometimes, as in Achill, owned ** in shares " by three or four families; 
and the policy, as well as the humanity, of not driving the people to part with 
their last hope of ever again stocking their little farms, is so obvious, that it 
is unnecessary to defend a discretion which was, according to all the evidence, 
wisely and sparingly used. The members of this Committee who at various 
times, and in different parts of the country had opportunities of observing the 
working of the local bodies — The Lord Mayor, Mr. Lane Joynt, Mr. J. A. Fox, 
Rey. Canon Baoot, Lord Francis Osborne, Dr. Sigerson, and others — 
returned but the one report of their experiences : that the Local Committees 
were discharging their painful and thankless task upon the whole viiih 
complete efficiency, and with wonderful devotion ; that the Protestant and 
Catholic clergy had no rivalry but in sympathy and self-sacrifice for the sake 
of the suffering people ; that the accounts were scrupulously kept, and the 
work of relief performed, upon the whole, swiftly, thoroughly, and judiciously. 
In 1846-47, the want of Local Committees, such as these, was one of 
the most effectual allies of the Famine. ** At any time,'* it has been well 
written, "the want of an educated, intelligent body of men to carry out the 
various local measures must be severely felt ; but its pressure was almost 
overwhelming, when the whole population of many districts were fed by the 
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hands of strangers.*'* AVhen we read upon the same excellent authority that 
" this want of the necessary machinery for administering relief in the ilistricts 
which most required it, had more effect than any other circumstance in 
impeding the exertions requisite to relieve the sufferings of the destitute in ^^^l 
that time of calamity" — we cannot dwell with too much gratitude upon the ^'*°°" 
good fortune which, in this latest ordeal, raised up even in the most desolate 
regions of the country, hodies of men who, surrounded daily by the most 
repulsive forms of misery, never shrank from their posts, until, by their 
patience, wisdom, courage, and labour, the time of trial passed into the time 
of rotumiug plenty. Nor should it go unrecorded of the people who were 
fed by the world's charity, that they concealed their sufferings until starva- 
tion was entering their doors; that their self-respect rebelled to the last 
against the beggar's trade ; that " work, not alms," was the cry of their 
hearts, until it was stifled by the pangs of hunger; that throughout the 
uncertainties and privations of seven months* dependence upon public charity, 
their endurance, peacefuluess, and thankfulness to all who had a kindly word, 
or did a kindly deed for them, gave a certain dignit}' to their honest poverty ; 
and that no sooner did the harvest offer them its first promises of subsis- 
tence than they quitted the life of mendicants as eagerly as they had 
embraced it reluctantly. Upon the whole, perhaps, no other i>eople could 
have passed through a prolonged period of enforced mendicancy with less 
taint of demoralisation ; and no people ought, perhaps, to have been exposed 
to the t^st. 

In the result, a Famine which must have swept awav manv thousands of a Fan 
the population was stayed by the hand of private charity — and of private Jlt'y 
charity almost alone — until the bounty of the Almighty came in to banish it 
altogether. That we do not over-rate the saving of human life is now con- 
fessed by everybody possessed of oflScial or local knowledge of the facts. 
Mr. Fox's reports teem with the evidence of Catholic Bishops, Laud- 
OAiTiers, Chairmen of Boards of Guardians, Doctors, and Clergymen of all 
persuasions, that charity alone stood between vast masses of the population 
and a terrible death. Within tlie last six weeks of the distress, beyond doubt, 
the vigorous co-operation of the Government relieved private charity of a con- 
siderable portion of its care. 92,619 persons were on the 24th July, receiving 
more or less substantial doles of outdoor relief ; 22,680 men were at the same 
time employed upon baronial works ;t and it may, perhaps, be assumed that 
as many more found employment under the loans to the landowners. But, 
roundly speaking, during the entire perilous interval between January and 
July, the money of Australia and America and their generous sister nations 

• Transactions of the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, during 
the Famine in Ireland, in 184G and 1847, Chap. I., p. 13. 

t Official return of the Board of Works, 30th June. Many of the men here taken 
credit for, however, were only employed for short intervals of a week or two* 
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was the slieet-anchor of the Irish peasantry ; it provided their daily food for 

many thousands who, without it, must have lain down to die, or gone to choke 

the distant workhouses of bankrupt unions, never to raise their heads again 

ThatM among men. Whether this was not too great a tax to lay upon private 

•STtSriiiT cl^aritji ^^^ too great a risk to run upon the chance of private charity proving 

toogreftt. Qqiioi \q it^ are questions which unhappily may not impossibly be again matter 

of grave concern in the government of Ireland. We deem it a duty to record 

it as our opinion that the tax upon the humanity of distant communities, 

the uncertainty of the results, the shame of craving alms throughout the 

world, and the danger of demoralisation in distributing them, were all too great 

to have been left for so long a time to be the only resource of an immense 

area of a country, possessed of unappropriated national funds of its own, and 

bound closely to the richest nation in the world. 

25ndd&lf Nor should it be forgotten, in felicitations upon the happy issue of the 

wgadthe cHsis, that it was only by an extraordinary chain of providential coincidences 

that the distress was prevented from receiving developments which would 

have broken all bounds of private effort. We have seen that, up to the 

beginning of October, Her Majesty's Ministers considered the danger of a fuel 

famine the worst omen of the time. The peat which, as fuel, was even more 

to the Western peasants than the potato, as food, was, up to that period, lying 

on the bogs dripping with moisture ; a few more rainy weeks, and a winter as 

inclement as the preceding one might have fastened down upon the unhappy 

people and killed them off like flies in their fireless cabins ; for even if coal 

could have been distributed in sufficient quantity through the almost 

inaccessible mountain villages of the West, the peasantry had no grates to 

gegn«i- burn it in. This fearful danger was averted by an autumn and a winter of 

•Twrted exceptional mildness; which both saved the fuel generally,* and protected 

the half-clad and half-fed people from the ravages of cold and wet. Again, 

there was the contingency of the landlords and creditors swooping upon 

the remnants of the harvest for their rents and debts, and leaving the small 

farmers naked on the brink of winter ; it had occurred before in 1845, and to 

a large extent even in 1846, and might occur again. The unheard of forbearance 

of both classes of creditors, and in some degree the desperation of the peasantry, 

LMidiorjiii' left the harvest, such as it was, almost in its integrity for food, and thereby 

iSSS^?* cut off four months' dependence upon charity. The State may justly claim 

^^TO^n the credit of having, by its adoption of the principle of Major Nolan's Seeds 

'^ Bill, removed still another danger, which was, perhaps, the most imminent of 

all — the danger of one-third of the cultivated land of the country lying waste 

for want of seeds. This Committee can perhaps claim the credit of having 

first brought the danger and the remedy to the notice of the Government. 

Whoever reflects how great a sum of money it required to keep the people 

♦ There were exceptions to this rule, many localities (iis will be seen from the Medical 
Reports) suffered oonsidcmbly from iusuHiciency of fuel. 
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supplied with the bare necessaries of life — even after they hud been providen- 
tially saTed from a fuel famine — after they had been remitted millions of debt 
— after their land had been seeded for them — while many of them were payinjjj 

no rents — while the weather, whose mildness which had sheltered them from '"»f '^ 

' 111 till 

disease, through the winter and spring, was brightening their harvest-fields with ""^ 

early promise — cannot think without a shudder to how large an extent we owe it 

to the accidents of seasons and other coincidences that the calamities of 1879-80 

did not end in a catastrophe. For it must be recollected that the Mansion 

House Fund was only oue of many agencies employed to mitigate the crisis. 

Beside the £180,000 subscribed to this Fund, sums amounting to about 

£300,000 more were distributed between the Ducuess of MARLBOKoUiiii's 

Committee, the New York Herald Fund Committee, the Natioiml Laud 

League, the Canadian Fund Committee, and the Philadelphia Fund Committee. 

The largest share of the American subscriptions — according to one 

calculation, £200,000 — was forwarded to the Irish Bishops for s([>arate ^^iv 

distribution ; £26,530 was thus remitted to the Archbishop of Tcam alone '^!,|::- 

The individual remittances from America and Australia to friends in Irohuid, \Zv 

will be, perhaps, moderately estimated at £150,000 more. If to this niagnili- 

cent tribute of £830,000 of private charity, we add the £189,7*20 claimed 

to have been issued to landowners for relief emplojinent, the £55,037 returned 

as the expenditure upon baronial relief works, and the extra charges tor 

outdoor relief, which are probably underestimated at £200,000, we shall 

have, in round numbers, £1,270,000 applied to the alleviation of seven 

months* distress without being able to do much more than satisfy the 

immediate cravings of want ; and this, without taking into account that some 

£4,000,000 of rents and debts were, if not wiped out, at least suspended 

during that time, that £500,000 more were loaned for seeds, that therefore, 

four months* food was available at the beginning of the crisis, and that an 

unusually early harvest shortened its continuanctj for fully three weeks longer, 

at a juncture when every form of charity was exhausted. Nor can we truly 

say that, with all that timely warnings, glorious generosity, zeal, organisation, 

and immense expenditures like those we have enumerated could do, there has 

not remained much suffering, and, it is to be feared, some contributory 

elements of the increased mortality of the year. Dr. Sioekson, while he 

shows that in the quarter in which the charitable relief organisations started, 

the death-rate fell from 1'6 per 1,000 in excess, to 1 per 1,000 in excess of 

the rat3 for the corresponding quarters of the past live years, notes, that the 

death-rate nevertheless remained exceptionally high ; and is driven to the 

onclusion that many must have quietly succumbed to their sufferings, and 

silently died out. There is, unfortunately, too much reason to suppose that, 

before the Relief organisations were in existence, and afterwards, when the 

funds were running low, a long course of privations, or of uniform and meagre 

diet, predisposed the enfeebled bodies of many of the sufferers to disease. 

But the more we dwelf upon the dimen&ions, the perils,' and difficuUies of the 
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Irish Crisis of 1879-80, the more humbly should we bow iu thankfulness to 
the Almighty for the issue. 
iwy?^!Sie To compare the circumstances of ^the Great Famine with those of that 
Funint "* through wliich we have just passed, the premonitory omens in each case being 
almost equally dark — the scarcity and dearness of food, the immense freights, 
the difficulties of transporting provisions, the absence of local organisation or 
of local traders, the confusion, the blundering, the waste of millions of money 
and hundreds of thousands of lives, then ; and the plentifulness of cheap food 
in the markets, on the very spot, in the remotest places, noic — the vigorous 
local organisations, the ease with which our appeals were in a moment made to 
travel round the world and bring back noble help almost as quickly ; — to think 
of how blight and inclemency and sickening disappointment dogged the 
unhappy people season after season in that horrible time, while the benignity of 
the seasons cheered and a bounteous harvest ended in one season our own period 
of agony — and then to contrast the depopulated, emaciated, horror-stricken 
and helpless Ireland that emerged from the Great Famine, with our own milder 
sufferings and happier deliverance — is not to lessen the gravity of the dangers 
we have escaped from, but to produce two lasting impressions upon the Irish 
heart. One of thanksgiving to the Almighty that He has vouchsafed to order 
all things so well towards the mitigation of the calamity and to multiply the 
means of meeting it. The other, of abiding gratitude and affection for the 
far-away kinsmen and brothers all the world over, by whose magnificent gifts 
many thousands tottering on the brink of a miserable death have been spared 
to breathe their prayers on Irish soil to-day for their preservers. 
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Defects of 
the Poor- 
Uws. 



Shall the crisis of 1879-80 close the history of Irish famines ? Whether 
periods of distress are to recur or no, the lessons of the last twelve months 
have pointed out some particulars in which the Irish poor-laws must be 
materially changed, if they are to be effectual. The Boards of Guardians 
must be brought to harmonise with the interests of the great bulk of the 
population, that they may respond sensitively to the pressure of real want, 
without overburdening the body of ratepayers. A ready means of bringing 
this about would seem to be the admission to Boards of Guardians, as in 
Engli^d, of clergymen, who alone know the secrets of the Irish poor, and 
whose energy, firmness and administrative capacity were manifested in the 
late ordeal no less conspicuously than their noble loyalty to the suffering 
people. Poor-law Boards thus leavened might, perhaps, safely be trusted to 
make poor-law relief a reality in those districts where it at present conveys no 
meaning except the idea of a distant workhouse — half hospital, half prison— 
for the sick and worthless; — to enforce some system of sanitation in the 
dwellings of the poor; — to make provision for the treatment of epidemic disease 
locally in those remote regions of the Western unions, where conveyance to the 
workhouse hospital would involve dangerous risk and torment to the patients ;— 
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and, above all, to frankly recognise the invincible abhorrence of the workhouse 
entertained by the Irish peasantry, by a liberal dispensation of outdoor relief 
in cases where, in the normal state of the existing law, the alternative of semi- 
starvation in their cabins is the surrender of their little farms and homes. In 
order to equalise the financial burden upon every portion of the population, it 
seems to be inevitable that the whole Union should be taxed at a uniform 
rate. The present system of charging each electoral division separately with 
the sapport of its own poor is unjust to the towns in times of agricultural 
prosperity, and ruinous to the country in periods of agricultural distress ; and, 
while in the richer agricultural districts it holds out a direct incentive to 
landlords and large farmers to drive the labourers into the towns, in the 
poorest districts, whose wealth, such as it is, is concentrated in the towns, 
the property owners and shopkeepers thereof are exempted from the responsi- 
bility of assisting in the support of the stalling cottiers by whom in better 
times they live and grow rich. An amelioration of the law in these respects 
is, ill our opinion, essential to bring about the relief of honest poverty, if the 
Poor-law system is to mean anything beyond a set of expensive establishments 
for the accommodation of vagabonds and almshouses for the aged. 

At the same time it must not be concealed that, in the Unions where I'Jt' 
distress is apt to be most poignant, such is the poverty of almost the whole "iim 
population, that no possible re-casting of the Poor-law system can render it 
adequate as a relief organisation in times of pressure — much less succeed in 
averting them. That, should the present economic conditions remain 
unchanged, such periods of pressure must arise again, and may not lind the 
world in snch a mood of benevolence, or relief organisations in such a state of 
preparedness to resist them, is the lesson which gives most concern to every- 
one having an interest in, or a responsibility for, the future of Ireland. Into 
a discussion of these conditions, the constitution of the Mansion House 
Committee forbids us to enter. It would perhaps involve political controversy, 
in which many members of this Committee, united loyally for the relief of 
actual suffering, might be found ranged upon opposite sides. There are, how- 
ever, some grounds of opinion common to all, and there is imperative necessity 
for giving it expression. It is agreed that the condition of things, under which Sl5S 
a fertile and in many places thinly-populated island is reduced twice in each 
generation to crave alms at the doors of the nations, that a large section of its 
people may not starve to death, is a shameful and intolerable scandal. It is 
admitted that, unless thousands of persons are to be left oscillating between 
poverty and starvation, at the mercy of the seasons, some redistribution of the 
population along the unreclaimed Western sea coasts, which are tho perpetual 
lurking places of distress, is inevitable. Whether that redistribution should 
take the ignominious form of expatriation for the people, or of transference 
to these extensive tracts in the interior of the country, which are at present 
only half utilized, or not utilized at all, is a question which we cannot here 
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discuss. It is only too evident, at the same time, that Irish agriculture in 

general is not merely threatened by an intensifying foreign competition, but 

.suflfers from a deep internal malady, which unnerves industry, discourages 

The deep in- improvement, causes division between those who own and those who till the 

■Ayof soil, habituates the peasantry to ambitionless lives of squalor, and leaves the 

wealth of the soil neglected or mocked with half a tillage. 

Thirty years ago the Society of Friends, in concluding their benevolent 

labours during the Famine of 1846-47, proposed the question:* *'What 

ThenwQwj circumstauccs can account for the inactivity and want of improvement which 

g^JJ'i^ characterise the Irish tenantry ? The civic population are more industrious 

nS^S** and energetic ; and the same men who are indolent on their farms in this 

country, exhibit a diflferent character when they emigrate to America, It is 

a strange phenomenon to see landlords almost ruined by the taxation required 

for supporting pauper labourers in the workhouses ; while millions of acres 

are wholly waste or imperfectly cultivated, and millions of money are lying 

at a low rate of interest in the funds. There are no doubt various causes for 

the depressed condition of Ireland ; but it is an important question for 

public consideration, how far that depressed condition has resulted from 

injudicious legislation. If there be any legal impediments to the prosperity 

of the country, they should be first removed, and a free scope left for human 

exertion, before it can be right to condemn the people for improvidence or 

want of industry. The state of the law respecting land is universally 

admitted to be complicated and uncertain. A thorough reform appears 

essential to the improvement of the social condition of the country." What 

direction that reform is to take is, now as then, a source of heart-burnings 

and perplexity. Some moderate principles developed in the Report of the 

Society of Friends have, however, ripened into pretty general acceptance. 

" The possession of land (p. 115) should be so far considered as a trust for the 

benefit of society at large, that no private arrangements should be permitted 

to interfere with the public good, by impeding those improvements which may 

.be necessary to render the soil as productive as possible. In the absence of 

all restrictions, the interests of the individual owner perfectly coincide with 

those of society, and will secure for the public the best management and the 

largest production.** The restrictions which then existed exist in great 

measure still — the system of entails which tie the hands of so many owners 

for life ; the cumbrous and expensive machinery for the transfer of land, which 

])ractically forbids the buying or selling of land in small parcels ; the landlord's 

right of summary seizure of the tenants* goods under the law of distress, 

with the eflfect of lowering the tenant's credit and of enabling landowners 

to hire their lands to the highest bidder without regard to the value of the land 

or the character of the tenant; and finally, all the resulting demoralisation among 

♦Transactions of the Central Relief Coumiittec of the Society of Friends. diirinL' the 
"Famine in Ireland, in 1816 and 1847, p. 110 
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the tenantry, wliom "the heavy expenses of a transfer of land in moilerate lots 
deprives of the opportunity of investing their savings in land and thus 
becoming the farmers of their own estates, and upon whom the want of a secure 
tenure of their farms under the existing sybtem has the inevitahle effoct of 
impeding improvement."* Few will now dispute that a necessary part, if not 
the whole, of land reform in Ireland must consist in "the removal of all 
restrictions, whether of law or practice, which interfere with the free use of 
the land for the purposes of human industr}-'' — *'that the laws ought to be 
sueh as would enable every member of the community to sell or to pnrchasf 
any quantity of land, with the smallest practicable delay, expense, and risk." 
Whether the remedy should stop here, or in what other form the uurt st and 
insecurity which paralyse the peasant's arm may be removed, is a quesiit>n not 
so germane to our present purpose, as that responsible statesmen should attack 
the problem resolutely and at once. It is as true now as when the Society of 
Friends reported, that improvement is at a stand still for want of a secure 
tenure — that*' in many parts of Ireland leases are rare, and the occupants 
hold merely from year to year" — that **if the tenant have no lease he knows 
that any additional value he may give to his farm, whether by his capital or 
liis industry', renders him liable to a demand of an increased rent." 
It is, unhappily, no less true now than then, that, following in the wake 
of a period of distress, ** the agrarian outrages which have so dinply stained 
the character of Ireland, have lately appeared in an ajrgravated form where 
they were least expected to arise." Far be it from us, as from that benevolent 
society, " to extenuate the enormity, or to palliate the guilt of these dreadful 
outrages ; yet they have exciting causes, which should, if possible, be 
removed." In reading these calm and solemn lessons taught by a Famine ^i 
which swept away two millions of the Irish population, we cannot reflect Tu 
without melancholy, that the thirty years wlxich have rolled by since those 
pages were written should find us emerging from another famine, surrounded 
by the same phenomena of a fruitful soil and a starving population, a war of 
classes, a stain of crime, and the self-same prostration of national energy 
attributed to the self-same causes. " There is no time to lose in effecting 
these reforms. The present state of the country, while it exhibits some 
indications of improvement, is such as to cause deep anxiety even in 
the most hopeful." This was written in 1852. Another famine ; and 
Mr. James H. Tuke, who assisted noblv in the work of the Socieiv 
of Friends during the former famine, revisited the country.* ** And still the 
question remains" — he wrote in the spring of 1880 — " IIow can this almost 
universally disaffected tone be changed into one of content and loyalty ? The 

• Transactions of the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, during the 
Famine in Ireland, in 1846 and 1847, p. 110. 

* A Visit to Donegal and Connaii{(ht in the Spring of IR^O, l)y Jami-s 11. Tuki:, Autlnn- 
of '• A Visit to Connanght in the Autumn of 1847,'' page ><1». 
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position seems to me one of the greatest gravity, and I cannot believe that any 
Government can long exist without having it forced upon them." 
oondiuioii Shall another kind stranger, in another generation, utter the same dreary 

warning and tell the same woful tale of a people who thrive everywhere unless 
at home, stagnating and perishing of hunger in their own beautiful land ? Or 
shall the crisis now so happily tided over by the wondrous hand of human 
charity, be the last that shall make Irishmen blush to behold their country 
exhibited as an almshouse, supported by the compassion of the world ? 

• 

Signed on behalf of the Mansion House Belief Committee. 

E, DWYER GRAY, M.P., Lord Mayor, 

Chairman. 

R. W. BAGOT, Canon, LL.D., \ 

JAMES DANIEL, P.P., 

P. M'CABE FAY, 

T. MAXWELL BUTTON, ) „ ■^<'"-. 

Secretaiies. 
CHARLES KENNEDY, 

GEORGE B. OWENS, Knt., 

V. B. DILLON, JuN., j 



Dotlin, 7th December, 1880. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT. 



The Finance Committee of the Mansion House Fund for the Relief of 
the Distress in Ireland, in submitting their report on the Balance Sheet pre- 
sented herewith, desire to draw attention to a few items in the statement which 
appear to them deserving of special notice. The total receipts amount to 
£181,665 98. 1(L, of which £180,097 5«. 6d. have been contributed for the 
general purposes of the Committee, £535 10«. 9rf. for specified distribution, 
£854 58. lOJ. for the purpose of giving special grants for seed, and £178 Is. Od. 
interest allowed by the National Bank on current balances. It is interesting 
to notice that from Australia and New Zealand an amount has been received 
.exceeding half the entire contributions. Individual subscriptions have been 
received from all parts of the world, as will be ssen by classification list on 
page 83. 

The largest individual subscription received was from the Maharajah of 
ViziANAGRAM, £l,000 ; his Grace the Archbishop of Tuam, out of funds 
entrusted to him for the relief of distress, forwarded £3,000 to this Committee; 
the smallest was !«., ** a widow's mite.'* An alphabetical list of every subscrip- 
tion has been prepared, and is issued with the Committee's report. With 
reference to the disbursement of the fund it m vy be mentioned that 844 Local 
Committees were established throughout the districts in which the greatest 
distress prevailed, but these by amalgamation were reduced to 769. Through 
these agencies £166,899 have been dispensed in providing food, fuel, and 
clothing for the destitute. 

The account shows that £4,445 4«. lid. has been expended by the Western 
Isles Committee in the purchase of meal and clothing for the Islanders on the 
Western coast, and the Seed Committee expended the special contributions 
received for the purpose, together with £47 Is. 9rf. for carriage, making in all 
the sum of £933 Is. Id. in the purchase and distribution of seeds. In addition, 
special grants, amounting to £289 lis. 4d., have been made for the purchase 
of clothing, flour, milk, extract of meat, &c., for fever- stricken patients, and for 
distribution on the Western coasts. Contributions amounting to £535 10s. 9J., 
forwarded with special instructions for distribution in specified places, have 
been disposed of in accordance with the wishes of the donors. A list of grants 
made, arranged in counties, has been prepared, and is issued with the Com- 
mittee's report. During the progress of the work of the Committee it was 
resolved to publish a pamphlet detailing the circumstances which led to the 
formation of the Committee, giving an aocount of its proceedings, and 
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appealing for help, 50,000 copies were distributed at home and abroad at a 
cost of £1,077 lis. lid. for printing and postage. 

It will also be observed that by a resolution unanimously adopted by the 
Committee, a sum £450 was specially allocated as gi-ants of £150 each to the 
families of Drs. Doxovan and Kobixson, of Skibbereen, and Dr. Grealy, of 
Oranmore, who died of fever caught in discharge of their duty as Dispensary 
Officers attending the poor during the late distress, for the relief of which this 
Committee was organised. 

Under the heading of "Expenses" it will interest the Committee to 
have information regarding some of the larger items : — £189 S«. Sih was 
expended on telegrams transmitted abroad, notwithstanding the fact that the 
Great Eastern and Anglo- American Telegraph Companies transmitted our mes- 
sages free. This expenditure was mostjudicious, and, as the Committee are aware, 
was the means of bringing in contributions amounting to many thousands of 
pounds. The stationery, printing, and scrivenery, amounting to £677 135. lOd.y 
include stationery and all printed matter supplied to our 840 Local Com- 
mittees. The salaries paid amount to £1,009 98., an item of expenditure 
which was kept at this moderate figure through the personal exertion of 
members of Committee, who devoted time unsparingly in carrying on the 
work. Advertising amounts to £794 19*., and comprises appeals in news- 
papers throughout the United Kingdom, and the insertion of lists of 
subscriptions thrice weekly in the Dublin daily papers. This item would have 
been considerably larger but for the great liberality of the proprietors of the 
different papers, who made large reductions from their usual charges. In the 
incidental expenses there is included an item, £7 lOs., rent of temporary office, 
which is the only outlay for rent, as through the great kindness of the Lord 
Mayor and Lady Mayoress, and at a great sacrifice of personal comfort, ample 
office accommodation in the Mansion House was placed at the disposal of tlie 
Committee. The total expenses incurred in receiving and dispensing the 
fund — including cost of telegrams, postage, stationery', and printing, salaries, 
advertising, and travelling expenses, inspection of Local Committees, and 
incidentals — amount to £8,425 17s. B(/. 

The Committee desire to place on record their appreciation of the valuable 
assistance rendered by Mr. J. H. Wright, the Assistant Secretary, and by 
Mr. A. J. Philipps, the Accountant. 

The Finance Committee beg to report in conclusion, that the balance in 
Bank to the credit of the fund is £2,586 Is. lOd., which amount, with any 
further contributions which may be received, will be reserved for special distri- 
bution under the direction of the Trustees appointed by the Commit* ee for 
this purpose. 

Signed on behalf of the Finance Committee, 

DAVID DHIMMIE. 
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MANSION HOUSE RELIEF FUND. 

tnd, 18b 0. 



<Cr. 



1880, December 2mL 
3jr GnnU made as follows : — 

TO LOCAL COMMITTEES FOR FOOD, FUEL, AND CLOTHING 

TO WESTERN ISLANDS: 

Meal .. ..l-2.'.':m 10 11 

Clothing .. .. .. 1,97H 10 7 

Cost of (liBtribution .. .. 220 14 5 



I 



FOB SEED, A3 PER SI KCIAL CONTRIBUTK)NS FOR 

THIS PURP03E .. .. .. i>80 5 4 

Carrioge on do. . . . . . . 47 I 



AMOUNT SPECIALLY DISTRIBUTED PER CONTRA 

SPECIAL GRANTS: 

Piirchaae of Shoes .. .. ^4^0 8 

In Clothing, Flour, Milk, Extract of Meat, <l'c. 280 11 4 

Families of deceased Doctors . . .. 450 

Carriage on Flour, <fec. . . . . 8 4 



DISTRIBUTED BY MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE TO SPECIAL 

V^^\oXl<o •• •* •• •• ,, 

COST OF PUBLICATION OF PAMPHLET AND RETORT OF 
COMMITTEL'S PROCEEDINGS, FOR CIRCUIATION AT 
HOME AND ABROAD: 

Printing .. .. ..4*1,178 

Postage .. .. 340 8 II 

By Expenses (including Costs of Appeal and of Organisation and Distri* 



bntion of Funds) 
SALARIES :— Assistant Secretary and Clerks 
Auditors' Fee 



I 



..£l,OOQ 9 
25 



STATIONERY, PRINTING, AND SCRIVENERY .. 

ADVERTISING IN UNITED KINGDOM 

TR.\VELLING EXPENSES, including Cost of Inspection of Local 

Committees 
TELEGRAMS:— Foreign .. .. .. ^£189 3 3 

Home .. .. .. 63 10 5 



POSTAGE 

WAGES, Porter and Messenger 

BANK CHARGES, STAMPS, &c. . . 

INCIDENTALS, including Car Hire, Rent of Temporary Offices, <tc. 
BALANCE transferred to Trustees 



100,800 



4,415 4 11 



033 7 1 
535 10 



l,lh2 4 



130 



1,527 14 11 



1.034 
077 13 10 



704 19 





311 5 





252 13 


8 


103 15 


9 


08 10 





35 7 


5 


147 3 


1 


2,580 7 


10 


iE181,005 9 


1 



SookB kept by the Committee ; we had all vouchers produced to us, compared vouchers 

i manner in which they were kept, very much facilitated the Audit, and enabled the 
al ita disposal. 

KEVANS & KEAN, 

Chartered Accountants* 
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be a most plentiful and healthy one. Nothing else appears to grow or thrive 
on the Islands, save in one small favoured and sheltered spot — an oasis in the 
desert — the residence of the Rev. Wm. Kilbride, which forms a very pleasing 
contrast to the wild appearance of thfe rest of the Island of Aranmore. What- 
ever soil there is on the Island is verj* shallow, and more affected by a dry 
season than one could imagine without seeing it. 

Fishing and the manufacture of kelp are also a means of support to a 
considerable number of the inhabitants. There is no fuel on the Islands, 
and the turf has to be carried over in hookers from the opposite shores of 
Connemara. 

The distress caused by the failure of the potato crop, has been this year 
intensified by a very bad fishing season. The drought in the early Summer 
dried up, to a considerable extent, any pasturage on the Islands, and the result 
has been, that starvation has been only kept off by the grants from the Relief 
Committees. The Aran Committee will require further aid to tide them over 
their difficulties for some weeks to come. 

Communication with the main laud is carried on by hookers, which ply 
to and from Gal way, and other points on the coast. A good sized yacht carries 
the post bag, passengers and merchandise three times a week to and from 
Galway during the Summer months ; and twice a week during the remainder 
of the year, weather permitting ; an important qualification at Aran, where 
communication during the Winter months is frequently interrupted by storms 
for weeks together, and very much interfered with during the Summer by 
calms which prevent the sailing of the hookers. I was placed in the position 
of being made personally to feel the latter inconvenience, as I was detained 
on the Island for a considerable time aftar I had concluded the business I 
had to do, by a calm which gave the ocean the appearance of a sheet of oil for 
some days. 

There are also a number of canoes, or corachs, used by the natives for 
fishing and other purposes, which are, however, only suited for fine weather, 
being constructed of ribs of wood covered with canvas. I was informed 
in Galway that during the Summer months, commencing with July, the 
steamer plying between that city and Ballyvaughan, calls once a week ut 
Kilronan. 

Having regard to the secluded position of these Islanders, one is not 
surprised to find that their customs, manners and dress are very primitive. 
They seem to be a fine looking, sturdy race of men, physically superior in 
every respect to the peasantry of the neighbouring main laud. The ordinary 
shoe worn by both men and women is a piece of raw hide, stitched over the 
tues and at the heels, and fastened to the foot by means of a piece of fishing 
cord running across the instep. The Islands abound in ruins and ancient 
monuments, and the cliff scenery is magnificent. The Protestant Church 
stands in the centre of the village of Kilronan. The Catholic Church is some 
two miles away from the village. The Curate officiates every Sunday (weather 
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permitting) on the two smaller Islands, leaving Kilronan on Saturday evenirg 
or sometimes on Sunday morning, and finishing bis very arduous duties with 
late Mass on the South Island. 

There is one small inn at Kilronan dignified by the very grand title of the 
" Atlantic Hotel.** It is not at all so bad as it looks, and the hostess, Mrs- 
CosTfiLLOE, certainly endeavours to make up for her lack of accommodation by 
her earnest endeavour to please, and to make one as comfortable as possible, 
and to judge by her bill, handed me when leaving, the modern civilisation of 
high charges has not as yet reached the proprietor of the '* Atlantic Hotel." 

The flannel supplied by the Dublin Committees proved at the time a great 
boon, but I heard many complaints, some of which I was enabled to verify, 
as to its inferiority. The flannel I saw on the children certainly presents a 
marked contrast with the splendid stufi* the people themselves make ; and I 
am of opinion that wool purchased for them to make flannel of, would have 
been of more lasting benefit. The corduroy sent down proved of little value, 
as the salt water and air caused it to split up in every direction after a few 
days' use. 

I left Dublin on Friday, the 18th June, and, thanks to the kind services 
of a friend in Galway, was enabled to leave that place about 12 o'clock on the 
next day, Saturday, for Aran. An Islander named Costelloe and his son haj- 
pened to be returning at that hour with some cargo from Galway to Kilronan, 
where they live ; they own a fine substantial hooker, and I went across with 
them, and afterwards returned in the same boat. So pleased was I with father 
and son, both remarkably intelligent men, that to any person fond of a sail in 
a thoroughly safe boat, I commend the trip and the skipper. 

In presenting my report I shall avoid, as far as possible, discussing any 
matter not directly bearing upon the action of the Aran Sub- Committee, and 
I may add I pursued the same course on the Island. 

However, in order that you may be the better enabled to form an opinion 
as to the wisdom of the conclusion at which I have arrived, it is necessary 
that you should be aware that there has existed on the Islands, for many years, 
a very bitter feeling between the present Protestant Rector and the Catholic 
Priests. I refused at the investigation entering into any matters resulting 
from that feeling, or into the causes of it, save in so far as it might be shown 
that the destitute suffered in any manner therefrom ; and whatever be my 
opinion as to the merits or demerits of either side, I refrain from expressing 
it, and sincerely regret that where all should be peace and unity, so much 
strife exists. 

The Catholic clergy on the one hand complain that the Rev. Wm. Kilbridb 
unduly interferes in religious matters with those of the Islanders who work 
for or are brought into contact with him, or those acting in concert with him. 
On the other hand, he and Mr. Thompson complain that the priests have been 
endeavouring to prevent the Catholics on the Island from working for 
Mr. Kilbride, or for a Protestant shopkeeper named Chabd ; and that they 

II 
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have also been endeavouring to crush the latter by preventing the people 
from buying at his shop. This ill-feeling existed long prior to the creation of 
the Aran Sub-Committee, and I only refer to it, that you may the better 
understand the statements made before me at this investigation. 

The following correspondence took place between the Kev. Wm. Kilbride 
and Mr. Thompson and myself, and resulted in the inquiry being fixed to take 
place on the following Monday morning at 10 o'clock : — 

Atlantic Hotel, SaturJajj. 
Dkau Rkv. Sm, 

The Mansion House Committee have thouglit it proper to have an investigation 
on the spot into certain charges made by Mr. Thomas H. Thompson against the 
Aran Committee. Should these charges be well founded, we shall at once take steps 
to provide you with funds to reUeve those of your persuasion who are destitute, and 
have been neglected. Will you. therefore, with Mr. Thompson, be kind enough to 
fix some hour to-morrow, if possible, at which I may be able to call a meeting oiF the 
.Aran Sub-Committee, to which I invite your presence, and when you shall be afforded 
every opportunity and facility for substantiating any complaint you may have. In 
suggesting to-morrow, Sunday, I merely have regard to my personal convenience, 
as 1 do not wish to remain on the island longer than what is absolutely necessary. 

Faithfully your?, 

JOHN ADYE CURRAN, 
Rfciv. W. KiLBUiDK. Member of Mansion Houie Committee, 

Atlantic Hotel, Sat urdaf/, June 19M. 
Dear Sir, 

The Mansion House Committee have thought it proper to have an investigation 
on the spot into certain charges made by you against the Aran Sub-Committee ; 
I have written to Rev. W. Kilbride on the subject. Will you, therefore, with him, 
kindly fix some hour to-morrow, if possible (but in this suit your owu and his 
convenience), at which I maybe able to call a meeting of the Aran Sub- Commit tee, 
to which I invite your presence, and when you shall be afforded every opportunity 
and facility for substantiating any complaint you may have. In suggesting to- 
morrow, Sunday, I merely have regard to my personal convenience, as I do not wish 
to remain on the Island longer thau what is absolutely necessary. 

Faithfully yours, 
Thomas H. Thompson, Esq. JOHN ADYE CURRAX. 

Kilronan, Aran Island, June 19M. 
Dkau Sir, 

Your letter took me altogether by surprise after such a long delay ; Sunday 
duties will absolutely prevent me fix>m attending such an investigation as you 
propose, but, even if no such duties intervened, I should be very unwilling to engage 
in such a thoroughly secular business on such a day. I never made any charge in 
either public or private about any neglect having been shown to any Protestants in 
this place. At the Mansion House I stated that 1 had only two requiring relief, and 
that I could supply myself their wants. 

The charges 1 made were of a general kind against the Committee, to show that 
it was utterly unfit, from its composition, mode of management, and general conduct, 
to carry on such a work. I mentioned exclusive dealing carried on against a shop 
through uud by this Committee. Now, in my opinion, unless you have full power 
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both .to summon and swear all the witfjesses who may be called or reciuired, such an 
inquiry cannot by any possibility be heUt, as would satisfy either party or elicit the 
facts of the case, so as to bring out the truth, if you have this power, then I wouhl 
be glad to assist in this investigation, although it will be attended with sonic loss to 
myself, as I had intended going to Galway on Monday about some law business. Jf 
you would kindiy let me know whether you have power to summon witnesses, and 
also intend holding a thorough investigation on the whole subject^ embracimj all 
details, then 1 will let y<m know whether I will postp<»j:c my Galway busines.^. If 
possible 1 will do so. but would feel very much obligerl if you will kindly let me 
know by bearer whether you can act in the manner aforesaid. 

I am, dear Sir, ^ oura faithfully, 

J. Adve Cl'Rrax, Esq., WILLIAM KILBRILiK. 

Atlantic Hotel ^ Aran. 

I9//i June^ 1880. 
Deau Sir, 

In reply to your note just received, I beg to say that 1 do not think Sunday 
would l>e a suitable day for the investigation into the charges nmde against the Aran 
Reli(!f Committee, 

I think the investigation will occupy more time than you may think. Permit 
me to ask whether you have power to examine on oath, for otherwise any investiga- 
tion might prove abortive. It appears to me that some notice should have Ix'cn 
given that the Dublin Committee intended to bold this inquiry, for it so ha[>piMis 
that I had maile arrangements to leave the Island on Monday. If, however, you 
have authority to hold the investigation in the way above stated, I shall of course 
remain. 

Yours trulv, 

THOMAS II. TIIOMl\SOX. 

Ail ANTIC Hotel, June 20fh. 
Dear Rev. Sir, 

1 have not the power either to summon or swear witnesses. I came down to 
investigate all complaints against the Sub-Committee in reference to the nuKle and 
objects of its relief. I suggested Sunday as a matter of personal convenience, but at 
the same time can quite respect your objection to that <lay. If you choose to attend, 
select your own day, but I shouM be obliged for an answer by bcai*cr. 

Yours faithfullv, 
Rev. AV. Kiibkidk. JOHN ADYE CURRAN. 

Atlantic H(»TEr., June 2(>f//. 
Deau Srn, 

I only suggested Sunday, as very much of my time is not my own ; but if 
you wish to be present and go on with your charge, select your own <lay ; at the 
Siune time I may say that 1 have power neither to summon nor swear witnesses. I 
made enquiries at 1, Clare-street, bcf<u'e finally determining to come down, and found 
you were here, and not expected there for some time. Kindly state your final intention 
per bearer, and also let me know to what place shall 1 scud you an answer to your 
letter of the 15th instant, which 1 received the day before I left Dublin. 

Faithfully yours, 
.Tiios. H. Tiioi:P:iON, Tsq. JOHN ADYE CURRAN. 



92 SPECIAL REPORT. 

KiLRONAK, Sunday, 
Dear Sib, 

I am rather pressed for time at present, or I would answer your note more 
fully ; however, towards the middle of the day I will write to you more at large on 
the subject you inquire about. 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

J. Adtk Curran, Esq., WM. KILBRIDE. 

Atlantic Hotel, 

KiLRONAK, 20th June, 1880. 
Dear Sir, 

I will let you know in the course of the day what I shall do. 

Yours truly, 

THOS. H. THOAIPSON. 
It will be better to address me in Dublin in answer to mine of 15th. 

KiLRONAN, Sunday, 
Dear Sir, 

Since the Freeman's Journal of the 9th of June reached the Island, the 
intimidation has been so great that I feel certain that most, if not all those whom I 
might count upon as witnesses, would be afraid to come forward now in any such 
way. In proof of this, I need only refer you to the sergeant of police here, and he 
can inform you of the public meetings and speeches made at them diu'ing the week 
before last. He can also inform you of the formidable procession on last Sunday, 
both before and after Mass, and also that it was enough to strike terror into most 

The magistrate, too, I am sure, would give such information as would tend to 
show that the people would be afraid to come forward. 

Under these altered circumstances, I am greatly afraid that I could get no volun- 
tary witnesses to testify to past acts of the Sub-Committee. Under the compulsion of 
a summons they would come forward. This would serve them as an excuse for acting 
in opposition to those around them. Please see the police sergeant, as I have no 
doubt that he will corroborate these statements. Taking all these things into account, I 
have no doubt but that an investigation carried on without a power of summoning 
witnessess, and examing them on oath, would be barren of results, unfair to myself, 
and worthless. However, I shall be willing to attend at the time and at the place 
you may appoint for the intended inquiry. 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

J. Adyr Currax, Esq., WILLIAM KILBRIDE. 

Atlantic HoteU 

20th June, 1880. 
Dear Sir, 

I have read the Rev. Mr. Kilbride's note to you, and I agree with him as to 
the unlikelihood of getting voluntary witnesses in the matter upon which you have 
come down, and for the reasons which he gives. I shall postpone leaving the Island, 
however, as I intended to-morrow, and will attend any investigation you may hold 
at any hour you name. 

Yours very truly, 
John Adte Curran, Esq. THOMAS H. THOMPSON. 
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Atlantic Hotel, June 20th, 
Bev. Dear Sir, 

I must decline holding an investigation into charges made by you and 
Mr. Thompson, at which the parties making the charge say they will only attend as 
spectators, and which you yourself say would be " barren of results, imfair to you, 
and worthless." 

Neither do T think it part of my duties to go about making the inquiries 
suggested by you from the police sergeant and others. I cannot but come to the 
conclusion that neither of you wish for the investigation. 

1 return to Galway this evening if possible. 

Faithfully yours, 
Rev. W. Kilbride. J. A. CURRAN. 

Atlantic Hotel, 20/^ June^ 1880. 
Dear Sir, 

I came down here to investigate charges made by you and Rev. W. Kilbride 
against the Aran Sub-Committee. When you say that you agree with 
Rev. W. Kilbride*s letter, I can only say that I must decline making any inquiry 
into charges when the parties making the charge say they cannot produce evidence 
for reasons, the validity of which 1 certainly must take the liberty of questioning. 

Faithfully yours, 

Thos. H. Thompson, Esq. JOHN AD YE CURRAN. 

P.S.^You cannot blame me if 1 believe that you have shirked an investigation 
into the charges made by you against the Sub- Committee. 

KiLRONAN, Sunday. 
Dear Sir, 

Your note just received, I must protest most loudly against your interpretation 
of my last note in answer to yours. 1 never said that 1 would be a mere spectator ; 
all I wanted to show was that there would be almost insuperable difficulties in the 
the way of procuring evidence on account of recent proceedings here. In referring 
you to the sergeant, 1 merely did so for fear that you might have doubted my word. 
1 consider, too, that your being unable to examine witnesses on oath is also a great 
impediment in the way of arriving at any satisfactory conclusion. I shall (D.V.) 
be ready to attend your meeting, as 1 told you plainly in my last letter, at whatever 
time or place you may appoint, although it may be even at the greatest disadvantage 
to me. 

I am, dear Sir, yours truly, 

J. Adye Curran, Esq. WM. KILBRIDE. 

Atlantic Hotel, 

KiLRosAN, June 20M, 1880. 
Dear Sin, 

You came down here as you say to investigate charges made by me against 
the Aran Sub-Committee. Allow me, however, to say that your ap{)earance was 
raiher sudden, without notice, and without the qualifications necessary to make an 
inquiry useful. Now I beg to say that I am in no way shirking an investigation, 
and, as 1 told you, am ready to attend at any time to morrow, not as a mere spectator, 
but to give all the help circumstances pennit. 

Yours truly, 

THOMAS H. THOMPSON. 
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I bad uo intention of holding an inquiry at which the parties making the 
charge, the subject -matter of investigation, would attend only as it were under 
protest and as spectators, but the last two letters changed in my opinion the 
aspect, and I immediately wrote a short note to the two gentlemen, stating 
that I should hold the inquiry, subject to their convenience, at 10 o'clock 
noxt morning (Monday). 

Having regard to the fact that the magistrate, Mr. James OTlaherty, 
was referred to by Mr. Kilbride, I wrote to that gentleman enclosing him 
copy extract from Mr. Kilbride's letter, and inviting his presence at the 
inquiry; and I may pass from this matter in saying, that Mr. O'Flaherty, 
who is a Protestant magistrate resident on the Island, very kindly came down 
next morning, was present at the greater part of the investigation, and in answer 
to me stated publicly that he was not aware of any intimidation existing on the 
Island, but that he had heard rumours to which he attached no weight, and 
in which he did not believe. 

On Monday moruing all the parties assembled in a large room recently 
built in the Inn. Mr. Thompson and Rev. W. Kilbride were present, as was 
also Mr. Chard. The Members of the Sub- Committee also attended : 
Rev. John Concannon, P.P. ; Dr. Bodkin, and Rev. D. W. Fahey, C.C, 
Their Secretary, Mr. E. N. Fitzgerald, a teacher in the National School, 
had left the Island sometime before. Mr. OTlaherty, J.P., was, as I have 
stated, also present. 

Before the proceedings commenced, Mr. Thompson stated, that both he 
and Mr. Kilbride laboured under considerable difficulties in consequence of 
my not having the power to summon or swear witnesses. I endeavoured to 
explain to him that in asking for the inquiry he had said nothing about 
requiring a sworn one, and that a gentleman of his experience should have 
known that at any investigation held by a body composed as the Mansion House 
Committee is, there was no power either to summon or swear witnesses, and 
I told him that as I was there at his own request to investigate charges made 
by him, I consider the objections as coming from him rather late. 

I then proceeded to deal with the several charges in their order. 

I first took up the charge made in writing by Mr. Kilbride, in the follow- 
ing language : — 

** J he charges I made were of a general kind against the Committee, to 
show that it was utterly unfit, from its composition, mode of management and 
general conduct, to carry on such a work. I mentioned exclusive dealings 
carried on against a shop through and by this Committee." 

The charge of Mr. Thompson on the same subject was contained in his 
letter of the 4th May to this Committee, in which he stated that "he, 
Mr. Thompson, had been stad'umsly kept off the Committee.^' 

Mr. Thompson stat3d, that according to our rales clergymen of all 
denominations should be on the ReUef Committees, and that in consequence 
the Rev. W. Kilbrids was so entitled. I explained to him that such had been 
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oar fixed rule, but that at a Meeting of the Mansion Ilonse Committee, held 
on the 5th February, the Most Rev. Dr. Trench, Archbishop of Dublin, being 
in the chair, a resolution was passed allowing, in some places, the formation 
of what I might call exclusiye Committees, and that the Aran was one of the 
few Committees we found it necessary to allow to be formed without the presence 
on it of the Protestant Rector. 

I fuHher told him that we should have allowed Mr. Kilbride at any time 
to have formed a Committee to relieve those of his own persuasion in distress, 
but for the fact that he had informed your Committee there were but two 
Pifotestants on the Island needing relief, and those he was able to provide for 
himself. 

In answer to me Mr. Kilbride stated, he had now only one of his per- 
suasion requiring help, and that he had no complaint against the Committee on 
thiit subject, as that party had received plentiful relief. 

Neither gentleman appeared to be aware of the resolution of the 5th 
February, at the time they made the charge, nor until I informed them of its 
having been passed. And having re Q:ard to what I have stated, and to the fact 
that the formation of the Aran Committee, without the presence on it of the 
Rev. W. Kilbride's name as a Member, was permitted under that resolution 
by you, I could not come to the conclusion that the absence of the Reverend 
Gentleman's name from the Committee rendered it utterly or at all unfit, from 
its composition, to carry on the work of relief. 

The next matter I had to consider was, the alleged exclusion of Mr. 
Thompson from the Committee. To use his own words, in his letter, ** he 
had been studiously kept off." I have come to the conclusion that this charge 
has no foundation, and that upon admitted facts and letters. Early in 
February, the Committee WTote the following letter to Mr. Thompson: — 

Aran Islands, Galway Bat. 
To Thomas II. Thompson, Esq., 

Sir — We be«r leave to infonn von that a Relief Committee has been formed in 
Aran. We are in receipt of a very conHiderable sum of money from the Mansion 
House Fund. In compliance with the Uules of this Fund, we l>eg to request your 
kind co-operation on our Committee in dispensinf]^ the relief for the destitute. 

We beg to remain, Sir, yom* obedient servants, 

JOHN A. CONCANNON, for the Committee. 

To that letter Mr. Thompson on the 18th Febniary^ replied as follows :— 

1, Clauk-stkkkt, 18M Februarji^ 1880. 
Gkntlkmkn, 

J am in receipt of your invitation to co-operate in the relief supplied by the 
Mansion House Committee. Not being at prestent on the Island, 1 am unable to 
comply with the request. 

Yours obediently, 

THOMAS H. THOMPSON. 

On his next visit to the Island, Mr. Thompson saw the Parish Priest, 
the Bev. John A. Concannon ; he was asked again to join, but refused, unless 
he was first shown the lists and accounts kept by the Committee. 
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The Parish Priest told him that every matter would he open to his 
inspection as a Member of the Committee, but refused to allow him to see any 
of their books, unless he first signified his intention of becoming a Member. 
This Mr. Thompson refused to do. The matter ended there, and I fail to see 
in what manner he has been studiously, or at all, kept oflF the Committee. It is 
not every member of the public who has a right to see jovlt books ; to give such 
a right, I think it necessary the party should have subscribed to your funds, or 
be a member of one of your Committees, and, as a matter of fact, Mr. Thompson 
has not as yet sent any subscription to your funds. 

Again Mr. O'Flaheuty, the Magistrate, was asked by Dr. Bodkin, one of 
the Committee, to join them, and he refused, giving as his reason that he 
could not give the time, and was not in a position to know as much about the 
wants of the poor as the Parish Priest and the Doctor. 

The Rev. W. Kilbride then made a charge against the Committee, that 
they had a paid Secretary. Though denpng Mr. Kilbride's right to interfere 
in this matter, one dealing with the internal management of our Committee, 
still I explained to him that having a paid officer was, to a considerable extent, 
a matter of discretion with our Sub-Committees. In some cases it would be 
almost impossible to have accurate accounts kept, unless a person whom the 
Committee could command and expect to do the duty were employed, as we 
required weekly accounts, as a rule, to be sent in, and that we had permitted 
payment of a Secretary in many cases. Mr. Kilbride also complained that 
numbers of the people frequently were left unrelieved ; but he gave no evidence 
to satisfy me on that point. 

He stated that on several occasions, women in the street complained to 
him on the subject, both in the night and during the day ; but early in the 
investigation I was able to satisfy my own mind that Mr. Kilbride allowed 
himself to be made the dupe of some few of the people on the Islands, who, 
having received relief from the Committee, or when refused such on proper 
grounds, found that they had only to go to the Reverend Gentleman, and 
make some complaint against the Sub-Committee, to ensure their being 
listened to by willing ears, and, in some instances, their receiving that relief 
a second time ; and I also endeavoured to explain to him that you, or any 
Committee acting under you, could not possibly be expected thoroughly to 
relieve the destitute, and that all that could be expected from you, or that 
you could expect from your Sub-Committees, would be to give fairly according 
to your or their means, and 1 saw no reason to come to the conclusion that 
the Sub-Committee at Aran had not properly and fairly distributed their funds. 

Mr. Kilbride then complained that the Committee had not given any of 
their menl orders to a shopkeeper on the Island named Chard. I refused 
to investigate that matter, or to interfere with the discretion of the Sub-Com- 
mittee, as to the parties from whom they bought the meal and other provisions, 
and I told him, which was the fact, that you had so refused in every one of 
the very many cases where such complaints had been made to you, on the part 
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of, or by dissatiflfied shopkeepers in the districts of the various Sab-Com- 
mittees ; bat that if he showed me that the poor bad in any manner suffered 
by such a course of action, I should, of course, at once interfere. But 
Mr. Kilbride was unable to, or at all eyeuts did not, give me any evidence on 
this point, nor did he even suggest, except by his inference, that the poor 
had in way suffered by the subject matter of the complaint, or that they were 
at all ever refused relief, because of their frequenting Mr. Chard's shop. 

I was satisfied upon the evidence, that in some instances certain parties had 
been requested not to frequent Mr. Chard*s shop. The Catholic Clergy may have 
had their own reasons for such a course : into the validity of those reasons I 
declined to enter as outside the scope of my inquiry, save in so far as it could 
be shown to me that destitute people had been refused relief by the Committee 
on that account; not only was no such evidence given, but I was affirmatively 
satisfied by the evidence supplied by the Committee that, whatever the wishes 
of the Clergy were on the subject, in no case was any destitute person refused 
relief because of his or her frequenting the shop. 

The next charge was one made by Mr. Thompson in a letter dated 2nd 
June, and addressed to me. 

*' I was informed by letter that last Saturday week ten heads of families 
were put on one list. This was called the * Soupers' List.' All these were 
refused relief. The reason assigned was that some worked for Mr. Kilbuide, 
others for Mr. Chard, and others again went to his shop. 

Now, at the very onset, Mr. Thompson told me that he went too far 
in stating that " any reason was assigned," that that was only the inference 
of Mr. Kilbride from whom he had derived the information. I lold him that 
the reason assigned seemed to me to be the ** gravamen '* of the charge, but 
that I should receive any evidence as to the first portion of it he had to pro- 
duce ; Mr. Kilbride then produced a number of written statements and one 
declaration, which, he said, had been made by parties who were now too much 
intimidated to come forward. 

I refused at the time to receive them, and informed Mr. Kilbride that, 
apart altogether from my view of such evidence as a lawyer, it would be most 
unfair to the Aran Sub-Committee if, at an investigation on the spot called for 
by him and Mr. Thompson, I accepted from him written statements which you 
might have had before you in Dublin, without the necessity of a local inquiry, 
and the veracity of which the Sub-Committee had no opportunity of testing. 

I was further convinced of the propriety of insisting upon strict proof 
being given as to what was contained in these written statements, by the fact 
that, as shown to me by Mr. Kilbride, they all appeared appended to an 
intended letter to a leading DuWin journal, in which all the charges made 
against the Sub-Committee were reiteraited. 

While discussing the matter, Mr. Kilbride on the one hand asserting, 
and the Committee on the other denying, the existence of any intimidation. 
Dr. Bodkin requested Mr. Kilbride to give him the names of those parties 
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he said were so intimidated, and whose attendance he was unable to procure. 
This was done, and, in less than five minutes, the Doctor having picked them 
out of a large crowd waiting outside the hotel, paraded all the parties named 
before us in the room, apparently, to my mind, much to the lieverend Gentle- 
man's surprise, if not disgust. 

Mary Flaherty was then called, and in answer to the Rev. William 
Kilbride, she stated that she was the wife of a man named PiiTiucK Flaherty, 
a blaster by trade; her husband was in the habit of working for Mr. Kilbride, 
and sometimes for Mr. Chard. She attended to get relief on the 22nd May, 
heard hrr husband's name called out by Rev. Mr. Fahey ; that gentleman did 
not say he would not give her husband any relief, nor did he say anything 
about a '* Soupers' List "; she got relief every time it was going, always got 
her rights. 

Mr. Kilbride then proceeded to cross-examine this woman out of a 
written document, to which he said she had put her mark in the presence of 
Mr. Thompson and himself, and in which he alleged she made a statement at 
variance with that now made. She got very much excited, but stoutly 
maintained she was telling me the truth ; it further appeared that she was in 
constant employment at the Police Harracks, earning, according to the number 
of constables, a sum not exceeding twenty-two shillings per month, with her 
board and certain perquisites ; her mother and mother-in-law were on the 
relief list, and her family have received, from time to time, relief to the value 
of £4 158. 7(1. 

Mr. Thompson and the Rev. William Kilbride said it was quite evident 
the woman had been intimidated from telling me the truth, as she had told it 
to them when putting her mark to the statement. 

I could not. help believing that there had been a species of intimidation 
practised in this case, but not by the parties suggested. 

One can well imngine a scene enacted during a period of deep distress, 
in a room in the house of the Rev. William Kilbride, in which this nervous, 
excitable, poor, ignorant, uneducated woman, in the presence of her husband's 
employer, standing face to face with the agent to whom her husband had to 
pay his rent, might easily be induced, if not coerced, by that husband, himself 
unscrupulous, to make or sign with her mark a statement which, he con- 
sidered, might be palatable to those two gentlemen, and which they no doubt 
believed at the time to be time. 

The observations I shall presently make upon Patrick Flaherty's own 
evidence will throw more light upon this matter. 

Mrs. James Gill was the next witness examined by Mr. Kilbride ; she 
denied she had ever been refused relief; she was never put on the ** Soupers* 
List ;" on one occasion Father Fahey read a list of names down, her's was 
on it. He said he should ask Father John (the Parish Priest) before giving 
them anything ; she afterwards * got relief in the evening. She worked for 
Rev. William Kilbride. 
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It further appeared that this woman's husb&nd was in almost constant 
employment^ under Rev. William Kilbride, on board the yacht which carries 
the post to and from Gal way. 

Celia Gill, a daughter of Mrs. James Gh^l, was next examined ; she 
remembered on one occasion that her mother got meal, afterwards on the same 
day 8he,«CELiA, met Father Fahey, who said that he had seen her leaving 
Chard's shop five times that day. Her mother got the meal about 12 o'clock^ 
and this observation was made some time later in the day. 

The Eev. Willl\m Eilbride did not pretend these two witnesses were 
not telling the truth, and, from Iheir evidence, I was asked to driiw two 
conclusions : — first, that relief had been improperly withheld until after the 
Kev. John GoNCANNONhad been consulted, and, secondly, that the conversation 
with the daughter was an intimation that no more relief would be granted 
until the family ceased visiting Mr. Chard's shop. 

Upon investigation I find that this family, received from your Aran Sub- 
Committee relief to the amount of A*6 18« 4rf., and, I think that if Father 
CoNCANKON acted at all wrongly, he did fo in advising that any relief should 
have been given on tbe occasion to this family, having rejjard to the fact that 
tv o members of it were working. I have already stated that the Catholic 
Clergy were anxious their flock should not visit Mr. Guard's shop ; I told 
them I did not approve of this, but, at the same time, I had no right to interfere 
with their action, which, upon investigation, I might have found justified ; 
but I came to the conclusion, that no anxiety on the part of the Priests to keep 
the people out of the shop interfered with the giving of relief by the Committee 
to the Gills, or to any other family on the Islands ; and, as the best evidence 
of this, I may refer to the fact, that shortly before the conversation of 
Father Fahey with Celia Gill, he had without remonstrance given relief to 
the mother for the family, though not only was her daughter visiting 
Mr. Chard*s shop, but she herself, and her husband, were working for 
Rev. William Kilbride at the time. 

The next witness examined by Rev. William Kilbride was a Mrs. Mogan, 
wife of Michael Mogan, who also worked for Mr. Kilbride. 

She denied ever having heard a list of Soupers called out; she was given 
plenty of relief whenever she required it, and had no complaint to make against 
the Committee. I ascertained from the books of the Committee that her 
family had received relief to the value of £6 Ss. 

The Rev. William Kilbride informed me that this woman had also put 
her mark to a statement at variance with what she now said. The observa- 
tions I have already made upon the evidence and statement of Mrs. Flaherty 
apply equally in this case. 

Mrs. O'DoNNELL, wife of Patrick O'Doxnell, was then examined by 
Mr. Kilbride. 

She stated that for two months she had received no relief except is. 6d. 
and 3«. Qd. worth the last two occasions. 
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She, on one occasion, with three or four others, was called a Souper hy 
Father Fahey ; she was refused relief, that is, she did not come in for it for 
two months, because she was not sent for. 

In answer to Rev. D. W. Fahey, she said her husband and son were work- 
ing all this time, and at the time of the refusal they were getting lis. per w^eek 
between them. There were three or four names called out. Father Fahey 
said nothing but called her a Souper. An order for 2s. was sent lately, but 
she sent it back ; she could not give any reason for so doing. Father Fahey 
said to her, not to let anything he said make her go to Chard's, or stop out 
of it, but to earn an honast shilling wherever she could. 

Mr. Chard then stated young O'Donnell was working on and off with 
him about three days every week. He understood from Mrs. 0*Donnell that 
her husband was working for Mr. Kilbride ; he did not want the people to 
come to his shop. 

From the books of the Committee I ascertained that the O'Donxells 
had received relief to the value of £6 9«. 5d. 

Patrick Flaherty, husband of the first witness, was then examined by 
the Rev. William Kilbride, and said : I was present at the distribution of 
relief on 13th May last, heard Father Fahey say to B. Flaherty, ** go down 
to Mr. Chard, he knows what side to put the spoon before you." 

I got no relief that day, no reason was given for the refusal. Heard 
Father Fahey say, " come on now, let us read out the Soupers' List ;'' he read 
out 10 names including mine. I got no relief. 

I was working for a fortnight at the time, but not for Mr. Kilbride or 
Mr. Chard. My wife earns 22s. at the outside every month, in addition to 
her food and perquisites, at the Police Barrack ; she is always there. She got 
relief lately from Dr. Bodkin to the extent of 5«. My wife's mother also gets 
relief. My mother was plentifully supplied ; Father Fahey gave me 20s. for 
potatoes, and Mr. Kilbride gave me also a similar amount. 

Just as the witness had given the last answer, there was a com- 
motion at the door of the room in which we were sitting. Those on the out- 
side of the crowd were suddenly thrust aside, and Mrs. Flaherty, the wife, 
sprang in, caught hold of her husband in a manner less polite than determined, 
and calling out that she would allow him to tell no more lies, disappeared 
with him in her grasp, from the room and down the narrow stairs. The entire 
incident occupied less time thftn it has taken me to narrate the circumstance. 

After the disturbance, caused by Mrs. Flaherty's sudden appearance and 
rapid exit with her husband in custody, had subsided, Mr. Kilbride informed 
me, that after such an exhibition of intimidation, he could not possibly proceed 
further with that branch of the inquiry. 

I saw no evidence of intimidation in the act of Mrs. Flaherty, but I did 
see evident signs of deep anger on her part against her husband for telling, 
what she believed to be, a false stoiy, and against those who, she thought, 
were backing up her husband in his nets, and I reminded the Reverend 
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Omtleman thaS as a matter of fact, be had examined the witnesses whose 
names he had given Doctor Bodkin, and that none of them had suggested they 
had been ever refused relief because they worked for him or Mr. Chard, or 
Tisited the shop of the latter ; but as he, Mr. Kilbride, complained that 
several of the witnesses produced by him had given evidence, which, he 
alleged, Fas at variance with their written statements to him and Mr. 
Thompson, I told him that if he produced a written statement made to him 
by any person, showing as a fact that relief had been refused in consequence 
of the party having gone into Mr. Chard's shop, or worked for him, Mr. 
Kilbride, or Mr. Chard, I should take that statement and report it to you. 
Mr. Kilbride replied that he had no statement actually containing such an 
averment, which was only an inference of his own, and that he had withdrawn 
that part of the charge ; he also stated that one woman, then sick in bed and 
too ill to attend, had made such a complaint to him ; but I did not consider I 
could act on such testimony. 

I also informed the Reverend Gentleman that, if he sent me copies of the 
statements of the various witnesses examined, I should Ipy them before you. 
This he has not done. 

I then asked for a list of the ten names he alleged were put on the 
" Soupers* List." Mr. Kilbride gave me the following names, and I annex 
the amount of relief given to those parties by your Committee at Aran : — 
Patrick O'Dounell, A*6 9«. 5d, ; Anthony O'Donnell, £5 18«. 6^/. ; James Car, 
£3 6«. ; Patrick Dignam, £4 8«. ; Patrick Folan, £3 Idf*. 5(/. ; James Gill, 
£6 18s. 4d. ; Widow Kearns, £3 17«. 6(/. ; Michael Mogan, £0 ^s. ; Patrick 
Flaherty, £5 3«. ; James Coleman, £0 2«. 6(/. ; Widow Harvey, £2 0«. (jcL ; 
Patrick Flaherty, £4 15«. Id. ; Mrs. DilJane, £3 17.v. 6d. ; Sullivan and Fallon, 
£2 58. Ad. 

The Widow Harvey is the only Protestant on that list. Mr. Kilbride 
said he was able to supply her wants himself, notwithstanding which the 
Committee seems to have given her moderate relief, the amount of which 
however satisfied the Reverend Gentleman, as he himself informed me. The 
other names are those of Catholics, therefore the word '* Souper," in its ordi- 
nary acceptation, did not apply to them. 

The Rev. D. W. Fahey, C.C, then stated the case for the Committee ; 
he denied the charges made against them, and contrasting the evidence of 
Flaherty with that of his wife, asked me not to rely on it as trustworthy, 
and related a circumstance that had occurred lately : — Flaherty received one 
pound's worth of seed potatoes from the Rev. William Kilbride, and a like 
amount from himself. One evening, shortly afterwards, he met Flaherty 
near his garden, the latter, pointing up towards his land, told him. Father 
Fahey, that there was a portion of it ready to receive potatoes, but yet un- 
planted, as he had not sufficient seed; doubting his veracity, he. Father 
Fahey, went to his land, and digging with his hand, found, not only the place 
indicated, but the entire of his holding, fully planted. 
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The Rev. William Kilbride objected to this statement being made in the 
absence of Flaherty, who, he understood, was prepared positively to contra- 
dict it. 

Father Fahey replied that he had intended asking him the question, but 
was deprived of the opportunity of cross-examining him by his sudden disap- 
pearance with his wife, but that it appeared strange that the Rev. William 
Kilbride seemed to know all about the intemew, so as to be able to assert 
Flaherty would contradict his, Father Fahey's, J^tatement before it had been 
meutioned by him. 

In reply to me, the Rev. D. W. Fahey said that the Committee, accord- 
ing to their means, had given relief fairly to all those in distress on the 
Islands, and had never refused relief to any person for any of the reasons 
suggested by the Rev. William Kilbride, that a list of parties in employment 
was made out in whose cases relief was either discontinued or lessened so 
» long as the employment lasted. 

It certainly seemed strange to me that when Father Fahey was under 
•examination the Rev. William Kilbride abstained from asking him any 
question as to the truth or falsehood of the charges made against the 
Committee. 

The Rev. D. W. Fahey could not be said to be an intimidated or 
untruthful witness. Charges were brought against him and the other Members 
•of the Committee, by the Rev. William Kilbride, through his mouth -piece 
Mr. Thompson. Those charges failed in proof, for reason?, the validity of 
which I shall for a moment admit, yet w^hen brought forward face to face with 
the Rev. D. W. Fahey under examination, neither has the courage to ask him 
whether those charges were well founded, though each must have been aware 
that the admission by Father Fahey of the truth of even a portion of them 
would have been strong corroboration of their case. 

Finding neither Mr. Kilbride nor Mr. Thompson put the questions, I 
put them myself with the above result. 

The next charge was contained in the words : — ** From what funds were 
the people from the South Island, in February last, and also at the Great 
Land League Meeting, held in the School-house, Kilronan, fed and recreated 
with bread and portei ?" 

Mr. Thompson withdrew this charge, on being informed by the Rev. J. 
A. CoKCANNON that no part of the sum so spent, amounting to something 
under £2, had been taken out of the Mansion House Fund. 

The next charge was contained in the words : — ** From whence came 

the £30 given, as reported, to the tenants of Kilronan, nominally to buy 

-seed after all their ground was planted : this money, rumour states, was given 

•on the 9th April to buy seed potatoes, although the majority of those planting 

■ it had their land planted at the time ; rumour further reports that most of this 

nioney was returned to be kept as a defence fund for legal expenses ?'* 

The Rev. J. Concannon stated that the sum referred to formed a part of 
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It wcCm of £40 given to him by the Archbishop of Tvay^ and that any of it 
that remained over he divided among some of those poorest on the Island. 
Mr. Thompson said he was satisfied with this explanation, and withdrew the 
charge so far as it affected your Committee. 

This closed the evidence on both sides, and, having given the matter most 
4;aieful consideration, I am of opinion that the Rev. William Kilbride has 
failed in the charge he made against the constitution of the Aran Sub-Com- 
mittee, and I agree with Mr. OTlaherty, when that gentleman says, that it 
is composed of those who, above all others, are best suited to know the wants 
of the poor. 

Mr. Thompson's own letter of the 18th Februarv is the best answer to his 
charge of having been studioubly kept off tlie Committee. 

There was no evidence adduced before me, which would warrant me in 
suspecting, much less coming to the conclueion, that the relief had been 
unfairly or improperly distributed. 

The only remaining charge pressed against the Committee is deprived cf 
much, if not of all, of its sting, in consequence of the latter portion of it — 
that in which it is alleged the Committee assigned the reasons mentioned for 
the refusal of relief — having been withdrawn by Mr. Thompson and the Rev. W. 
Kilbride : the latter geutleman stating that he could not press that part of 
the charge further than as his own inference from the facts stated. 

I believe that a list of names was made out from week to week by the 
Committee, not of ** Soupers,'* for, with one exception already alluded to, 
they were all Catholics, but of men and women, who were at the time, or had 
been during ihe week, earning money : these parties were refused, and properly 
refused relief. The llev. W. Kilbride and Mr. Chard were two of the 
principal, if not the principal, employers on the Island, and it followed as a 
necessary result that many persons must have been refused relief from time to 
time in consequence of tbeir working for either of those gentlemen. 

The term ** Souper,** in its ordinary and well-known signification, has no 
representant on the Aran Isles ; there ai-e on them, I believe, but some two 
or three who have changed their religion ; but recollecting the ill-feeling 
between thfe clergy of both denominations, to which I have alluded, which was 
well-known to the people, and the evident anxiety of the Caiholic Clergy to 
prevent as much as possible members of their flock being brought into contact 
with either the Rev. W. Kilbride or Mr. Chard, I have no doubt but that the 
list made out from tirao to time of those who were working for those two 
gentlemen, became to be known commonly among the Islanders as the 
'* Soupers' List.*' 

In such a sense ouly had the expression any meaning. I was thoroughly 
satisfied that none of the parties complaining had ever been refused relief 
when working for either the llev. W. Kilbride or Mr. Chard, because of their 
employers, but were properly refused on account of their being in employ men!, 
and earning money. 
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I was also satisfied that some few parties on the Isl:uds considered 
the relief as a matter of right, to which they were entitled, whether working 
or idle* Take for instance the case of Mrs. O'Donnell, whose complaint 
against, aud ill-feeling towards, the Committee, arose simply in consequence ot 
their properly refusing to give her relief, at a time when both her husband and 
son were earning substantial weekly wages ; again, another class was repre- 
sented by Pat Flaherty, who having received as much as he could from the 
Committee, found that a complaint well put together ensured his finding a 
willing sympathizer in the Bev. W. Kilbride. 

I did not believe the greater part of Flaherty's statement, and it is a 
strange fact that the only two on the Island, Flaherty and Mrs. O'Donnell, 
who before me accused the Rev. D. W. Fahey of having used the word 
** Souper,'* were parties, members of whose families were in constant employ- 
ment, and who never should have got a shilling's worth from our Relief Fund. 
It is also a coincidence that all those who were examined before me, or who 
had made statements to Mr. Kilbride or Mr. Thompson, were themselves, or 
some members of their families were, in the employment of the former 
gentleman. 

Some of these parties imposed upon the R«v. W. Kilbride, relying upon 
the ill-feeling to which I have alluded. The following is a case typical of 
many : — The Committee properly refuse a man relief because he is working ; 
he happens at the time to be working for the Reverend Gentleman, or 
Mr. Chard. The party refused at once goes with his tale to the 
Rev. W. Kilbride, giving as a reason for the refusal, not that he was 
working, but that he was working for him or Mr. Chard. The statement is 
reduced to writing, disappointment and anger both tend to exaggeration, and 
Mr. Kilbride should not be surprised, if in his calmer moments the man 
reverts to the truth, which is harmless, and refuses to adhere to the exaggera- 
tion, in which lies the point of the charge. 

In every case in which any person was refused relief, it was either proved 

or admitted that he or she, or some member of the family, was working. 

The Committee positively assured me, and I believe them, that no person had 

over been refused relief for the reasons suggested by Mr. Kilbride, or 

Mr. Thompson, that they, of course, struck parties oflf while working, only to 

put them on the list again when thrown out of employment ; I had no 

evidence before me, nor did I see any reaton for believing or suspecting, that 

any persons had been at any time refused relief because of their frequenting 

Mr. Chard's shop. Into the discission of any other matters, as I have said, 

I refused to enter, and upon the whole and for the above reasons I think the 

Aran Committee have thoroughly cleared themselves of all charges brought 

against them by either the Rev. William Kilbride or Mr. Thomas H. 

Thompson, all which I submit as my report. 

JOHN ADYE CURRAN. 

20, Gardinf.r's Place, 
UlHh June, Ib80. 
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FIRST REPORT, 

On the Results of his Recent Inspection of Certain Districts in Mat/o, submitted at 
the usual Meeting oj the Committee held on the 3rd July, 1880. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, having arrived in Mayo on the 25th inst., 
in obedience to a resolution of the Mansion House Committee, I have since 
made such inquiry in and inspection of the northern district as has satisfied 
me that the funds entrusted to the various Sub-Committees« in that part of the 
county, have been well and properly distributed. Everywhere, thi'oughout an 
area extending over some three hundred square miles, I have found the books 
produced for my inspection voluntarily, and kept with remarkable fidelity, 
recollecting the amount of unpaid labour which is involved in their keeping* 
Abuses in the distribution of relief there may have been at an earlier period in 
the year, but such abuses, if they occurred, were inevitable. And, on the 
whole, I have been astonished at witnessing the pains which have been taken 
to prevent them. 

Such singular freedom from misapplication of the funds may be due, in some 
measure, perhaps, to the fact that the books containing lists of the destitute 
poor, and the accounts generally, are virtually under the control, if not always 
in the custody of the local clergy, who, as the destitution deepens in intensity^ 
naturally become more and more alive to the necessity for a strict economy in 
the distribution of relief amongst the most deserving objects of charity only. 

At Ballaghaderreen I found, to my regret, that the Catholic Bishop, who 
is Chairman of our Committee there, was absent, but his Administrator, the 
Rev. Mr. Stenson, gave me most valuable assistance in his place. Typhus 
fever, had broken out, and had extended to some ten or twelve families 

I 
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altogether already. Here, as elsewhere, the people were Btricku 

at the proximity of a diaeaBe, accompanied by delirium in some > 44807 

which might have the effect of depriving them of the consolatioi' 

at the hour of death ; and had it not been for some Sisters of C' 

neighbonrhood, the dead might have been left without burial for nJi 

period. Two of those ladies had undressed, washed, and cofBp 

woman the day of my arrival, carrying her remains into the strbtu-ai\»yi\,»jtU- 

ordinary labour. Theoretically, the Poor Law System is supposed to provide 

for such an emergency, but practically the poor fever patients who cannot ho 

removed to the workhouse are barbarously allowed to die in their wretched 

horels without either norsing or attendance. 

In the some manner the Poor Law system provides in theory that no man 
shall die of starvation, while it will be my painful duty now to report, on 
unimpeachable authority, that many thousands of human beings would have 
died of starvation during the past few months escept for the relief doled out 
by the various charitable committees throughout North Mayo during that 
period ; and what the fate of this destitute population must be, should our 
funds fail before the gathering of the harvest, will be abundantly show n by my 
subsequent observations. Many thousands of persons — men, women and 
children— are wholly supported by the charity of these committees throughout 
the wide area, extending from Ballaghadtrrecn, in one direction, to Curry, on 
the borders of the adjoining County of Sligo, on the other ; and by another 
ronte, as far as Attymas, Ballyhaunis, Foxford and Kiltjmagb, &c. Tlie 
clearest and most convincing evidence has been laid before me that it is to 
this Boarce alone so many persons are indebted for their existence to this 
date, and that if the supply be now suddenly cut off, they must inevitably 
perish during the next six weeks. 

Actdng in the spirit of the resolution of the Mansion Honse Committee, 
composed of gentlemen of various politics and parties, I have been careful not 
to confine my inquiries amongst any particular creed or class ; while, at the 
same time, I have taken the precaution of seeing with my own eyes many of 
the recipients of relief in their miserable hovels, which, so far as I have yet 
observed, are a shocking reproach to the civilization of the nineteenth century. 
I have sometimes wished I were accompanied by the Lord Mayor, or Archbishop 
Trench in my travels, though I do not believe that tongue, or pen, however 
eloquent, could truly depict the awful destitution of some of those hovels. 
The children ore often nearly naked. Beddiug there is none, everything of 
that kind ha-v-ing long since gone to the pawn-ofBce, as proved to me by 
numerous tickets placed in my hands for inspection in well-nigh every hovel. 
A layer of old straw, covered by the dirty sacks which conveyed the seed 
potatoes and artificial manure in the spring, is tbe sole provision of thousands 
— with this exception, that little babies in wooden boxes are occasionally 
indulged with a bit of thin, old flannel stitched on to the sacking. Sometimes 
even charity itself had failed, and the mother of the tender yonng family was 
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btmd absent, begging for the loan of some ludian meal from other recipients 
I of charitable relief — the father being iu almost eveiy instance away in England 
t labouring to make ont some provision for the coming winter. 

Men, women, and children sleep under a roof and within walls dripping 
I with wet, while the floor is saturated with damp, not uncommonly oozing out 
of it in little pools. The coneitruction and dimensions of their hovels are, ss 
abodes of hnman beings, probably unique. On the uplands Ibey are mostly 
built of common stone walls without plaster, and are often totally devoid 
of the ordinary means of exit for the smoke, as it may also be almost said 
they are devoid of anything iu the shape of furniture. On the low-lying lands, 
on the other hand, they may be briefly described as bog boles, though by a 
merciful dispensation of the architect these are undoubtedly rendered some- 
what wanner by their very construction out of the Eolidifled peat and mud. 
Their dimensions are even more extraordinary still, varying from 12 feet by 
IS feet down to one half that limited space. Yet all of them are inhabited by 
large families of children, numbers of whom sleep on a little straw spread on 
the bare ground, with nothing to cover them save the rags and tatters worn 
during the day. I invariably found them on the occasion of my visitB 
cronchiDg around the semblance of a fire, lighted on the open hearth. And 
tliis at midsummer, shewing how terribly low must be the vitality amongst 
them. 

I re&ain from describing more minutely the particular cases of want and 
destitution which came under my notice. I could not describe them, and any 
attempt of mine for the purpose would fall far short of the reality. It was only 
when I was accompanied by a Catholic priest I could get an insight into their 
appalling character. Alone, some of the most destitute tried to screen from 
me the poverty of their truckle beds, upon which the straw was often so thin 
that I could touch the bare boards with my hand. These received me with a 
dull, passive surprise, wondering what might be the object of my curiosity in 
80 wretched a country. And even the priest himself had occasionally to use 
no little persuasion to overcome this modest feeling, by assuring them that I 
was present in the capacity of a friend, only desirous of ascertaining the extent 
of their poverty. Evei-ywhere the condition of the children was dreadful, 
having nothing but the Indian meal, badly cooked, to live upon, and the 
parents only too glad if the charitable funds provided the family with half 
enough even of that Sometimes there was a miserable cow about the 
premises — for, in every case, I am referring to the class of small farmers, 
mostly residing on thi'cc to five acres of land, which in North Mayo is generally 
found to be reclaimed bog or mountain slope : and this cow was supplying 
milk, principally pratis, to a small number of children other than the owner's, 
to mix with the Indian meal. Occasionally people appealed privately to my 
companion on no account to cut off the charitable supplies from the possessor 
of the cow, seldom worth more than a few pounds, and just then unsaleable in 
any market, as the animal was the hope of so many little ones. At other 
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times cooked cabbage, without a morsel of condiment save salt, was found 
where there was no meal, and in some instances one was found mixed with 
the other. But, in numerous cases, there was neither milk, meal, nor cabbage 
about the premises, and in those I gave some temporary relief, to fill up the 
interval till the next general distribution of the Local Committee ; yet in the 
most destitute cases hardly a word of complaint was uttered on the subject, it 
being a habit with, if not the nature of, the Mayo peasant submissively to 
ascribe his lot in times of scarcity as well as plenty to the " will of Providence." 

Everywhere the Mansion House Committee is spoken of with unvarying 
gratitude, which is all the more genuine now that people know its funds are 
nearly exhausted. But, without being invidious, it is only just to mention that 
the efforts of the Netv York Herald Committee in behalf of the destitute 
children are also warmly appreciated. Mr. John Barrett, the District Inspector 
of National Schools, to whom I am indebted for much useful information, told 
me, amongst other things, that the bit of dry bread given from that fund 
brought so many children to school that often in the course of his inspection 
be could only obtain a way through the crowd with difficulty. 

Of course the correspondence addressed to the Mansion House daily for 
many months past reveals the opinions of the Catholic clergy throughout 
North Mayo, as to the number of persons in their respective parishes who are 
in danger of death from starvation, should charitable sources of relief fail. All 
I can add is, with an intimate knowledge of the general tenor of that correspond- 
ence, that it is in nowise exaggerated, and not seldom falls short of the reality. 
But I made it my duty to call on the Protestant clergy in every district where 
I could find them. The Rev. Canon Little, who is rector of three parishes, 
has authorised me to say that, in his opinion, two thousand people in the 
neighbourhood of his rectory, which is on the borders of Kilmovee, are on the 
verge of starvation, and that any stoppage of charitable relief before the harvest, 
must immediately produce what he described as a " catastrophe." The Eev. 
Mr. Constable, Eector of Swinford, has pledged himself to me in like 
manner as regards the still larger population in that district ; while the Rev. 
Mr. CosTELLO, Rector of Kilmactighe, assured me after much deliberation, 
that at least one hundred families, numbering perhaps six or seven hundred 
souls, are slowly starving in his parish, as revealed by their physical appearance 
from day to day, and that any stoppage of charitable relief at this juncture 
would result in their almost immediate death. 

Invariably the Catholic priests speak with cordiality and gratitude of the 
humane and disinterested co-operation of the Protestant clergy, who are them- 
selves suflfering from grievances of their own, in this time of trial ; and I 
cannot refrain from saying that when all the present misery and wretchedness 
have passed away, they will at least have left behind them many lasting 
friendships arising out of such co-operation. 

The testimony of a number of medical men I have seen is substantially 
the same, amongst them Dr. Dillon, Ballaghaderreen ; Dr. Philips, Carry- 



CONDITION OF PEASANTRY, MAYO. W9 

castle; Dr. Burke^ Kiltymagh; and Dr. Gonby, Swinford, a young medical 
officer of the Union, who has entirely too much to do, pending the recovery 
from fever of another medical gentleman in the district, considering the 
alarming spread of the disease in and about Swinford. The Catholic clergy, 
to whom I am indebted for so much valuable information, as well as for their 
indispensable company in visiting the hovels of the destitute, are the Bev. Mr. 
Stbnson, Ballaghadereen ; the Bev. Mr. Durcan, Carrycastle ; the Bev. Mr. 
LoPTUs, Charlestown ; the Bev. Mr. Conlan, Swinford ; and the Very Bev. 
Canon O'Donohoe, of Curry, on the borders of Sligo county, a highly accom- 
plished ecclesiastic, whose testimony is very remarkable. Having observed 
that he constantly spoke of the destitution as being extreme in the Mayo 
parishes, and scarcely alluded to his own, in which I thought I saw as much 
misery as elsewhere, I put him the usual formula at parting, as to what might 
happen in certain eventualities. He took off his hat for a moment, and, 
speaking with great solemnity, declared " in the presence of Almighty God," 
that three hundred and fifty families in his parish would die of staryation. 

Yet, notwithstanding this desperate condition of things, the police 
informed me that there was no crime, small or great, in the district referred 
to, and a retired sub-inspector of the Force pointed out a large house in 
Bellaghy, filled from floor to ceiling with the pawned goods of the poor, which, 
he added, was not even protected by the presence of anyone on the premises 
at night — such is the unimpaired honesty of this starving people. Everywhere 
they are clamouring for work, the women and children as well as the men, 
and force themselves on the baronial contractors in spite of them. In several 
instances I saw boys and girls of tender years engaged in breaking stones on the 
roadside — surely the least likely work at which one would expect to find such 
persons — and without even the wire gauze protection for the eyes, so commonly 
worn by adults employed on similar labour in England. But the baronial 
works are absurdly limited in their scope, and cannot furnish any substantial 
means of relief; while in many cases the contractors being unable or unwilling 
to pay the labourers at the end of the week, or even a fortnight, the condition 
of the latter is more pitiable still, inasmuch as their share of the charitable relief 
may have been, as it sometimes has been, cut off in the meanwhile, on the very 
natural supposition that they could be no longer in need. 

I made it my business to see two or three contractors in person, to ascer- 
tain the truth or falsehood of such an incredible state of things. To secure 
perfect impartiality I selected a Protestant contractor and two Catholic con- 
tractors. The first, a Mr. Henry Stewaut, near Ballaghaderreen, told me that 
public report is only too true ; but he had that day (Saturday), out of regard 
for the destitute condition of the people, gone to the bank, and paid the wages 
of his workmen out of his own pocket, though when he might be paid himself 
he did not know. The second contractor was a Mr. Donohoe, near Curry, 
also a highly respectable man, who said that when the men first came upon 
some sanitary works, in which he was engaged, seeing that they were not able 
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to irork through waut of noorishment, he arrangGd to pay them in Bomc cases 
daily in advance, and found that they revived in a wonderful manner with the 
food which they were able thus to obtain. The lust was a contractor near 
Swinford, who could not get his works " certified," and bo could only pay some 
three out of twenty-two men employed upon them. He endeavoured to obtain 
a survey from me, but I had by this time convinced myself that as an attempt 
to provide a substantial means of temporarily relieving a destitute and starving 
people, the entire system of baronial works, like the system of outdoor relief, 
is tm organised burlesque.* 

It is but right to say, however, that, as far as Mr. Fobsteb, the Chief 
Secretary, himself is concerned, he is vindicating his well-known character 
for personal and political sincerity. At Carrick-on-Shannon, before entering 
Mayo, and everywhere in Mayo itself, I found proofs abundant of his efforts to 
set the boards and public bodies in rapid motion. But he is dealing with a 
Qumber of machines r unn ing on parallel lines, completely disjointed, which it 
is physically impossible to make use of for any practical purpose in an 
emergency like the present. Important officials and leading county personagee. 
whom I am not permitted to name as I have named others, are distinctly of 
opinion that he should place a sufficient sum in the hands of our well- 
organised and respectable committees, to x>rovide the destitute with immediate 
employment under the circumstances. 

That some of the smaller landholders arc meanwhile themselves verj' 
badly off, I J>atJ given me many touching proofs ; while few of the larger land- 
holders have availed themselves of the government offer of a loan, even where 
they made a formal application for such, as published in the newspapers some 
months ago. The same thing happened in 1847, as anyone who is familiar 
with the history of the period must know ; but it is no part of the duty of my 
report to dwell upon or investigate the reasons, and so I confine myself to stating 
the fact. Some of the lando^tiiers are behaving nobly, aB, for instance. Captain 
Akmbtrono, who, in his capacity of Chairman of the lubbercurry Bbard of 
Quardious, is also Chairman of the Duchess of Mablbobouqh'b Committee. 
'This gentleman will not allow any tenant on his extensive estate to accept 
charitable relief, having provided them all with abundant employment, without 
even troubling the Board of Works for the money. Others, perhaps, are not 
behaving so nobly, as, for instance, an absentee Irish peer, drawing thirty 
thousand a year out of the country, whose tenants are everywhere living upon 
the Indian meal which we have had so much labour in collecting from 
the four quarters of the globe. And it may not be without interest to remark 
here, that five of the largest Mayo landed proprietors are absentee gentlemen 
of rank, whose estates alone extend over an area of 869,000 acres. The 
Parliamciitiiiy n-tiuus prepared by the Local Govonimeiit Board set forth the 
Valuation of this vast aci«am» for taxation pur^'oses, as £71,000, which pro- 
j (end jinetio*! inniilit]') of tlM b 
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bably represents a rental of £100,000 a year ; in other words, a sum largely in 
excess of the total amount distributed throughout the county by the various 
charitable organisations during the present crisis. It is no more than stating a 
fiewt, provocative of no controversy, to add, that the resident gentry of Mayo 
have now, as was the case in 1847-8, not only no sympathy with the absentee 
landlords, but that they would on the contrary, and for obvious reasons, gladly 
see the system of absenteeism discouraged by the heaviest penalties 
practicable. 

Many of the shopkeepers, as well as the landowners, are behaving with 
generosity in the present crisis, and it would be very unjust to stigmatise 
either, as a class, with the want of practical sympathy displayed by some. 

The whole country is sown with potatoes and corn to an extent never before 
remembered, and this is in some measure due to the splendid gifts of seed 
and manure bestowed on the people by the Catholic Bishop of Achonry, 
Dr. M'CoRMACK, from the charitable funds placed in his hands. The potato 
crop looks most promising, though the corn has been a little shaken by the pre- 
vailing winds and rains. But it is apprehended by all classes of people that the 
claims upon the harvest are so numerous and heavy, the fruits of it will not be 
available to the farmers beyond a period of a few months, when the present con- 
dition of things must recur, as it would require several prosperous harvests to 
make up for the losses of the past three years. At Swinford Quarter Sessions, 
the other day, there were some two thousand processes entered, and it is said 
the number might have been increased tenfold, if the shopkeepers and land- 
owners were as rapacious as they are often represented to be. But the Judge 
adjourned the Sessions till October on account of the fever, and has thus 
mercifully secured the fruits of the harvest, in that district at least, to many. 
Having taken occasion to inquire of some of the shopkeepers how came it that 
they had entrusted persons of such small means with so much credit, the 
answer was invariably the same ; it was because they had and have still 
implicit confidence in the probity of their customers. The probity of the 
Mayo farmers is invariably acknowledged. It is stated, however, by the 
clergy, and generally believed, that too many of them have to pay heavily for 
the favour, which can scarcely be considered an advantageous accommodation 
under the circumstances. 

As to the question of fever, in addition to the cases at Ballaghaderreen, 
there are some cases at Carrycastle, but it is more widespread at Charles- 
town and Swinford. It is undoubtedly typhus ; yet, where the patients are able 
to survive removal in an ordinary open cart, without springs, to the workhouse, 
many miles off, they frequently recover under the humane and skilful treat- 
ment which, it is but just to say, they receive in the hospital attached. But 
still, those who cannot be removed are barbarously left to die in their hovels 
without nursing or attendance, whether the Poor-law system be responsible or 
not. Again, at Charlestown, where accompanied by Mr. J. Mulligan, a kindly 
member of the local Committee, I entered many of the houses for the purpose 
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of personally inspecting them, I found that they had not been generally white- 
washed either inside or out, though tj^phus prevails there to an extent suf- 
ficiently alarming. The medical oflScer at Swlnford meanwhile informs me 
that he is watching two cases near Ballyhaunis which have all the symptoms 
of what is technically called relapsing fever — that is, real famine fever* — those 
symptoms being vomiting, diarrhoea, extreme prostration, with that pinched, 
anxious look said to be so characteristic of the disease, and a " thready " pulse, 
but without any spots as in typhus. The number of cases of typhus itself in 
the workhouse hospital is forty-six. 

The Board of Guardians has been dissolved, with much advantage to the 
poor, and even the baronial works are being placed under inspectors, the con- 
tractors having been abolished also in the neighbourhood of Swinford. Still, 
the amount of money to be expended is wholly inadequate as a means of sub- 
stantial relief, and if gratuitous relief be now substituted, the number and 
status, as well as the pay, of the relieving oflScers should be at once increased 
.and improved. 

The Mayo farmers had to part with their pigs long ago, and they have 
lately sustained a severe loss only second to that of the potatoes, which I have 
nowhere seen noticed. They were accustomed to keep large numbers of hens, 
whose eggs, taken in exchange for other food by the shopkeepers, helped 
materially to support their families. During the past ten months, but par- 
jicularly since January last, the hens have been seized with an epidemic like 
cholera, and fully 90 per cent, of them have succumbed to the disease, which 
is fatal in a single night. 

It is greatly feared that the people will, in their craving for a change, as 
well as a sufficiency of food, dig up the new potatoes before they have become 
fit for eating, and that the result will bring a terrible scourge upon themselves 
as well, which in their present exhausted state they would be quite unable to 
resist, I drove twenty-two miles to a large meeting of the Catholic clergy at 
Bohola, on Wednesday last, upon whom, in the course of conversation, I took 
the liberty of impressing this fact, with a view to warn their people against 
such a risk ; but the general opinion appeared to be that the risk will be run 
in spite of all warning, and it was even suggested that the most destitute will 
ravenously feed upon the potatoes a mouth before the usual time. 

I have only to observe, in conclusion, for the information of the Com- 
mittee, that I returned to Dublin last night, after exactly a week's travelling 
through a part of Mayo, which is typical of a great portion of the county, as I 
believed my report to be of much too urgent and important a nature to be 
otherwise delivered ; but I propose to return to the country after a day or two, 
for the purpose of inspecting and reporting upon other districts in obedience to 
the resolution of the Mansion House Committee. 



* See Reports of Medical ComialMkB 
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SECOND REPORT, 

On ilu Results of his Eecent Inspection of CeHain Duttricts in Mayo, submiUed at the 
usual Meeting of the Committee held on the 22w(/ of July, 1880. 

I have the honour to report that, in obedience to a further resolution of 
the Mansion House Committee, at their meeting of the 3rd inst., I lately 
proceeded to Mayo a second time, selecting a diflerent part of the county, for 
the purpose of inquiry and inspection, from that which occupied my attention 
on the occasion of my former visit. At Ballyhaunis I had the advantage of 
meeting the Catholic Bishop of Achonry, Dr. M*Cormack, to whose splendid 
gifts of seed I referred in my previous report, and also Mr. Henry Brett, 
formerly and for many years County Surve} or of Mayo, and still holding the 
same important office in Wicklow County. The Bishop, like every person of 
position whom I have yet met, expressed it as his firm conviction that, were 
it not for the merciful operations of the Relief Committees, many thousands of 
persons must have died of starvation in North Mayo alone during the past six 
months ; and also that, perhaps, even now, we may not be beyond the 
contingency of a great calamity, arising out of various causes, such as the still 
possible failure of the potato crop, the general indebtedness of the small farmers 
to the landlords and the shopkeepers, even if the crop should prove to be a 
bountiful one, and the absence of useful or remunerative employment for the 
people during the winter months, to enable them to tide over their difficulties 
next year. 

Mr. Brett is of opinion now, as in 1817, that public employment should 
take the form of the reclamation of waste lands, together with the encourage- 
ment of a better system of husbandry amongst the small farmers ; and I 
understood it to be his intention to report to this eflfect to the Government, by 
whom he is emploj'ed on special service in Mayo at the present time. His 
facts and figures are of paramount importance just now, since even a Land 
Bill, fashioned upon the lines of the most pronounced reformers, could not 
bring any immediate accession of prosperity to a population wanting '* elbow 
room," so to speak, and suflering from chronic starvation in consequence of 
such want. Speaking of the waste lands, he observed, that there are at least 
four baronies in the West which might aftbrd scope for an early experiment in 
reclamation, not only without pecuniary loss, but with infinite economic gain 

to the State, viz. : — Average value 

per Acre. 
*•. d, 

Erris (Mayo) ... 282,888 acres ... ... 1 1 

Boylagh (Donegal) ... 168,517 ,, ... ••• 1 3 

Ballynahinch (Galway) 194,584 „ ... ... 1 4 

*. Bobs (Galway) ... 98,000 „ ... ... 1 5 

Mr. BbiStt, whose long connection with Public Works in Ireland lends the 
%ti{^ of practical experience to his opinions, is clearly convinced that the 
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whole of thia enormous acreage, which includes neither deep bog nor moQQtam 
top, is capable of complete reclamation. And, moreover, he can point out, he 
says, "numerous instnnces in the counties of Mayo and Sligo, as well as in 
Wicklow and Waterford, of reclamation effected at considerable expense where 
the produce of the lauds in two jears defrayed the entire cost of outlay." 

As an elaborate proposal of the same character was submitted to 
Parliament by Lord John Russell when Premier in 1847, — (vide Hansard, 
25th Janaary in that year) — and was only defeated through the selfishness 
of Sir Bobert Peel, a similar scheme, having for its primary object the intro- 
duction of the " idle hands " upon the " idle lands," can scarcely be deemed 
a thing beyond the domain of practical polictics in 1880, more especially since 
it involTes neither " confiscation " nor " spoliation." 

There has been destitution and privation in the neighbourhood of Bally- 
haunis, Knock, and Claremorris, as elsewhere, but the squalor and misery are 
not 80 widespread as in the Swinford district. At Claremorris I visited the 
Workhouse, accompanied by the Medical Officer, who showed me over the 
entire place, including the Fever Hospital, in which I was glad to find no more 
than two patients, one of whom was convalescent, and both technically 
described as of " simple continued fever," The Workhouse is well kept, and 
as the Guardians hare supplied lime for white-washing purposes gratia 
throughout the Union, where required, it may be that thia freedom from fever 
is due to such sanitary precautions. The Union is supplied with an ambulance, 
old fashioned, hut not uncomfortable, and the employment of nnraes to attend 
the destitute fever patients in their own houses, where they are incapable of 
the fatigue of removal to the hospital, has been formally authorised when 
necessary. 

The Clerk of the Union favored me with aome statiatics which will be of 
interest to the Committee. The number in the house is only 1 69, but the 
number on out-door relief has increased from 192, as it stood last year, to 588, 
OB it stood on tho 5th June last. The amount of relief given is, however, 
extremely small, varying from one and sixpence to three and sixpence weekly 
for each family. Again, in the single electoral division of Mnrneen, where our 
Local Committee is relieving 300 families, the G-uardiansare only relieving 
four. Amongst the rcmainiog st;itistics furnished me by the Clerk of the 
Union, I find what I anticipated in my previous report, that there is the 
greatest disparity between tho amounts applied for by way of public loan, and 
the amounts finally issued, whether aa regards the landowners' private purposes, 
or as regards the baronial works. In Claremorris Union, for instance, of the 
£10,970 applied for by the landowners, only £2,780 was.actually issued up to 
the 5th of June, an amount not likely to be increased, since the low rate of 
interest ofi'ered by Government is no longer available. And of the £2,409 
applied for, for expenditure on baronial works, only £920 had been octuid^ 
issued to the same date. 

From Claremorris I drove to the residence of Mr. Abthdk Cm 
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Chairmftn of tho Board, and a landowner, who received me with the same 
coarteay, and even cordiality, which I have cxporienced at the hands of all 
elaeses in Mayo in the course of my inquiries. Mr. Crean' was not in the least 
reticent in fumiebtng me with fresh proof as to tho terrible nature of the crisis 
through which we are passing. This gentleman frankly acknowledged that, 
though his Board had heen steadily increasing tho quantity of out-door relief 
Bince February last, thousands of persons must have died of starvation 
throughout the Union but for the help afforded by the Relief Committees, the 
Poor Law machinery being, in his opinion, incapable of dealing with any such 
widespread and exceptional destitution. The full weight of this testimony can 
only be estimated relatively, as regards the county generally, by recollecting 
my previoas observation as to the fact that the squalor aud misery around 
Claremorrie were not so apparent to me as in other districts. Like the Bisuop 
OP AcHONRT, aud for the same reasons, Mr. Creax cannot altogether free him- 
self from gloomy forebodings as regards the immediate future, should nothing 
in the shape of public employment be found for the destitute population during 
Gie coming winter. 

At Claremorris,asat Bolhighadcrreen and Swinford, something like vitality 
ia maintained amongst the convent school children, by the iudefutigablo 
exertions of the Nuns in supplying them with food and clothing, iu contrast 
wiUi the sad appearance of those in the ordinary roadside schools, often greatly 
and unhealthily overcrowded, whoso won and pinclied countenances betoken 
their half-star\'ed condition. 

At Attymas I made a hoUse-to-house inspection through a vci-y wretched 
mountainous district, where the destitution was in several cases so urgent, I 
had to reheve them then and there with my own hands. The Parish Priest, 
the Rev. Mr. O'Grauy, showered blessings on the heads of Miss IIokt, of the 
Duchess of Marlboeough's Committee, and Mr. Edmund PEnv, a local land- 
owner, and High Sheriff of the county, whose benevolence has passed into a 
proverb. This gentleman being a member of oar local Committee, I felt it my 
duty to call upon him. His testimony was substanfially that of others, with 
this gratifying addition, that having oftentimes invusliguted alleged abuses in 
the distribution of the Mansion House Fund, ho could utverfind a single one 
verified. The condition of the people of Mayo, owing to a variety of causes, 
was always precarious, lie said, and the first touch of misfortune placed them 
on the very verge of stanatiun. Last year, he went on to observe tlu-y were 
Tisited by a series of misfortunes, uamc-Iy, a contmued failure of their crops 
inclading that of flax, and depreciation in the price of stock, together with a 
fi^g off in the suDi^lie. usually furnished by ^-Pl^y-- - f f -<1 ; and 
LlasUy, a,i ,nilr. .i '~ of credit on the part of the banks and shopkeepers. 
nr .u ^^ " 1 l.v Mr. PE"*". 't^'^ mstructive to point out 
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latter crop teing estimated at 22,273,520 cwts., as against a ten years' avemgc 
o£ 60,000,000 cwta. HoweTer widely diffnsed, 8uch a loss must Lave fallen 
with exceptional severity on Mayo. 

At Backs the destitution partakes of much the same extreme character, 
whole families trying to eke out an existence on a single acre of wtetclied land, 
lying in patches amongst boulders of various sizes, which often conceal the 
village hovels even at a short distance. Here, too, I found, on some of the 
smallest of small farms even for Mayo, anhappy cases requiring immediate 
relief, while the kind of sleeping accommodation available for young ond inno- 
cent children, was too shocking to examine minutely. Everywhere around 
there is the loveliest scenery, and everywhere, also, alas ! misery and wTetched- 
ness indescribable, and wholly out of sympathy with the beauties of a district 
singularly favoured by nature. 

At Castiebar I called on the Very Kev. Canon M'Ghee, P.P., and the 
Bev. Mr. dr Bcbqhe Sidley, the Protestant clergyman, both of whom testified 
as to the fearful consequences which must have ensued but for the operations 
of the Relief Committees around that district. Mr. Sidlbt, like Mr. Brett, 
entertains strong convictions as to the advisability of reclaiming the waste 
lands, while Canon M'Ghee instanced the clamours of the people about him 
for employment, by relating how numbers of women even came with hammers 
to force themselves npon the baronial works. This gentleman, in conjunction 
with his fellow-members, had taken tho precaution, as far back as February 
last, to call in the services of the Believing Officers of the Union, for the pur- 
pose of preparing a tabular statement shewing the number of cattle, sheep, 
pigs, &c,, held by each individual within the area covered by the operations of 
our local Committee, with a view to enable the latter to exercise the utmost 
possible discrimination in distributing relief. The authentic information thus 
obtained Mitirely surpassed theirvery worstanticipations. The small farmers 
around, it was shown, had been gradually compelled by their extreme poverty 
to part with everything in the shape of saleable stock with few exceptions. 

Here, too, I wasintroducad to Sir Charles Knos-Gobb, Foreman of the 
Grand Jury, and a large landowner, who spoke to me in tho frankest manner 
as to the perilous time over which wo have passed. He, like Mr. Edmund 
Pery, volunteered the statement that every alleged abuse iu the distribution 
of the Belief Fuuds vanished into thin air on investigation. Sir CnARLES 
thinks a supreme effort should mc made to keep the Funds going until the 
15th of Augast, before which date the potatoes will be quite unfit for human 
food. At Castiebar, also, I called on Mr. James Daly, the proprietor of the 
Telegraph, an active member of our local Committee in that town, and mach 
regretted not to have found him at home, as he is said tn be in a position to 
supply valuable information as regards the condition of the people. Both Sir 
Charles Gobb and Mr. Standish M'Dermott, ex-Chairman q£|J 
Board of Guardians, invited me to call upon them for fai 
should I be remaining longer in the country, but the t 
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limited, and caused me to lose this opportnnity of acquiring additional infor« 
mation from gentlemen of their station. 

From Castlehar I proceeded to Grossmolina, \There I again made a house- 
to-house inspection throughout a twenty-two miles' drive. Ever}'where I saw 
evidence of great destitution, though not so extreme as I had witnessed in 
some other districts. And this makes the evidence of the Parish Priest, the 
Eev. Dr. Costello, and that of Mr. Joseph Pratt, of Enniscoe, the heir to 
considerable estates in this and a neighbouring county, the more remarkable. 
I missed seeing the Protestant clergyman, upon whom I called, and who is 
working cordially with the Catholic priest, but, as Mr. PI^\TT is a Protestant 
gentleman, the evidence of two such independent witnesses may be considered 
sufficiently impartial and conclusive. It is to the effect that the scenes of 
1847, well remembered by Dr. Costello, and often described to Mr. Pkatt 
by his father, might have been repeated as early as February in the present 
year, but for the Relief Conmiittees, and primarily here, as elsewhere, but for 
the Mansion House Committee. 

Sir Charles Gore, who, in his capacity of Chairman of the Board of 
Guardians, is also Chairman of the Duchess of Marlborougil s Committee in 
BalUna, advised me, at parting, to trust implicitly to Mr. Pratt, who is 
himself a Grand Juror of the county, a Poor Law Guardian, and an active 
member of the same Committee. The Catholic Bishop of Killala, 
Dr. Conway (Chairman of our local Committe,) upon whom I called to pay 
my respects, also, like Sir Charles Gore, spoke in the most flattering terms 
of Mr. Pratt, on account of the representations made to him from time to 
time by his priests. The testimony of sucli a man is, then, as impoilimt as 
any country gentleman's testimony can well be, and the entire purport and 
substance of Mr. Pratt's lengthened conversations with me was as strong, if 
not stronger, than that of any Catholic priest or Protestant clerg>'man with 
whom I came in contact throughout my travels in Mayo. He is most fully in 
accord with the Eev. Dr. Costello as^to the awful crisis through which the 
countrj' has been passing, and ho, with much feeling, expressed it as his firm 
conviction that deaths from starvation may have occurred, and probably did 
occur at Crossmolina, shortly after Christmas, in spite of all their precautions. 
Of one such death at least he was -quite sure ''-another proof that the 
operations of the Mansion House Committee did not commence - ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
m.^r.i, r«l„.f opinion «, ..o-o^ "-i-l ^rUHnT .t; 
It Will be necessary to provide the People -^^^ P-^- ^ .^^ . ^^, ,;^^^^ 
wmter months, to avoid a recurrence of t^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ J, ,4, ,,, ,,^^^ 

^l^^lT^lr.ZT:^S an'y -so for nn^e., oonUnno.. „ , 

It, to exist. ■^ ig Foxford, whore I received 

iMt district of which I ^•'JV^./from the Protestant view, the 
wble assistance in my i°'i" 
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R«v. Ur. Eames, as well as from Major Rdttledge Fair, a local landowner, 
both of whom are acting iu cordial co-operation with the Parish Priest, the 
Rev. Mr. O'Donnell, who was unfortimately absent during the period of my 
visit. In his absence, I was accompanied in my house-to-house inspection by 
another member of our Committee, Mr. Shiei,, the Local Registrar, for whose 
services I feel myself extremely indebted. We visited more than thirty hovels 
of the poor, principally in the townlands of Culmore and Cashel, in which I 
beheld scenes of wretchedness and misery wholly indescribable. In some of 
those hovels evicted families had lately taken refuge, so that the overcrowding 
added to the other horrors of the situation. In one hovel, in the townknd of 
Cashel, we found a little child, three years old, one of a family of six, 
apparently very ill, with no person more competent to watch it than au idiot 
sister of eighteen : while the mother was absent begging committee relief, the 
father being in England. In another an aged mother, also very ill, lying alone, 
with nothing to eat save long-cooked Indian meal, which she was unable to 
swallow. In onother, in the towuiand of Culmore, there were four young 
children, one of whom was in a desperate condition for want of its natural food 
— milk — without which it was no longer capable of eating the Indian me&l 
' stlrabont, or even retaining anything whatever on its stomach. I took off my 
glove to feel its emaciated little face, calm and livid as iu death, which I found 
to be stone cold. My companiou gently stirred its limbs, and after a while it 
opened its eyes, though only for a moment, again relapsing into a state of 
coma, apparently. It lay on a wallet of dirty straw, with shreds and tatters 
of sacking and other things covering it. The motlier was in Foxford begging 
for relief, the father being in England in this case also. In no Christian 
country in the world probably would so barbarpns a spectacle be tolerated, 
except in Ireland. 

It is but right to add, that the mother of one of the evicted families, whose 
husband was in England, acknowledged with much gratitude some assistance 
which she had received from the funds of the Land League. And, speaking of 
evictions generally, they are everywhere frankly acknowledged to be the work, 
not of the old hereditary landowners, but moro commonly of those newcomers 
who, having purchased land in the Encumbered Estates Court as an iuvest- 
raeut, arc devoid of any sentiment save that of a desire for a profitable return 
for their money ; though of course there are exceptions, and even notable ones, 
amongst both classes. 

Meeting Captain Spaioht, Poor Law Inspector, at Foxford, on my return, 
he begged it as a personal favour that I would report to him what I might see 
wrong in my travels through the country. I at once gave him the contents of 
my note book; but with the distinct intimation that I should hero publicly 
ch;Lrj,'f the I'oor Lfuv System «'ith L-ulpable negligence, and a clear evasion of 
tlie Xct of Parliament, in not making proper provision for the prolonged absence 
of tho Di-^tonsory Doctor at Foxford. I say " proper provision," becanse the 
I man, from r remote DispenBary district, ten miles 
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off, alone probably too large and too populous to receive sufficient attention at 
bis hands, does not constitute any such provision. Captain Spatght, who 
appears to be very earnest in the attempt to discharge his duties, offered to send 
milk to the village next morning ; but as I hud already secured those cases 
temporary relief at my own hands, I intimated further to him that medical 
attention, rather than milk, was now urgently required, though not to be had. 
The Registrar of Foxford informed me that the number of persons actually in, 
or recovering from fever in the neighbourhood, is at present thirty-five, yet 
not the slightest effort has been made, up to the present, to whitewash or 
otherwise disinfect the tainted houses. 

Emigration is proceeding rapidly in Mayo, especially amongst the class of 
single young women. From the parish of Charlestown alone more than eighty 
had gone, up to the middle of June, while from Backs more than a hundred 
have left to the present date. Persons in America, who had not been heard of 
for many years, are now moved by reports of the famine to send money for 
their friends to enable them to emigrate. And here the question arises, is 
there no benevolent organisation in existence for the protection of this defence- 
less class of young people at Liverpool and elsewhere, on their journey to their 
new and distant home? Surely the good work done by Mrs. Cakoline 
Ghisholm in a past generation should now inspire some amongst her own sex, 
if not others, to emulate her fame as the " Emigrant's Friend.'* 

Fortunately, the crops have not yet been seriously affected by the heavy 
rains, though the blight is apparent in many places sown by the old seed- 
potatoes. I had some dug for inspection at Crossmolina, and cutting through 
the root with my penknife, found the disease distinctly marked. But there is 
much confidence that the Champions will escape, for even the stalks resist 
those strong winds to which those of the other seeds succumb. Elsewhere, 
as at Crossmolina, the affected potatoes were described as " Pink Eyes," but it 
is greatly feared that White Kocks, so called, have been imposed upon the 
peasantry as Champions in many cases. 

Passing on to the subject of relief works, I have everywhere found them 
fitful, wholly insufficient, and otherwise unsatisfactory, as explained in my 
previous Report. Having a few hours to spare at Athlone on Sunday, I 
visited the Vice-Chairman of one of our Local Committees, St. Peter's and 
Drum, who told me that in his district the contractors could not get their works 
" certified,'* and so the unfortunate labourers employed upon them were without 
their wages, while the works were themselves stopped. Yet it is only just to the 
Government to say, that they are sending many additional officers through the 
country, to try and facilitate matters, but there is apparently no fixed plan in 
their operations; while the local bodies are everywhere confused and 
undecided, or unwilling, in voting additional funds for expenditure. Mean- 
while there is unlimited scope for road-making in Mayo, for nowhere else, 
perhaps, are the public highways so dangerous to life and limb. Yet, at best, 
even this can scarcely be described as work of a ^reproductive characteii or of 
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permanent ntility. Indeed, many of the baronial works which I saw in 
operation, in the shape of bog road fences, would scarcely withstand a sharp 
rain-storm, which would speedily reduce them to their original elements of 
peat and mud. On the other hand, what might be done in the way of 
reclaiming waste lands is often visible to the eye as well as to the imagina- 
tion. In many districts through which I trayelled I saw patches of meadow 
and smiling cornfields, where only a few years ago there was nothing but 
savage bog and moorland. 

The great evil of the times in Mayo is not the question of rent, but rather 
the circumstance that the holdings of the small farmers are deficient in 
quantity as well as quality. This it is that necessitates the annual flight to 
England, an evil in itself, to enable them to eke out even a miserable 
existence on their return. If it could be remedied without injustice to 
" vested interests,*' you might have a prosperous and contented peasantry, 
instead of one whose present condition is a scandal to the Empire. To render 
that condition less degraded meanwhile, some modification of the existing 
Poor Law System is obviously necessary. 

The smallness of the amount of Poor Law relief distributed in Ireland as 
compared with England is not generally known. In 1878, 86,000 persons 
only were relieved in Ireland, at a cost of £990,000, while in England, 748,000 
persons were relieved, during the same period, at a cost of £7,688,000, 
Taking the population of Ireland at one-fourth of that of England, it will be 
Been that the Poor Law relief distributed in Ireland, the poorer country, is not 
one-half what it is in England, the richer country. 

In conclusion, I have to report that I have everywhere found the books 
of the Local Committees kept with scrupulous exactness, and the utmost 
possible discrimination used in the distribution of relief. I was only once 
called on to investigate a complaint, which was made to me by a shopkeeper 
at Swinford, to the eflfect that the Catholic and Protestant clergy had thought 
fit to employ a paid secretary, at wages of 15s. a week. Believing the com- 
plainant's intention to be one of pure benevolence, conceived in the interests 
of the poor, I proposed to call a meeting of the Committee at once, dismiss 
the paid official, and appoint the shopkeeper himself honorary secretary on the 
Bpot. The proposition alarmed him : he excused himself, and I was suffered 
to go in peace. I may say that the destitute population of Swinford is 
enormous ; that the Catholic priests and the Protestant rector are rivals in 
one respect only, as to who shall excel the other in kindness to the poor ; and 
that even the appointment of paid secretary, which was indispensable, was 
conferred upon the present holder of the laborious office as a matter of business 
in which charity had some part. 

I am much indebted to the Rev. Mr. Conmey, P.P., of Backs, the Rev. Mr. 
O'DoNOHUE, C.C., of Ballyhaunis, and, in an especial manner, to the Very Rev. 
Canon Bourke, P.P., of Claremorris, for assistance and useful information. 
On this occasion I have not found it necessary to trouble the police with my 
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luquifies ; bat I Lave ascertiaiiied from tlio clergy aud magistrates that the 
peace of North Mayo contiuues uLbroken, while the honeBty of the sturviiig 
peasantry is the theme of every touguo. I uow invite the members of the 
Committee to questiou me ujioD any point of interest in my Beport, so as to 
afford me an 0]iportunity of verifying my statements by referring to the 
authority upon which they are made. 



APPENDIX TO REPORT, 

On the tvhjeet nf the Baronud lidief Works, tabmilted at the usual Meeting 
of the Coiimhtee, heUl oit the IWi oj June, 1880. 

1 am desirous of bringing under the notice of the Committee some facts of 
an important chnructer derived from information lutely supplied by our Local 
Committees in Mayo and Galway ob regnrds the public works either projected 
or ill actuitl operuiiou in tliosc counties.* On a recent occasion I took the 
opportunity to cite the County of Cavun as a tvpicul illuBtriition of what 
might be expected from those works in the way of relief throughout the 
kingdom. Instead, however, of confining myself to this, au isolated case, I 
Iiiive uow gone through the ruturns from two of the lurgost, and at the same 
time the most impoverished counties in the West. Those returns exhibit the 
question as it stood on the Srst of the present mouth, just twelve days ago, 
ai.d the result will show that uo appreciable altcratiou haB taken place since. 

We have sixty-four Committees altogether in Mayo, of which all but a 
few have supplied us with the required information. The total amount of 
money voted for expenditure within the wide area covered by those Com-, 
mitteees is £11,563, while the destitute population more or less dependent 
on the Mansion Hou^e Fund for subsistence within the eame area is 
represeuled to be 171,493. Assuming that this money was really expended, it 
would be eqmil to an allowance of about one and fourpence to each individual 
on the relief lists throughout tlie county. Buta6amatl.er of fact, in thirty-five 
— that is, ruihermore than one-half — of the districts relieved by our Committees, 
no such public works have been heard of at all ; while in twenty-six districts 
where the money was voted to set them on foot, they had not, for one reason 
or unother, even been commenced on the Ist of June, on which date they were 
really in operation in three districts in the county only, so far as the 
information supplied to the Munsiou House enables us to judge. The sums 
boiug Bpcut iu a. few favoured districts arc comparatively insignificant, as for 
instance at Kilmaclasser, near Westpcrt, where £64 is to be distributed 
amongst a destitute population of 1,445 souls. So much for Mayo. 

Turning now to Galway, we have returns from Bcventy-five out of our 
iuety Committees spread over that county. The facts and figures are iu a like 
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manner equally disappointing. Tlic total amount of money voted for exi)eudi- 
ture within the area covered by those Committees is £l3,3G0 9s., while the 
destitute population more or less dependent on the Mansion House Fund 
f< r subsistence within the same area is 132,732. If the monev was really 
expended amongst this population, the share falling to each individual would 
be about two shillings, or some eight-ponce more than the portion of the 
destitute individual in the adjoining county. But unhappily the story is just 
the same in Gahvay as in Mayo. In forty-one — that is, rather more than 
one-half — of the districts relieved by our Committees no public works have been 
projected at all ; while in twenty-seven districts, where the money was actually 
voted for expenditure, the works in question had not been even comiienced 
on the 1st of June. The sums to be expended in the few fortunate districts 
are often equally insignificant in Gal way as in Mayo, as for instance, at 
Annaghdown, where £101 l5s. is the portion of a destitute populatiiiU of 
2,000 Kouls. 

But even those figures admit of a further qualification, inasmuch as the 
works in question, which mostly consist in making or repairing roads, are in 
many cares apparently entrusted to contractors, who are often represented to us 
as undertaking them at a price considerably below the sum voted. Again, with 
regard to the projected works in both counties which had not commenced on 
the 1st of June, the reply of the Local Committees is often eloquent in its 
hopelessness. In • answer to the query, ** When are the works to be 
commenced?" it is sometimes merely observed, ** Cannot say ; perhaps never.'* 
This was the case at Ballindme, in Mayo, where £200 had been voted for 
expenditure among>ta destitute population of 3,000. At Cumner, in Gahvay, 
the patience of the Committee being exhausted, the reply is, ** The works won't 
commence till a number of people have died of starvation ;'* while at Belclare, 
in the same county, exasperated in a like manner by the delay, the Committee 
having informed us that the long-expected employment had not commenced, 
add, '* And when it will be commenced is only known in Heaven and to the 
Board of \Vork.s.'* 

It has often been cynically observed that a man mny prove anything from 
statistics. I can only say, having gone carefully through them, that the 
individual who could envolve any degree of hope from these, would be, not a 
man, but a magician. Even if the public works were in full operation 
throughout the two Counties of Mayo and Galway — and the information 
supphed by our Local Committees, show that such is the case within the 
limited area of some nine parishes only — any hopes that may have been raised 
as to the probability of their proving a source of substantial relief in the present 
crisis, are wholly illusory and without foundation. The returns from which I 
have been quoting are not without their use, however, inasmuch as they exhibit, 
in a very striking light, the wisdom of the Lord Mayor in refusing to adopt any 
course which might lead to a premature dissolution of the Mansion House 
Committee. 
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PREFACE. 

TirR prolongc.'d exifitence of fieverc diRtrens, of which painful descrip- 
tioiiH readied the Maiision Houne Committee from clergj^men of all creeds, 
medical officers, magistrates, and various competent witnesses, gave early 
cause for apprehension lest ^^^de-Rpread disease should supei^vene. 

So(m isolated outbreaks began to be recorded. From Castletown 
Berehaven, in the County Cork, Canon Carmody wrote, on the 21st of 
•I anuar}% tliat several farmers were starving, and othera trying to eke out 
life on garbage. ."To add to our misfortune," he continued, "we have a 
gi'cat number of poor people here sick of measles, and some also sick of 
fever, I have eveiy reason to know that several of these poor sick 
creatures are suffering the gi'catest privations." The fever epidemic 
increased as the distress continued, and made victims amongst the medical 
profession. 

At the Committee Meeting of April 14th, a letter was read from the 
Dean of Ross, announcing the death of Dr. RoBlNSON, at Skibbereen, of 
fever caught in the discharge of his duty whilst attending the sick on 
('lear and Hare Islands. Mr. Lane Joynt mentioned that this was the 
second medical man who had been sacrificed to the relief of the people on 
tlie islands named,— Dr. O'DOXOVAN, jim., having previously lost his life. 

Although the first tidings of the existence of an epidemic of destitution- 
disease reached the Committee frcm the South, the sickness seems to have 
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there remained localissd, in the moat di8treiW3:l district The ca8i; was 
different as regards the generally poorer and more neglected population of 
the Western province. One district after another, not adjoining, but wide 
apart, reported that fevers had begiui to make their appearance amongst 
the destitute peasiints. It seemed as though, when a certain point of 
suffering from continued privation had been reached, the disease should 
manifest itself— the earliness of its invasion being, in individuals and in 
districts, in direct |)roportion to the degree of distress endured. 

The existence of disease was only reported incidentally, and in some 
localities it had continued for a considerable time before notice came to the 
Mansion House Committee. The fii-st recorded observation sent from the 
West, came from Kilmaine parish, in the County Mayo, and was contained 
in the following terse connniuiication from the local organisation : " The 
gentlemen of your Connnittee will best underetand the frightful state of this 
district by simply putting before them the following facts : The fever 
patients number 103, and such is the fear entertained by the people that 
we have failed to get a nuVsj at any payment, so that in order to assist 
those suffering from that disease, our Connnittee had to run into debt before 
they received your last instalment. Our relief list contains 441 fanjilies 
(2,207 individuals), whose destitution it is impossible to exaggerate, and 
heart-rending to ^^^tness.'* 

On May 12th, a cominunication was made in reference to a grave 
outbreak of fever along the coast of Gal way ; over fifty or sixty houses 
in the hirge island of Gammna, it was stated, were afflicted with 
fever. Dr. SiGERSOX remarked that, at a very early stiige of the Com- 
mittee's existence, he had mentioned his apprehension that fever would 
supervene upon starvation. Famine did not necessarily show itself by im- 
mediate death. It first showed itself by a general lowering of the system, 
and by the accessibility of the constitution to various diseases, which would 
not have attacked people in strong health. The fact that fever had 
occurred in several places already, and that, according to their reports, it 
appeared to be extending its area, and to bo appearing in new places, 
ought to make them apprehend that, in a short time, they would hear that 
fever had become more general in the distressed parts of the country than it 
was at present ; therefore it was their absolute duty, by giving food and 
by putting pressure on the guardians, wherever possible, to take precautions 
against the occurrence of those diseases which supervened upon insufficient 
nutrition. Mr. J. A. Fox, in confirmation of these remarks, mentioned that 
they had, that day, received four or iivti reports of fever having broken 
out in various parts of the country, and in each letter it was stated to be 
distinctly attributiible to diminution or uniformity of food. Further reports 
having come in, the subject was again referred to. May 28th, and extracts 
from the Registrar-Generars Quarterly Returns of Births, Marriages and 
Deaths were quoted by Dr. SiGERSOX in corroboration. The Mansion House 
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Committee, ill consequence, embodicfl in its -AddreBS tliis reference to the 
existence of disease : — " It is a lamentable truth that the fever which follows 
famine has already made its appearance in several places ; and when wq 
recall the ravages caused by it in 1847, this manifestation of the disease 
naturally gives rise to the most grave apprehensions.*' 

Attention was drawn, on June 18th, to the mtelligence published in the 
medical papers, that Dr. O'Dea had been stricken down ^vith fever at 
Oranmore, and that Dr. Grealy, temporarily appointed in his place, had 
contracted the disease, and, after a short illness, had succuml)ed. In con- 
nection with this. Dr. SiGERSOX proposed the following resolution, which 
was seconded by Sir GEORGE OwEXS and unanimously adopted : — " That 
the Lord Mayor, as Cliairman of this Committee, be requested to represent 
to the Government the services of those members of the medical profession 
who have fallen victims to epidemic fever, the result of exceptional distress 
and famine, in order that due rejognititm of their services ba taken, and an 
allowance be made to their families.'* This resolution was supported, amongst 
othera, by Mr. CiiARLES Kennedy, and by Professor Haughton, who said that 
these lamentable deaths, and others which they all remembered in '4<) 
and '47, would lead to a consideration of the general question that 
must sooner or later be taken up— that is, w*hether gentlemen occupying 
positions such as those they now refen-ed to should not be placed 
in a position similar to that occupied by others in the Anny and Navy 
Department. In accordance with the resolution, a letter was addressed 
by the Lord Mayor to the Right Hon. W. E. Forster, Cliief Secretary, 
stating the prevalence of disease, and its consequences. " In many 
cases, the sickness appears to be the direct result of the insufficient 
and unvaried diet of the poor, dependent for their existence on doles cf 
Indian meal, — in all cases, unquestionably, the extension of disease has been 
facilitated oAving to the great diminution of vital resistance in constitutions 
enfeebled by privations," From fevers, engendered under these exceptional 
circumstances of general distress, three medical officera had died, and it was 
suggested that the State might be fairiy asked to recognise their exceptional 
services by making a grant to the families of those who fell victims. Receipt 
of this letter was duly acknowledged.* 

Whilst this discussion was taking place, the following description of 

the condition of fever-stricken Charlestown was on its way to the Mansion 

House, from the Local Relief Committee, the signature of whose Honoraiy 

Secretary it bears : — 

" I am very sorry to have to say that the state of this poor pirish is daily 
becoming more alarming. The famine fever (and a most dangerous type) is now 

• Subsequently a pfmnt was made to the families of Drs. O'l) on o van and Robinson, 
from the Uoyal Bounty Fund. At its final meeting, the Mansion House Committee 
unanimously allocated £ 1 .')() to the representatives of the three medical officers who had 
fallen victims, to serve both as a recognition of their services and as an encouragement to 
others who should have similar dangers to encounter. 



J Jo Mibu \L ''.mm:--: .>. 

♦ ii,A;r'r if* *if th^ ^n*U fr*^ of iL *Ff c./.r*-r. :Lr •>:K::-:*r w^rr ii«r firrt to lie 

»^»/»rtlv r/iAk^"* if* uriir*-l/virft*: vi-it* to th*r w^!i-:<^J. 4r«i b^^x^-TMi^ui. 1 h^ve ^*>'0 
Ihf'^r fjft'4 hy ffi*' tFii^ ir*^rk to tfi*: Wfrk:j->iw!:. frr.::i uafr !-::> vl.,^vj- :3 w^ilch I ;€*i«i«-. 
^'rJy fh^ w*'*:. U-f'/f" I *f»w th'T wi-low ir/r:i*r to ir.r ::rivr: tT'ca h«rr or^iaans. an<I 
oifly iUf, wall 9if'\rikriki('h mt: fn/wi wFi'-.-v tv: wit.- of a rv^p-^-trrl mrinWr of •»iir 
^ .'/thtuttu-*'. II#-* *\s%u'/*-T*fnA\' ill. Onlv » for:ri:;z'r*t •In -»-. '-n :^r -siiii'- 't.-tv. aivl f.jrtli 
from III" ^Hiw hotmfr w^rit fli'- /•'^rfr— - of i\f ^T\ia i»n>:i*rr ani 2mn:cj»i;'i. aD'i the 
r/»i fiow li/'^ f\Hty/*:rotL*\y ill ifj th^ i*<jrkhou^. 

7'fi'; ^:Xi*'.umou of tli^' rlij^-HH • wa?< coniiiK-:it»>l on au-l <:k-»*;riK»»_J in tlie 
puMi^r Vrt'MH^ uutr*: ^r*f[K:^rially in tli^* Fr^.^mnn* Jonrw^K wlii«;h s^-nt a sjMi-cial 
f'orn'i^.\fhwlf'Ut to iUo diKtnrWfd 'li«rrict#?. ^n^«?*».-qii».*nTh\ the IrtJ'h Titn'^* 
/I'rI'T'l in a similar umuw-r. Sonj*.- [kt?* »ns, in official circK*, ti>«k objection tu 
i\u: tliH '.iiH4'. Ii«'i/i;c H'^^irdo'l hh famin*:— i«*ver, an*l pr«>pinn«:l».M:l et-rtain Wows. 
Out', opinion H*'j:Utt'A to ^rxclii'l*.' t|j^* ojK-ration of faniin»,*, iuik-?s'* me??i.'iiteric 
(#'V'T wi-n* |ir<'Hj;nt ; anotlior, unU-w* land-f«.*iirvj- w»-n- notic-fl : anothtT. 
if typliriH ft'V*:T w«rro oIjw.'FvimL In consequence of this, tli»-' 8ul»jeet was 
aj^ain conwMered at a nieetin*^of the MaiL^ion Hou»j Conmiittee, June 2?<th, 
wlien tli<' I/Mtl; MavoU mi^^eHte^l that a Medical CVmimission should be 
iMMiied. 'I'he following in an extract from the proceeding uf that date : — 

TIm' l>»lci» Mayok Hiiid, with n-Cpn'ru-e to the fever, lie noted tliat, al a meeting 
of iUt; I>t«;MKhH OK MAi:i.BOf«oi;fiii'« Committee ve-terrlav. Dr. Gki3I:4Uaw said it was 
ninU^l to hitfi that it waA iH>t true famine-fever hut t^-phus. =^ 

Mr. I>if.f/»x — He Haul it was refrirtexl to hini^tliat means an official report to him 
tm He;(ii»trar-( General. 

• At the nu\mii<\W'Mt tneetingoi the Duchess of Marlborou^'s Committee, the following 
pror;(fffdin^» are re<:onlecl ; — 

♦* TllK KaKL ok MKATir. — Ih not t}i>hu»fever quite a distinct disease from famine-fever? 
" l>r. (iiclMHiiAW.— Yes, decidedly. 

"TiiK Kahl ok Mkatii^ — ^Then the fever now prevailing in Swineford is not of the 
maw type am that which broke out after the famine of '47 ? 

♦* I>r. (fiilMMllAW.— Certainly not. 

♦* TllK Kaiil ok Mkatii.— 1 should like it to go forth that such a thing as famine-fever 
d(N'M not exist/* 

Kveii ns rej^anls ** famine ''(/>. mild rtilapsing) fever there was official evidence of its 
existeiMM'. In th<* Onicjial lO'turn of Births, Mirriages, and Deaths^ for the first quiirtcr of 
the yi'ur, thtt followin;^ st^^temcnt appears from the local Medical Officer, Lauivncetown 
I >iM}Nn»Hiiry District, nallimiMloe : ** A ciuu'. of famine or rela^wing fever came under my notice 
liiMt wri'k." Dr. Kyan, Disprnwu-y Officer, New Pallas, reported to the Tipperary Board of 
(liiardimiH, on th<' Mrd Fchninry, that "whole families wure in actual starvation. Famine 
fever had crrept into tla; districrt, aini he was attending three jKitients. Two days previously 
in Old I'alliw, a young nuiii aged 21, died of starvation. . . . The poor fellow was on a bed 
in a dark cabin, with a cup of water Iwside him. He had no clothes on him. Never did he 
witiM'HK Hinrh a sight." On the (Jth February, Dr. Tiuffan reported two cases of starvation to 
the (!aHh«'l Board of Ouardians. Others of tlie Medicid Officers have testified to the ex- 
istt'iKM* of relapHing fever, as will l>e found in the accompanying lli'ports. In the same 
iiuaiieily Ili'timi, the Medical Offic^-r of I n isbo lin, ('lif den, relates, " that a woman died, 
nnd her death was due to the wmit of tlu* necessaries of life, at least accelerated by such 
want." Other eases of deaths, resulting from starvation, were reported in the public press, 
in the (list iiiontim of the y«'ar, with particulars of Coroners' inquests, and evidence of the 
Mi'dical Officers, —r.y. at Corofm, Kenmare, and Ferinoy. 
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The Loud Mayofi said he reully iVul not know wlietlier typhus cons'^qiient on 
starvation and want was not somcthin<^ very much of the same ela.)8, but they had a 
gentleman on the Committee, who would be pre-eminently qualified to pive them 
information as reganls the character of this fever, if he would favour the Committee 
by poinj^ down to Mayo. If Dr. Sic;kkson' had time to go down and give them 
information on the subject, it wouhl be exceedingly valuable. 

Dr. Sic;ki:S()N sa'd the observations of the Lord Mayor did him very h*gli honour, 
and he would, of course, phu'e his services immediately at the disposal of the Com- 
mittee, but just for two or three days his engagements woul I prevent him leaving 
town ; after that time, however, he would be free. There appeared to be a- miscon- 
cepticm abroad with regard to this matter of diseiusc. It first was mentioned in the 
Dai/i/ ChfonicU^ a London paper, which stated that famine fever was reported from 
Ireland. The writer said it was to be hoped that this was a mistake— that it wjis 
only typhus fever. It would appear from that and other observations that typhus 
fever was a somewhat benign diseases, and, being a common-place disease, could have 
no connwtion with distress. That wjus a most grievous mistake. Following upon 
famine they might have typhus, tA-plioid, and relapsing fever. They were difFerent 
in type, and that was a subject which was, no doubt, highly interesting to the 
nosologist, but that difference was not a inatt(;r of very great importance to the 
p:itient suffering under the dis 'tise or the country afilicte<l by such a scourge. They 
were all catching diseases, and might spread largely throughout the country. 
Therefore, the difference mentioned did not affect in any degree the principal points 
at issue. Any of the«e diseases might ocx!ur sporadically and not 'necessarily as a 
consequence of famine ; they might have " famine fever," relapsing fever, occurring 
in L<mdon, where it had occurred, and elsewhere. It was originally noticed in 
S<*otland, and having shown itself very prevalent in Ireland afti'r the famine, it 
received the name of famine fever. One question was, whether it luid how occurred 
in Ireland. They had in the Kcgistrar-Cieneral's Reports a statement made by one 
of the local Registrars that he had himself seen a case of famine fever. Typhus fever 
sliowed itself during the famine of 1H4G and 1K47 in great abundance, and that was 
undoubtedly, a result of privation, starvation, and depression of the powers of mind 
and body. If that type were somewhat more familiar to us in Ireland than relapsing 
fever, it was due to the fact that in Ireland the populaticms in the West, and where 
it occurred, had been badly nourished. Typhus luid not been found in other coun- 
tri(»s to the extent to which it had prevailed in Ireland. . It was practically unknown 
in P'rance until the time of tlie Crimean War, and it was rather an exception in 
countries where the population were well fed. So far from being in any respect a 
benign disease, from some statistics that IumI been made in the London Hospital, it 
was found the percentage of (h'atlis was greater in typhus than in relapsing fever. 
The treatment in all thes(; cases nuist proceed on the same principle— the patients 
required such nutritious diet as they could get, and such things as were opposed to 
the depressicm which was produccMl by these disastrous diseases. It was aboluti^ly 
necessary to notice now emphatically and clearly that any statement which would 
seem to suggest that typhus fever was not a consequence of privation was a statement 
contrary to all their scientific knowledge (hear, hearj. And any statement which 
would go to point out that they could have no fever of any particular consequence in 
a country uidess it wen^ " famine-fever," was also utterly opposed to all their medical 
knowledge, and he thought they ought in all their statements oppose the granting of 
the name of famine fever to tiiat particular type of fever known as relapsing fever; 
the three fevers he iiad mentioned might all of th ui be, and uuijuestionably were, in 
certain cases, famine-fevers. In relapsing fever th(» patient retained his conscious- 
ness, appeared to n^cover, and then wns liabl<» to a rehipscj. The otht r fevers depended, 
just like it, upon a privation of nourislnuent, insutrH'ient cl;> hiiig, and the huddling 
of the people together, causing the disease to spreml. Whether it was relapsing fever 
in Charhstown or not was a secondary question ; the main question was, was it a 
disease conscciuent upon insufficient diet and hardships. 
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A resolution was passel that Dr. Siof.rson shouM visit the Wi^st of Irelan*! to 
report on the fever, and authorising him to take another medical man with him as 
an Assistant Commissioner. 

Mr. DiriMMiF. suggested that Dr. SiOKrisoN should visit Oranmorc, where it was 
reported that two doctors had died. 

Ill compliance with the requcRt of the Lord Mayor and Committee, 
Dr. SiGERSOX, accompanied bv Dr. Kexnv, proceeded totlie We^t, and the 
following Reports were transmitted to the (Committee. 

The Commissioners \iHited each locality, without giving pre\n()nR 
intimation of their intention. In not one instance did they find an abuse 
of the charitable funds; in point of fact, it was too manifest that the distri- 
bution of food was veiy insufficient both as regards quantity and quality. 
A few complaints were made, but they came from those who, having some 
small means, had not been granted relief; and it is highly to the credit of 
their clergy that, notwithstanding threats of refusing to pay dues, such com- 
plaints were possible. Tliey prove that the funds were rigorously reserved 
for the most distressed. The general resignation, good order, and absence 
of a mendicant spirit in the districts visited were highly remarkable. 

To all with whom the Commissioners had occasion to confer, whose 
names are recorded in these pagas, and in particular to their Lordships the 
Bishops of Clonfert, Achoxry, and KillaLuV, the thanks of tlie Medical 
Commissioners are sincerelv tendered. 

These Reports have been printed, in accordance with 51 unanimous 
resolution of the Mansion House Committee, at its closing ordinary meeting, 
August 14th, when Dr. Sigerson's final Report was read, and the following 
proceedings took place : — 

Mr. Dillon said he htwl great pleasure in moving that the Report be adopted and 
printed. It was very desiralde that tlie entire series of Reports that luid h»»en 
presented by Dr. Sigi:r<os and Dr. Kknny should be printed in a hook ionii nnd 
distributed amongst the memhers of the House of Commons. Tliey throw a great 
deal of light on the condition of the West of Ireland. He had olwervod tliat in the 
discussion that took place on the previous night in the House of ('onimons, Mr. Forstku 
recognised the value of these reports, and stated that in many instances their recom- 
mendations Iiad heen a<]opted. 

Sir G oiiGK OwKNS seconded the motion. 

The Lord Mayor (Mr. E. D. Gray, ^I.P.,) in his concluding remarks, 
said : — 

To Dr. Srr.ERsov, Dr. Kknnt, and Mr. J. A. F«>x, our tlianks are also due for 
their most valuahle Reports ; and to these gentlemen gratitude is, indeed, due, not 
only from the Committee, but from the country, for liaving, without reward, except 
the reward of their own consciences, given the services tliey did — who went and per- 
sonally inspected the localities, and gave us those Reports, the value of which was 
recoznisod in the House of Commons and hv the Goverinnent, who have acted on 
suggestions of these gentlemen. These Reports will be a lasting record of the work 
done bv this Committee. 
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nv 
GEORGE SIGERSON, Esq., II.D., 

Memfn'r of the Mannlnn House Committee, app-d.Uel to visft the HV*^ of Ireland ^ on 

the outbreak of PWer in that Prorince. 



My Lord Mayor, inr Lords and Gextlemex, 

Having, at yonr request, undertaken to inquiro iis to the causes of 
certain fever outbreaks, and their rehitions to the continued distress, I deem 
it requisite to place this preHininary statement before you. The question 
lias been raised as to whether or not the fever mentioned is " famine fever;" 
and froni some obser\''ation8 made elsewhere, it would soem that certain 
speakers consider that but one kind of fever follows famine, and that this 
must be relapsing fever. Particular emphasis has been given to the denial 
that the fever admittedly prevailing in some localities in the West is similar 
to that observed " after the famine of 1847,'' and the country has been 
congratulated thereupon, and informed that typhus fever is quite a distinct 
disease from famine fever. It is impoi'tant, in presence of such assertions, 
to place the facts immediately in their tnie light. 

Periods of distress, involving physical privations and mental depression, 
have been shown, on unquestionable authority, to be accompanied by 
various diseases. Of these " continued fevei*8 '' may be said to be the 
chief, so far as Ireland is concerned: they have been classified as Typhus, 
Typhoid, and Relapsing. Typhoid fever, sometimes termed enteric, 
pythogenic, and mesenteric fever, maybe eliminated from present consider- 
ation. It is not now in question. MuRCfflSOX, indeed, states that destitution 
does not predispose to this fever, and that the wealthier classes are more 
liable to it than the poor ; but Grisolle has found that, as regards France, 
misery aggravates the disease, and augments the mortality. It existed 
during the famine years, though it is nowhere described as the "famine 
fever.*' 

With respect to typhus, and relapsing fevers, it is admitted that dis- 
tress acts as a predisposing cause in relation to both. Even MURCHISON, who 
would coimect the latter disease more directly with famine, has declared 
that " destitution and deficient alimentation are the most powerful predis- 
posing causes of typhus.'' Of the two, he confesses the latter to be far the 
more dangerous to human life. ** Relapsing, or famine fever," he remarks, 
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" is far from being a fatal disease. As compared with typhus, or |)ythogeuic 
(typhoid) fever, its rate of mortality is extremely small.'* Hence we should 
rather desire that the mild relapsing (or so-called " famine " fev^er) had 
made its appearance than regard typhus fever as the preferable visitant. 

The following extracts from the report of the Census Commission ei-s 
for the year 1851 will show that typhus fever did unmistakably prevail 
during the years of the great famine. At first, it seems to have held almost 
exclusive possession of the country ; later on, concurrently with it, there 
came an epidemic of mild relapsing (so-called ** famine ") fever in 1847 : 
but typhus fever appears to have regained its empire in 1848. 

" 1845. Prevalent diseases : inflammatory fever, small-pox, and scarla- 
tina. Typhus fever greatly on the mcrease in some districts, and becoming 
rife in otheiu** 

'* 184(>. 'J'yphus fever raging to an alarming extent in Mayo. In 
Cavan, great prevalence of ' fever ' of ' a fatal kind,' [therefore not to be 
called * famine fever.'J " 

" 1847. Typhus fever specifically mentioned at Oranmore. * Malignant 
fever ' (typhus) widely prevalent. * The fever embraces various t}^es, — 
the simple, the petechial' (spotted typhus), 'the typhoid, and the purpuric' 
Relapsing fever noticed from Roscommon, Wexford, Cork, and DubUn, as 
an epidemic. But at the Kilmainham Temporary Jlospital, Dr. Curuax 
describes the roadside as strewn with victims of ' the terrible typhus.' 
Bascombe writes that ' virulent small-pox committed great havoc, and then 
typhus prevailed in Ireland.' In the Liverpool petition to Parliament is 
found the complaint that the Irish immigration to that town produced most 
disastrous consequences. 'Dysentery, diarrhoea, small-pox, and typhus 
abound.' " 

" 1848. The occurrence of relapsing fever is noticed. ' True maculated 
typhus fever also prevailed to a great extent, and, towards the spring of 
1848, altogether supplanted the less dangerous form of epidemic (relapsing) 
fever.' " 

The foregoing extracts ^vill be considered, I presume, abundantly to 
demonstrate that typhus fever, which, as we have seen, may be a conse- 
quence of destitution, prevailed in a predominant manner throughout the 
great famine period. This, in fact, has already been declared by medical 
authorities intimately conversant with the diseases which then afflicted the 
country. Whilst the Census Commissioners, in their above mentioned 
Report, group, under the head of*' famine fever," typhoid, typhus, and short 
relapsing fever, they also make special mention of the ravages of Irisli 
typhus. Other authorities are still more specific. Dr. Lyoxs, in his classic 
work on fever, has remarked that " the spotted typhus, it is well known, 
is historically associated in Ireland and elsewhere w^th great famine periods, 
and a depressed and impoverished state of the population." And in a pas- 
sage which, though written twenty years ago, might seem to have been 
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composed yesterday, and in reference to recent allegations, he justly 
observes: "Whilst I admit the frequent occurrence of relapsing fever in 
Ireland, I must be allowed to record here my protest against the statements 
recently circulated, on very insufficient data, that relapsing fever consti- 
tuted the large majority of the famine fevers in Ireland. The contrary of 
this I believe to be the cose; and, ha\nng had large and extende 1 
experience in the last great famine fever visitations of Ireland in 1840, 1847, 
and 1848, I can certify that the maculated typhus was the disease which 
chiefly prevailed, whilst the relapsing fever presented itself only at the 
close of the great typhus visitation. To cite no other proof: we may note 
that the deaths from fever in Ireland in the ten-year period, 1841 — 1851, 
amounted to over 200,000, a mortahty which it is impossible to account for 
on the supposition that the prevailing epidemic was one of relapsing fever, 
which is certainly by no means a very fonnidable or fatal disease.*' 

Finally, side by side with statements made by the Earl of Meath and 
Dr. Grimsiiaw to the efi'ect that " typhus fever is quite (decidedly) a distinct 
disease from famine fever," I would set the following emphatic declaration 
made by a most experienced and eminent authority, the late Dr. Stokes. 
Demurring to the limited application of the term ** famine fever," ho 
remarks : — " In the epidemic of 1847-S, which followed the disastrous famine 
of Ireland, the contagious nature of tlie disease was too well established, as 
shown by the terrible mortality of the members of the medical profes- 
sion, and of many of the country gentlemen. Now, if ever the characters 
of typhus were shown it was then. E verj' form of continued fever occurred 
— in thousands of cases — relapsing fever, tyj)hoid or enteric fever, and the 
worst form of typhus that could be seen." 

Having thus made briefly manifest the relations of distress to different 
tj'pes of fever, and to typhus fever in particular, it is obvious that an 
inqiury into the specific form of fever prevailing in the Western districts 
nnist be of secondary importance to the consideration of the conditions in 
which the disease has arisen, especially if that disease be one so clowsly 
identified with periods of destitution and distress as typhus fever. In this 
investigation, I am happy to say that, using the privilege given me by the 
Committee, I have been fortunate in obtaining the co-operation of 
Dr. J. E* Kenny, whose experience as physician to the North City 
Dispensary district, where much poverty exists, renders his assistance of 
peculiar value. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Mv Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

GEORGE SIGERSON, M.D., Cli.M., &c., 

Dean of the Faculty of Science, C. U. 
3, Clare-streeij July 2nd^ 1880. 
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DISTRICT OF BALLAGHADEREEN (CO MAYO). 

REPORT OF DR. SIGERSON AND DR. KEXNY. 

July m, 188r>. 
Lord Mayor and Gentlemen, 

In compliance with the desire of the Mansion House Committee to 
procure an exact professional account of the conditions and causes of tiie 
fev(?r which has broken out in the Western distress districts, we have the 
lionour to submit the following as our report in connection with the district 
of Ballaghadereen. With the cordial permission of Dr. M'Dermott, the 
Medical Officer, we have visited all the cases of fever in the neighbourhood, 
and we have made a careful inquiry into the circumstances under which 
they occurred. 

The first fact which forcibly struck us was, that all the families in 
which the disease had shown itself had been compelled to subsist on the 
reHef meal allocated by the Local Committee. The next fact was, that 
none others of the inhabitants but these distressed families have as yet been 
attacked. The disease in question is maculated ty}:)hus — a disease which, 
as demonstrated in Dr. Sigerson's preliminary report, depends most parti- 
cularly on deficient nutrition, and has been peculiarly associated with great 
distress periods in Ireland, 

The fever showed itself here, as far as can be determined, simultaneouslv 
in two places about three-quarters of a mile distant. One is in the town of 
Ballaghaderreen, the other on the elevated land adjoining. In one (?ase, 
communication with Charlestown is traceable ; in the other, no conveyance 
of infection is discoverable. As this case is of gi*eater interest, we shall 
briefly note it first : 

The K family inhabits a cabin about three-quarters of an English 

mile from the town, in an elevated district. The sanitary conditions of the 
household are not worse than those which characterise other humble cabins 
in which no disease exists. This family numbers eleven members, and has 
stood in need of relief from the beginning of the Committee's existence. 
Owang to the great pressure of claimants and to limited means, three distri- 
bution days passed before it received any relief. Since then the rate of 
relief has been three stones of Indian meal a-week on three occasions, but 
usually only two stones per week. No other relief was obtained. Some 
small quantity of milk was occasionally got from a cow aged from 15 to 
K) years. Here a daughter, aged about nine, and the mother of the family, 
were stricken down by typhus in the order in wliich they are named, 
and finally a second daughter. The mother died ; the two children are 
convalescent. 

In the case of this family deficient alimentation must be distinctlv 
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arraigned as the great prediRposing agent in the causation of the fever. 
The amount of nourishment which each person could derive from the 
scanty daily dole of Indian meal was plainly insufficient for the support 
of health, and in the struggle for existence the weakest first gave way 
to disease. 

In the case of the family M , all the members had been also on the 

relief list since the beginning, with the exception of one daughter, formerly 
at service in Charlestown. In this place she seems to have caught the 
typhus infection, and returning, she, and subsequently her mother and 
sister, fell sick. lice a;^ain, the mother perished ; the daughters recovering 
slowly. The remaining cases present no facts for special remark beyond 
the circumstance that, being all in abject poverty, the debility of their 
constitutions made them fit subjects for the invasion of the disease. 

In all, eight pereons have been attacked (so far as is known), of whom 
one-fourth (two mothers) have fallen victims. As the average mortahty in 
the London Fever Hospital is 20*89 per cent., it is obvious that the mortahty 
here (25 per coat.) is in excess of the standard. Judghig from the 
evidence of distress and suffering which came before us in the course of 
our investigation of the condition of other poor famihos, we consider there 
is grave reason to apprehend an increase in the number of fever cases in 
this locality. The symptoms of physical privation and mental depression 
were but two frecjuent.* Most of those persons whom we saw, have had 
to depend solely on the allocations of Indian meal, without milk or other 
adjunct ; it waa a rare luxury when " white water '* (composed of a little 
oatmeal and much water) could be obtained.! 

♦ One example, out of many, may be here given of diRtress. The F family con- 
sisted of five persons, of whom the father had recently gone to England to seek work. 
The remaining four were receiving relief from the locid Committee, at the rate of one 
quarter pound of Indian meal and one quarter pound of oatmeal eai;h daily. They had no 
milk. The bed-clothes had been pawned to eke out a subsistence. No out-door relief was 
granted tiiem. Curious to learn how the father had prociured money to proceed to England, 
we made the inquiry. Then only the mother confessed that she had pawned her jacket 
and petticoat to obtain his passage -money. The poor woman was pregnant. 

The nite of distribution of the Indian meal, according to the testimony of the recipients, 
and of the Rev. Mr. O'llara, appears to have been about half a pound per head daily : it was 
sometimes less. Yet, neither in this locality, nor in any other, did the distressed ask us for 
alms— not in one instance. All seemed sad in spirit : a child was not heard to laugh or 
seen to play, in wide districts. 

+ The official report of the Registrar of Frenchpark (Co. Ruscommon), another 
dispensary district of the same Union, gives the following picture of the condition 
of the people in the first quarter of the present year : — 

'' Ttie sanitary state of the district is satisfactory ; the principal prevailing diseiuie 
is bronchitis, wiiich is principally caused by want of clothing and food. The privation of 
the poor is something awful. I have known men to stand working knee-deep in water a 
whole day, and tiieir only food was Indian meal, and not enough of that same, without 
milk, or Hu;^ar and water even. 1 have visited patients who were actually lying on peat, 
without any covering but their clothes.'* [The Registrar here gives the pai-ticulars 
of one case : a young man in fever, whose mother and three sisters had no bed 
to lie on, as a specimen of the hardships endured for want of proper bedding 
accommodation.] '' I think the people ousrht to have oatmeal substituted for Indian, and 
in cases of sickness money ought to be given to enable the people to buy nourishment, 
not Indiim meal, as it proves mjurious to the aged and sick.'* 
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We beg to submit the following recommendations : — 

Ist. In order to prevent as far as possible an increase of fever, it is most 
desirable that the great predisposing cause here — deficient alimentation — 
be made an end of. Poor families, in which there are many children, those 
at all events in most distress, should l)e at once enabled to obtain an 
improved and less monotonous diet — that is to say, oatmeal, potatoes, milk, 
should be supplied them for a few weeks, until the danger be over. 

2nd. A light ambulance should be provided for the conveyance of the 
sick. Nothing of the kind is to be found. Some four or five years ago an 
old breadvan (in which the sick pereon w^as deposited and shut in) was 
used. It was driven by a ragged lunatic. On one occasion formerly a sick 
woman was placed in the " well '* of a car, her legs dangling out, and so 
driven to hospital. The only conveyance at present is a common cart. The 
results plainly must be that the sufferers or their fiiends w411 object to 
removal, and that the physician cannot risk the life of patients by ordering 
removal, when they are suffering from grave depressing diseases, even 
though these are infectious. 

3rd. It is of urgent importance to establish a small hospital in Ballagha- 
dereen. The dispensary district contains a population of 10,000 persons, 
mostly poor, and covers an area of 18 by 11 Enghsh miles. Some parts of 
the parish are distant twenty English miles from the Cestlerea Union 
Hospital, and the conveyance of sick persons for such a distance must be 
often perilous, and in inclement weather almost necessarily fatal. At hand 
we find a spacious military barracks, which, until recently, was in charge of 
one or two policemen as caretakers, and in which at present there are but 
«ix or eight married policemen. One wing of this might be at once employed, 
w^ith the best eflFect, for the purposes of an hospital, and placed under the 
willing care of the Sisters of Charity. If this were done, there would be 
no want of nurses, such as now exists ; no reluctance to reveal the presence 
of fever, little trouble in removing patients, and, consequently, far less 
danger of the spread of infectious disease. 

4th. Finally, as on the State devolves the duty of providing for the 
due disposal of the remains of the unfriended dead," w^e are of opinion that, 
where a person dies of the prevailing disease, without walUng kincb'cd to 
provide for his interment, the Medical Officer should be gi-anted power to 
requisition the aid of one or more policemen, as sanitary assistants, for the 
pui-pose. It should be impossible for salaried agents of order to stand aloof, 
whilst two frail women are obliged, out of charity, to coffin and carry do^vu 
from an upper story the remains of the deserted dead. 

We have the honour to remain, 

Your obedient Servants, 

GEORGE SIGERSOX, M.D., Ch.M. 
Dallaghadereeiu J. E. KENNY, L.R.C.S., &C. 
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CIIARLESTOWN DISTRICT (CO. MAYO). 



SECOND REPORT OF DR. SIGERSON AND DR. KENNi\ 



Uth July, 1880. 
Loud Mayor and Gextlemex, 

It seemed to us necessary to remain three nights in (^larlestown fever 
centre in order not only to investif^ate thoroiiglily the healtli-condition of 
tlie district, but also to give what medical assistance we could, where it 
was nnicli required. There cannot be a question as to the distress being 
here also, the principal, and, in many cases, probably the only cause in the 
l)rodu(;ti()n of maculated typhus — the prevalent disease. All the families 
whom we visited, and we visited almost all whore fever exists, or did exist, 
Avere families whose necessities had compelled them to appeal to the 
Relief Connnittee at an early period.* There was but one exception, and, 
in this instance, it Avas reluctantly confessed that, previous to the outbreak 
of the fever, this family had been forced to live on only two meals a day. This 
family and all the others have been wholly dependent on the action of the 
Relief Committee, whose labours have been incessant, under the direction 
of a pastor, the Rev. Thomas Loftus, who seems to have been placed, 
here by a special Providence. But for this, Cliarlestown might have been 
a charnel-house. 

Typhus fever appears to have first made its appearance in the town 

in the house of the M familv, all of whose members have been on the 

relief list since January. Though we made searching inquiries, we could 
not discover that the disease had been conmiunicated by infection, and 
consequently we are disposed to regard it as arising hero spontaneously 

* The official report of the RegiBtrar of this dispensary district (Lowpark), supplies 
tlie following authentic account of the condition of this locality iu the first months of the 
year : 

" I cannot adequately des^iibe the amount of want and destitution 1 have witnessed 
in thin dintrict during the past two months, and which is fast increasing. The small land- 
holdeift are in great straits, their credit gone, and having been obliged to sell the few 
inisorable head of cattle they possessed to keep themselves and families from starvation, 
and every article of clothing worth anything sent to the pawn-offices. Not one resident 
landlord, or even one qualified to be a Poor Law Guardian, in the electoral division 1 reside 
in. The (luardian lives in another county and union. This being my native place, and 
knowing the state of this part of the country and the people intimately, I must say their 
state can scarcely be worse." 

In corrobonition of part of tins description, it may be added that we were much 
struck l>y the absence of cattle — the emptiness of the pastures, so to speak, in this and 
other areas, (irass was going to waste for want of stock. With respect to the portion of 
this 8tat<.»nient descriptive of the exceptional distress, that has received a most painful 
confirmation in the great outbreak of typhus. 
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First a child fell sick, then mother, father, and secoud child, in the order 
named. A considerable number of other poor famiHes next became its 
victims 

The character of the disease was markedly shown by its course, which 
we traced ; for whilst it mowed down those whose constitutions had been 
debilitated by privations, it has hitherto generally spared families in fair 
circumstances. Sporadically, throughout the rural districts, the maculated 
typhus has shown itself, in isolated places, remote from the town, where 
the inmates had remained apart without communication with any fever- 
stricken peraon. Here the one thing ccmnnon to all was severe distress ; 
•and here, as elsewhere, it is impossible to avoid coming to the conclusion 
that deficient alimentation was the prime factor in the causation of the 
disease. Sanitary imperfections, undoubtedly, are to be found in to\vn and 
coimtry; but time after time we have had occasion to observe dwellings 
surrounded by extremely bad sanitary conditions quite free from the invasion 
of the fever, whilst others at a little distance were assailed, though better 

circumstanced. The house of M*D , for instance, at Kilgariff, dark as 

a cavern and foul as a byre, with a manure pit half full of stagnant water 
at the door, was devoid of all fever, though it was the worst habitation we 
saw in tliie district. Hence we must give to sanitai-y imperfections a 
position of secondary importance. 

The scenes which came under our notice were often most heart-rending. 
Take one case : — 

Entering one house, fairly circumstanced, we were received by the 
mother, pale, worn, feeble, scarcely able to move about after a severe 
attack of fever. Two or three children, convalescents, were sitting in the 
kitchen, and in an inner room lay, far advanced in maculated typhus, her 
father-in-law, husband, and two grown-up daughters. Until a few days 
ago she had to attend to all. Even now, though an old woman had been 
got as nuree, the sick son had been obliged to take the sicker father into 
his bed in order to restrain him whilst delirioua This house is worae than 
a fever ward— it is a fever furnace. The family, throughout this terrible 
time of illness, have been dependent for very life upon the support of the 
Local Relief Committee. 

Other cases have their own peculiarly painful features. In one, that 

of 0*H , at Came, the young husband is a victim ; in another, that of 

J , the wife lies sick, with scarce a rag of bed-clothes. At Balhntadder, 

iu a musty, dark room, two children were tossing in fever on some straw 
on the floor, and another ailing on the poor bed. In an adjoining cabin 
five children had been ailing together ; two were up when we entered, and 
three lying in fever, " heads and points," on an old bedstead, covered with 
a couple of potato sacks. In the midst of their affliction the father gives a 
refuge to an infirm and aged sister. It may be mentioned, as adding to 
the sombre character of the scene, that these people are under notice of 
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ojectineiit.* We had to leave the car on the high rjad, and follow a 
rugged way, made tlivough the bog by the tenants, for the distance of 
about three-quai-ters of an Enghsh mile, in order to reach their habitations. 
These two are the only fever-smitten families who have as yet received 

to' %^ 

out-door relief, so lar as \ve could ascertain. 

One other case to conclude with. After a drive of three miles from 
(/harlestown to Upper Lurga, over a most luieven road, we came within 
sight of a lonely cabin on a bleak moor, of which a few acres had been 
.reclaimed. Descending at s:)me distance, we made our way to the place 
on foot. All was darkness within the hcmse, whence came moans of j)ain 

and invocations. Hearing the voice of the owner, D , saluting us, we 

recpiested the window to be opened. There was no window — nothing but 
a shutter. When this was thrown bac^k we fcmnd the earthen floor covered 
with victims of the destitution fever. At the entrance, their feet near the 
doorway, lay side by side two gi-own yoimg women, aged respectively 21 
and \\) ; beyond, with her head almost touching theirs, was a younger girl, 
aged 14, recovering, but unal)le to move. On the left hand side, on the 
floor, lay the mother of the family in her day-clothes. There was scarcely 
straw enough to keep them oft" the ground, not enough to hide its hardness, 
dcmbly hard to the aching backs of fever patients. What scanty covering 
they had could not be called bed-clothes. The only person to nui*se or 
attend on all was the -worn and wretched parent, aged 50, trembling with 
weakness from want and watching as he stood, and expecting every hour 
to be stricken down, when all would be left to die " within the walls." It 
was impossible to find that they had been exposed to any source of infection. 
There was no one ill of all they knew; '*an(l why the strange disease 
should have come to us on* this wild moor," exclaimed the mother, " we 
cannot know ; God alone knows.*' They had been passed over in the first 
six or seven distributions, and had to sell a little calf to buy Indian meal ; 
their cow had nm dry, but they had got, for a little time, some small quan- 
tity of milk from one lent by a brother. For months they had had 
nothing but Indian meal to eat, and brownish bog-water to drink. These 
are cases of famine typhus if ever famine fever existed. 

We repeat that no out-door relief had reached these cases. Through- 
out the district there was no trace of disinfection, nor could we find any 
disinfectant in Charlestown, except a minute quantity obtained by a private 
individual. An infected house still remained, as it had been closed by the 
chairman of our Committee, not yet disinfected. Our suggestions in 
reference to this and other matters have, however, been cordially received 
by Captiiin Spaight, tli(i Local Government Hoard Inspector. 

Wherever we found exceptional cases of distress, we made a small 
donation to meet immediate wants, and took measures to secure better 

♦ Action was deferred, owing to the postponement of the S¥rineford Assizes, on 
account of the prevalence of fever ; but the evictions were subsequently carried out. 

L 
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provisionfi for the stricken sufferers. The jars of Liebig's Extract sent here 
by the Mansion House Committee have been of great use. As many of the 
families in remote parts found it almost impossible to obtain milk (so 
valuable for fever patients) we telegraphed for cans of condensed milk> 
which arrived before we left Charlestown, and which will do excelleat 
service. 

In conclusion, we lay before your Committee the following suggestions, 
which we trust will be acted upon by the proper authorities : — 

1st. The pohce should be directed to act as sanitary assistants, and to 
proceed forthwith to disinfect all places requiring disinfection. They should 
likewise be required to help in the removal of the sick, and not make it 
necessary that the pa«tor should himself have to carry out patients. 

2nd. Charlestown should be recognised as a fever centre until the time 
of danger be past. A vice-guardian should reside here to keep all sub- 
ordinates active. An assistant medical man ought to be appointed, and a 
small temporary hospital might be fitted up, with a proper staff of nurses, , 
not now to be found. 

3rd. The sick should be immediately supplied with milk, floiu-, and 
oatmeal, and some stimulants; the diet of the convalescent famiUes should 
be other and better than Indian meal, if they are to recover; and the 
dietary of the distressed should be xmiversally and at once improved, if 
the extension of this terrible disease is to be arrested. 

We have the honoiur to remain, 

Your obedient Servants, 

GEORGE SIGERSON, M.D. 

J. E. KENNY, L.R.C.S. 
Sfioineford^ 
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SWINEFOED AND FOXFOKD DISTRICTS^ 



THIRD REPORT OF DR. SIGERSON AND DR. KENNY. 



July im, 1880. 
Lord Mayor and Gentlemen, 

If disrespect for sanitary precepts sufficed of itself to cause the 
production of maculated typhus, that disease should be endemic in Faheens. 
This hamlet, which is ^vithin a few miles of the town of Swineford, is unique 
of its kind. No road nor lane leads to it, nor are any streets to be foimd 
within it. On leaving the highway wo had to get over two or three 
fences, follow the course of a stream, traverse a field path, and finally 
(under a heavy shower) we crossed the wall of a mire-pit, trod along its 
margin, and were at once in the centre of an irregular group of cabins. 
Each cabin has its midden-stead or manure-pit, the narrow borders of 
which serve as paths. There are about forty habitations, some huddled 
together, others straggling apart. 

Now, contrary to all pre-conceived theories, this hamlet has been 
remarkably free from fever for a number of years. Testimony to this 
effect is bonie by the energetic clergyman, the Rev. Mr. COXLAN, who, 
during the four years of his mission here, knew of but one case, and that 

in the vicinity of Faheens. Maurice C , himself a convalescent, recalling 

this case, marks it out as an exception in his long experience as a resident 
in the village. The professional knowledge of Dr. O'Grady (fortunately 
recovering from an attack of typhus caught in the zealous discharge of 
his duty) confirms this evidence, during a decade of years. Though to 
some it may appear strange that such a thing should be, it will not surprise 
those who have read the account given of a very similar hamlet* in the pages 
of Stokes, and who recall the pointed admonition to sanitarians by that 
illustrious authority, warning them against permitting theories to take 
precedence of facts. \ 

* Similar, but much worse, for ** where the tenement had not the easement of a dung* 
pit or yard, or right to part of the.common way, the manure was stored in the dwelling-* 
house. But nevertheless, this town has always been a remarkably healthy place.*' It is 
suggested that there were two great advantages in favour of health : — an ample supply of 
the very best water, and smoky houses — ^peat smoke having antiseptic properties. — Stokes* 
Continued Fevers, Appendix A. London: Longmans. 1874. (Edited by J. W. Moore, M.D.) 

t Discussing the causes of fever (cap. V., loc. cit,) Dr. Stokes expressed his belief that 
<* too much stress had been laid upon miasmata resulting from impeilect drainage, or the 
want of ventilation, and of public cleanliness in general.'* lliey may, he admits, deteriorate 
the physical and moral condition of the people, and so help to increase the mortality of an 
existing epidemic. There is, he points out, a tendency in many minds to attribute great 
phenomena to too limited a cause or causea. Thus, some form of essential disease arises 
and spreads, imperfect sewerage is discovered and the evil abated ; then *^ the sanitarians 
triumphantly appeal to the circumstance as proving that the outbreak was the direct result 
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^Vhat, then, has beeu the cause (»f the outbreak ofniacuhitecl t>q)husiii 
FaheeiiB, since sanitary disrespect did not pnxhice it ? Not infection, we 

find; fo;* the j)erson in Avhom tlie disease first appeared, Man* C , and 

who died of it, was noted for lier hmne-staying disposition ; whilst the 
village, on account of its secluded position and poverty, has little intercouree 
wth other paiis. The adult nmlcs (here as elsewhere in Mayo), being 
generally away, labouring in England, do not, of course, go forth and return 
da'ily. Owing to their absence, the women and the children (when these are 
not at school) are engaged either about their houses or in field and bog 
work in the vicinity of their homes. There is but one element discoverable 
making this season to differ from preceding seasons, and that element is 
the pressure of exceptional distress. 

The victims to the disease here, as in other places, were those whom want 
compelled to appeal to the local relief committee. On the doli!^ gi-anted 
them, and on that alone, had the family subsisted in which the fever first 
manifested itself. The Connnittee, owing to the gi'eat demands of a large 
■parish, was unable to give this family of five persons more than two stones 
weekly of Indian meal, and they themselves could not procure milk. Of the 
five, four fell sick, and two of these four died. It is Superfluous to add that 
such results must be attributed to the veiT deficient alimentation. 

Once a focus of fever has been created, it is, of course, likely to spread 
by infection and thus the disease extended through several families in 
Faheens, whose names were amongst the first on the reh'ef lists. At 
Cullaun, likewise, where the fever ai)peared early, the fann'ly had been 
forced by misfortune on the relief list at the very beginning of the year. 

Now, as a counter test, we may refer to certain habitations in the town 
.of Swineford. There are some cabins here whose unsanitary conditions 
rival, if they do not exceed, those of the houses at Faheens. Some are 
sunken under the level of the street, green and grimy externally ; dark, 
dirlv, and smokv Avithin ; whilst a few feet from their doors stretches a 
decomposing dung heap. There has been no fever in these. Neither has 
there been fever in others, small, overcrowded, and foul to look at, which 
are to be observed in another direction. The inmates, though poor, of 
these town cabins, have not had to suffer the extreme privations of their 
'rural compeers, and have thus escaped the inroads of the fever, although 
the unsanitary conditions of the cabins were equal in all. 

of the alleged nuisances, and perhaps of them alone. By this line of argument many 
sanitarians, who have not received a scientific education, and who know but little of the 
history of disease, hold that such removable influences may originate diseases, which are 
themselves dissimilar. But the question befoit? us is : Are those influences in this country 
the sole or the chief cause of fever V It is diflicult to believe that they are, " because, in poor 
dwellings in Ireland, where such influences are but too constant and too general, the pro- 
duction of fever, whether sporadiciUly or epidemically, is incouKtant and iiregular in the 
hkdiest d^ree. Why should these causes produce fever at one time, and not at another? 
'"Waj should diatricts remain for years free from fever, whilst the supposed exciting 
i^0pn lemainB in full force? Or, again, why, if the cause be constant, should the epidemic 
of the fever vary ? '' 
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Ilavin^i; pr:)ciired HkIs of the . acliniswons, agen, and deaths of fever 
patients admitted to Swineford for tlie past mouth, wc have carefully 
tabulated them, tjiken per-(*entages, and compared the results with those 
i^'cordcd l)y Muuciiisox, . Children -tjikeii with typhus geuibrally escape 
death — a cireumstance familiar to Irish physicians — but wo regi'et to be 
forced to the conclusion that for patieuts of more advanced years, these 
tables show a greater mortality than the standard named. . This is mauiT 
festly the case if we compare the results which concern ages above twenty, 
and very markedly evident if, eliminating ages above ijixtv, we compare 
facts relating to ages from twenty to sixty. As we cannot doubt that diie 
care was bestowed on the patients in hospital, we must infer that their con- 
stitutions, even in the prime of hfe, were so enfeebled by lack of sufficient 
food as to diminish their chances of recoven'. 

S^nneford, a passably })r()sperous town, is well-nigh free from typhus. 
The cases which we have seen in its envircms are convalescent. In the 
Foxford district we have seen sove.rul cc)nvalescent cases, and some still 
suffering. Before leaving the hitter kcality the discovery of certain other 
cases of typhus fever was reported to us. It should be added that disorders 
other than ty[)hus fc^vcr may result from* insufficient nutrition. Gastric 
troubles of various kinds mav first show themselves; these we found 
immerous in the Charlestown district. Then, at a more intense degree, 
come dysentery, dian-hoea, and t\^hoid, of which We found numerous 
exan){)les iji the Swineford and Foxford districts. The history of the cases 
unifunnly showed that the sufferers, children in most instances, had beeij 
compelled to subsist for a long time on Indian meal ponidge, without 
milk. It gives us pleasure to bear our testimony to the courtesy, goodwill, 
and humanity of the vice-guardians, and the medical and lay inspectors ot 
the Local Government Board. The reforms now made fulfil, to a certain 
extent, the desires already expressed in our reports, and some suggestions 
which we took the liberty to offer have been promptly acted on. Disin- 
fectants have been sent over in quantity to Charlestown, and an improved 
diet has been ordered for the sick and convalescent. On our arrival at 
SxWneford, we found that the dietary of the distressed had been judiciously 
varied by the allocation of one third oatmeal to two-thirds Indian meaL 
At Faheens, however, the inhabitants informed us that they had, up to the 
day of our amval, received nothing but Indian meal, insufficient in quantity, 
from the relief officer. The vice-guardians have ordered that this be 
rectified. 

We are, indeed, happy to state that, whatever theories may bo afloat, 
the authorities here act upon the principle that a variation of the dietary, 
and more and better food, are the best remedies against the increase and 
extension of the destitution-diseases. This is the principle we have 
advocatcil ; at the same time we desire to see a more connnon use of 
disinfectants, to prevent spread of fever by infection, and we trust that the 
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houses at Faheens and elsewhere will be promptly disinfectecL For that 
purpose, we would again recommend that the services of the police should 
be availed of; 

From whatever cause, whether from over-work, want of system, or 
want of good Avill, the relieving officers dq not (in certain instances) appear 
to carry out efficaciously the task laid upon them. In some cases w^e have 
foimd families fairly reheved and duly grateful, in other instances families 
have been apparently overlooked. Nor is it becoming that crowds of 
women from rural places should remain all day, and late into the night, 
beseeching aid in the to^vn. All who merit assistance should be promptly 
relieved in the forenoon, and all others -dismissed at once. 

We have the honour to remain, 

Yoiu* obedient Servants, 

GEORGE SIGERSON, M.D., Ch.M. 

J. E. KENNY, L.R.C.S. 

Ball but. 

P.S. — We regiet to state that the death has been reported to us of the 
poor mother whose exclamation in reference to the strange disease coming 
to them on the wild moor we noted in our last. Before dying, at all events, 
she had something better than bog-water to moisten her parched lips.* 

* Unhappily, we are infonned, her two elder daughters have nnoe fallen Tietimg. 
Thus, out of that family of ^ye persons, only the aged father and his youngest child suiriye. 
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DISTRTOTS OP BALLINA AND KILL ALA. 



FOURTH REPORT OF DR. SIGERSON AND DR. KENNY. 



19th July, 1880* 
Lord Mayor and Gentlemen, 

Wherever we pass, we find, as a rule, that many more cases of desti- 
tution-diseases exist than have come under the cognizance of the officials. 
Their reports, consequently, do not always give an adequate idea of the 
amount of sickness prevailing in a given area. Families, stricken with 
fever, are very reluctant to make the fact known, because all intercourse 
Avith theur neighbours would be iimnediately stopped. They would be 
regarded as plague-stricken, and their houses avoided by alL Hence they 
do not, in very many instances, inform even the Dispensary Medical Officer, 
and thus numerous cases may exist over a large district, whilst only a very 
few have been brought under his notice. 

Thus, in one of the districts which we examined (Charlestown), vfQ 
found it stated that there was but one case of fever present ; within this 
same area we ourselves witnessed nineteen victims of fever (distinctly 
maculated typhus in every case, save two). These were confined to bed. 
In addition to these, within the same district, we investigated the circmn- 
stances of seven families, who, having suffered from typhus fever, had 
members convalescent indeed, but still presenting in their enfeebled frames 
the after-consequences of the disease. It is quite plain that, to judge from 
the facts concerning this district, official statistics relating to disease lack a 
solid foundation. Let it be understood, however, that we do not give this 
as a type of what occurs elsewhere : we mention it here to emphacdse oar 
statement regarding what we have observed in other localities, namely, that 
many cases of destitution-disease do exist which are not on the official 
register. This fact will, we believe, be frankly acknowledged by the 
Medical Officers themselves. 

The health of the inhabitants of Ballina was considered to be so good 
that, on Saturday, July 17, the Guardians contemplated dismiwwng' tfe 
assistant relieving officer* On the previous day, however, the Ker-. 
McNuLTY having mentioned to us the names of ten families in the 
of the town, of whom thirty-eight individuals were fever TiciiB& mawst 
lying, some convalescent, we proceeded to inspect several of 
Within a mile of the town we entered the c<>ttage of W. B- 



road-side. On the left, lay the emaciated father, still imaUe to xaae, sul a 
j^lj^ter aged nine, in macolated typhus; on the rig^ far lobe snioisc. 
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Btrufk (loHii a (lay ov two bt-lorc liy tlie «mic Uiiseasu. A siek iiifaut 
occupied the cnidlc, and aiiotliLT child, rtecntly Buffuriiis fi'<"» ftiver, was 
able to gp about. The mau had, like otliere, coiicwilod Inn distress in the 
begimiihg, and only gut rolief-mfJil from the ( 'ominittec ii> Ftbniarj'. They 
had had no milk, and wero able -to obtain only mi ii.wiffieient amonnt of 
Indian meal ; . hweetehed water, or weiik', cheap etjtfeo rcplared the milk for 
the ehildren. It vraB tlieii runiarked by tbowe wlio bninghf the aid that the 
semi-starved baby v.-an cfjvered M-ith long, downy hair on the face, arms, 
uu3 bands. We note thin becaiwe {though unknown to thoHc who uaiTatcil 
it) such a gi-owtli was occasionally obHLrve<l in victitiis of di«oaBe during 
the great Famine. 

In this family there are eight per*,iiin in all, utterly helplcRS. The 
am<mnt of ont-door relief they have received during their illness has been 
at the rate of two sliilliDgs and sixpence a-week. Tliis, of conrse, is quite 
insuflicieut to pi-ovide an adeqnato supply i.f proper nutriment for 
such an afflicted family. Without going into further details, we may 
Bay that the other oases visited were found to be more or less similarly 
situated. 

All have been recipients of aid in ludiau meal from the beginning ; and 
to the fact that the dole here has beeu somewhat larger than in certain 
other districts we attribute the comparatively slight mortality. Indian 
meal, however, even when sufficient in quantity, has not approved itself 
capable of sustaining healthy life by itsulf, or with the scanty adjuncts 
obtainable by the distressed. This we find to bo likewise tlio opinion of 
Dr. Scott, the Dispensary Medical Officer of Ballina, who has observed the 
occurrence of fever, in previous yeara, at seasons when the poorer families 
were reduiJed to Indian meal as a continuing diet. In connection xx-ith this 
subject, it should be borne in mind (when previoiis fevers are mentioned) 
that for the last two years the peasantiy suffered severely, and that the registry 
of last year presented an iinexampled rate of mortality. The beneficent 
intervention of Relief Committees has prevented that excess of <leaths from 
being this year exceeded. 

■ AVe are happy to say that the Ballina Guardians, on being apprised of 
■the true state of thiugs, receded from the intention of dismissing the assis- 
tant relie\-ing officer, and have given directions in favour of liberal relief, 
which, it is to bo hoped, will be dniy carried into execution. The economic 
advantage of pronq>t assistance in cases where infectious disease afflicts tlic 
poor ought to hi thoroughly imderstood. AVant of such aid may cause the 
spread of the disease in ways that we have already mentioned, and in the 

follo\ving niunner:— When, early in spring, K died (of fever), the 

family took the blanket from his bed and pawned it, in order to procm-e 
money to burj- him. Another instance ni' ihv suhk- kiiji! In ic|">il, il tn nsiiH 
liaving happened last autumn, when tlu' ln.d itself wuw pawned. Uf c-iiuse, 
these articles had not been previously diKiufccte^iMjttMMHj^Htti^Jl 
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18 unnecessary to point out how such actions may b^' efficient in spreading 
disease. 

To Kilcummin and llathlacan, a distance of about fifteen English 
miles, we proceeded on Saturday, from Ballina, passing through Killala^ 
The Board of Guardians here appeared to be under the impression that the 
lieulth of the Union left little to be desired: a careful examination of the 
state of the locaUties, named above, has, however, led us to entertain a 
directly different opinion as regards these areas. 

At Kilcunmnn we observed four or five cases of fev(^r, and here 
the tji^e seemed to vary from that we had hitherto studied, and relapses 
to show themselves, as noted by Dr. McNuLTY, the effi.cient Medical 
Officer of the district. These patients, though in (Ustress, and on the 
(Jomniittee lists, were somewhat less badly off than those in whcnn 
maculated tj'yhus, without relapse, had been observed. The rela])seM 
came on without being traceable to dietetic eiTors. It lias been remarked 
l)y the gentleman named that here, and at Foghill, fever prevailed 
before the distribution of relief; that it diminiKhed as aid was gi'anted, 
and that it began agam to show itself when the amount of relief given 
was decreased. 

Rathlacan siu-passes any village we have yet seen for the mnuber and 
variety of the fever cases within it. This irregular group of cabins is 
situ«ated on shelving rocks, sloping towards the entrance of Killala Bay, at 
•its westx^rn sido. Its position (mght to enable it to rank amongst the 
healthiest of hamlets. The houses numb(?r about fortv-five, nearlv a 
hundred fewer than in former times. The evening had fallen when we 
visited it, and thus all the inmates were at home. Kocky ledges and loose 
stones form the streets. In the centre of the village is a well, not altogether 
free from the suspicion of soakage. Passing from cabin to cabin, we dis^- 
covered, with interest and surjDrise, that the hamlet might be regarded as 
a museum of assorted fevers. Maculated t}q)lius in one house was followed 
by tj-phoid in the next; a third showed an example of fever with relapses; 
and a fourth a specimen of dysenteric' (Uarrhoea. There were, in all, eleven 
cases of fever, where the persons were confined to bed ; two cases of con- 
valescence from fever ; and two or three cases of other ailments in this 
imduly portioned and strangely fortuned village. All the famihes have 
been receiving aid, in Indian meal, from the Connnittee, since its beginning; 
and are manifestly veiy poor, though the men combine fishing with culti- 
vation of small plots of ground. Milk was rarely and but scantily to be 
had. Only one family in this village had been reported as sick to the 
active medical officer of the district. Dr. Madden, who promptly saw the 
patients and ordered relief. 

On investigating tho matter, we learned with amazement, that the 
guardians diminish considerably the relief ordered, after the firnt week,— s(j 
that the sufferers are deprived of due nouiishment when they most reipiin) 
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it. Rathlacan is some eight English miles from Killala ; and we are 
informed by the Rev. Mr. Conway that the most remote parts of the district 
are nearly twenty-three English miles distant from hospital. But there is 
no vehicle save a common, springless country cart, for the conveyance of 
patients. The Rev. Mr. Nolan, Chaplain of the Union Workhouse, informs 
us that there is no place for fever patients there, except a disused ward 
over the chapel, frequented daily by the inmates. It would certainly be a 
perilous experiment to attempt to place them there, but all such danger is 
avoided in a very eflPective, but singular manner. Dr. Madden, Dispensary 
OflScer of Ballycastle, has stated to us that he was informed by Mr. James 
Mat, Relieving OflScer, that the latter had received directions not to admit 
any fever cases into the workhouse, as there is no fever hospital in the 
Union I 

This is beyond comment If prompt measures be not taken by a 
liberal increjise of properly varied food to the yet healthy inhabitants, and 
of appropriate nourishment for the sick, Rathlacan will soon be a thorough 
plague-spot^ Due sanitary action should be immediately taken, and care- 
fully carried out. Utterly deficient alimentation and imperfect sanitation 
combine to create the diseases here. In connection with this subject, it 
may bo added that the condition of the poor would have been much 
bettered had the work of pier-building on the neighbouring shores been 
commenced. 

From Rathlacan we crossed Killala Bay to Inniscrone, in which several 
new cases of typhoid, or enteric fever, have appeared within the last few 
days. There is here a startling absence of sanitary care on the part of the 
authorities, whose neglect should be at once remedied, and a due amount of 
out-door relief given where at present it is denied^ In relation to this 
district, we shall make further observations in our next report 

We have the honour to be, 

Your obedient Servants, 

GEORGE SIGERSON,M.D-,Ch.M. 
Ca$tkbar. J. E. KENNY, LJLGS., Exa 
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DISTEIGTS OF INNISCRONE (SLIGO) AND 

LOUISBUEGH (CO. MAYO). 

FIFTH REPORT OF DR. SIGERSON AND DR. KENNY. 



July 2m, 1880. 
Lord Mayor and Gentlemen, 

Inkiscrone, a favourite watering-place in the West, is 'well ritiiated 
on the eastern shore of Eillala Bay. Its position, Uko that of Rathlacan 
on the opposite side, should entitle it to a more than usually fair bill of 
health. The land slopes downward towards the sea, the cottages are 
somewhat cleaner than others we have seen, and the people in ordinary 
years must be rather better-circumstanced. Nevertheless, this hamlet 
and the adjoining area have suffered vastly from fever (chiefly typhoid) 
throughout the past season. Some cases occurred in the closing moutlis 
of last year ; but the disease began to show its greatest severity after the 
end of January. In the small hamlet of Inniscrone the fever visited twenty- 
four houses, where thirty-one females and forty-seven males have suffered 
from its presence. Of these (including one case close by) four persons have 
died. At least as many more have been fever-stricken in the adjoining 
district. 

It is a noteworthy thing that all who have suffered from fever, with 
scarce an exception, had been suffering from distress. Their names 
are on the list of the Local Relief Committee, It is, therefore, imperative 
to conclude that insuflicient alimentation here again has acted as the chief 
predisposing cause. The distribution of Indian meal was, owing to 
straitened means, necepRarily irregular, and often very scanty. Milk was 
rarely to be had. Out-door relief was seldom given, and (it was stated) 
only to those who could work. Again, the wages of many who did labour 
were, in case of State-aided works, withheld from the labourers for rent 
arrears. Hence such work did not add to the resoiu-ces of the distressed, 
who w^ere compelled to subsist on what charitable doles of Indian meal 
they could obtain. As a consequence, there was great moral and physical 
depression in the district. In the village we observed the most marked 
neglect of due sanitary care on the part of the local authorities. An open 
sewer passes by the road-side, close to a well, along a number of cottages, 
the inmates of which have to step over it before reaching the highway. 
Typhoid fever had shown itself in these cottages, finding a ready prey in 
the enfeebled constitutions of the inhabitants, and extending in the usual 
waj. 
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The M family dwell near, in a neat, dean cDttage, fairly fnrnislied, 

and not overcrowded. Two of the younger nienibers, we were informed, 
had just recovered from the disease ; four were lying wliou- we eiitered : 
the father, in febncula, his S(m, aged fifteen, and his two (laughters, aged 
respectively seventeen and tAventy, suffering from typhoid fever. There 
had been no aid given by the Kelieving^ Officer. There were no disinfec- 
tants psed. Connnentinpf on the existence of the sewage stream and jxjoIs, 
we were informed bv the Rev. Mr. Irwix that, at the ilarch Extraordinarv 
Presentment Sessions, he had called attenti(»n to this iniisance, but all 
action with regard to it was refused. We camiot doubt that such strange 
neglect must bear the blame of having contributed to the extension of this 
deplorable diselise. Anothei' instance of unwise parsimony must be men- 
tioned in the refusal of the Guardians of Dromore West to appoint an assisr 
taut relieving officer to a district which, extending over four parishes, was 
HO severelv stricken with fever. It is self-evident that one individual could 
not attend to the wants of such an area, if its inhabitants had been properly 
relieved. They were not, and the disease had full swav. 

The food of the tlistressed should have been promptly improved, and 
a suitable dietary supplied to the sick. C}enerally, we were informed that 
,no relief was given to the fever-smitten. At Corballa, we found that in the 

ciasc of the family of B , a small sum was given; the family numbered 

nine merabei*s; when eight of these were sick, a dole of three. shillings and 
fourpence was granted — being about one-fourth of what the Swineford 
Vice-Guardians considered necessary in a case where seven members of a 
family were ill. Near at hand we found another fever-case, that of the 
gffl C ^, whit*li had not been rejioi-ted to the Medical Officer. No out- 
door relief had been received, and we were pitifully told that the yellow 
meal did not agree with her, it " turned on the stomach." The mother had 
been sick, and the father died after four days' acknowledged illness. 
There are, probably, many such cases which have not been reported.* With 
respect to the type of disease prev^ailing in the district, it has been princi- 
pally typhoid fever ; there have been some instances of typhus, however, 
and we have noted certain cases wliich presented the characteristic 
symptoms of relapsing, or so-called famine-fever. The patients had 
experienced pains, green vomitus, and perepired profusely ; there was 
•temporary convalescence, and, then, after an interval, a relapse supervened. 
•In one instance, the symptoms during the relapse were more severe than on 
ithe first invasion of the disease. 

» 

* From the Bev. Mr. O'Hara, Adiu., a list of thirty-cij^ht fever-stricken x>atieiit8 haa 
'been reqeived, being the number which came under his notice since his arnval in the 
•tteriih of CafUecnnnor, May 8th. Other cases, however, had previousfy occurred. 
.^illMiia Jt no Jttempt whatever," he writes, «* made in the direction of nursing these 
^M|ptiyjnd^^''to fMiiOTJpg ^em tp the IJniou hospital, seven miles off, it is never 

rJtaal^tl.aiB .tdl4 it would take a pair of strong hoi-ses to draw Hk* 
nd I am not aware of its liaviug been ever used.*' 
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Iiiiiiscrone is almost eight English miles distiint from the Uiiicm Hos])ital 
(Dromore West); the most remote part of the district is about thirteen miles, 
As in the Killala Union, there is no conveyance but a common countiy 
cart. 

LOUISBURCill. 

On our way to this region, we were infonned that scmie cases of fever 
had appeared at Clonkeen, near Castlebar. It was further stated tliat the 
Rev. Mr. Walters and Dr. IjYDOn have themselves been obhged to coftiii 

und cany out the C()ii:)se of a peraon named 1) , wlio had died of tlie 

"Inuch-dreaded disease. At Louisburgh, we were tol<l that a magistrate's 

order having been issued for the removal of the fever-patient K , th<^ 

Relieviiig Officer asked lielp from the poHce, which was refused. 
• This district appears to have suffered to an almoHt simihir extent with 
Inniscrone. One hundred and twelve persons are known to have been 
•affected with fever, and of thi^se six died. It is acknowledged in tliis, as 
in other localities, that many cases have, in all probability, been conc(^aled. 
Dr. GuiFFiN tells us that he believes there were many cases to which his 
attention was not called. As to the cause of the disease, he has no h(?sitation 
in ascribing most of the cases to improper alimentation, whilst not over- 
•looking the action of sanitary causes. At present there ar<i but few 
confined to bed, but there are many convalescents throughout the district, 
who require a dietary that they cannot get. At Culaghan, we visited tlu? 
K)'M — *- family, rt^gardcd as in better circumstances than many. First, a 
chihl took sicrk at school ; the disease extench^d, till four members of the 
family were prostrated. 'J'he father <lie(l of th(^ fever, and the widow is 
striving on with the aid of her children, the eldest, a girl, being eleven years 
of age. A boy, still unw(jll, is partly able to sit up. To reach this hamlet, W(» 
had to cross over fences, bogs, and rock-liMlges, for there is neither road 
nor lane to Culaghan. In many cases, it a))pears, all or nearly all, th(i 
members of the families attacked were prostrated by disease. In four 
instances, five niembers were stricken ; in two instances, six ; in one family, 

eight suffered; and in another, that (»f F. I) , the father, mother, 

and the ten children were all smitten by the fever. The type of fever 
which principally prevailed was typhus. Some cases of relapsing fever 
were observed by Dr. Guiffin, at Coolacoon, and we noted its occun-ence, 

in the case of B , at Finune. 

As regards the question of relief, none of thesi.» sorely-stricken families, 
Siive four (of whom two were soon put off the list), obtained any out-do(n- 
relief. They had all been on the lists of th<^ KeHef Committees for months 
before their sic-kness ; and, with the few exci^jtions mentioned, they had 
onlv this charity to depend on througlnrnt. The Kehevmg Officer (a l)aihff 
on\ho estate ef a gveat absentee proprietor) had, we lomid, earned the 
thanks of (Hstr(^ss:Ml families by snggestmg then- names to the Local 
. Committee. The Hcv. ^M^"^ •'^^'^''^ informed us that the same official 
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(personally humane) was directed to attend meetings of the Local Com- 
mittee, and to remove from the list of out-door reUef the names of such as 
received reUef there. That Ust, however, must be in miniature. Pubhc 
and sanitary works are much required, especially at Louisburgh, where the 
people are still drawing water from the river, below the out-fall of a small 
open sewer. One well appears to be judged suflScient to supply the wants 
of the township. Perhaps the most painful circumstance in connection 
with the question of destitution-disease, in this area, is the fact that some 
of the first cases of fever showed themselves amongst the children at school 
It was stated that they brought home the fever with them. The school- 
master, himself, a man extremely prudent, caught the infection from them, 
and died of it. Struck by a circmnstance which differentiates this district 
from othei-s aheady visited, we made inquiries, and found that tliis locahty, 
unlike the rest, had received no grants to provide food for the school- 
children. The coincidence is too marked to bo accidental There is a 
lesson here, which, we trust, will be borne in careful remembrance. 

The vast extent of this district, including as it does some islands, and 
the rugged character of large portions of it, render conveyance of patients 
to Westport (a long day's journey from Gowlan), a thing practically 
impossible. A cottage hospital at Louisburgh would be of undoubted 
service. 

The potato bhght has, unfortunately, made its appearance here to a 
very considerable extent Even the Champions show spots on the leaves 
and decay at the roots, but not to an alarming degree as yet. 

GALWAY COUNTY^ 

DISTRICTS OF OUGHTERARD, ROSMUCK AND CARRAROE. 

Judging from what has come under our own observation, there has been 
much more effort made to provide, by pubUc road works, for the employ- 
ment of the distressed and the. improvement of the county in Gal way, than 
in Mayo, where it is much required. In the southern county, also, there 
has been a certain amount of out-door reUef granted, which, however, has 
been inadequate to the necessities of the time. Here, as in Mayo, it is 
evident that numbers would have perished but for the prompt action of the 
Relief Committees. The distress, of coiUTse, must continue imtil August 
ushers in the harvest, and, it is feared by competent authorities, that dis- 
ease will re-appear or increase if the peasantry are obliged to havo recourse 
too soon to the unripe tubers, especially when unable to obtain meal. 
With these preliminary observations, we now proceed to refer to special 
localities : — 

OUGHTERARD. 

In this district the Medical Officer, Dr. Breretox, informed us that he 
h^id not this year remarked any cases of purpura hajmorrhagica (land 



OUGHTERARD AND BOSMUCK DISTRICTS, GALWAT. 151 

fictirvy), which he noticed here previously. On the other hand, there has 
been a large number of cases of typhus, typhoid, " gastric '* and scarlet 
fevers, and some diphtheria, which appears to have been very fatal. The 
number of visiting tickets had, in a given space, increased from thirty to 
eighty-four, or neai-ly threefold, and a medical assistant would, we were 
told, have been of advantage. From the Kev. Mr. Craddock we received 
a list giving the names and residences of fifty-two persons who had been 
suflFering from the various diseases. Everyone of these had been on the 
lists of the local Committees, otherwise, it was stated, they would have 

starved, so destitute were they. We visited the H family at TuUagha- 

cot, of whom five had been sick ; two were still lying in typhus. This 
family had been first on the Committee's relief list. Some out-door relief 
had been given, but the visit of a mmse (were it but for a few days to give 
proper instructions in dealing with the sick), and the employment of disin- 
fecting agents, are much to be desired. 

It should be added that deficient or improper food acts as a predis- 
posing cause for all the diseases named. 

ROSMUCK. 

Remote, in one of the wildest parts of Conncmara, lies the district of 
Rosmuck, composed of mountains, moors, granite rocks, long winding 
creeks, intricate straits, and many islands, occasionally inaccessible. Green 
patches of ripening crops, fenced by high walls of loose stones, and inter- 
spersed by erratic boulders and pyramids of gi-eat gi'ey pebbles, gathered 
from the field, attest the incessant industry of the peasant, striving against 
innumerable obstacles. Largo breadths of this district are utterly without 
roads, or even lanes. Sea- wrack for manure, turf for fuel, crops for market 
— all must be carried on the backs of men or horses, to or from the shore or 
distant highway when necessary. Then, with a thrust of the hand, the 
stones fall from the loosely-built walls, and a gap is made for the passage 
of the burthen. 

To visit fever-stricken Camus,* a portion of this distiict, we had to 

* Mr. Tuke visited Camus on the 2nd of April, and thus descril>es its aspect then : 
*^ Half-a-mile away, and, I would venture to say, no one would think it possible that any 
human being could live or even find foot-hold on this rock-strewn shore ; but by degrees 
you see the little ** smokes " arising, and hero and there little dark stripes of land, which 
show that the ground is being prepared for the potatoes they hom to obtain, for they have 
none left to plant. Then you see, peering above the rocks, little dark heads of men, 
women and childen, who, attracted by the unwonted sight, come out of their cabins to 
reconnoitre. As you walk among them on landing, they watch you with curious eyes : 
they do not beg, and cannot answer your inquiries, for most do not understand, and few 
can talk, English. In one house which I entered, three children, under one covering, ill 
with fever, were lying on the ground ; others also were ill. For these miserable places 
among the rocks they were each paying from £4 to £8 a- year. Tliis would seem incredible 
at any time. No wonder that none had paid their rent last year. I heard that the agent 
had talked about evicting them, but I think had deferred his intention." ITie landlord of 
this place, and of a vast tract besides, is Mr. Berridge, an Englishman. ** He is non- 
resident, and so far as I can hear," writes Mr. Tuke, " does nothing for his tenants. 

The reference which Mr. Tuke mades to the prevalence of the Irish hinguage here, 
way also be appUed to other aiBtricts. Ind^, iu almost all th« loc(aitie8 we visited, a 
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*ake to a "boat, aiul aftur a long row np a mnu^mt) creek, tu travcrsv a 
plippcry short; of ri»ck« covered with shaggy sca-iv rack, (^iir way iioxthiv 
over pathless bogs, fieldn, aiul through new-made gaps, to eabiiis wlioso 
I'oedy ro.iffl rose but little above the groy wallntliat divide the Kelds. Some 
of the doom wore only breast-high, and the interior was often eoiTospond- 
ingly small. Smoke often filled the inside, f<ir tlicre was no lime M-ith which 
tobnild n chimney, though in sonie canes an ingenions w-reen of interwoven 
reeds snpplied its place. In one hare, .cold, ami almost empty eabiii we 

fonnd a poor mother, Mahy J , lying on the giimnd, in fever, with none 

-to fend her Imt a son. Her anxiety was all about hiin, Uwt he nhonhl catch 
Ihe disease. The hdii stated that the Relieving Officer had first refused 
relief, saying he was able to snpport her (yet Ihey are very poor) ; then 
informed him nothing could be given nntil he should see the Medical 
■Officer, who lives on an island in the centre of his iinnieusc district. After 
her illness had lasted three weeks, two-jicnee wtn-fh of bread and some half- 
pint of wine had been obtained. 

In another case, tliat of J. H {five in family), a child aged eiglit 

was Ipng ill of typhus fever, and the mother was within a few days of her 
confinement. She was apprehensive lest she sltonld be unable to <)htain a 
niu'se when her time came, ()wing to the sickness in her house. The father 
stated that, having made application, the Relieving Officer told him nothing 
could be dime until he took the ticket toOughtenirdfor thesjinelion of the 
Guardians. This involved a distance of from fifty to si.Kty English miles, 
going and retm:mng. In other cases we found (hat some small amount of 
out-door rehef hod been given, and we consider the system (not the well- 
intentioned official) is to blame. In one ease we found that a nurse had 
been obtjiined, and the Relieving Officer stated that he was prepared to pay 
for a nui-se in the confinement case, j/ the poor man could procure one I 
Twenty-nine fever cases had been reported to him, of whom three had died. 
Here, more even than in other parts, the people have withhehl knowledge 
<if their condition, when fever-stricken, particularly where one of the males 
was spared to labour at the charibable workiJ, lest he should be etnick off'. 
Even their priest, the Rev. Mr. Keank, has not been infoi-med in many easis 
until danger of death approached. Where that did not threaten, the disease 
was concealed, 

CAUllAROE. 

What we have said with regard to ill-fated Camus holds good also, in 
■a more intense degi-ee. as regards Can-aroe, especially Carraroe North, where 
-much sickn?ss has jirevaileil amongst the half-feil, half-clad peasantry. 

kuowljii™e ot tin- (liicli.- Iftti;;iii-r ii.iip; ln' rcqiiiiiltf for thi; full |uTtiii'niJiTicy of iheir 
ilnticK, by nil who, liki' elt-rfj^ -i ■. i in i.u- ^irul nllitrH, linv* tu lifnl dnwly ivitli tht- 

.jK^pli- Mi'ilicnl tvniiB arc iii. . » .11 uiiikraliHiil, AVitn by llii)ti>- pi'iuuiutB who 

Hpvak EngliHh, aiiil iiiistnkt'ii n «iv ea (itmJlttOtB. W coufuiuul i\|>batil 

witli typhas), Hi wnRHRCt'iiiiiij '.l llijUmtKIKK^tB^^fiii l^jusw. iVi) 

_th('y express thcniBelvi-B witii i .nut in 
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whose appearance was more forlorn than that of any others we have yet 

beheld. 

Neither Camus nor Carraroe are islands : they are portions of the 
Mainland. Yet, such is the absence of roads here, they are only accessible 
by sea from Rosmuck. The distance by water to CaiTaroe South cannot 
be less than six or seven miles, through difficult channels Midway, we 
had to leave the boat and travel over an isthmus, at low tide, of stones, 
shppery Avith fuci, across which it was necessary for the men to drag the 
boA. There being no pier, our course on landing lay again over a broad 
shore of shaggy rocks. If we refer particularly to such points as these, it 
is in order that you may realize the difficulties presented to the conveyance 
of the sick to an hospital some thirty miles away I Consider also that these 
are obstacles to the visits of Medical Officer and clergymen. In rains and 
storms, their course must be painful and dangerous ; whilst, in winter, if 
overtaken by darkness, or tossed by tempests, there is imminent risk of 
life. Hence, we would urge that, in all such districts, the channels should 
be improved where necessary, and small boat-piers built where so much 
required. 

Carraroe South is almost a repetition of Camus, with its grey granite 
walls ; but the cabins here are a shade better, and some employment has 
been furnished by the making of a small road, which cannot be completed, 
we are told, for want of funds. Carraroe North, however, is worse than 
even Camus. In some parts, the laborious peasants have succeeded in 
forming fields and raising scanty crops ; but, over a wide range, the eye 
beholds nothing save a dreary expanse of brown bog, broken at intervals 
by white reefs of granite rock There have been nineteen cases of fever 
reported to the Relieving Officer in the Carraroes, Clynagh, and Kuranbeg 
since the 1st of Apiil ; but more have, confessedly, existed. It is our duty 
to add that (as in the instance of the BalUntadder fever-families) notices 
of eviction had been obtained against the peasants of the Carraroes.* 

♦ The social condition of Carraroe was thus described by the Duke of Ai^U, in a 
debate on the " Compensation for Disturbance Bill," in the House of Lords, in August, 
1880. Having referred to "inconsiderate evictions," as the acts of new proprietors, he 
illustrated the " injudicious exercise of the rights of property" by the case of Carraroe, in 
the county (xalway : — 

" On the whole townland," he said, " there were 89 tenants, with families numbering 
m the whole 515 souls ; their rent was £137 75., or 305. each. They were of the smallest 
class of occupiers. There were 1,334 acres in the townland, of which 110 were arable, 
under crops. The whole stock of the farms consisted of only 4 horses, 1 10 cattle, 62 sheep, 
and 14 pigs. The total valuation of the stock and crops— everything — was £1,423, or 
about £2 15*. for every soul in the townland. One-third of the acreage was arable. I think 
that was a case clearly in which the tenantry were so reduced, as you may see from 
the valuation of their stock and crops, that it was impossible they could pay their 
rent after the three years of the worst harvests we have had for a long period. 
In this case notices of eviction were served. I rather think in the time of 
the late Government they were enforced or attempted to be enforced, by, I believe, only 
20 men. There was a general resistance to the service of those ejectments ; and when 
we came into office the Irish Government had to reinforce the police to the extent of 200 
m^n. You had in that case at the mercy of the landowner a whole population of upwards 

M 
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Obviondy, tkere cogI\1 be no more eflSoacioos way of diflBeminating 
infec-tic'Tos dis^^se < ver thr c^-tzzl^tv than bj (X'mpellmg peiBons sick in 
fever, or jurt conva!--^-vL:T, t-:* otiit xhrrir isolated dwellings and "wander 
about, peekins: Avh*rr fr>i:i oihrrs. i:-r*:l<ab!v at a ili^ance and not vet 
Fmitten. WLilst the dis!*ea»^- is thTis V-eina: #pivad. the mortalitr must be 
increased am< -nff thr h^'nieleae war.dvrvrs. 

Hence, it ought to li^ the srst p-Hcy of the State, in such cases, to 
sufipend the power of evictii-a until the risk of infection shall have 
disappeared. TTie cx"knditions oi such a suspt-n^on it is not for us to 
suggest, but, as rejrant the vital impc-rtance *.i such a measure, no doubt 
can be posoble. 

The occurrence of scarlet fever (a most catching and dangerous 
dieea^) in the district should give rniphasis t»> our reccmimendation. In 
Kilbriekan alone, it appears thrr^ have been about twenty cases of scarlet 
fev«r ance the 1st of June. Then? are aL«o two cas^=« of typhus in children, 
as reported to us, in this place. Five chiKlren died of scarlatina, giving 
thus the highest percentage of m'»rtality. S^>me are stated to have turned 
black after death. It is un'|uestionabie that bad food ofierates as a 
predisjKising cause as regards thi* iiisease iiisi> : an«L on investigation, we 
learned that the 8<A»x>U in the R».vimuok tilistrict had received no grants 
for food. Thus, both in Louisburirh aa«i in Rt^gimuck, where no food-grants 
were made to the sch»H^ls, the chilvlren have suffered in a most special 
degree from disease. 

In conclusion, we have to add that in both districts, but particularlv 
in this, the children suffer from want of clothes. In Carraroe North, above 
all, the spectacle was the saddest we have seen. The men were almost all 
barefooted, even where using spade?^ or *'loys." All — men, women and 
children (bright-eyed and intelligent) were wearing — we cannot say 
dotheil with — dihipidated pieces of ffauneL hanging about them in shreds, 
too threadbare for patching. As they stood in groups on the rocky shore 
of that bare land, blessing oiur departing boat« their presence added not 
animation but desoLition to a scene not to l>e paralleled in Ouristendom. 

We remain, Gentlemeiu 

Your obeilient Servants* 

GEORGE SIGERSON, ALD^ ChJL 
Gal tea V. *1- E, KEXN i * L,R,C .§• 

of 500 souls* who, under the existing law, without oue shillinsr of compenaatioa'* [though 
they had reclaimed the land from barrenness ! 1 *- without one shilling to rmxTf mtm to 
America, because they were evicted for non-payment of rent." ITier would bave had to 
go forth, also, suffering from diseases engendered by hardships and tamiiie. 
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DISTRICTS OP ORANMOllE, ATHENRY, AND 

DERKYBEIEN. 



SIXTH REPORT OF DR. SIGERSON. 



Auffust Srdy 1880. 
My Lord Mayor and Gentlemen, 

A zone of health interpoRes between difleaee at Oughterard and difiease 
at Oramnoro. Tlie favoured region is that of the City of Qalway and its 
precincts, lender ordinary circumstances, towns suffer at least as severely 
as the rural districts from infectious diseases, which find special facilities for 
appearing and si)reading in their overcrowded lodgings, squalid tenement 
houses, and imwholesome lanes. This season, however, the towns of 
Ballina, Swineford and Galway, which enjoy a cei-tain amount of comfort, 
have practically escaped the diseases that, in their immediate neighbour- 
hood, have afflicted the nu'al poj^ulation and %nllages on which the pressure 
of distress bore most severely. 

Where, as in this instance, the boundaries of distress map out the 
topography of disease, cause and effect are too manifestly connected to 
escape recognition by all im2)ai*tial minds. 

One case of tj7)hus fever, at Culnamuc, near Oughterard, could be 
traced to Oranmore, and there seemed to be a disposition, in one quarter, to 
refer most cases to this centre. But against this is the fact that the infec- 
tion was not conveyed from Oranmore to Galway City, whither many of the 
fever patients were removed to hospitnl. Only six miles separate these two 
I)lace8 (and Galway has rarely been so free from fever), whilst Oughterard 
lies some eighteen miles beyond the latter city. Tracing the course of 
infection is useful, when carried out under rigidly scientific rules, but it 
must not be ignored that the causes which generate certain diseases in one 
locality will operate in another also. 

Oranmore has no claim to be considered as a special manufactory of fevers. 
Situate on rising ground, at the eastern extremity of Galway Bay, in a faii'ly 
wooded country, it has many natural advantages over other fever-stricken 
plac^es. Its cottages are rather above the average as regards cleanliness. 
According to the statement of an inhabitant, the Registrar of the district, 
there was not a more healthy place in the West of Ireland than Oranmore. 
Dr. 0*Dea states that, since he became Medical Officer in 1877, he has not 
had a single case of an epidemic nature, in the town or immediate 
neighbourhood, until recently. This year, however, the locality was 
amitten with great severity by fevers, and this year the people had suflfered 
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greatly from the cumulative effects of distress. The District Registrar 
attributes the prevalence of disease entirely to the distress. The fever first 

showed itself in the case of a poor family named M (about a mile from 

the village), whose cottage is in fair sanitary condition. It was impossible 
tx) refer back to any source of infection. The family is composed of the 
two parents, and nine children. All had been compelled to subsist on 
Indian meal since before Christmas. They had not had a sufficiency of milk. 
First, one child sickened ; then, in a few days, eight were lying together ; 
and, finally, the eldest was stricken down. They were convalescent when 
I visited the house. In all, during their sickness, they appear to have 
received about fifteen shilhngs' worth (in money and nutriment) as out-door 
relief — an amount manifestly insufficient during the long continuing disease 
of so many suflerera Other cases very soon after showed themselves, not 
only in Oranmore, but in the villages and country around. Though reach- 
ing by infection some persons in good circumstances, the disease chiefly 
tjonfined itself to the distressed, whose names were on the lists of the local 
reUef committee. The Rev. Mr. QuiN informs me that the committee was 
only able to give one cwt. of Indian meal a fortnight to the worst cases, 
and largest famiUes. As in all other localities, this meal could not have 
been sufficiently boiled, for the simple reason that fuel was very scarce : 
two or three smouldering sods hardly dispelled the darkness and cold from 
the hearth of any cabin we entered. In this district, it appears, the poor 
people were extremely badly off as regards fuel (which they have to import 
from other places), especially during the wet weather. When the fine 
season came, they used the sun-dried droppings of cattle. 

Only forty-four cases of fever are on the register for the past two 
quarters, but it is now needless to repeat that such records give an inade- 
quate idea of the amount of disease in a district. After careful investigation, 
with the assistance of the Medical Officer and the clergyman, a list of 
one hundred and thirty -two cases was obtained. Seven are quite recent 
cases, mostly still lying, but the patients are persons in fair circumstances, 
to whom the disease extended by infection. Fourteen deaths occurred. 
Some of these happened in peculiarly painful circumstances. In Glenascoil 
a family of seven were stricken down with fever; the father and mother 
succumbed, and five children were left orphans. In Ren vile a family of nine 
were fever-smitten; here, again, the parents were taken, and seven 
children or phaned. Dr. O'Delv having caught the infection of tj'phus from 
one of his poor patients, a temporary substitute was procured in the person 
of Dr. Grealy. This yoimg physician was not himself long at work until he 
also was seized, and, unhappily, succumbed, a victim to the disease. 
Dr. CDea ha\^ng become convalescent, was ordered off duty for a month 
by his medical attendants ; but, incredible as it may sound, he was called 
back to work at the expiry of a fortnight, and only obtained a respite by 
paying half the salary of a substitute. Such au occiuTence as this must 



ATHENRY DISTRICTj GALWAY. 157 

tend to discourage Medical Officers from the zealous discharge of their 
functions, in cases of extra danger, and, consequently, it calls for such a 
reform in their position as should secure them extra encouragement in cases 
of extra risk and labour, which epidemics bring. 

The types of fever which were observed here were typhoid, and a form 
was noticed in many termed " gastric," owing to the prominence of symptoms 
referable to that region. Similar observations have been made elsewhere. 
Vomiting at the commencement was not infrequent There were no 
relapses remarked in this locality. It is worth noticing that gastric symptoms 
were common in the year of the great famine, and that the type of fever at 
Oranmore, in 1847, was typhus, not relapsing fever. 

The necessity for prompt and liberal action, whenever distress occurs, 
could not be better exemplified than by the consequences of the recent 
fever-outbreak in this district. Confessedly the result of privations, had the 
distress been foreseen and prevented, these destitution-diseasps would not 
have afflicted the sufiering poor, spread from them to their more comfortable 
neighbours, nor, extending still more widely, have made other distant 
locahties pay tribute to disease and death. To the west, Oughterard, to 
the east, Athenry and Craughwoll, have cause of complaint on this account. 
It should be added that, although the out-door relief granted was not 
sufficient, the strain upon local resources was greater than in many other 
places. The last cess struck for the support of the poor, made the rate 
four shillings and ninepence in the pound ; and it is apprehended that the 
next may increase it to over seven shillings. In such cases, the State should 
come to the aid of a district sufiering pressiure from exceptional causes. 

ATHBNRT. 

Proceeding at night to Athenry, long stretches of the road were found 
converted into miniature lakes, through which the horse splashed more 
than fetlock-deep. There is no need to seek far for the proper subject of 
a work* of public utility, where highways become, after rains, impassible to 
all, but barefoot, pedestrians. In the town and immediate neighbourhood 
of Athenry there have occurred about thirty-four cases of fever within the 
last four months: a very unusual number, as I was informed by the 
Relieving Officer. Some were still suffering. Four died. Having 
examined a case, in one cottage, and traced the infection to another, I 
visited the latter. Here the mother became first affected, but could refer 
the disease to no extern cause. She had been ailing in health for some 
time before, unable even to go to Mass, and was not therefore likely to 
contract the disease from others. The family was supposed to have some 
means ; but, on investigation, it was found that their twelve sheep had 
died in spring, their potatoes had failed, and they had been subsisting on 
Indian meal since the latter end of January. Their one cow gave thiITt^ 
which was shared with a sick neighbour. Soon after the mothet, four of 
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the children were likewise fever-smitten ; when she became convalescent, 
another of the children and the husband were stricken. One child was 
still snflFering, and the husband I found to present the characteristic 
macula3 of tj^hus. The family numbere eight members, for the suppoi-t 
of whom, during this grievous illness, the meagre siun of five sliilhngs 
a-week was granted. No nurse appears to have been j^roxaded, even 
when mother and children were Ijdng. In this case, no extern source of 
infection was discovered ; but the Rev. Mr. M*Philpin informed me that 
some early cases appeared in the direction of Oranmore. 

At Ci'aughwell, the Rev. Mr. Geoghbgan mentioned that two families 
had been attacked, and that, in both instances, the infection of the fever 
had been distinctly traced to Oranmore. There is no need to insist on 
the great desirabiUty of preventing the formation of a fever-focus, and 
of hindering the extension of the disease, when once a centre has been 
constituted. Its power of radiation is greatly reduced when the pressure 
of distress is diminished. Centres may be formed, having Uttle or no 
radiation, where the general condition of the people is somewhat above 
the lowest. This was the case at Ci-aughwell. 

The same rule holds good as regards two incipient foci, at places 
south of Louglurea. At Annaghbride, one case recently occurred, 
and the patient died (July 2()th). The family had suflFered privations; 
their sheep had died ; they had but one cow, and were Kving on Indian 
meal. The distress has been much felt, the Rev. Mr. Giuffin informs me, 
and the children lack sufficient clothing ; but there does not exist such 
abject poverty here as we have elsewhere obsen'ed. Several miles distant, 
in a different direction, at Sunnagh, an«)ther centre formed. Here two 
famihes have been attacked. In one, a young boy died ; in the other, the 
disease, after running through the family (a child first showing the symp- 
toms), carried off the mother. The disease was stated to be a vu'ulent 
form of maculated typhus. I was infonned by the Rev. Mr. Raftery that 
both families were very poor, and subsisting on the gi-ants of the Com- 
mittee. These did not amount to more than two shilUiigs' worth of food 
per week for a family of nine persons. 

DBRRYBIUEN. 

By far the poorest and most desolate portion of this region is the 
mountain district in the direction of Woodford and Derrybrien. The latter 
place, about eighteen English miles south of Loughrea, is reached by a 
hilly road, passing for about twelve miles through upland moors, bogs, and 
long stretches of baiTcn mountain, made all the more dismal, at the time 
of my journey, by lowering clouds and falling rain. Along this weary way 
patients must be brought, summer and winter, some from a distance of 
over twenty Enghsh miles to Loughrea ; and such a journey, even in a 
spring conveyance, must cause much suffering, especially to those who 
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experieuco the aching paiiiH of typhus. At Denybrien the industry of the 
peasantry lias partly clothed the mountain sides with crops. In this 
mountainous rcfi^on a fever centre was formed, and the disease spread 
considerably and very fatally. As to the origin of the disease, there are 
contradictoiy reports. Some think the mother of the family brought the 
infection from a southern district near Scarift'. Hence, I thought it necessary 
to inquire as to the hygienic state of that locality, and Dr. Sampson, of 
ScariiF, gives this reply to a telegi'am : — " Twelve cases of typhus fever 
occuiTed in Mountshannon district. Eight of those were treated in hospital. 
Two deaths in the twelve." The statement of the victims, and of the survivors 
in the family, was, however, to the following eflfect : — Although not amongst 
the distressed, the mother worked in the field, and there caught cold. She 
was ailing, and had not left home for montlis. Subsequent exposure 
during a long journey to Loughrea Market and back, at night, developed 
the disease. The invalid husband succumbed a few days after her death. 
I may add that, as a rule, the fever, so far as we have seen, first attacked 
either a child, or a parent enfeebled in health. The weakest were most 
subject to the invasion of the fever. Here, both parents died, in the 
couree of a few days, and, as no physician had been called in, the infectious 
nature of the disease was not suspected, and there was a wake. When its 
nature was revealed, the people, as usual, held aloof; and, in one case, I 
was informed by the Rev. Mr. CALLAGY,the convalescents had to cany out 
the victim of the fever. Judging from personal observation of a case now 
lying, the type here prevalent is maculated typhus. This is confirmed by 
the opinion of the Medical Officer, Dr. Blackton, who states that two 
cases of typhus have also shown themselves in miserably poor families, at 
Cloonco, near Woodford. In Derrj'brien, the disease has iiin through a 
number of distressed families, whose names are on the relief list, whilst 
reaching h) a few others besides. 

The disease has been exceedingly virulent in tliis mountain district 
Of thirty-one fever-stricken patients, seven died of the disease, thus giving 
a veiy high percentage. One other death occurred, the circumstances 
connected ^vith which illustrate very sadly the want of a ready mode of 
obtaining nursing attendance in remote country districts. In this case, all 
the members of the family were stricken down by disease, some simul- 
taneously, some successively. One is still lying in maculated typhus. The 
father and mother died of it ; there was no nurse, and one son, in the 
delirium of disease, got out of bed, and, wandering abroad over the fields 
in the night, never returned ; he was finally discovered drowned in a pool 
of water. So melancholy an event as this should induce the creation of 
cottage-hospitals in every remote locaUty Uke Woodford, where, as 
Dr. Blackton justly remarks, it would be of the greatest utility. 

A sufficient amount of out-door relief appears to have been given in 
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this district to the feverHstricken families; but, generally, the gi'ants ot 
out-door relief are few in number and small in quantity. 

With much regret, I have to mention that the potato-blight appears to 
have shown itself rather widespread and well-marked, from the neighbour- 
hood of Galway City to the motmtains of Derrybrien. The oats, which 
have hitherto presented so fair a promise have, in many parts, been beaten 
down and " lodged,*' owing to the recent heavy rains. 

I remain. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

GEORGE SIGERSON, M.D., CH.M. 

P.S. — Ab during this portion of the medical investigation into the state 
of the distressed districts I was deprived of the co-operation of Dr. J. E. 
Kbnnt, I desire to take this opportimity of bearing my testimony to his 
assiduous labour, and of tendering him my personal thanks for his valuable 
assistance. 

Longhrecu 
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DE. SIGEESON'S FINAL EEPORT 

ON DESTITUTION. DISEASES IN THE WEST. 



August litlij 1880. 

My Loud Mayor, my Lords and Gbntlembn, 

When you requested me to conduct a medical investigation into the 
nature and causes of the fevers reported to your Committee from various 
distressed districts, west of the Shannon, there existed some conflict of 
opinion in reference to the connection, as cause and effect, between the 
privations of the sufferers and the form of fever observed. It was, for 
instance, stated that the disease was distinctly different from famine-fever ; 
that it was merely an outbreak of typhus, and an effort was made to show 
that it had no relationship to the prevailing distress. On the other hand, 
it was alleged that famine-fever did afflict the country. In the observa- 
tions which I had the honour of addressing to you, on the occasion of your 
request, I pointed out that it was a serious error to suppose that relapsing 
(or so-called famine) fever alone was a consequence of distress. Typhus, 
typhoid, and relapsing fevers might, all of them, supervene in a period of 
privation, and therefore the aim of any medical inquiry should be to ascer- 
tain not so much the presence of a particular fever-form as the circumstances 
under which it arose. Of the diseases named, typhus waa shown to be a far 
more formidable visitant than relapsing (technically termed "famine") 
fever. These statements, formally set out in my preHminary Report, were 
there supported by extracts from authoritative documents, showing that the 
several fevers mentioned had all been recognised during the period of the 
great famine, and that, of the three, maculated typhus had been the most 
constant and by far the most fatal associate of the famine years. 

It is gratifying to observe that no such conflict of opinion is now 
manifested. The connection between the distress and the fevers, in the 
stricken districts, has since been amply acknowledged. The reports of the 
Medical Commissioners sent down by the Local Government Board, are, in 
principle, accordant with the opinions placed before you in my preliminary 
Report, and, in fact, confirmatory (so far as they extend) of the results of 
the researches of my colleague and myself. Our investigation embraced a 
greater area. 

With these prefatory remarks, I have the honour to submit the 
following general observations, in the tenor of which my colleague, 
Dr. Kenny, completely concurs: — 

Ist. According to the official calculations, the money-value of the crops 
in Ireland was over ten milUons sterling less last year than in 1878. Nearly 
one-half of this loss was due to failure of the principal food-crop of the 
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humbler classes. The standard of comparison, ho wcver, is a low one, as 
will be seen by what follows. The produce of the potato-crop during the 
last three years was greatly below what it had been in the preceding three- 
year period. 

In 1874 ... ... ... ... ... 3,551,<>01 tons. 

loiD ... ... ... ... ... f), 011^900*4 ,, 

lOil) ... ... ... ... ••• '±9ld*r,7od ,, 

In the last three-year period the produce stood as under : — 

In 1877 ... ... ... ... ... 1,757,275 tons. 

1878 ... ... ... ... ... 2,52o,504 „ 

Lot*) ... ... ... ... ... X,i. i.**),!) 1 „ 

To the immense cumulative loss represented by these figures must be 
added serious loss arising from deficient crops of wheat and oata The 
depreciation in the money value of homed cattle may be judged from the 
fact that of the 9,1) 1<) animals offered for sale at the great October fair of 
BaUinasloe, 84"297 were taken away unsold. These losses fell with extreme 
severity on the smaller land-occui)iers, and must have reduced many of 
them to great straights. The depression of trade in America and Britain, 
lessening the demand for labour, deprived them of much assistance from 
wage-earning kinsfolk, and the necessary stoppage of credit by shopkeepers, 
after the last bad harvest, combined with other enumerated causes, lett 
many thousands without any resource. 

That the physical and moral depression of the people told upon the 
health of the nation is manifest from the official Quarterly Ketunis, 
Throughout last year, the birth-rate was lower and the death-rate higher 
than in the CH)rre8ponding quai^ters of the quinquennial period, 1874-78. 
From the Return relating to the last quarter of last year I take the follow- 
ing noteworthy extracts : — " The birth-rate of Ireland is agaui under the 
average of the coiTcsponding quartere of the previous five years to the 
extent of 1 per 1,000 of the estimated population. The death-rate is above 
the average for the same period, and is the highest registered in the fourth 
(quarter of any year since registration of deaths commenced in the year 
1864.'' Having pointed out that the weather in the first two of these thi'ee 
months was " comparatively much more favourable than it had been dur- 
ing the preceding portion of the year," and mentioned that the month of 
December became unusually severe, and contributed nmch to increase the 
death-rate, the Registrar-General proceeded to state that '* the suff^ering 
caused by the extremely bad harvest and depression of trade is no doubt, 
to a considerable extent, a cause of the excessive deatli-rate of Ireland dm-- 
ing the past quarter." It should be added that many of the local Regis- 
trars refeiTed the prevalence of chest diseases, and other ailments, as well 
as their fatality, largely to the want of a sufficiency of fuel and food. With 
special regard to fever, I find that the Registrar of Castleconnor mentions 
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that he had " a few cases of fever of a low type, which/' he says, " I beheve 
were due principally to the bad diet the people have to live on, owing to 
the unwholesome quaUty of the potatoes, as well as the great diminution 
m quantity/' This is the Inniscrone chstrict, which was subsequently so 
much stiicken by fever. At Kilkelly, Swineford, the Registrar reported an 
epidemic of tyj^hus fever. From Oughterard, the Registrar of Cloonbur, 
No. 1 district, wrote that " typhus has appeared in isolated cases, and, I 
fear, will become more general, the result of bad and insufficient food.* 
The forebochng has been siidly justified. Some of the local Registrars 
expressed themselves as looking forward with gi-eat anxiety to the coming 
quarter. 

By tabulating the death totals of the country, the relationship of the 
increase of deatlis to the accumulating pressure of the cUstress will be ren- 
dered more plain. 

In 187G ... ... ... ... ... 92,324 

XO I I ... ... ... ... ... « t/,d4o 

XO I O ... ... ... ... ... «/«/,Oi««/ 

1879 ... ... ... ... ... 105,432 

It will be seen from these figures that 19,194 more persons died in the 
last two, than in the first two years. If the space of six years be considered, 
it- will be found that the average death-rate of the first four years amounted 
to 93,985. Judged by this standard, there was, in 1878, an excess of 5,644 
deaths ; and, last year, a still greater excess of 11,447 deaths. 

2nd. With the beginning of the present year the various relief Com- 
mittees came into operation, and their beneficent influence may be infeiTed 
from the fact that the death-rate, which, in the previous quarter, had been 
1*6 per 1,000 in excess, now fell to 1 per 1,000 in excess of the rate for the 
corresponding quarters of the past five yeai*s. It remained, as will be 
observed, still much above the average. As the food, which the funds of 
the Committee permitted them to distribute, was insufficient in quantity and 
quahty to maintain health by itself, and as the inhabitants of the most 
distressed districts were, as a rule, unable to supplement it by any adjunct, 
save weak coffee, sugar and water, or simply water, destitution-diseases 
appeared in several districts, and manifested themselves largely amongst 
the most distressed class. The anaemic and emaciated countenances of 
very many first struck the attentive observer. Next, further symptoms of 
deficient alimentation were shown by gastric disorders, aggravated 
dyspepsia, dysentery, and dysenteric diaiThoea. The same cause, operating 
in a more intense degree, or on more enfeebled constitutions, resulted in 
the production of fevers of different types. The first, most active, and most 
fatal of these was, unquestionably, maculated typhus— the customaiy and 
formidable associate of distress. Many foci were (hscovered, spontaneously 
formed and directly due to the impoverished and reduced condition of the 
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^'ictim8. In some districts, specified in our Reports, this fever prevailed 
almost or entirely alone. Typhoid fever, however, was occasionally present* 
and in one district (that of Inniscrone) it appears to have been the principal 
disease. In two localities, both fevers were present, in not very dissimilar 
proportions. The marked predominance of gastric symptoms, referable to 
alimentary causes, has made some observers note the presenceof a form of this 
fever known as " gastric." There were some hybrid forms, and many instances 
of slow convalescence. Some cases of relapsing fever were observed by the 
Medical Officers in the Dispensary Districts of Lawrencetown, Swineford, 
Kallala, and Louisburgh. At the two last-named places we had the advantage 
of seeing the patients ; and, at Inniscrone and Corballa, the description of 
their symptoms, given by two convalescents, showed that they had also 
suffered from the same form of disease. In these two cases, and in a case 
at Finune (Louisburgh), the characters of the type appeared to be especially 
well-marked. This form of fever is technically named (in some handbooks) 
"famine-fever." It has been already shown in the preliminary Report that 
this is a misleading, because, apparently, an excluding appellation. Relaps- 
ing fever has no title to be termed famine-fever, par excellence. It was the 
last and least formidable of the fevers by which Ireland was stricken in the 
great famine -period. Here it did not show itself under the pressure of 
worse conditions than those which helped to generate the maculated typhus ; 
in point of fact, the latter was the disease which manifested itself in those 
persons an^ places that had suffered most severely from the urgency of the 
distress. The results of our investigations, as regards the dependence of 
disease upon distress, bear out in every particular the statements made in 
the preliminary Report, which I had the honour of addressing to your 
Committee. The words of Stokes there quoted to describe the diseases of 
the great famine, apply with fideUty to those which supervened (though in 
a much less degree) on the recent distress, " Now, if ever the characters 
of typhus were shown, it was then. Every form of fever occurred — relaps- 
ing fever, typhoid or enteric fever, and the worst form of typhus that 
could be seen." 

3rd. There can be no question as to the fact that the assistance granted 
by the rehef committees has availed to save thousands of human lives. 
This was the deliberate conviction of medical officers, clergymen, and others 
well-qualified by their close acquaintance with the condition of the 
peasantry to form a correct judgment. Several of the local Registrars have 
borne explicit testimony to the same effect, in the Quarterly Returns. All 
that we have seen of the utter dependence of vast numbers of the peasantry 
on the periodical doles of Indian meal goes to confirm their opinion. Again 
and again, we were told, in every district, that the distressed people owed 
their very existence to the action of the Mansion House Committee, to which 
all were most gratefuL The exceptional high death-rate, however, demon- 
stratesthatmany musthave quietly succumbed to their sufferings, andsilently 
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died out. It is everywhere declared that the distribution of Indian meal 
has been of vital service, but it is evident that this article of diet, although 
sufficient to withstand the immediate effect of starvation, is very inadequate, 
by itself, to maintain health. Many of those whom we found stricken with 
fever and other diseases had been compelled to subsist for four, five, or 
six months on Indian meal, generally insufficiently boiled (owing to want 
of fuel) ; as adjuncts, they had very rarely any milk ; in one or two districts, 
weak coffee ; in some, sweetened water ; and in not a few cases, water 
only. Now, the absolute necessity of a mixed dietary has been shown by 
experiment. The continued use of a food element much superior to Indian 
meal has been found inadequate long to sustain life. Thus Dr. Stark, in 
1769, lived on bread and water 44 days; bread, water and sugar, 29 
days ; bread, water and olive oil, 24 days — in all, 97 days : his health then 
failed, and he died in consequence. Magendie, having fed dogs on pure 
wheaten bread and water, found that they did not last longer than fifty 
days. On the other hand, dogs survived when fed on gluten, which is rich 
in a variety of food principles. Now, according to Robin, Indian meal is 
remarkable for the absence of gluten. The result of the analyses of grain 
from different places vary. Polson gives 8*8 as the percentages of 
albuminoids in American maize ; they rise to over fourteen per cent, in 
Odessa and Alsacian wheat, and to above twenty per cent, in Egyptian and 
Polish grain (Boussingault and Peliqot). In oats, they vary from over 
ten to over fifteen per cent. (Anderson, Krocker). According to the table 
given in Dr. Mapothbr's useful Manual, the percentages of nitrogenized 
matter in Indian meal, wheat flour, and oatmeal stand at 9, 11 and 12, It 
will thus bo seen that, as regards albuminoids, Indian meal takes the 
lowest rank, and is only half as rich in them as some oats and some wheat. 
Hence the experiments which go to prove that neither man nor certain 
animals can live more than two or three months on bread and water, must 
be taken as doubly conclusive against the idea that Indian meal and water 
sweetened or not, could support the human fraprie in health for four or five 
months. Destitution-diseases are the logical consequences of the attempt* 

* To an important fact, in corroboration of this, my attention was caUed by Sir John 
Lentaigne. As Inspector of the Reformator}* and Industrial Schools of Ireland, he found 
that the Superioress of the Industrial Schools at Oughterard had, during the distress- 
period, been compelled to withdraw the children under her charge from the National 
School, owing to the fact that various skin and other affections had shown themselves 
amongst its ordinary pupils. These ailments were recognised as the direct consequences of 
the nial-nutrition of these children, by Indian meal. When proper and sufficient food was given 
them, through means supplied by the Charitable Committees, the ailments were stayed and 
erased. Then, it was found possible to send the Industrial School children to the National 
Schools. 

The following extract from the reply of Mrs. Martyn, the Superioress referred to, bears 
witness to the fact : — 

" OuGHTKRARD, December Ibth, 1880.— I can fully corroborate the statement made last 
summer to Sir John Lentaigne in regard to the diseases prevalent among the children 
attending our National Schools. I hesitate not to say that sores and other more serious 
disorders were the consequence of Indian meal used as a sole means of support. The 
appearance of some children was frightful^ and had it not been lor the bread and milk so 
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It may be added that the connection between insufficient alimentation and 
disease, pre^aously demonstrated by the eminent mind of Cohuigan, was 
fully acknowledged by the Census Commissioners in 1851, when deahng 
with the famine-period. " It is scarcely possible,'' they remarked, " to 
lessen the physical strength of a people by withholding their customary 
amount of food, or to alter suddenly, the chemical constituents of that 
people's usual soiu'ce of sustenance, without rendering them liable to 
epidemic disease: whilst it is without the range of all probabihty that 
depression of mind, amounting to despair, consequent upon parents witness- 
ing the lingering starvation of their oflfspring, or children observing the 
haggard looks and wasted forms of their parents and near relations, could 
occur without producing fatal results upon the human frame.'' 

4th. The invasion of the disease was disavowed and resisted, usually, 
as long as possible. Men working in the field or bog insisted they had 
only caught a cold, and held out until forced to take to bed. A few, " put 
it over them standing." It wa? touching to see one boy persevering in 
work, though taken with nausea and retching; and another, a debiUtated 
convalescent from fever, endeavouring to labour m the field, but compelled 
to sit down and rest from time to time. The words of the Census 
Commissioners may be again quoted, when they say that " more females 
were attacked with fever than males." They add — " Another peculiarity of 
the gi-eat famine-fever" (under which name they include typhus, typhoid, 
and relapsing) " of 184G-50, was the number of children and very young 
persons attacked by it — to an extent far greater than any 2ire\aous records 
of fever have elicited." These have been marked characteristics of the 
fevers of this recent distress-period. In every district, large numbers of 
children and young people have been attacked — nearly all the members of 
a large family being often stricken down simultaneously. It happened 
frequently that a child was the first attacked, and, in two districts, where 
fpod had not been granted for school-children, these were prominently the 
earliest sufferers from disease. Insufliciency of proper food, and above all 

bountifully bestowed by Charitable Committees, the greater number of the children of this 
locality must have fallen victims to disease. AVe were afraid to let the little ones of our 
Industrial School go to the National Schools during that season of starvation so happily 
averted by good friends. I only regret that we cannot continue to many, each morning, 
that substantial meal which restored health and colour to the woni frames and wan faces 
of our suffering charge, now dependent on dry potatoes of a bad description." 

The chihlren in some of the other and remoter districts had yet more privations to 
suffer than those of Oughterard, and the consequences must have been fully as deplorable. 
It is worth noting liere that the pellagra disease, which affects the poorest inhabitants of 
certain portions of Milan, Piedmont, the I^andes, the Pyrenees, and parts of Spain, has been 
attributed to the use of vitiated Indian meal. The disease tirst attacks the skin, next the 
digestive mucous membrane, and finally the central nervous system. According to 
Balardini, Costallat, and Robin the disease is due to the development, beneath the epidermis, 
of the spores of the Ustilago carlo (Tulasne), a minute fungus parasitic on the grain, which 
have been detected in the meal. One case of an adult near Killala presented some 
symptoms which resembled those of the first stage of pellagra. But the subject is one that 
requires continued ob8er\'ation. 
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deprivation of milk, tell heavily against the health of the children, in everj" 
such crisis.* Next to the children, their mothers appear to have been 
especially liable to the invasion of destitution-fever. In many places, the 
grown men having left to seek employment in Britain and America, the 
mothers had to work at agiicultural labour, with debilitated constitutions. 
In all cases, it could be elicited that where a little milk was procurable, 
they deprived themselves of it, and gave that little to nourish the youngest 
children. Having advised (on giving ^me aid) that milk should be 
obtained for the feeble children, the mother s assent Avas prompt — " I would 
take it from my heart to give it to them." In this spirit they hav(; acted. 
In some places, both parents have succumbed, but the mortality amongst 
the mothers of the West is one of the most marked and painful characteristics 
of the recent destitution-diseases. 

5th. It has been alleged, occasionally, that the peasantry are reckless 
in the matter ot* fever, and spread the disease by holding wakes. Our 
experience gives this a complete contradiction.! In two cases only could 

* Sir John Ix?ntaigne, in his Report on the Industrial and Kefomiatory Schools, 
remarks on the persistent injury to the constitutions of children, from the privations in 
food, clothing, and care to which they had been subjected. He summarises the statistics 
given by the lat« Sir William Wilde, Census Commissioner in 1857, as to the frightful 
prevalence of famines in this country, where, " during the last century twenty-five out of 
the one hundred years were years of absolute want." The evil consequence to the health 
of the suivivors was shown by the fact that an excessive proportion of them have suffered 
from certain affections {e.ff. blindness). " The last Census returns t^en in 1871'' observes 
Sir J. I^ntaigne, *' fully corroborate those remarks, and they show that a greater proportion 
of deaf, dumb, and blind then existed in Ireland than in any other portion of the United 
Kingdom ; the numbers being 1 in every 445 of the population in Ireland, while in England 
and Wales the proportion was 1 in every 686, and in Scotland 1 in every 658." From 1840 
to 1853, inclusively, 118,8;^) cases of ophthalmia, principally among children under 15 years 
of age were treated in the Union Workhouses, besides vast numbers in the rural districts and 
cities. Sir J. Lentaigne truly remarks that " these figures afford incontrovertible evidence 
of the calamities that insufficient nurture periodically brings on the inhabitants of certain 
districts of this island. Tlien, again, a fatal fever, from the same cause, has for hundreds 
of years lurked here and there, and whenever the food of the people fails, through 
adverse atmospheric disturbance, this fever is ready to burst out with increased malignancy 
of type." 

Special attention is called to ** the necessity which exists for ameliorating the condition 
of the children in the famine districts of the West by the supply of sufficient clothing as 
well as food for their use," for ** without sufficient food and clothing, their physical and 
mental organism and functions cannot be sufficiently developed." Coarse poor bulky 
diet is not readily assimilated by the digestive organs of children. Warmth is a condition 
of health for them, as well as good food. Death by starvation has been asserted to be 
death by cold, and application of external warmth is the first and most effective remedy in 
tlie cure of persons dying from stai-vation. " Where food is scanty, sufficient fire and 
clothing are absolutely necessary ; yet the young children, in the poverty-stricken districts 
of the West were, during the last winter, to a large extent without proper clothing, until 
supplied by the Relief Committees. Besides, from continual rains the turf could not be 
dried. In one school in (ialway, when the District Inspector of the National Hoard visited 
it for examination by results, the weather was so cold at the time that the ink in the bottles 
was frozen, and the turf so wet that it would not kindle ; in another school at the time he 
insjwcted it, only 6 bovs out of 45 had a second article of clothing to wear, their dress 
consisting solely of a flannel tunic tied round the waist." — Eighteenth Report of the Inspector 
appointed to visit the Reformatory and Industrial Schools of Ireland ^ 1880. 

t Anotlier ungrounded statement alleged a prevalence of drinking habits among the 
peasantry of the distressed districts. This was in distinct contradiction with the facts 
observed during a month's close and vigilant examination of the peasants' homes throughout 
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infection be traced to this cause ; and in both instances it was believed 
that the victims had died of non-infectious diseases. This happened early. 
So soon as the infectious nature of the malady was known, the people left 
the stricken families in as perfect isolation as- possible. When obliged to 
inform one young mother that her child, who was ailing, had been attacked 
by " the strange disease," she began to lament, and, to some words of con- 
solation, she replied, " Ah, if it had been any other sickness I — but now no 
one will come near our threshold^' The difficulties, in the way of having 
the sick removed, and the dead coffined and carried forth, to which we 
have adverted in the local Reports, are striking illustrations of the strong 
desire of the inhabitants of a fever-stricken district to hold aloof from 
infection. It has also been alleged, at times, that typhus is endemic in 
Ireland, as though that were an excuse for its existence. This statement 
does not apply to some of the locahties \'isited, nor does it account for the 
exceptional prevalence of fever in all ; but, on the other hand, it excuses 
nothing, for it is the strongest condemnation of the poor conditions under 
which the humbler classes in the stricken districts live. Continental writers 
refer to the continuance of typhus in Ireland and Silesia as symptomatic of 
the insufficient alimentation of thmr peasantry. Proust, the distinguished 
author of the " Traite de THygiene," remarks in that work on the deplorable 
position of those populations, in Ireland, Silesia and Algeria, where it 
suffices that one failure of their food-crop should happen to plunge them 
into distress and typhus. It concerns the honour of their respective 
Governments, he says, to endeavour, so far as may be possible, to guard 
against these great catastrophes " which place a large portion of mankind 
under the constant menace of starvation and typhus.** 

6th. The habitations of the peasantry stand generally in need of 

Connaught, from its northern shore to its southern boundary. In no district was there 
any sign remarked of anything conflicting with perfect sobriety ; even the fever-stricken 
patients had none of those stimulants which were required for their sustainment and 
recovery. The slander was circumstantial, and asserted a great increase in the consumption 
of spirits in the country. To this the following extract from an English journal gives a 
refutation : — 

" The days when England freed itself of its financial difficulties by a liberal increase in 
the consumption of spiiits seem to be coming upon us again. If the power for gratifying 
the taste for strong drinks can be accepted now, as it certainly was a few years ago, as a 
sure test of a nation's prosperity, this country must be fast returning to its halcyon days of 
happiness. During the first three quarters of 1878, there were retained for consumption 
in England alone a little oyer 1 1,900,000 gallons of spirits. In the corresponding period of 
1879, the quantity had diminished to less than 11,600,000 gallons. This year has been 
marked by a considerable increase in the consumption, and the number of gallons drunk 
has more than recovered the ground lost two years ago. In the other countries of the 
United Kingdom the decrease has been progressive since 1878, but the falling-off is not so 
rapid as it was twelve months since. In Scotland there has been a respectable decrease in 
the last two years of nearly 300,000 gallons. 

" In Ireland the decrease has been still greater. I^ast year the quantity consumed was 
nearly half a million of gallons less than in "its predecessor, and in 1880 there is a further 
diminution of 230,000. When the apostle of temperance proclaimed last week that the 
recent distress in Ireland had been aggravated by an increase of drink, he was undoubtedly 
speaking without his book.'' — Pall Sjall Gazette^ December Uth, 1880, 
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improvement, and this could readily be secured by means of such 
encouragement as may be found in other countries, and some other parts 
of this island. The houses in the West are built of stone — not of hardened 
clay, as in our eastern districts, where the practice of making " mud *' 
cabins appeare to have been introduced from England, in which countiy 
*' clob-walls '* and " wattle-and-dab " houses were once common, and 
where (e,p,^ in Lancashire) the mud cabin is still to be seen. The manure 
pit is usually before the door, an arrangement not peculiar to Connaught^ 
Formerly frequent in England (Shakespeare's father was fined for keeping 
an obsti-uctive dung-heap in front of his house, in the town of Stratford), 
it is still common in parts of Gennany, Scotland and Ulster. Fevers are 
not endemic there, as they should be if this were an efficient cause. Turf- 
mould, Avith wliich the midden-steads in the West are copiously supplied, 
is a good deodoriser, so that they are in reality less offensive to health 
than to the eye, in many cases. Nor ought the green colour of the pools 
to be regarded as a sign of putrefaction, for it is, on the contrary, due to 
the growth of myriads of minute algae — plants whose existence tends to 
piuify the fluids in which they develop. 

Often the same roof covers, and the same walls enclose, domestic 
animals and their owners. Tliis system has many disadvantages, but 
cannot be regarded as altogether adverse to health, seeing that, in the 
districts where the system prevails, the death-rate is not greater but less 
than elsewhere, and large famihes of fine children abound. It is to be 
noticed that, during tliis season of disti-ess and disease, the number of cattle 
to be housed was smaller than in better and healthier times.* One is 
reminded of the description given by Tacitus of the children of Germaii 
chief and slave, who passed their days on the same ground, mixed with 
the same cattle, were reared up in dii-t, ran about naked, and yet " grew up 
to that size and strength of limb which we behold with wonder." I may 
mention, in addition, that a distinguished Paris physician informed me that 
he cured the delicate constitutions of his own children and those of many 
of his patients, by making them sojourn for a time in the midst of a great 
cattle-stable in the vicinity of that city. As a rule, the Irish cabins in the 

* The testimony of the Relieving Officer in the Ballaghadereen District, and of 
others, elsewhere, was to the effect that " t^cauts who had three or four cows two years ago 
had none now." Mr. Tuke cites the evidence of a police-con«table, engaged in collecting 
returns of stock and crops, in Oughterard District, to show the great reduction in numbers 
and quantity. Usually, the peasantry made a strenuous effort to retain one or two cattle, 
suffering hunger rather than part with them, and with the hope of recovering their former 
position. But empty stalls almost universally showed that they had been forced to 
surrender some of their few cattle. 

Perhaps, not the least etriking flign of poverty was the almost complete absence of 
domestic pete, throughout large districts. Dogs were rare, except with herds, and cats 
scarcely to be seen in any cabin. In one cottage, a cat 4sat by the head of a fever-stricken 
child ; in another, a half starved kitten crouched by a smouldering sod. Where there was 
not food enough for the poor children, there was none for " les bouches inutilcs.^^ 

N 
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West, even the poorest, have two doors, in order that one may be 
constantly open during the day, blow the wind as it will ; at night, when 
closed, the air enters tolerably freely beneath and around them. Much 
discomfort is caused in not a few cabins by the prevalence of smoke, when 
fuel can be got. This is not oAving to any peculiar predilection on the 
part of the Irish peasantry. Whit^nJ^er remarked that the common people 
in the North of England and Cheshire " had their tire in the midst of the 
house, and no chimney above to discharge the smoke," so late as the 
seventeenth centuiy. Here, the defect is caused by the inability of the 
peasant to build a proper chimney-tube, the place of which is sometimes 
supplied by a screen of reeds. Kindly counsel and judicious help would 
amply avail here, as elsewhere, to amend all that needs improvement in 
the condition of the habitations of the peasantry. But, whilst it is highly 
desirable that such improvements should be affected, it must be noted that 
many places, where they are most required, have been free from fever for 
long periods, and that many others have totally escaped. Inasmuch as the 
diseases showed themselves when and where distress most prevailed, not 
where sanitary defects seemed most prominent, it is imperative to conclude 
that, excepting exceptional cases, deficient alimentation was the prime 
predisposing cause in all such instances. 

This conclusion is confirmatory of the opinions of the most eminent 
Irish physicians. GRAVES, remarking on the tendency to attribute the 
origin of typhus to the unwholesome emanations produced by 
decomposition, observes that, " In Ireland, facts do not bear out this 
hypothesis.*' Stokes describes a village, whose unsanitary condition was 
much worse than any we saw, and adds that it had escaped endemical 
disease. He also quotes the evidence of Dr. Pratt, resmning the experience 
of nearly a quarter of a century as Dispensary Officer in districts where 
manure-pits were as close and unseemly as any we beheld ; " in such 
places,*' he adds, " a ease of fever of any type rarely occure, the average 
length of life is liigh, and illness, except common colds and infantile 
diseases, is almost unknown." When fever does make its appearance, after 
severe distress, in these locaUties, its efficient cause must be obvious. 

7th. It was noted, in 184G, that a fatal epizootic attacked domestic 
fowl. The same fact must be recorded for a considerable portion of 
Mayo, as, in Ballaghadereen, Charlestown, Swineford and Foxford districts, 
it was the universal complaint that the poultry had been largely 
destroyed by disease. There was no marked premonitory sign ; frequently, 
after laying, the hens w^ould lie down and die. The loss has been felt 
very severely by their peasant owners. Elsew^here this disease did not 
prevail, but fatal sickness amongst sheep was mentioned as having 
existed in the districts of Rossmuck and Athenry. 
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II. 

The experience gained from a close study of the recent crisis induced 
us to offer certain suggestions ^\^th tlie aim of obviating some observed 
deficiencies. Several of these were happily adopted. In addition, it 
seems desirable to enumerate here, in conclusion, such remedial measures 
as might serve to correct defects, and avert in the future the errors of the 
past. These measures may be divided into two classes : 1st, Medical ; 
2nd, General. 

Medical Remedial Measures, 

1st, At present, in many districts, the hospital centres are too far apart 
to subserve all the uses that should be expected from them. Hence it is 
extremely desirable that cottage-hospitals should be estabUshed in districts 
remote or difficult of access. These small hospital-homes would make the 
peasantry familiar with proper medical aid, and supply nurses when 
required. By tliis means the eick would be tended, and the peasantry, 
losing their di'ead of the distant workhouse hospital, would give early 
notice of infectious disease, and assist in its isolation and arrest. Large 
numbers, now, do not report to the Medical Officer, and many more cases 
of disease occur than are recorded. 

2nd. Light spring conveyances, suitable for the carriage of the sick, 
should be at once provided, where none exist. There can be no excuse 
for employing common cart«, the jolting of which would, in many cases, 
prove injurious, and, in some, fatal, to patients whose removal might other- 
wise be an advantage.* Some of the ambulances (rehcs of the Crimean 
War) are too cumbersome to be readily managed or easily used in 

* The followiiijr description by the specijU correspondent of the FreemmCs Journal, 
June 21>th, 1880, will enable the reader to realise the conveyance of the sick in open, 
springless carts, whicli are still continued in some localities mentioned : — 

" On Saturday I passed one of these carts on its way to Swineford. A woman lay 
moaning in fever in it, her burning head i-esting on her daughter's lap. The cart jumped 
and jolted over every stone and ru^gedness, and such a piteous thing [ never do remember 
as the girl crying out to the driver at every shudder that went through the mother's 
fevered frame, — ' ()h ! Tom, Tom. drive easy. For God's sake, drive easy. Don't go over 
the stones so hanl, Tom.' " Information having been sent to the 8wineford Union that 
three others, fatlier, mother and dAughter were stricken down in Charlestown, a conveyance 
c^mie. Its a])pearaiice next (Sunday) night, bef<»re the house of the priest/* the chief and 
almost the only nurse of the plague-stricken," is thus described. It had been raining hard, 
and blowing gustily all day, and it was now "an awful night." But, *'the cart was 
standing outside in the darkness, and the driver too, with his coat collar turned up and his 
head bent, and he soaked through and througli with the rain. It was a Hat common cart 
for carrying tm-f, or hay, or stable manure, and on it was shaken a lot of wet straw. This 
was the cart which the authorities had sent at ten o'clock at night, when it blew and rained, 
wherein to bring three human beings, in a raging fever, from Tharlcstown to Swineford, 
l>eing a journey of seven miles." The Kev. Mr. Loftus orally confirmed to us the accuracy of 
this statement. A large heavy Crimean ambulance waggon was subsequently exhumed 
from some forgotten store, but it was unsuited for rural hospital service and mountain roads 



ut'ftn$ini$t*fHii ^tlH'rt'f. : owj'fi^ |#rol>alJy to this caiL-f--, th^^v have been 

*'pri\. 'Y\%f'. iHftniioti of th'; M'.-^h^-Jil Offi'-'^rn* ri»:-e<k to Ixr improved, in 
orJ^T ihuf f L<r Htrrvit't-H of aciivi: arul t^h-rit^-d men nhould continue to be 
«i''/|iiir#f<l, <;*ijK*/:jally in n.-mote diHtrictn. A conipulwory superannuation 
nWoWiiuri; HhoiiM \n'. ^aiit^f*!, when drcuinKtaiKM,-** are shown to require it. 
li Mhoiihl alM^f he ruled that, in eivil hh well as in military' life, exceptional 
m-rv\i'j'H pandered in finien of extra risk to life, 8lioiild Ix* duly considered 
and prop<Tly rewarded. 'J'lie K<frvie*es of the Medical Officer who suffers 
or dies, wJiilst. d rfeirlin^ the |>^)|>iiIation from the rava;i;"?H of an epidemic, 
nhoiild he n-^inled as having the siinie title to recognition as those of the 
miiXeon who is wounded or falls whilst with an army in the field. If tliie 
were doii«% and a pro|Mirtionate eneouragement f^ven to the minor oflficials 
direef ly en/^i^ed, epideiin'es would be mtft mr)re actively and thorouglily, 
mid a ^'eater inipulst; ^v(Mi io the eradi(;ation of infectious diseases. 

4th. It seems necM'Ssary, however, that a reserve?-|>ower should be 
plaeed in the hands of the M(i<Ii(jal OfHci^r of requiiing" assistiince from the 
police for carrying out (MU'tain urfj^i^nt wuiitary measures — such as the 
removal of the siek (»r the dead in (^jise of need. The operation of 
voluntary eharity may sometimes act efficiently, but upon this the State 
has no ri^lit to <Ufpen(l. Yet, only for this, scmie of the victims of infectious 
disenst* during tin* past months wouhl have been abandoned, living, and 
desert<Ml, dead. TtJ prevent such a disaster, the Medical Officer should be 
able to call in the aid of the State police as sanitary assistants. It in 
certain that tin* powi»r would be judicimisly used, and only employed 
when* absolutelv neceswirv. 

(ienertd Mt\ti<nres, 

These should be din^ctisl \o tin* imi>rovement of the ^^ocial condition 
of tin* peiiple. Tin* t\»llowing may here be mentioned:— 

1st. Hye-roatis shouM be nuule to all hamlets whieh at present have 
WW proper means of eonunuuieation with the hij;1i-n)adR. It is not 
ctMUM'ivable that the renn>val of the siek could be effei'tinl from some of 
the villa^^^s visited without j^TiHit sutlering': nor is it jK^ssible for the 
iH*s\»m\'eN of a district to be di^vi^ojunl without pn>|.K^r means of 
conuminieati(M). 

:?nd. \\\ ovxU'V that IVn^r Law ivuardians should Iv more speeilily 
int\>nned of the nt^'cssitii^s of the peopK\ aiul inducetl to take Iil>eral 
u\easm\s f\>r their prompt relief < the surest economy), it is nu»st desirable 
that cleriiNmeu vvhould be a\lmitted to seats at the l>oanl. Thev have the 
tiuv^t iutituate au\l the most certain acquaintance with the neids of tht- 
|HH^\ atul tx» e\\dude them is t\» de]»rive the n^lief system ^f a great 
cK men! \»f usefuhn^^is* "flu ir actioa v»u th. eii::lit huurlred iV»mmittee*> in 
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connection with the Mansion House Relief Committee is a demonstration 
of their capacity, organising power, and exceptional value. 

3rd. In seasons of such privations as occur in some districts, previous 
to the garnering of the harvest, out-door relief should be distributed to 
such small land-occupiers as are in need, in order to guard against the 
appearance of fevers, which often show themselves at these times. 

. 4th. It is desirable that the system of Union-rating should be adopted, 
in order that the incidence of taxation shall not press most heavily on the 
districts most requiring relief, as at present. 

5th. Measures should be taken to secure a more complete registration 
of cases of disease ; at present, only a fraction of the actual number goes 
upon the register, and thus the basis of sanitary statistics is insecure. 

f)th. AVhen an epidemic invades a given district, the power of eviction 
should be suspended or deferred, both because the expulsion of the 
suft'ering sick must be injurious and may be fatal, and also because the 
infection of a dangerous disease is certain thus to be disseminated over an 
enlarged area. 

7th. Large tracts of the West of Ireland (especially Mayo County), 
bear a striking resemblance to wide districts of Ulster. The soil, in many 
locahties, is superior, producing excellent flax. Many of the inhabitants 
are descendants of families who migrated thither from the North in former 
times. It is, however, uuquestionable that the condition of the inhabitants 
of the Northern Province is much superior to that of the Western population. 
This difference is not caused by soil, chniate, nor racial qualities : it arises, 
obviously, from a difference in the social conditions under which they live. 
Hence the conclusion must be, that if the customs of tenure prevalent in 
the North were extended to the West, the large landholders, now 
absentees, induced to reside on their own estates, or to spend a due 
proportion of their revenues in improving them ; and, it may be added, if 
proper encouragement were given the peasants to reclaim the waste lands,* 

* Numerous instances of the stubborn industry of the peasants came frequently before 
our observation tliroughout the West. In many places, not only had rugged and rocky 
declivities and wild moors been cleared and tilled, but the peasants had brought sea-wrack 
from the shore and carried it in creels on their backs for long distances to fertilise their 
poor plots of ground. Jn several places there were neither roads nor lanes in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the little farms. Such severe toil must affect the system, in various 
but often unnoticed ways. Thus, near Kilcummin. a case came before us of a peasant, 
noted for liis industry. Some of the stones which he had collected, for fencing and building, 
were ready for use beside the house ; but he, though dressed as though going to his work, lay 
in silent melancholy, on his bed. He rose, when asked, for examination ; but seemed to take 
no interest in life. His nervous system had utterly broken down. Innumerable testimonies 
to the active and intelligent work of the Irish peasant where allowed to cultivate the 
waste land, when but slight encouragement was given, or even when the prospect of augmented 
rent must have disheartened, are given by Young, Wakefield, and other writers, whose 
evidence is quoted in the llintory of Irish land Tenures, Mr. Tuke bears witness in the 
same sense. Perhaps, the most vivid picture is one given by Thackeray, in his Irish Sketch 
Book (ch. II.) : here, the improvers of the soil had the prospect of reaping what they 
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the social condition of the people would steadily improve, and destitution- 
diseases soon be classed with things of the past. 

1 have the honom- to remain, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Yonr obedient Sei-vant, 

gp:orge sigerson, m.d., m.rla. 

should sow ill security. " Stretching away from Kihmllen bridge, for a couple of miles or 

more, near the tine house and plantations of the Ij family, is to be seen a much prettier 

sight, I think, than the finest park and mansion in the world. This is a tract of excessively 
green land, dotted over with brilliant white cottapes, each with its couple of trim acres 
of garden, where you sec thick potato-ridges covered with blossom, great blue plots of 
comfortable cabbages, and such pleasant plants of the poor man*s garden. Two or three 
years' since, the land was a marshy common, which had never since the days of the Deluge 
fed any bigger being than a snipe, and into which the poor people descended, ^draining, 
and cultivating, and rescuing the marsh from the water, and raising their cabios, and 
Slotting up their little inclosures of two or three acres upon the land which they had thus 
created. ' Many of them has |>assed months in gaol for that,' said my informant (a groom 
on the back seat of my host's pha?ton) ; for it appeUrs tliat certain gentlemen in the 
neighbourhoo<i looked upon the titles of those new colonists with some jealousy, and would 
have l)een glad to deprive tlieni ; but there were some better philopophers among the 
surrounding gentry, who advised that instead of discouraging the settlers it would be 
beet to help them, and the conw>quence has been, that there are now two hundred little 
flourishing homesteads upon this rescued land, and as many families in comfort and 
plenty.'* 

This was probably the first example of a peasant proprietary in recent times in Ireland. 
Its prosperous state made a contrast with the condition of the district immediately 
beside it, " where women were pulling weeds and nettles in the hedges" for food, "having 
no bread, no potatoes, no work," and where a crowd encumlx^red the meal-shops of 
Kilcullen, waiting for the weekly dole of meal contributed by the gentry. 
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FIRST MEETINGS OF MANSION HOUSE COMMITTEE. 

The Committee of the Mansion House Relief Fund held their first 
meeting in the Mansion House at 2.30 p.m. on Saturday, 2nd January, 
1880. 

The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor in the chair. 

Present: — His Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Trench, Rev. J. Daniel, P.P.; 
V. B. Dillon, Esq., jun. ; Sir George Owens, J. P. ; Sir John Barrinoton, D.L. ; 
P. J. Smyth, Esq., M.P. ; Thomas Pim, Esq., jun ; Alderman Tarpey, C. H. Meldon, 
Esq, Q.C., M.P. ; J. F. Lombard, Esq. ; C. Kennedy, Esq., and Alderman Harris. 

The Chairman reported that he had opened an account in the names of the 
treasurers in the National Bank, and had lodged A'553 11«. to the credit of the 
account as per lists submitted. Sir John Barrinoton reported that he had lodge<l 
£52 Is. IJ., as per list submitted. 

After the transaction of some preliminary business the following resolutions were 
passed : — 

Proposed by Sir Arthur Guinness, M.P. ; seconded by P. J. Smyth, Esq., * 
^I.P. ; supported by the Recorder, the Very Rev. T. J. O'Reilly, Adm., 
Dr. Spkkdy, and the Hon. D. Pllnkett, M.P, : — 

" That the poorer classes in many parts of Ireland must, during the coming 
season, suffer great distress, involving absolute destitution, if extraneous aid be not 
liberally and proniptly supplied ; and that, without interfering with the beneficent 
efforts for a similar purpose already instituted, a Fund be now opened for the Relief 
of the Distress in Ireland, to be ctdled " The Dublin Mansion House Relief Fund." 

Proposed by the Most Rev. Dr. Trench, seconded by Mr. P. J. Smyth, M.P. — 

^' That a letter signed by the Chairman, be addressed to the Local Government 
Board, requesting that this Committee be supplied . from time to time, and as 
promptly as possible, with such information as the Board can afford as to the distress 
in Ireland." 

Proposed by Mr. Pim, seconded by Mr. Kennedy — 

"' That all resolutions of this Committee be capable of being rescinded or 
altered after one week's notice, but not otherwise." 

Proposed by his Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Trench, seconded by the Rev. 
J. Daniel, P.P. — 

^^ That the action of this Committee be solely through local agencies, and not 
through direct communication with those who seek or may need its relief." 

Proposed by Mr. Meldon, M.P., seconded by Sir George Owens — 

'* That the agency through which this Committee would desire to dispense its 
rehef would be Local Committees, including, wherever practicable, the clergymen of 
all denominations in the district, the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Board of 
Guardians, the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Dispensary Committee and the 
Medical OfTicer." 

Proposed by his Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Trench, seconded by Rev. 
J. Daniel, P.P. — 

'* That as a condition of being recognised as an agency at whose recommenda- 
tion and by whose instrumentality relief shall be imparted, the Local Committee for 
any district must satisfy this Committee of the existence of acute and exceptional 
distress in the district ^m which the claims to be relieved come." 

* o 
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• 

Proposed by his Grace tbe Most Rev. Dr. Trench, seconded by Mr. Thoicas 
PiM, jun. — 

'* That a Local Committee, dispensing relief from this fund, must engage to keep 
a book in which shall be entere<l the names of applicants for relief, particulars 
as to age, occupation, number in family, extent of hmd held (if any), and natore 
and amount of relief iiffonled in each case ; and this l>ook shall always be open to 
the Commitee, and also they will be expected to furnish weekly accounts of receipts 
from this fund and disbursements of the same." 

Onlered. that the meetings for the present be held three times a week— on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Satimiays — at the hour of three p.m. 

The Committee then adjourned to Tuesday, the 6th instant, at three o^dock. 



ORDINARY MEETING— COilMUNICATIONS. 
The Committee met January 13th in the Mansion House. 

Right Hon. the Lord Mayor in the chair. 

Members present — Ilis Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Trench, T. M. Hdttom; 
Rev. Canon Bagot, J. F. Lombard, Sir G. Owens, Rev. J. Daniel, V. B. Dillon, 
Alderman Harris, W. M. Murphy, G. Delany, D. Drimmie, P. M, Fay, Sir J. 
Barrington, Charles Kennedy, I). Drummond. 

The minutes of kst meeting were read and confirmed. 

The cash statement showed that the total amount of subscriptions received up 
to the present is £4,414. 

It was resolved that such subscribers as have not yet sent in their subscriptions 
be requested to do so at once. 

A telegram was read from Mr. R. O'Gorman, of New York, stating that a Relief 
Committee had been formed in that city, and promising to give further particulars bj 
letter. 

A telegram was also receivwl from the Mayor of New York, expressing 
sympathy for the great distress, and anuouncing that he had communicated with the 
Relief Committee and the Public Press of New York on the matter. 

Letter receiveil from the Mayor of Bolton enclosing £50, the first instalment 
from that town in aid of the Irish Relief Fund. 

Letter also received fn>m the Right Hon. the Lonl Mayor of London, enclosing 
i:500 which he had received from the Queensland National Bank — First instalment 
from Brisbane in aid of the Irish Relief Fund. 

The Mayors of Manchester, Preston, and Chester also wrote promising 
co-operation. 

The following letter from the Most Rev. Dr. Gilloolt, Bishop of Sligo, was 
read and noted on the minutes : — 

'• Sligo, January 8, 1880. 
" My Dear Lord Mayor, 

*' Your Lordship could not inaugurate your year of office more nobly and usefully 
than by organising, as you have done at your meeting of last Friday, the Mansion 
House Central Committee for the rt»lief of the destitution now so rapidly spreading 
over our aitticted coimtr}'. The long roll of representative name-? from every class 
and creed, which I have read on your Committee list, is in itself a proof, not onlv of 
the necessity that exists for the action of the (?omiiiiltee, but of the predominating 
influence which Cliristian cliarity so happily exercises in our metn>polis, especially in 
periods of public distress, over religious and political prejudices. 
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'' As yonr Committee is anxious to obtain information regarding the distressed 
districts of the country, I feel it my duty to at once make known to you the condition 
of the poor people of this diocese ; and 1 am enabled to do so with entire certainty 
by the detailed statements I have lately received from each of my priests respecting 
his own flock, statements made in every case from his own personal observations and 
inquiries. 

** Of this diocese generally, I may say that the failure of crops, the loss and 
depreciation of live stock, and other causes of distress, which have been severely felt 
in other parts of Ireland, have pressed on us with exceptional severity. The potato 
crop was all but totally lost in the County Roscommon ; scarcely one- tenth of it was 
fit for human use. The hay was lost, and the grass injured to a great extent on our 
low-lying, undrained lands. The sheep of Koscommon, which constitute its chief 
soiu'ce of prosperity, perished by disease from end to end of the county, to the 
impoverishment, in very many cases to the utter ruin, of graziers and farmers. 
Business has collapsed in our towns ; tenants are unable to pay their rents ; land- 
lords themselves are straitened and embarrassed ; in a word, distress is universal ; 
whilst in the cottier and small tenant class, especially along the sea-side and in worn- 
out bog-lands, there are thousands of families already suffering from hunger ; and if 
relief does not speedily reach them, famine, sickness, and death will soon visit their 
desolate cabins. When such is the distressed condition of the classes usually prosperous 
and comfortable, and when the majority of our peasantry have neither money 
nor credit, and a large proportion of them not even the necessaries of life, it is 
evident beyond denial that the means of relief cannot come from the people them- 
selves, either in the form of extra poor-rate or of private voluntary alms ; and that 
to impose an adequate relief tax on the tenants and landlords of the destitute districts 
would be in reality to reduce the whole country to the same level of pauperism ; 
whilst by the operation of this Poor Law relief, through Gregory's quarter-acre 
clause, the cottiers and small landholders would be doomed by thousands to eviction 
and death. Hence the conviction so loudly and generally proclaimed by public bodies 
and private individuals, without distinction of class or creed, that the means of relief 
should come chiefly from the Treasury. So far the Treasury remains closed 
against us, and there is not even a promise that it will be opened. It occurs to me, 
then, to suggest to your Committee that it would be clearly within the range of your 
duties to press the action of the Government in this matter, and to do so with all the 
influence that belongs to so large and representative a body. In the absence of 
Government relief tlie efforts of your Committee will barely mitigate the general 
destitution, and dimmish the number of deaths from starvation ; they will be totally 
inadequate to save the health of the people from hunger and cold, much more so to 
enable them to seed their lands and to escape another famine in 1881. On the other 
hand, as a supplement to State relief, your contributions will save the life and health 
of thousands who cannot benefit by public works, and for this very large class of 
destitute poor your most generous efforts would be required. You would have a 
perfect right, it seems to me, to press this view on the Government. * :;: 

« « « « « « 

** I cannot close this letter, long as it is, without offering an observation, 
suggested by certain Local Committee arrangements, lately announced in the public 
papers. The observation is — that the Parochial or other Local Committees, through 
which you will distribute your fund, although they may usefully include Poor-law 
Guardians, ought to be distinct from and independent of the Poor-law Union 
organisation ; and that the selection of families for relief should not be left to land- 
lords, agents or bailiffs, no more than to I'oor-law relieving officers. 

** The chief object of your Committee and of our Parochial Committees is, as I 
understand it, to save the destitute labourers, cottiers, and small farmers not only 
from death and sickness by starvation but also from the workhouse ; to enable them 
to keep their families together until the evil days shall have passed over. Now, it is 
a matter of unhappy n(3toriety, that in Connemara and in other places that I could 
name, advantage is being taken of the destitution of the small landholders to evict 
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tbem and get rid of them ;* and a conviction prevails amongst the peasantry in ever^ 
part of the destitute districts that now, as in 1847, the landlords are anxious to force 
them into the workhouse in order to level their cabins and free themselves from 
further liability for their support. Such being the case, it seems to me that the relief 
through which we hope to be able to keep those poor people in their homes and 
holdings should not be entrusted for distribution to those who are even suspected of 
a desire to deprive them of their homes. 

*' I have the honour to remain, my dear Lord Mayor, 

Your very faithful servant, 

"*L. GnxooLT.- 

-• 
A letter was also received from the Most Rev. Dr. Woodlock, Bishop of 
Ardagh, which was referred to the Sub-Committee. 

Several applications for assistance to relieve distress were read, query sheets 
forwarded, and the letters referred to the Sub-Committee appointed to deal with 
applications. 

The Committee were waited on by Mr. S. C. M'Corhack, Solicitor, of 
Carramore, who was deputed by the clergy of his district of all denominations to request 
that some relief might be extended to the people in the neighbourhood of BelmuUet 
and surrounding district. Mr. M^Cohmack stated that a small subscription had already 
been got up locally, but that this was barely sufficient to keep the people temporarily 
from starvation. He stated the people were most anxious to obtain work, and that 
he had known them to remain out in all weather from eight o'clock in the morning 
till six in the evening, working hard, for a shilling a day. J\Iany of them were now 
living on turnips. The landlords of the district were non-resident, and had given no 
assistance. 

Applicatiods in due form for relief were entertained for the following localities, 
and the sums stated, respectively, were granted in each case : — 

Tubbercurry, £25; Arklow, £25; Ballintubber, £20; Oughterard, JE30; 
Caherciveen, £30. 

* The return to an order of the House of Lords, issued in January, 1881, giring the number of 
evictione throughout Ireland w)iioh came to the knowledge of the constabulary in each quarter 
of the year ending December dlst, 18B0, sets forth the following: — 

In the quarter ending dlst March, 554 families, or 2,748 persons were e\icted. Of these, 
04 families, or 800 persons, were re-admitted as tenants, and 235 families, or 1,167 persons as 
caretakers. 

In the quarter ending 30th June. 6S0 families, or 3.508 persons, were evicted, Of these 69 
families, or 208 persons, were re-admitted as tenants, and 25U families, or 1,355 persons, as caretakers 

In the quarter ending 30th September, 071 . families, or 3,447 persons, were evicted. Of 
these 42 families, or 197 persons, were re-admitted as tenants, and 300 fisunilies, or 2,158 persons, 
as caretakers. • 

In the quarter ending the dlst December, 198 families, or 054 persons, were evicted. Of 
these 40 families, or 250 persons, were re-admitted as tenants, and 03 lamilies, or 316 persons, as 
caretakers. 

The totals for the year were— 2.110 families, or 10,057 persons, evicted. Of these 217 families, 
or 1,021 persons, were re-admitted as tenants, and 047 families, or 4,006 persons, as caretakers. 

Taking the returns by provinces, the subjoined shows that 

In Ulster there were 407 families, or 2,401 persons evicted. Of these 52 families, or 
237 persons, were re-admitted as tenants, and 275 families, or 1,407 persons, as caret-akers. 

In Leinster there were 484 families, or 2,105 persons evicted. Of these 05 families, or 269 
persons, were re-admitted as tenants, and 180 families, or 043 persons, as caretakers. 

In Connaught 387 families, or 1.080 persons, were evicted. Of these, 22 families or 07 
persons, were readmitted as tenants, and 104 families, or 030 persons, as caretakers. 

In Munsier 742 families, or 4,075 persons, were evicted. Of these 78 families, or 419 
persons, were re-admitted as tenants, and 810 families, or 1,710 persons, as caretakers, [Tenants 
re-admitted, forfeit their previous rights,] 
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DEPUTATION TO OBTAIN SEED GRANT. 

On the 29 th January a deputation from the Mansion House Com- 
mittee for the Relief of Distress in Ireland, waited on his Grace the 
Duke of Marlborough, and the Right Honourable James Lowtuer, M.P., 
the Chief Secretary, at the Castle, for the purpose of urging upon the 
Government the necessity of supplying potato and other seed to the 
small farmers, in order to prevent the occurrence of a famine next year. 
The deputation consisted of the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, his Grace 
Archbishop Trench, Mr. P. J. Smyth, M.P. ; Sir John Barrington, 
Sir James W. Mackey, Sir George Owens, Mr. Jonathan Pim, the 
Rev. Canon Bagot, Alderman Purdon, Mr. George Brown, M.P., 
Mr. William Lane Joynt, and Mr. Charles Kennedy. 

The Lord Mavor — ^Your Grace, at one of the earliest meetings of the Mansion 
House Committee for the reh'ef of distress in Ireland, the question of the supply of 
seed to small farmers, more particularly seed potatoes, was brought under the 
attention of the Committee. They considered it as of vast importance, because they 
thought that probably in the distressed districts the supply of seed potatoes would 
be consumed as food, and that in any case the bad seed of this year would be likely, 
if sown, to produce a recurrence of failure of the crop next year. They referred the 
matter to a Sub-Committee in order to see what could be done, and the Sub- 
Committee reported that it scarcely came within the immediate «6cope of the objects 
of the Committee, which was appointed to collect funds for the relief of immediate 
destitution. In any case our funds are not sufficiently large to deal with the matter. 
Therefore the Committee resolved to appoint a deputation, and to ask your Grace 
and the Chief Secretary to confer with them on the subject ; and it is with the view 
of pressing on your Grace as the representative of the* Government, the great im« 
portance of this matter, and the necessity for immediate action, that this deputation, 
which is a truly representative one, has come to-day. Mr. Pim will be able to give 
your Grace some facts within his knowledge in connection with the famine of 1 847, 
in the relief of which it is known that he took so active a part by the supply of 
seed for the subsequent harvest, the want of which was one of the causes that then 
produced such an amount of intense distress. Some gentlemen who are better 
conversant than I am with the practical details of the subject wiU also lay their 
views before you. 

Mr. JosATHAN PiM — I did not anticipate that I would be called on, but I think 
the subject is sufficiently clear without going into details or giving any statistics. It is 
of paramount importance that good seed should be sown for the coming year. The 
Lord Mayor has stated that the very poor farmers will be obliged to eat their 
potatoes, and it is very fortunate that they will. I should be almost inclined to say 
it would be better that the land remained unsown than that they should sow the 
refuse of the bad crop of last year. I may remind your Grace that there was a 
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distribution of wjcd in the vear 1847. The Government then took the matter in 
hand. I do not know to what extent the distribution took place, but it was not of 
potato seed alone, nor even oats, but also of turnip, cabbage, parsnip and carrot 
seed. The object then was to draw away the attention of the small farmers in the 
remote parts of Ireland from the planting of potatoes, and it was expected that great 
benefit would be derived from the planting of other crops. About 40,0001bs of seed 
were transferred by the Government to the Committee, of which I was one of the 
secretaries, and were distributed by us in addition to a considerable quantity — I am 
not sure of the exact amount, but I should say it exceeded 150,00' dbs— that had been 
previously distributed by ourselves. The seed was distributed by agents employed 
almost wholly in the West of Ireland, and in very small quantities, and to a very 
large number of persons gratuitously. 

The Lord Lieutenant — By Government ofUcials ? 

Mr. Pjm — 1 cannot say; I know that Government seed was distributed, but I 
cannot say how it was done. I can only speak of what was distributed by our 
Committee ; in many cases individuals were employed as agents. 

The Loud Lieutexakt— Did you get a subsidy from the Government then ? 

Mr. PiM — We had made over to us about 40,00' >lbs of seed which remained over 
from the Government distribution. It would be easy to ascertain what was done by 
the Government at that time. I only wish to point out that the thing was done, and 
that whatever was not distributed by the Government was handed over to our 
Committee, and that we distributed it both in 1847 and 1848. I believe that a 
considerable amount of food was produced from the seed so distributed on land that 
w^ould not have been sown at all but for that distribution. I think also that the 
beneficial result of it remains to the present day, for fhere is a very much larger 
quantity of cabbage, turnips, and other vegetables of that description grown now in 
the West of Ireland than there was thirty years ago. But it is clear that the object 
at the present time is a totally different one. It is not to alter the kinds of roots or 
plants which have hei'etofore been grown by the small farmers, but to provide them 
with seed which is likely to produce good crops. Your Grace must see that it ia 
beyond the power of a Committee like ours to undertake anything of the sort. 

'J'he LoKD Lieutenant — What kind of seed, in your opinion, ought to be pro- 
vided ? Potato seed is what the Lord Mayor has alluded to. Is it your opinion that 
potato and other seed should be provided, or other seed in preference to potato seed ? 

Mr. Pjm — Our idea, I think, is that potatoes and oats are the most important 
crops. No doubt other crops ought to be sown, but it is of paramount importance to 
procure a fail* potato and a good oat crop. 

The Lord Mayor — Your Grace, as far as the Committee were concerned, they 
only took into consideration the potato and oats question. 

The Lord Likutknant— Have you gone into the matter so as to obtain any 
idea or estimate of the quantity of seed that would be required, either looking to the 
number or size of the holdings or to the number of persons to be assisted ? 

The LoHD Mayor — They have not, because they considered that that would be 
a thing to ascertain accurately after a little time, and that it was desirable first to 
place the question of principle before you. There would then be, perhaps, sufficient 
time to go into the details if the deputation got any encouragement to do so. 

The LoHD Lieutenant — j^t what time ought the planting to commence ? 

The Kev. Canon Bagot — I might say a word with regard to the two questions 
which your Grace has put, having been the mover of this matter in the Mansion 
House Committee, and having given it a great deal of attention. At the outset I 
woqjil say that 1 think there is a difference between the distress existing in Ireland 
now and the famine of 1846 and 1847. I think it will be found that the most dis- 
tressed portion of the population now is a class which were not so badly off in 1846 
and 1847 — namely, the farmers holding from four or five to twenty or twenty-fiye 
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acres. As an instance, I may mention that I visited a farmer in my own district of 
Kildare, who is the holder of sixteen acres, and there was not a particle of food in his 
house except some turnips and some Indian meal. The man had not asked for 
relief, and a neighbour of his told me that before he would do so he would starve. 
This I only give as an illustration ; but, thank God, such cases are rare in my own 
part of the country. Your Grace asked a question as to the holdings of Ireland. I 
find that in the two provinces of Munster and Connaught there are 118,500 holdings 
of under fifteen acres. 

The Lord Lieutenant. — What kind of rating would these have ? 

Rev. Canon Bagot. — Oh, I did not go into the point of rating. I assumed that 
one out of every three of these holdings would require assistance in some shape or 
form, and I found that to give half an Irish acre of potato-seed to one-third of the 
total number of holdings would take £160,000. Of course this is a mere estimate, 
but I believe the figures are right. In order to give to all the holdings in Ireland of 
the same extent, potato-seed for half an English acre it would take Jf 270,000. I 
jotted down these figures just to impress upon you how little any voluntary 
organisation could do in the way of dealing with this important matter ; and I 
think our Committee are unanimous as to the inability of any private organisation 
to do so. "We are quite aware of the difiiculties ; but the urgent and pressing 
question is to avert an almost worse disaster next year. I don't think there will 
be any potato-seed left amongst the farmers— it will have to be eaten ; and that may 
be a very good thing, since for the last two or three years the potato crop has been 
getting worse and worse in Ireland. But the farmers are as much in want of oats 
for seed. With respect to time, it is of almost paramount importance that the 
potato crop should be put down, if possible, in the month of March, and certainly not 
later than the first week in April. Many people put potatoes down even in February, 
but the last fortnight in March is perhaps the very best time for sowing that crop. 
Of course if the Government take up this question a large amount of matters of 
detail will have to be settled with respect to protection and the mode of distributing 
the seed, so that there is really not a moment to be lost if we are to have a potato crop 
and an oat crop next year. L know a good deal of what landlords have been doing 
in the way of giving seed, but it will be a mere drop in the ocean compared with 
what will be required for the wants of Ireland. The question, therefore, is one of 
really vital importance to the country, and I hope it will receive due consideration 
from the Government. 

The Chief Secretary — From your practical knowledge would you prefer oat 
seed to other seeds ? 

Rev. Canon Bagot — Well, I think the simple answer to that is that the 
climate of Ireland is very suitable for oats. No doubt barley is largelv grown in 
many parts of the country ; but if a small farmer grows barley he sells it off his 
land and very often spends the money in other ways than buying food, whereas if he 
has grown oats he sends it to the mill, and gets it back at once in a form in which 
it can be used for food. Many persons in my neighbourhood are living on oatmeal. 

The Chief Secretary — Having regard to the climate of Ireland, I would 
have expected you to suggest grass seed. I thought you were following up Mr, Pim's 
suggestion. 

The Lord Lieutenant — What I gathered from Mr. Pim's remarks was, that 
at the time of the former famine it was the object of the Government rather to 
discourage the growing of potatoes, (is being an uncertain crop and liable to failure^ 
and to show that other crops might be grown to greater advantage by the small 
farmers and other poor people. On the other hand, the converse of that seems to 
be now the proposition, and potatoes and oats are now put forward — I don't give any 
opinion as to whether it is right or wrong — as being the crops essential for the small 
farmers. Potatoes seem now to have recovered their importance in the domestic 
agriculture of the small farmers. 
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The Lord Mayor — I can point out to your Grace the view taken by the 
Committee on this question. We did not think it would be wise to seek to interfere 
with the ordinary culture of the country, or to try to be wiser than the farmers 
themselves as to what crops suited their particular holdings. We were aware that 
where the potatoes have not failed the produce would be eaten. We did not wish to 
substitute one class of crop for another, but to secure that cultivation should proceed 
in its natural course uninterfered with, as far as the course of the crops is concerned, 
by us. We knew that oats and potatoes were the two staple crops. With reference 
to the question of grass seed, there is no danger that it will be eaten by hungry men. 

The Lord Lieutenant — Just so. 

The Lord Mayor — Potatoes may be eaten, but whatever grass seed exists will 
remain, and no person will eat it. Of course the grass farmers have suffered from 
the depression, but not to the same extent as the tenants of small holdings. 

The Chief Secretary — I don't wish to be misunderstood. I asked Canon Baoot, 
who I know possesses a practical knowledge of the subject, whether —assuming 
potatoes to be disposed of, as we know they are an article of food — ^he preferred oats 
to any other crop. I asked a practical question and he gave an answer to it. 

Mr. PiM — I wish to give a slight explanation. I don't think that the object 
thirty years ago was so much to discourage entirely the growth of potatoes as to show 
the people of the West of Ireland that there were other crops worthy of their atten- 
tion. I do think that that object has been achieved. But it is perfectly evident that 
the main crops of the country have been, and continue to be, potatoes and oats; and 
one object now is to provide better seed for both than the people have been accustomed 
to sow, especially as regards potato seed. 1 believe there is no question that it is of 
great importance to change the seed, whereas the people in the West of Ireland have 
been in the habit of planting their own potatoes again and again. By growing a 
better seed in those and other districts, we should hope to secure a good crop next 
year, instead of a bad one. 

Rev. Canon Baqot — In one respect there is an essential difference between the 
present time and 1847. At that time there were large numbers of labourers occupying 
quarter-acre lioldings, and subsisting on potatoes. But now it is not merely a question 
as to the subsistence of a large number of labouring people, but there is a class of 
farmers who require assistance as regards the ordinary staple crop of the country. 

The Lord Lieutenant^ — I suppose you will not exclude the class whose holdings 
are rated at under £4t. These are now, as much as any other class, suffering from 
famine and distress, and I suppose the potato would be a very essential crop to them. 

Mr. P. J. Smith was understood to say that there were large numbers of that 
class in Mayo. 

The Lord Lteutfnant — There are not so many of them as there were in the 
famine times ; but, at the same time, they exist as a class, and they must be attended 
to as well as the others. 

Rev. Canon Bagot — A valuation of £4 may in a great many cases represent 
a holding of fifteen or sixteen acres. In Munster and Connaught there are 18,800 
holdings of under one acre, 59,000 of from one to five acres, and 70,500 of from five 
to fifteen acres. 

The Lord Ltkdtenant — Assuming the importance of providing seed potatoes 
for those people, what is your opinion as to the quantity of ground that ought to be 
planted with potatoes in order to prevent a disaster in the way of a famine from 
recurring in another year ? 

Rev. Canon Bagot — Well, that is not a point to which I have given sufficient 
attention to be able to answer off book. My calculation was that half an acre of 
seed potatoes should be given all round ; but of course many of these would be 
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farmers holding sixteen or eighteen acres of ground, and they generally have from 
an acre to an acre and a half of potatoes. 

The LfORD Lieutenant — You see there is an important distinction to draw in 
this way. Assuming — which we have not yet granted — that it is necessay to make 
provision in the way of potato seed, it becomes very necessary to determine the 
quantity of seed to be provided. If it is to be granted, it must be by way of gift or 
loan, or something of that sort. I suppose you would not assume that the tenant or 
the small farmer should plant as much potatoes as he liked. He might, perhaps, get 
a quantity of seed, and might plant a considerable extent of ground, and derive a 
profit out of the seed Id granted ; whereas, I suppose your idea and contention would 
be, that he should have simply seed enough to prevent famine in future years. "What 
I want to know is, on that assumption — in order to prevent famine in future years — 
what do you think is the quantity of ground which should be put under potatoes, the 
the seed being provided in some extraordinary manner ? 

Rev. Canon Bagot — Taking the number of each family at six, my calculation 
is that half an acre of seed would be perfectly sufficient. 

The Chief Secretary — Do you contemplate providing persons belonging to 
the classes to whom you have referred merely with the means of sustenance for 
themselves and families in the coming year, or do you contemplate anything in the 
nature of a speculation on their part ? 

Rev. Canon Bagot— We ask assistance merely to enable them to supply food 
for themselves and their families in the coming year, and not for anything as a 
source of profit ; however, I am only expressing my individual opinion. 

The Lord Lieutknant was understood to ask what quantity of ground did the . 
deputation tluuk should be planted with oats. 

Bev. Canon Bagot — That is a very serious question, and 1 should rather not 
answer it. Of course, I could give my own opinion. If I understand your Grace, 
your question is — supposing that there is help to be given to the farmer in oats and 
})otatoes, what amount of ground should be planted with potatoes and what amount 
with oats ? 

The Lord Lieutenant — Yes. 

The Rev. Canon Bagot — That is a question that I really think is for considera- 
tion by each district. There are some districts in which the whole of the relief 
should be given in potato seed. There are other districts where, no doubt, it would 
be found that half oats and half potatoes would be better. But with the little 
information that I possess, I would not like to answer the question. 

The LoHD Lieutenant — Supposing that the Government came to the conclusion 
of rendering extraordinary assistance, they could not be called on to render assistance 
to the farmers in the ordinary course of cropping their farms. Your point is simply 
to prevent famine in the coming year. That I understand to be the point. The 
distinction is a very important one to draw. 

Alderman Purdon — The potato and oat crops come into consumption earlier 
than any others. I recollect that in 1848 the Government gave a grant for the 
purpose of employing thoroughly practical farmers to instruct the small farmers how 
to sow the seed given to them, and they were very successful. 1 think that was kept 
up for two or three years. The Agricultural Society found that the potato had been 
grown continuously and extensively to the exclusion of other crops, and the failure 
of that crop having made such ravages in 1848, that caused them to think that some 
remedy should be applied. But I believe there is no crop which gives more useful 
food to the population than the potato. • It not alone feeds their families, but assists 
the people in rearing of the pig, which has been called the ** rent-payer." 

The Lord Lieutenant — You see it is a very important point to determine the 
quantity of potato seed that will be required. Canon Bagot's contention is that half 
an acre would be a fairly reasonable quantity. As regards oats, it would be equally 
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important to determine the quantity that would be necessary to prevent destitutioD 
and also to prevent famine in the coming year. 

Alderman Purdon — That would depend very much on the size of the farm. 
The less potatoes and the less oats the more grass. The small fanner cannot afford 
to keep over his stock for any length of time. He must produce young stock and sell 
them. I am sure Canon Baoot would rather see one acre of potatoes and two acres 
of oats than half an acre of each. 

The Ghikf SKcnETAiiY — I don't express any opinion as to whether the Govern- 
ment should give any assistance at all or not. I am merely asking questions for 
information, tlie same as his Grace has done. All parties whom I have consulted are 
of opinion that potatoes and oats, and, in fact, I may say almost every crop except 
grass, are of very doubtful investment in Ireland owing to its climate and soiL 

Alderman Pukdon — I would suggest a mixture of green crops, such as turnips, 
carrots, and parsnips. 

Rev. Canon Bagot — I am, unfortunately, in the position of having a farm on 
which I could not grow grass. I am afraid a great number of fanners in Ireland are 
in the same position. 

The Chief Secretary — Of course they are. 

Rev. Canon Bagot — You must have tillage. But we are only here on the 
food question, and not with reference to any profit outside it. 

The LoHD LiifUTENANT — Does any other gentleman wish to make any remarks ? 

Alderman Pukdon — I am sorry for having to make so many, but I rather dis- 
sent from one remark of Canon I^agot, to the effect that this question chiefly effects 
small farmers, the holders of not more than five acres. In the County of Mayo the 
labouring clii«»sos, generally speaking, don't get employment for more than a quarter 
of the year, and they are supported in tlie winter by potatoes grown on ground which 
they hold in conacre from the small farmers. I think that a very undesirable state 
of things, but it is the fact. Although I think it has died out in Leinster, it has not 
died out in Connaught. But there is a large number of these men whom it would 
be quite as important to assist by supplying food and seed to them as the small 
farmers. 

The Lord Likutenant — I would just ask one other question, I am rather 
inquisitive : would there be the same difficulty, I don't mean in point of money, in 
providing oats for the farmers as potatoes ? It would require some organisation in 
order to provide a consi^lerable amount of potatoes. The potato crop has perfectly 
failed in many parts. Jn some places they have been eaten and in others they have 
deteriorated, so that according to the views of Canon Bagot and the other speakers 
it would be desirable that the people should consume them, so as to have fresh seed 
to start with. That renders the case of the potato a peculiar one altogether. Is it 
the same with the oats ? Have the oats so failed, and is there the same difficulty 
with respect to the crop that Government assistance and Government organisation 
will be necessary in order to provide for the people ? 

Rev. Canon Bagot— I think we never had a finer crop in Ireland than the oats 
last year. 1 am afraid that the potato crop has been an extensive failure, and you 
may not be able, without enormous difficulty, to get the quantity of seed that will be 
required for next year's crop. In many cases 1 think the difficulty would be greatly 
lessened by relying on oats as a supplementary crop. 

The Chief Secretary — It very much comes to what I thought at first—that 
it is your intention to encourage the growth of oats to a great extent. You not 
merely propose that the ordinary oat crop should continue to be sown, but you 
rather think it is the best crop to be grown. 

Rev. Canon Bagot — For food. It is always to be taken for granted that we 
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come here on tlie food question, and it is to bo remembered that the small farmers 
and labourers use a great deal of oatmeal. The oats can be sent to the mill and got 
back as oatmeal before the potatoes are ready at all. 

At the close of the interview, 

The Lord Lieutenant said— I will just say a few words, my Lord Mayor, in 
answer to the deputation. Of course you will understand that in what I say now 1 
merely speak for myself and the Chief Secretary, and that we don't at all pledge 
the (iovernment to any line or course. Of course what is represented to us here it 
will be our duty to represent to the Government in England, and to give them every 
opportunity of formiug a full and fair estimate of the circumstances. Juntas regards 
ourselves, 1 wish to say this, that it must not be supposed that this point has at all 
escaped our attention. 1 may say it is a point which for my own part — and I know 
1 may answer for my right honourable friend the Chief Secretary also — we have 
been considering anxiously for some time past. But you will see, as has, indeed 
been stated by gentlemen here, that it is a very wide question. ]t may involve the 
expenditure of a very large sum of money, and can only be determined on a very 
accurate basis. Otiier points arc involved, including the usual course of economic 
husbandry in the country, and it is a question which involves a request for the grant 
of a considerable subsidy from Government for the purpose of providing seed to a 
certain extent to carry out the ordinary occupations and operations of husbandry in 
the country. The first thing of course for you to do must be to form an accurate 
estimate of the sum that will be required, and of the real extent of the want that is 
represented. 1 don't think we can go a step in the direction you point out until 
we are able to form an accurate estimate of what are the wants in the matter. 
Of course the conversation that has taken place here will have pointed out how 
many points of difficulty there are in the matter. Canon Bagot has very kindly given 
us the advantage of his great experience and knowledge of the subject as regards 
what he would recoitamend. Of course, as he stated himself, it was only his 
individual opinion, and on further examination it might have to be modified in 
various ways. Therefore I think the first point of all is to be enabled to form an 
accurate estimate of the real want that is before us in the country. I quite see 
the importance of losing no time. 1 believe it is a matter that we must at once 
consider. For my own part I am quite willing to give it my full and earnest 
consideration, and I may say the same for my right honourable friend, the Chief 
Secretary. I can see no better way of doing this than for you to appoint two or 
three gentlemen to confer with us on the subject. Canon Bagot has great 
experience, and other gentlemen have great experience ; and we shall be very happy 
to meet any gentlemen for the purpose of talking the matter over, with a view to 
arriving at a conclusion as to the actual requirements that might be necessary to be 
provided for. When this has been done it will then be our duty to represent the 
whole case to the Government, giving them all the facts, but without prejudging 
the question in any way, or saying what the decision of the Government in England 
may be. But if we get the information we want, it will be our duty to present it in 
the best manner we can with a view to arriving at a conclusion. But I would 
impress on the gentlemen present that the subject has engaged our attention, and 
that we are now in course of making inquiries with respect to it, and shall be in 
possession of a considerable amount of information in a short time ; and if we can 
have, in addition to that information, the advantage of the experience of any 
gentlemen here present, with whom we shall be very willing to confer, I think it will 
help the matter forward, and we shall be enabled, I hope, to arrive at some kind of 
estimate of the actual necessities of the case. Of course, when we get that information, 
and have a clear view of the whole wants of the case, we shall then be enabled to 
make such propositions, and present the case in such a way to the Government in 
England that they will be able to consider it fairly, which 1 am sure they will do, 
and with a view to the best interests of the country. 

The Lord Mayor— Your Grace, on the part of the deputation, I have to thank 
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you and Mr. Lowther for giving U8 this long and patient hearing, and for the kind 
and sympathetic answer which you have given to us. We shall be delighted to cany 
out your Grace^s suggestion of appointing some gentlemen of experience to confer 
with you on the subject Three or four gentlemen will do themselves the honour of 
waiting on your Grace whenever it suits your convenience. 

The Lord Lieutenant — If you will let mo know when the gentlemen are to 
come, I shall meet them. 

The deputation then withdrew. 



Note. — ^Thc following statistics, taken from *' Thom's Directory," represent 
the extent, produce, and value of the wheat, oat, and potato crops, during the six 
years previous to 1880 : — 
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DEPUTATION TO CHIEF SECRETARY IN REFERENCE TO 

DISTRESS. 

On Saturday, 8th May, 1880, a deputation from the Mansion House 
Committee waited on the Chief Secretary, the Right Hon. W. E. Forstee, 
at his offices in the Castle, for the purpose of laying before him a state- 
ment setting forth the real nature and extent of the distress in 
Ireland. Mr. Robinson of the Local Government Board, and Mr. Burk£, 
Under Secretary, were in attendance. 

The Deputation consisted of — 

The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, Mr. Brooks, M.P., Mr. P. J. Smyth, M.P., 
Archbishop Trench, the Rev. Nicholas Donneixt, Administrator, Westland-row, 
Rev. James Daniel, P.P., Rev. Canon Bagot, Sir John Bakuington, Sir George 
Owens, Mr. Jonathan Pim, the Rev. Dr. Kikkpatrick, Mr. Charles Kennedy, 
Mr. J. F. Lombard, Mr. Edward Fox, Alderman Pdrdon, Alderman Harris, 
Mr. John O'Connok, Mr. Richard Allen, Mr. Maxwell IIutton, Mr. V. B. Dilix)k, 
and Mr. M*Cabe Fay. 

The Lord Mayor, addressing the Chief Secretary, said they appeared before him 

as a deputatfon from the Mansion House Committee, which was originated for the 

alleviation of distress in Ireland. They sought an interview with him at the 

earliest moment, being aware that he was about to return to England shortly, in 

order to lay before him a few facts which they consider to be of great importance. 

Their Committee had now been at work for some four months. They had received a 

very considerable sum for distribution in aid of the distress, amounting to about 

;ei50,000. They had distributed some £180,000 of that, and they had some £30,000 

left in their hands. They had, more or less, depending upon them 800 Local Committees 

established throughout the country, and some hundreds of thousands of people were 

receiving relief through those Local Committees. They had distributed on an average 

£30,000 per month. It had been somewhat more latterly. Last month it amounted 

to £37,000. This month — that is the month ending last week — it amounted to 

£33,000. They had very strong testimony that large numbers of the people were 

absolutely dependent for the means of subsistence from day to day upon the relief 

afforded through the charitable organisation of the Mansion House, and there were 

many others depending on other similar organisations. They had evidence which 

they deemed convincing that the distress was not likely to be in any considerable 

degree mitigated before the end of July and the coming in of the new harvect ; and 

the Committee did not see any reason to sanguinely hope that their resources would 

be maintained for that period. They thought they saw signs of the diminution of 

contributions to their fund. It had been decreasing rapidly of late, and the amount 

they now had on hands would only suffice to meet the distress for about a month. 

They therefore feared that for the ensuing two months there would be a cessation of 

the charitable relief afforded by the Mansion House Committee, and he thought the 

other charitable committees were in a somewhat similar condition. They believed 

there was no very great likelihood of the charitable contributions keeping up to an 

extent sufficient to deal with the distress as it had been hitherto dealt with by the 

charitable committees. At any rate, they believed that so far as their Committee 

was concerned, they would not have resources sufficient to cany on the relief up to the 
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begiuning of August, and they believed it was absolutely necessary tbat aid should be 
given up to the end of August. They thought that when the time came when they 
might be driven for want of funds to cease their charitable distribution, a very severe 
shock miglit occur. They feared there was no organisation at present in existence 
which could take up their work. 

Owing to many causes — owing to the extreme, and not unnatural but laudable, 
reluctance of the people to accept poor-law relief, even in the shape of out-door 
relief — owing to various other causes which it was unnecessary to go into in detail, they 
feared that when their relief ceased, as they feared it must in the course of some five 
or six weeks, except something unexpected occurred, a large number of persons 
would be left in an utterly destitute condition. They thought it right to represent 
these facts to him (Mr. Forster) in order that the Government should have full 
notice of what they believed to be the danger likely to ensue on the cessation of 
their work, except full preparation was made in the meantime for some other 
organisation to keep the people from starvation until the coming in of the harvesL 
'I'hey did not think they would be justified in making to the Government any specific 
recommendation as to what course might be adopted, but they felt that a heavy 
responsibility in one sense rested upon them, because, owing to their organisation, they 
had brought large numbers of the destitute to look to them from week to week for the 
means of subsistence ; and if the day came, and he feared it must come soon, when 
they could give them no further supplies, they would be placed in a desperate 
condition during such period of transition as might be required before some other 
organisation was put in motion. You, Sir (added the Lord Mayor), who were here 
in 1847, and took so deep an interest in the sufferings of the people then — a fact 
which is not forgotten by the Irish people — you are aware that there was a period at 
that time when the relief works ceased, and before the system of giving relief by way 
of food was organised, when more suffering was entailed on the people than at any 
other time ; and what we are anxious about is, that when our organisation, which 
has assumed very great proportions, comes to an end, no such shock shall take place 
as took place during that dreadful period in '47. We see only one way of avoiding 
this, by giving notice of the contingency in sutticient time to enable the Government 
to take the whole subject under its consideration, and to make such provision under 
the circumstances as may be found advisable. I could adduce many proofs to you 
from all quarters of the country of the character of the distress, but I do not think 
it is at all necessary to trouble you with them. 

Archbishop Trknch said the observations of the Lord Mayor had so entirely 
anticipated the conclusions at which he had arrived, that it was almost an impertinence 
on his part to occupy time. At the same time it might be well that the testimony 
already given should be confirmed by testimony coming, as it were, from another quarter. 
There were two or three points which it was the purpose of that deputation to bring 
forward. The first was of a negative character. They did not think it desirable to 
suggest any scheme for meeting the present or future distress. It seemed to them 
that their work was, according to the nature of the case, a temporary and transient 
one, and that in the long run the nation, or the Government, which was the 
representative of the nation, should meet the terrible distress which existed through 
the country ; but as a deputation they had no distinct suggestion to make. Perhaps 
if they were to begin to make suggestions, one individual might make one, and 
another another, until the whole unity of the meeting would disappear. But there 
were two points which they especially desired to press upon the Chief Secretary, 
The first was that the distress was certainly — he would not say increasing, for 
altlioufrh that might be a very defensible position, yet some might think it exaggerated 
— but he would say not abating. There might l>e some small alleviations of it here 
and there, but these were counterbalanced in other places by aggravation of the 
distress arising from the length of time it had existed, and from other causes. The 
settled conviction of all who were acquainted with what he should call the primary 
documents relating to the matter, and the letters which had passed between the 
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different Committees, as well as of those who had the relief of the starving poor in 
hand, and who saw it, as it were, before their eyes — and it was a conclusion to which 
they were not led by any external motives, but simply by the actual facts before 
them — was, that the suffering of the people had not abated, but was as intense as 
before. If it were lightening in one place it was deepening in another. Dealing with 
it as a whole, it was as intense now as it had been at any time, and there were no 
grounds for expecting that it would be abated for two months or more. And 
reliance could not be placed on the coming in of voluntary subscriptions to meet the 
terrible gap between the present time and the coming in of the new harvest. A 
noble generosity of giving had shown itself in America, Australia, and elsewhere, but 
it would be very difficult to get that tide of contribution to flow again. It was 
already ebbing, and they had not made the experiment of a second appeal to the 
sympathies of Irish, English, and Americans all over the world. At any rate it 
would be extremely wrong — ^it would be playing with the lives of men — if they relied 
on voluntary contributions to meet the distress of the present and ensuing months. 
Under those circumstances they had thought it right to apply to the Chief Secretary, 
mindful of what he had done in the past to meet distress in Ireland, and confident 
that all that could be done would be done by the Government, of which he was the 
representative. 

Mr. Jonathan Pim said he really had nothing to add to what the Lord Mayor 
had said. Ho fully agreed with the statement that the distress would for the next 
three months probably go on increasing in some districts, although possibly in others 
it might be mitigated. But, on the whole, the average would be much the same, and 
no reliance could be placed on the possibility of getting in any very large amount of 
subscnptions now. Some other means, therefore, must be taken of preparing for the 
future. What those means were he was not prepared to point out. He had ideas 
of his own, but these might be altered by information which the Government alone 
had power to get. He thoroughly agreed with the Lord Mayor as to the danger 
there would be when the funds already collected should be run out. 

Mr. Brooks, M.P., said he entirely concurred in the opinion that the reports as 
to the continuing severity of the distress were thoroughly well founded. The 
mercantile classes of Dublin, who from their business connections had peculiar 
opportunities of ascertaining the state of the country, had expressed the opinion that 
unless some other means of relief besides voluntary contributions were provided, very 
great suffering and distress would arise. They felt sure that the Chief Secretary 
would not feel himself bound too much by economic considerations, but would take 
a merciful and compassionate view of the exigencies of the case. 

Mr. P. J. Smith, M.P., said he concurred in everything that had been said as 
to the necessity for relief being provided. He had lately come from one of the richest 
counties in Ireland, where the people were certainly not wanting in independence of 
spirit, and where they had made the most praiseworthy local efforts to relieve the 
distress ; but still they looked forward to a continuance of it during the next three 
months. 

The Rev. Canon Bagot said there was one point to which he wished specially 
to refer. It might be asked, how was the distress increasing ? There was a large 
class in the country who had been more severely hit than any others by the bad harvests 
of the past three years and the want of credit, namely — the small farmers. They 
were now beginning to come into the Committees for relief. They had not been 
previously on the relief lists, and had had up to present their sack of oats or something 
to live on ; but now they had nothing, and were urgently pressing for relief. Again, 
this class were most reluctant to ask for outdoor relief, from two causes. First, they 
were naturally reluctant to apply to the Unions, and, secondly, they were ratepayers 
themselves. The fact was, that a large number of persons who were rated to the 
relief of the poor were themselves actually in a state of pauperism. These facts 
accounted for the pressure that was so likely to be felt during the next three months. 
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The Lord Mayor read a telegram he had just received from Dean M'Manus, P.P., 
Clifden : — " Unless promptly relieved, many deaths from starvation are inevitable. 
Scenes like '47 will result." The llev. Father Rhatigan, who had been carrying on 
a separate relief organisation in the same district, telegraphed, " Great danger of 
deaths from starvation here. Poor creatures night and day on the streets, and no 
more meal to relieve them. . . . For God's sake send amount to any Committee 
80 that the people may be saved." He was getting communications of this sort 
every morning from every part of the country by the score, and he was terrified at 
what might happen when they were able to send no more money. 

Mr. PiM added that the small farmers in good years expected to raise food 
enough for their own consumption : but whenever the year turned out bad they had 
been in the habit of buying meal on credit, to be paid at the harvest. But the 
circumstances that had occurred for the last few years had completely destroyed 
their chance that way, and they could not now get food or anything else on credit. 

The Chief Secretary — Well, gentlemen, I can sincerely say I am obliged to 
you for coming to see me to-day. I was going to say I was glad to meet you — 1 
cannot exactly say that, for I am sorry that the first deputation I should receive in 
Ireland should be in reference to so very dl^^tressing a matter. But I am very glad to 
find that your Chief Magistrate has taken the matter up with spirit and energy in the 
way he has done. I do not want any argument to convince me of the existence of 
distress. I trust it is not what it was in '47 or '48, but I have no doubt it is now very 
severe. What Dean M 'Man us says of possible deaths by starvation reminds me of 
what I myself happened to witness in '47. In England, and perhaps to some extent in 
Ireland also, there has been some doubt about the extent of the distress, but I think 
on occasions of this sort there arc always some cases regarding which there is some 
exaggeration, or possibly even some imposition. I am sure I feel persuaded myself, 
as I think everybody else must be persuaded, that exaggeration in one case does not 
disprove great distress in others, and that imposition even in one case does not prove 
that there is not dreadful misery iu others. I am not at all surprised to find that you are 
80 very much alarmed about the condition of the people during the next two or three 
months, because, though I know it is an advantage that we have not got the cold 
weather, the resources of food must be very much diminished, and I fully expect 
that these two months will be in some respects the worst you will have to deal with — 
the months of June and July, and perhaps part of August — so that I am not 
surprised to find that you are warning the Government of the possibility of your funds 
coming to an end. I hope they will not come to an end. Just a day or two before 
the late Parliament rose I threw the responsibility of providing for the distress in 
Ireland upon the late Government. I do not know whether what I said upon that 
occasion was reported, but. as strongly as I knew how, I said across the table of the 
house to Mr. Loavtuer that the Government ought to be prepared to meet any emer- 
gency that might arise supposing the charitable funds were to cease. I only allude 
to that simply to say that I do not wish to shirk, now that I happen to be here, words 
that I used when I had not the remotest expectation that I should be here. 1 want 
to state now in the strongest possible terms that 1 think it is the duty of the Govern- 
ment (and I shall endeavour that that duty shall be fulfilled) to prevent starvation. 
I am very glad to find, on coming here, that the permanent officials — Mr. Burke and 
the administrators of the Local Government funds — are quite aware of that duty ; 
indeed I may candidly say I have satisfied myself that they are watcliing anxiously 
and carefully almo>«t from day to day the condition of the different distressed districts, 
and are assured of the dangers of the funds ceasing and of the very strong duty that 
devolves upon them to take care that no great calamity may happen in consequence 
of that cessation. I should like to tell you what I find to have been done and what 
is doing now, and I am rather in hopes I shall be able to give one or two facts that 
may give a little more feeling of security, because I think more is being done than the 
pubhc generally are aware of, or are likely to be aware of. There have been large 
advances by way of loans promised to landlords. The amoimt applied for by land- 
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owners as relief loans was £' 1 ,200,000. The amount actually issued — that is to say,the 
money that has actually left the Central Office for the purpose of relief employment — 
is already £189,720, and the sum of i:2r»,i)0() is for second instalments, so that, inas- 
much as no Second instalment can be paid without proof that the first money has been 
spent in relief works, that is a pretty good proof that a good deal of it must have 
already got to work. 1 think that will increase very considerably, and inci;ease 
every week. 

I have got the counties from which the applications for loans have been made, 
and I am irla<l to find that in one or two of the most distressed counties the sum 
which lias gone out is considerable. In Galway the amount actually issued is more 
than £'25,000. \n Roscommon the amount is close upon £15,000, and in Mayo it 
is close on £14,000. To give you an idea how inuch is going out, £21,000 went out 
last week, and that will increase. So much for loans to landlords. Then there are 
the relief works luider presentments made with the consent of the Baronial Sessions. 
I found on coming here that in consequence of the change of Government the 
presentments were in arrear. I do not know whether anybody is to be blamed for 
that, but directly that I heard of it I looked into the figures as quickly as I could. 
I only got into a position to attend to tliem the day before yesterday, but I have 
now gone through all the presentments that are in the otfice, which are sixty, and 
the amount of the expenditure which we have authorized under these sixty present- 
ments is £76,000. Orders for that will go out early next week. Looking through 
those applications, which I have done as carefully as I could with the time I had to 
give them, has given me some idea of the state of the country, and I find that the 
chief reason why they have not been authorised before is a wish not to interfere with 
the Spring work, and also belief that from the middle of this month up to the time 
of the harvest wouhl be the time at which they would be most wanted, and I have a 
very real hope that they will then come in to a very considerable extent. The 
result of that will be — taking, for instance, such a county as Galway — there will be 
dt* 1 0,000 probably spent under these baronial works in labour, in addition to what I 
have already stated has been advanced to the landlords, which is about £25,000. 
Tliat will probably increase every week. It is the same in most of the other 
counties. I should like to state the principle upon which these presentments have 
been authorised. First the baronial sessions have made the presentment. Then the 
officials of the Board of Works have struck out those works which did not appear or 
which they did not believe to be works of utility. Well, I think we should all agree 
that we ought not to sanction useless works. I have a little experience — perhaps 
not a very little experience — and the experience I have had with regard to relief works 
i nEngland as well as wliat I have heard of them in Ireland, convinces me that useless 
work is very little better than gratuitous relief. The next test is that the work is 
really wanted for employment. It is after applying these two tests that these loans 
have been authorised ; but, while applying these tests, the Board of Works authorised 
more than their inspector had reported as necessary for giving employment, and they 
were sent back with instructions that, though the Board of Works only authorised 
what was approved of, yet that the remainder would be open to consideration if it 
should be found necessary. That is what has been actually done. I hope and 
really believe that it will do a good deal towanls getting the people over these two or 
three months. All 1 can say is this, that if it does not, we must resort to other 
measures, and I know no other measures we can resort to except in the first place 
finding out what the boards of guardians or the ratepayers really can do for relief; 
and if it is quite impossible for them to meet the distress, then I think the Government 
must step in. I do not know that I can say more, but that I am perfectly aware of the 
responsibility which falls upon us, and I am very glad to find that these gentlemen, the 
permanent officials here — !Mr. Bukke and others — are as much aware of it as I am, 
and are watching the condition of the coimtry from day to day with great 
care and anxiety. I will simply add this, that, though I fully acknowledge the 
duty of the Government, 1 do hope and trust that the charitable funds will not cease. 

P 
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Whatever the Government does, there will still be great room for charity, 
and I hope that many people will still open their hearts and parses as nobly as they 
have done hitherto. The Government can only relieve extreme distress. There is 
a great deal of misery above the degree of starvation, or of that distress which it is 
the duty of the Government, either local or central, to relieve ; and, also, there is 
this class alluded to by Canon Bagot, this class of small farmers who have a very 
great abhorrence, and a very natural abhorrence, to receiving any Poor-law relief, 
and yet for whom we cannot very well break our role, for if we did there would be 
an end of all rule. That class seems to be manifestly a case in which relief ought 
to be given by charitable means. Before you go, perhaps you will allow me to 
make a few suggestions — I don't know whether I have any right to make suggestions 
at all — I suppose I have very little — but I find that there are four funds in existence in 
Ireland. Inhere is your fimd, and the fund which the Duchess of Marlborough, 
to her very great honour, set to work, and at which she worked with such devotion. 
I fancy many people regret the change of Government on account of the loss of the 
Duchess of Marlborough. And there is the large sum that has been sent from 
America, and the large sum that has been sent from Canada. Would it not be 
possible, as there are still two or three months to be met, that there should be a 
complete understanding between the trustees of these funds as to that sort of 
energetic action that would be required to do whatever charity can do to get over 
this bridge, as it were ? I would also venture to suggest that your Conunittee, with the 
others, should put themselves as much as possible in communication with the Boards 
of Guardians, and let each of them determine what class they would relieve, and if 
in some cases the charitable funds were to take up these small tenants, and leave 
the Boards of Guardians to fulfil their necessary duty of helping the labouring class, 
it might tend to meet the calamity rather better. I do not know that 1 have 
anything more to say. I shall be obliged to return to my Cabinet and Parliamentary 
duties on Monday, but I need hardly say that every suggestion I receive from your 
Committee on this matter of the distress will be most carefully attended to— in fact, 
1 have no greater duty than to do so. 

The Lord Mayor thanked the Chief Secretary very sincerely for the kind 
way in which he had received the deputation. 
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INSUFFICIENCY OF OFFICIAL RELIEF MEASURES. 

MR. DILLON'S REPORT. 

At a meeting of the Committee, held on the 30th April, the Lord 
Mayor in the Chair, the following proceedings took place. 

Mr. V. B. Dillon read the following Report : — 

The Examination Committee beg to report that at their meeting of this day 
(28th April) they had before them and carefully considered 142 applications for relief, 
being a larger number than ever came before this Committee on any previous 
occasion at one sitting. In view, however, of the steady decrease of the Mansion 
House Fund, and of the increasing intensity of the destitution in many districts, 
especially amongst the class of small farmers, the Examination Committee were 
reluctantly obliged to refuse or defer no less than 63 of these applications, while in 23 
instances the Local Committees to which grants were allocated were, at the same time, 
given to understand that such grants must be considered final. Many of those applica- 
tions refused or deferred were of a most pressing character also, which this Committee 
would have felt it their duty promptly to relieve if the funds at their disposal per- 
mitted them to do so with due regard to other districts. In allocating the numerous 
grants which they did make, the Committee had special regard to those districts in which 
the provisions of the Poor-law Act for the distribution of out-door relief were fairly 
applied. On the other hand, the Committee refrained from making grants to those 
other districts where the Poor-law Guardians had not availed themselves of the pro- 
visions of the act except in a merely nominal sense, due regard being had, of course, 
by this Committee to the present amount of poor-rate levied throughout the country 
generally. The Examination Committee had before them for their guidance the 
returns of the Local Government Board showing the number of persons receiving 
indoor and outdoor relief in the various Unions throughout the four provinces for the 
weeks ending the 3rd, 10th, and 17th instant respectively, together with other sources 
of information, all of which were fairly referred to in examining and determining 
upon the merits of each application. 

He (Mr. Dillon) had examined the returns furnished by the Local Government 
Board, and had found that out of eight unions in Donegal apparently only two had 
put the Act in force> In Bally shannon Union only one person was receiving outdoor 
relief; in Dunfanaghy and Lettcrkenny Unions, none; in Stranorlar, 3 ; and in 
Milford, 24. That Committee had sent large sums to Monaghan, and yet in 
Monaghan Union no persons were receiving outdoor relief, and in Clones Union only 
two. In the Union of Scariff, county of Clare, there were 16 recipients of outdoor 
relief, and in Bally vaughan Union, 48. In Bantry Union the number receiving that 
class of relief was 38 ; in Fermoy Union, 37 ; and in Kinsale, 7« In Dingle Union 
there were 2 recipients ; in Listowel, 14 ; and in Tralee, none. In Clogheen Union, 
county Tipperary, there was no outdoor relief. In Gort Union there were 12 
recipients of it ; in Manorhamilton, 1 ; and in Westport, 14. Now these were 
amongst the most distressed Unions in the country. Gentlemen from the Manor- 
hamilton and Westport Unions had told the Committee that the Guardians there 
were determined not to put the Act in force. In none of those imions was the poor-< 
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rate cxccptioDally hip;h. On the other hand, in the Unions of Mayo — Swineford, 
CaBtlebar, and Clarcmorris — large nuinhers of persons were receiving outdoor relief 
In Clifden Union the number of persons now receiving outdoor relief was 520, as 
against 58 this time last year ; and in Galway, Gleuamaddy and Tuam Unions the 
numbers had increased more than a hundred per cent, since last year. He thought 
it was the duty of the Committee to examine into those cases and try to ascertaio 
why it Was ttiat the law had not been put into force in the Unions to which he had 
referred. No doubt there might be some local circumstances to account for it. It 
would also be their duty to see that money went rather to those districts where the 
law had been actively put in force than in those where it had not. 

The Loud Mayou — Would you think well of communicating with the Liocal 
Government Board and asking them for the reasons, if any, why the act has not 
been put into force in the districts to which you refer ? 

Mr. Dillon — We might make a rule that no grants should be made to those 
Unions until it has been explained. 

Mr. C URBAN said that principle had been already acted on. 

Mr. Murphy remarked that Boards of Guardians were very often in the hands 
of one or two individuals. 

Mr. Cur RAN thought it would be better not to refuse relief suddenly to any 
place. 

Mr. Charles Kennedy said some energetic means ought to be adopted of 
informing the incoming Government that the report that had been circulated that 
the famine had practically ceased was a living lie. On the contrary, the reports that 
were coming into the Committee were in a growing degree of a painful and harrow- 
ing character, and never had the pinch of famine been felt in a greater degree than 
it was at the present moment. 

Alderman Tarpey said the Sub-Committee had reduced the grants in obedience 
to imperative orders from the General (^ommittee, and yet now there seemed to be 
a disposition to censure them for having dune so, 

The Loud Mayor — I have not heard from any gentleman a single word to that 
effect. The report is a very interesting and important one, and it has been discussed 
freely, and I have not heard the slightest suggestion of anything except that 
the Examination Committee have discharged their very onerous duty with the utmost 
ability, and in a manner for which they deserve our warmest thanks. 

Dr. SiGERSON said he had had a communication from the Bishop of Raphoe, to 
the effect that complaints concerning the proceedings of certain Boards of Guardians 
had been sent up to the Local Government Uoard, and that no more was heard 
about them afterwards. A considerable amount of time must elapse before the 
machinery of the Local Government Board could be brought to bear on the 
guardians ; and, if that Committee cut off relief, people might die in the meantime. 

Mr. Dillon said that the districts to which the Examination Committee had 
not made grants could renew their applications. 

Sir George Owens said he thought some Members of the Committee ought to 
wait on the Local Government Board. lie was quite sure that body would insist 
on the law being carried out. In the l^outh Dublin Union, outdoor relief was now 
given. 

The Lord Mayor — We have had communications with the Local Government 
Board, and they have explained to us that so long as men are on the relief list so 
long the guardians may consider themselves justified in not considering them 
destitute; and if the guardians don't relieve them under such circumstances the 
Local Government Board cannot compel them to do so. The preliminary to placing 
those persons in a position to demand relief from the guardians, and to enabling the 
Local Government I^oard to compel the guardians to give it, is that the applicants 
should be struck off the relief lists and therefore destitute. One dilemma is, that if 
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we strike them off our li^ts they may die before the guardians can be compelled 
to relieve them. 

Mr. CiiARLKS Kknnedy said he perfectly concurred with the observations 
of the Lord Mayor. 

Tlie Loiii) Mayor sjiid that in one district whicli he visited he was told that 
tlic rjitepayerd were on the verge of ruin tlioinselves. Tradesmen had got nothing 
from tlieir debtors for the last two years. Jf too much were thrown on a Union of 
that sort tlie whole of it would be pauperised. 

After some further discussion, the Keport was ordered to be entered on the 
Minutes; a copy of it to be forwarded to the I^ocal Government Board, with an 
inquiry as to why the Outdoor Kelief Act had not been enforced in the districts 
referred to, and if the Board were prepared to compel the enforcement of it therein.* 



REPORT ON RELIEF WORKS. 

At a Meeting of the Committee, held on the 15th June, the 
Lord Mayor in the Chair, the question of the eflScacy of OflScial Relief 
Works was brought under consideration: 

Tiie Rev. Mr. M'Evilly, P.P., of Augliagower, having appeared before the 
Committee to state the condition of liis district and the exhaustion of his funds. 

The Rev. Canon Bagot observed : I think you spoke of public works being 
commenced ? 

Father M*Evilly — Yes; the work has been given in sections and the contractors 
employ men, but up to this time I cannot say that any man except the contractors 
themselves had pocketed 10c<f. 

Canon Bagot — And the workmen have not been paid? No; unless it was 
done this week. 

Canon Bagot — Tliat bears out the statement as to the works started in Clare, 
that the men had been working for three w^eeks, and many did not receive one 
penny. 

Mr. Drimmik — We hear a great deal about the distribution of money for relief 
works. I would ask your Lordship, as a Member of the House of Commons, how 
much money has been distributed for relief works ? 

* The foIlowin<7 table gives a comparative view of the distribution of relief in England and 
Wales, and in Ireland : — 
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The Lord Mayor — Efforts have been made to elicit that informatioiiy but 
without avail. My belief is that very little has been distributed. Mr. Fobsteb is 
pressing for a return even up to May, but I do not think he has been able to get it. 
As an inducement, I think that little or no money has been distribi^ted in the way 
mentioned. 

Mr. JoYNT said that those connected with the country never doubted from the 
beginning, that any reliance on the reUef of genuine or widespread distress on what 
are called baronial or presentment boards would never be realised. 

Father M*Evilly then retired. 

Mr. y. B. Dillon, Jun., said, that in laying on the table the Returns now before 
them, the object was, not that the Committee should become acquainted with facts 
that they already knew ad nauseam^ but that by means of these Returns thej 
should supply Her Majesty*s Government with information as to what the 
Committee believed to be the actual state of the country compiled from sources 
the Government were not in the habit of getting information from. They knew 
how the Committees were constituted, that the number of persons acting on their 
Committees throughout the country was 15,000 or 16,000. The returns he pre- 
sented were signed by the chairman or secretary of those Committees, on which were 
the local clergymen and respectable Protestants, Catholics, magistrates, and others 
well qualified to report in a non-official point of view. They had actually working 
now 726 committees ; of these they had received retinns from 630, leaving 90 frt>m 
which they had received no returns. These returns were divided in this way. They 
had received 128 returns from Ulster, 58 from Leinster, 206 from Munster, and 198 
from Connaught, making a total of 590. The actual amount expended by all the 
relief committees amounted to £236,000, according to these returns, of which the 
Mansion House Committee contributed £112,000. 

The Lord Mator — But there are 90 or 100 from whom no returns have come. 

Mr. Dillon — Quite so. We have returns showing 384 parishes in which do 
relief works have been as yet authorised ; that includes 128 in Munster, and 105 in 
Connaught. The number of parishes in which works are authorised was 206. The 
number of persons reported as likely to receive employment from these works 
was 13,187, out of a population of 358,000 reported to be in distress. Of these 
public works 77 had actually commenced in Munster, 38 are not yet commenced ; in 
Connaught 41 were commenced, and 52 not yet commenced. The nature of the 
works was generally drainage, or cutting hills, or works of a character necessarily 
confined to a small area ; so that the people in the remote districts will derive 
no benefit, the returns clearly showing that these works are valueless, except in the 
immediate neighbourhood where they are authorised, and there only to a very small 
proportion, indeed, of the people in distress, lie would not take up the time of the 
committee by going into details, for it was not his object to have them ventilated 
through the Press, as that had been done ; but that theyshoiild.be forwarded as an 
authoritative document to the Government, if they chose to avail themselves of it. 
With that view, therefore, he moved — 

" That the Secretaries send a copy of the report to the Right Honourable the 
Chief Secretary, calling his attention to the inadequacy of the relief-works to meet 
the distress, and inform him that the returns from which the information has been 
obtained will be placed at his disposal should he desire to avail of the information 
they contain." 

The resolution was passed unanimously. 

In accordance with this resolution, a copy of the returns was sent to the Chief 
Secretary. 
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CLOSING ORDINARY MEETING. 

The closing ordinary meeting of the Committee was held at the 
Mansion House on Saturday, 15th August, 1880, at three o'clock. 

The Chair was taken by the Right Hon. the Lord Matob. 

The other Members of the Committee present were — 

Lord GoDor,PHiN Osbornr ; Alderman Tarpey, Sir George Owens, Sir John 
Barrington, Dr. Sigbrsos, the Rev. James Daniel, P.P ; and Messrs. William 
L. JoTNT, J. A. Fox, V. B. Dillon*, George Delant, David Dbimicie, and Edwabd 
Fox. 

Mr. Wright read the Minutes of the last Meeting. 

The weekly financial statement showed that the amount acknowledged up to 
that date was £179,577 58. and that JL'IO had been received since the last meeting, 
making a total of £'179,587 5^. ; that the expenditure up to that date had been 
£176,762 Ss Ad. ; leaving a balance of £2,824 12« Id. 

A letter was received from Mr. A. T. Moore, forwarding £10 from Cox & Co., 
of Bristol. 

Letters of thanks to the Committee for their grants and assistance were received 
from the Rev. Canon Weldon on the part of the Glin Relief Committee ; from the 
Rev. Charles O'Reilly, P.P., on the part of the Kellinkere Relief Committee; from 
the Rev. Austin O'Dwyer, P.P., on the part of the Kilkerrin Relief Committee ; and 
from Mr. J. Pratt, of the Crossmolina Relief Committee. 

Mr. Drimmie read and moved the adoption of the Report of Finance Committee. 

Sir John Barrinoton seconded the motion. The Report contained a succinct 
and clear statement of their affairs, and gave a great deal of valuable information. 
They were much indebted to Mr. Drimmie for it. 

The Lord Mayor, in putting the motion, said he certainly thought they were 
much indebted to Mr. Drimmie and the Finance Committee for the clear and admirable 
statement of their position contained in the Report. Remembering the enormous 
amount of work they had had to do, and that the organisation had devolved on them 
to a great extent of a system which had been used by other charitable organisations 
afterwards, and that they had had to develop the charity of the world, in fact, by 
their appeals ; and bearing in mind also that the greater portion of their expenditure 
had been enormously reproductive, he trusted it would be considered by their 
subscribers that they had expended their money economically and judiciously. 

Mr. Drimmie stated that a cheque for £120 had been placed in his hands, being 
the amount of a deduction from usual charges for advertising in Freeman^a JoumdU 

'Sir John Barrington — I think we ought to pass a vote of thanks to the Loud 
Mayor for that. 

The Lord Mayor — There is no necessity. 

Dr. Sigerson read the final Report on Destitution-Diseases in the West. 

Mr. Dillon said he had great pleasure in moving that the Report be adopted and 
printed. It was very desirable that the entire series of Reports that had been 
presented by Dr. Sigerson and Dr. Kenny, should be printed in a book form and 
distributed amongst the Members of tbQ House pf Conuaoqa. The^ thr^w a ^ei^t 
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deal of light on the condition of the AVest of Ireland. He had ohsened that in the 
discussion that took place on the previous night in the House of Commons, Mr. Forstkr 
recognised the value of those ra'j)ort8, and stated that in many instances their 
recommendations had been adopted. 

Sir Geokge Owens seconded the motion, suggesting that the Reports of Mr. Fox 
should be printed along with the others. 

The resolution was adopted, di'clariiig that tlie Reports of Drs. Sigkksox and 
Kenny and also those of Mr. Fox sliould be printed and circulated amongst the 
Members of Parliament, and that they shoukl also accompany the final Report of 
the Committee. 

Sir George Owens said he had great pleasure in moving the following resolu- 
tion : — 

" That this Committee cannot conclude its labours without expressing its deep 
obligations to the Lady Mavoukss for the practical advantage conferred on thein by 
placing at their disposal, for their daily work since the beginning of the year, a suite 
of apartments in the Mansion House." 

None but the members of that Committee who had occupied so many rooms in the 
Mansion liouse could know the discomfort which the Lxd)l Mayoress must have 
suffered through her generosity in placing those rooms at their disposal. Although 
they were indebted to the Lord Mayor for his munificent contributions, not only to 
that but to other cluu*ities of the city, they were really more indebted to the Lady 
Mayoress for the use of the Mansion liouse. 

Coi.NEL Davoren seconded the proposition. lie said he fully agreed with every 
word Sir George Owens had uttered. 

The Lord Mayor said he felt a certain degi-ee of awkwardness in putting this 
proposition. lie could only say, however, that the L\dy Mayorkss felt delighted in 
having had it in her power to place any portion of the ^Mansion House at the 
disposal of the members of the Coniuiittee. He quite recognised this fact that there 
was a considerable amount of incouveuience that fell, of course, upon the Lady 
Mayoress and not upon him. 1 he members would remember that when they began 
their work the pressure was so great that they very often did not finish business 
till four o'clock in the mornuig. If, however, in devoting any part of the 
Mansion House to the Committee she thus succeeded in facilitating their work of 
charity, the Lady Mayoress would ouly feel it a pleasure. He would convey their 
kind resolution to her, and he was sure she would hear it with very great gratification. 

The resolution was adopted. 

On the motion of Mr. Drimmie, seconded byMr. Joynt, the second chair was 
taken by Alderman Takpev. 

Lo{d Francis G. Osborne said he had been given the great privilege of moving 
a resolution which he >vhs sure would recommend itself with irresistible force to 
them all. It wjis a resolution that required very little indeed to be said in its 
support, and in that point of view perhaps there was some excuse for its being placed 
in the hands of one so little fitted to make a speech. He moved — 

** That the best thanks of the Mansion House Connnittee are due and hereby 
given to the Right Hon. the Loi.d Mayor for the splendid and effective services 
rendered by him to the Committee and the people of Ireland." 

They had most of them attended those Committee meetings even moi*e regularly 
than circumstances had enabled him (Lord Francis) to do, and they were therefore 
themselves more frequently witness to the wonderful spirit of kindness, of business, 
and of everything in fact necessary and desirable to be brought to bear on their 
operations displayed by the Lord Mayor. The success of this was all the 
more notable and commendable when thev remembered that this Committee, over 
which his lordship presided, was one in which there were necessarily differing and 
conflicting opinions. He could not express his admiration of the kind way in which 
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his lordship had always conducted the business, for indeed from the very commence- 
ment down to this the hist day of their meeting, his every act iseemed to show with 
increasing and deeper force the interest wiiich he felt in the people, and conseciuently 
in the Committee wliich was working for tiie people. His lordship had 
that day shown in a very effective and substantial manner an example of that 
feeling, and to that he need not allude further. Although the Loud IMayou refused to 
take any credit to himself in respect of the inconvenience necessarily occasioned by 
giving up the Mansion House to the use of the Committee, and although he in what 
they all must consider a most admirable way gave to the Lady M.xyohi ss, his better- 
half, the credit of this kind self-sacrilice, still they must all know that to his lonlship 
this nnist have been a great inc(mvenience, and they owed to him for this a debt of 
gratitude. He did nut wish to detain tlieiu, for he felt quite sure that no words of 
his could add to the willingness with which that resolution would be received. He 
thought he was not wrong in saying that every resolution put to this meeting had 
been earned unanimously, and he was sure he might with eqiml truth say that if the 
others were all unanimous, that this (although it sounded in one sense like an 
impossibility) would be caiTied with even more unanimity. 

Sir John Bari ington seconded the resolution. He said tliat in his capacity of 
Lord Mayor he (Sir John) had been early called into action witli regard to this 
Committee, and he could Ixuir testimony to the indefatigable and untiring zeal of 
the present Loud Mayoii throughout. The conciliatory manner in which he had 
conducted the proceedings of the Committee in every way commanded their greatest 
admiration. If the archives of the Committee were consulted it would be found that 
he (Sir John) had been very constant in his attendance. Of course he had a great 
deal of business to attend to in the city, but still he endeavoured to support the 
Committee, and was in a position to be able to speak of tlie assiduity and attention 
of the Lord Mayo:?. He cordially supported the proposilion. 

Mr. Edward Fox — Sir John Barrington has anticipated the pleiising duty I was 
asked to perform in seconding this resolution, proposed with such good taste and 
ability by Lord Francis Omjornk. 1 believe that the prayers of thousands of our 
countrymen and countiywomen will shower down on our Chief Magistrate in grate- 
ful remembrance of the zeal, ability, and deep sympathy which was never absent 
from him during these critical months through which we have passed, and 1 believe, 
notwithstanding all that may be urged to tlie contrary, that owing to the influence 
of his position, his hard work and ability, thousands are now in vigour and health 
upon whom the grave but for him would have prematurely closed. It is a sad fact 
in the history of our country that these famines have proved periodical, and it is 
equally sad that in no one instance have they ever been met by the genius of legis- 
lature, by foresight, or by any one act of anticipation which might fairly have been 
expected on the part of a vigihuit Administration. I sincerely hope that the 
necessity for similar organisations to the present will pass away ; and I believe that 
no more certain means of realising this wish can arise than that wise counsels should 
at length prevail amongst those who are engaged in the agriculture of this countr}'. 
It becomes absolutely a question of vital interest to every man in this land that 
those who live by the land should be fortified and encouraged by larger securities 
and by giving for tliat land, which is the fruitful source of sustainment, such 
encouragement to its development to the full extent — an encouragement which I 
deeply regret has not now any practical existence. I will not trench upon questions 
of politics. I would like to say more, but do not feel privileged to do so. I hope, 
however, that wise counsels will prevail, and that those who are the owners of the 
land will hold out such inducement to those who are endeavouring to produce food in 
the country as will stimulate their exertions. I have much pleasure in supporting 
the resolution. 

Alderman Tariev, in putting the resolution, said he heartily concurred in every 
word that had been said in support of the proposition. Having some practical 
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knowledge of the working of ibis Committee from its infancy up to the present time, 
he could say with all true sincerity that the Lord Matob was the mainstay of the 
entire proceedings, anxious at all times to further its objects and increase its power 
for good, and that be had discharged bis duties with satisfaction, not only to the 
Committee, but to the whole country. They could never forget his lordship's great 
kindness, and he was certain this resolution would be carried with acclamation. 

The Lord Mayor — Gentlemen, I need hardly say bow deeply grateful I am to 
you for this vote of thanks, and for the particularly kind way in which the gentlemen 
who have spoken on it have alluded to me. Frankly, however, I feel that I scarcely 
deserve all the complimentary expressions made use of in my regard. I, no doubt, 
realised thoroughly the importance of the work in which we were engaged. It was 
a great national work, and we have, I think I may say without fear of contradiction, 
done a great national service. But, as regards the working of the Committee, I was, 
to a considerable extent, the mere figure-head. I was most ably seconded by 
gentlemen who took, I may say, the labour off my hands ; and though I acted here 
as chairman, and endeavoured to do what I could, my multifarious duties rendered 
it impossible for me to give as much attention to the details of the work as I would 
have wished, or to have assisted as closely as I would have liked in securing that 
success which we all rejoice has been accomplished. I feel, therefore, that it would 
be culpable of me not to disclaim the full merit which your kindness would attribute 
to me. To you. Sir, as chairman of the Application Committee, who attended on every 
occasion except, I believe, one, on which the Committee met, are due the thanks of the 
Committee far more than to myself, for it was upon you, in conjunction with Colonel 
Davorkn and two or three others, that the most serious and responsible part of the 
work devolved. To the Honorary Secretaries — more particularly to Mr. Dii.ix>y, 
who devised the organisation, which has stood the test of eight months' trial— 
and to Mr. Curran, are due especial thanks. To Mr. Joynt, who undertook portion 
of the most difiicult of the relief work — that of the Western Islands, where there 
were no Local Committees ; and to Lord Frakois Osborne, who assisted in that most 
difficult task, and carried it out most successfully, are due the thanks of the Committee. 
The Most Rev. Dr. Trench, Mr. Maxwblt.Hutton, Canon Bagot, Mr. C. Kbnnbdt, 
Mr. Drummond, the Rev. J. Daniki., and many other gentlemen, gave us the most de- 
voted assistance. To Dr. Sigerson, Dr. Kenny, and Mr. J. A. Fox ourthanks are also 
due for their most valuable Reports ; and to these gentlemen gratitude is, indeed, due, 
not only from the Committee, but from the country, for having, without reward, except 
the reward of their own consciences, given the services they did ; who went and personally 
inspected the localities, and gave us those Reports, the value of which was recognised in 
the House of Commons and by the Government, who have acted on suggestions of these 
gentlemen. These Reports will be a lasting record of the work done by this Committee, 
notwithstanding the attacks which at the commencement were made on it, and which, 
I believe, those who made them would now be inclined to uns^y, if possibly false pride 
did not stand in their way. These attacks we have outlived, and I think the work 
of this Committee will prove that Irishmen of all creeds and parties can, when a great 
crisis occurs, combine together for a great national object, and do it successfully. 

I am very proud, indeed, as your chairman, to know that during our many 
meetings we never had one single division. Differences of opinion of course, arose ; 
that must naturally be expected in a Committee composed of mixed elements. We 
had the representatives of the Hierarchy of different religions — we had gentlemen 
distinguished by strong Conservative and Tory feelings, as well as those belonging to 
the party with which I am identified. That, I think, is the pride of this Committee, 
that all parties were represented on it; and we were able to work harmoniously, 
without allowing our differences to mar our unity of action. I believe, indeed, that 
this Committee, and other charitable organisations, have saved the country from a 
terrible calamity. Only the other day I was looking at the returns of what the 
Government have done, and I can say with confidence that if we had had to depend 
upon the Goveroment — aud I do not use the word in a party sense, but I mei^u th« 
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Executive Government — the people would have starved. It is now they are 
beginning to distribute money — now when the harvest is coming in. The Govern- 
ment were warned twelve months ago that nothing could avert this calamity. But 
from some cause or another — I will not say whose fault it was — their action was not 
sufficiently prompt to avert, or assist in averting the famine. The Relief Committees, 
the Duchess of Marlborough's Committee, this Committee, the Land League 
Committee, and the New York Herald Committee, stepped into the breach and did 
the work ; and I have not the slightest false shame in saying that this Committee 
has deserved well of the country, and has done a national work of which every member 
should feel proud. I feel proud, for though it was a melancholy duty, it was one 
that must be remembered with pride by me, that I had the honour of presidipg at 
the Mansion House during this year. It is a jear which, in consequence of the 
famine, will be historical. I dare not trust myself to deal with the political question 
no more than Mr. Fox — for this being a mixed Committee, there would be a danger 
of a difference arising at the last moment if I were to say what is the duty of 
the State under such circumstances. Statesmen of all classes, however, will 
agree that when a terrible crisis exists it is the duty of the State to take 
measures for the prevention of the recurrence of such a calamity. I need not 
express my opinion of what these measures should be, but it is conceded that it is 
the duty of the Government to take what steps lie in its power to prevent the 
recurrence of these periodic famines. There is only one way, in my opinion, and I hope 
the Government will next session face the question in a broad, comprehensive spirit. 
I fear I have detained you too long. I thank you deeply and sincerely for 
the compliment you have paid me. I feel that in presiding over the Mansion House 
Committee I merely discharged a duty that would have devolved upon any Lord 
Mator under the circumstances. It was a gratification, although a melancholy one, 
to have occupied the chair. It is a great thing to know that we have a civic house 
of this kind, where men of all kinds can meet together ; that we had its appeal for 
charity recognized at the Antipodes more fully even than by our neighbours across 
the Channel. Men did not want to know who the individual was who occupied the 
chair at the Mansion House. They sent their subscriptions, conscious that who- 
ever occupied the chair they would be well and wisely distributed. When the report 
of our proceedings reaches the public I do feel that it will be admitted on all hands 
that we did our best to deserve success, and that not one of us spared any exertion or 
effort to secure the proper distribution of the large sums entrusted to our care. 

Mr. JoYNT proposed a vot« of thanks to the Press of Dublin, the provinces, and 
other parts of the world for its support and advocacy of the objects of the Committee. 

Mr. Drimmie seconded the proposition, which was carried. 
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FINAI. GENERAL MEETING. 

Hie last General Meeting of the Mansion House Relief Fund 
Committee was held on 7th December, in the Oak Room of the 
Mansion House for the puri)ose of receiving the Balance Sheet, consider- 
ing the Draft Report of the Committee's operations, and allocatiDg the 
surplus. 

The Right Hon. tlie Loud Mayor, M.P., presided. 

Present — Messrs. M. BuooKS, M.P. ; W. Findlateh, M.P. ; II. J. Gill, M.P. j 
Alderman Campbkll, J.P. ; Lonl Fhancis Godolpuin Osbornk ; Sir John 
BAHi:ix(iT()X, D.L. ; J. F. LOMBARD, J.P. ; W. Lane Joynt, D.L. ; J. Adyk 
CuRUAN, h.Ij,; P. M'Cabe Fay, I. J. Kknnkdy, T.C, J.P. ; Eev. Canon 
Faukki.l, P.p. ; Professor SiGKKSoN, M.D. ; Gkokgs Dki.any, Alderman Pcrdon, 
J.P. ; V. B. Dillon, jun. ; Edwakd Fox J.P. ; Lieutenant-Colonel D.\voi:kx, 
Alderman M*Dermott, J.P. ; Sir G. B. Owens, J.P. ; David Drimiue, J. A. Fox, 
T. Maxwell Hutton, J.P. ; T. Dowling, Ambrose Plunkett, Solicitor; 
David Drummond, J.P. ; A. Siiackleton, T.C., J.P. ; Alderman Tarpey, J.P. ; 
Alderman Harris, Alderman Cochrane, Dr. Long, T.C. 

Mr. Drimmie, on behalf of the Finance Committee, brought up the.final Balance 
Sheet as follows : — 



Balance Sheet of the Mansion House Relief Fund to Idih August, 1880. 
Sr. Cr. 



To Amount of iiuliKriptions received 

to date 
„ Fund c(»ntrif)Uted KficciAlly for 

tcr Atitn f o r (teed ... 
„ Amount contributed for niiecial 
divtribntion 
Interest allowed by National Bank 
on current account 



n 



£ t, d. 

180,097 5 6 
864 5 10 
!,S!i 10 9 
178 7 



£181,065 9 1 



Hy GrantR made as follows:— 
To local committees for food, fuel, and 
clothini; 
Western Islands 

Fur Seed, as jier special contri- 
butions for this purpose 
Amounts contributed for specified 

distribution 
iSiH>cial grants 

Distributed by memi>ers of com- 
mittee to si>ecial cases 
Cost of publication of PampIUet of 
romraittec's Proceedings, for 
circulation at home and abroad 
Ex|H'nNi>s (including costs of appeal 
and of organisation aiMl distri- 
bution of fundH), salaries, ^c... 
„ Stationt-ry, I*rintin;raud .Scrlveuery 
., AdvertiN|n.r in United Kinjrdom ... 
„ Travellin^r KxiM*nses. including cost 
of inH|tection of local committees 
„ T»'lc';rram8 
,, I'inta;;© 

.. Wuufs (porter and messenger) ... 
,. Hunk cliar^H, stampn. Ac. 
,. incridi'ntals, including car lilre, rent 

of temiJorury offices, &c 
.. Balance 






>J 






>» 



n 



£ », d. 

166,899 

4,Ui 4 11 

9S8 7 1 

ftS5 10 9 

7M 6 4 

ISO 



1,077 14 11 



1,007 4 
9n IS 10 

794 19 

Sll 6 6 

353 IS 8 

108 16 9 

68 10 A 

S5 7 5 

346 18 9 

8,118 17 3 

£181,665 9 1 



Tlie balance now to be disposed of by the Committee would be £3,113 17^?. 2d. 

On the motiou of .Mr. Drimmie, seconded by Alderman M*Dermott, the Report 
of the Finuuce Committee was adpoted 
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The LoHD Mayor read the following letter which he had received from His 
Grace the Protestant Archbishop of Dublin : — 

" The Palace^ St. Stephen' s-green, Dublin, Dec. 7, 1880. 
" My Dear Lord Mayor, 

" Nothing but business of very great importance which falls to-day exactly at 
the same hour as the meeting at the Mansion House, and from which I cannot absent 
myself, lias hindered me from taking my humble share at the winding up of your 
work to-day. I have never gone bock from my conviction not merely of the reality, 
but of the severity, and in many places of the intensity, of the distress which the 
Mansion House Committee undertook, so far as the means placed in its hands would 
reach, to relieve. For myself it is no small satisfaction, though I did but toucl^ as 
with a little finger a burden of which others bore the full weight, to call to mind the 
spirit in which the whole work which is now drawing to a close was carried through. 
It is gratifying to remember the thought and labour which were so freely given by 
many, and certainly not least by yourself; the entire fairness, with no advantage 
sought to be snatched by any, wliich presided over all our arrangements — a 
consciousness of this preventing the slightest outbreak of jealousy in any quarter — 
the drawing together in friendliest intercommunion of those whom in happier times 
many influences keep more or less apart. J will not ask you to read this long letter, 
but I will ask you to say that I should have been present at the meeting to-day if 
other matters hml not absolutely forbade me. 

** I am ever, my dear Lord Mayor, 

" Very faithfully yours, 

"R. C. Dublin." 
" To THE Right Hon. the Lord Mayor. 

He thought the harmonious and friendly action upon which His Grace 
congratulated the Committee was due to no person more than it was to His Grace 
himself, whose presence here, whose strong interest in the Committee, and wise and 
prudent advice upon many trying occasions were of the utmost possible service to the 
Committee. It was not merely the weight of his name that His Grace lent them, 
but the greatest possible assistance in the practical work of the Committee, and that 
assistance conduced very largely to the success on which they might fairly congratulate 
themselves at this winding up of their labours. 

^Ir. Ignatius Kennedy moved, and Sir John Barrington seconded, that His 
Grace's letter be entered on the minutes. 

Mr. Dillon, as one who took some little part in the business of the Committee, 
begged to add his testimony to the very valuable assistance given by the Most Rev. 
Dr. Trench. On very many occasions tliey found themselves in great diflUculties out 
of which he alone extricated them, and he ( Mr. Dillon) did not think too much could 
be said in praise of His Grace's very valuable aid. 

. Dr. SiGERSON suggested that the letter of His Grace should be inserted.in the 
Appendix to their Report. 

Sir John Barrington quite approved of the suggestion. 

The letter was ordered to be entered on the minutes, and to be published in the 
Appendix of the Report. 

The Lord jMayor said he had also received the following letter from the Most 
Rev. Dr. M'Ghettigan : — 

" Armagh, 6th December, 1880. 

" Dear Sir, 

*' I beg to thank you for the copy of the draft Report of the Dublin Mansion 
House Relief Committee, which I received yesterday. I have not had time to read 
it all as yet. The parts I have looked over are most interesting and admirably 
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written. It will stand as an authentic history of a most memorable year in the annals 
of the country, of the boundless charity of the Irish all over the world, and of the 
unwearied, successful labours of the Mansion House Committee in relieving distress. 
1 regret bemg obliged, by engagements at home, to forego the honour and pleasure 
of being present at the meeting of the General Committee on to-morrow. 

'^ Believe me, your faithful servant, 

" * Daniel M^Gettiqak." 
" J. H. Wright, Esq., Assistant Secretary." 

On the motion of Alderman Harris this letter also was ordered to be entered on 
the minutes, and the Lord Mayor was requested to acknowledge both communications. 

The Mayor of Adelaide, South Australia (E. T. Smith, Esq.) forwarded f^OO, 
balance of the South Australian collections. 

" The Lord Mayor op Dublin. 

'* Town Hall, Adelaide, South Australia, September Ath, 1880. 

" Mt Dear Lord Mayor, 

'^ By mail leaving here to-day I send you draft for £400 on the Bank of South 
Australia, balance of South Australia's efforts on behalf of the Irish relief movement. 
I can only express the hope that the efforts made in this colony (numbering a 
population of only about 250,000) will meet with your full approval. My telegram to 
your predecessor in office in the early part of last December, asking * Whether distress 
in Ireland warranted special appeal here,' was, I know, the commencement of the Irish 
relief movement in the Australian Colonies. Immediately on receipt of replies to 
my telegrams, I telegraphed to the Mayors of Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, Hobart 
Town, Launcestown, and other important towns, and am delighted to know that 
several of the colonies have done so much better than ourselves. We feel proud to 
have given you a helping hand in this noble work, so well supported by all true 
Australians. 

" Believe me, yours faithfully, 

" J. Smtih, 

" Mayor, and Chairman of the S. A. Irish Relief Fund." 

The Oriental Bank Corporation transmitted a draft for £490 from Bombay. 
"To THE Right Hon. the Lord Mayor op Dublin. 

' " Oriental Bank Corporation, London, E.C.^ 

" 20/A November, 1880. 
" My Lord, 

" 1 am advised by a telegram received to-day from our agent at Bombay of a 
remittance of £490 in favour of your Lordship's Fund for the relief of Distress 
in Ireland. I enclose, therefore, a cheque for that amount, accompanied by a form 
of receipt in duplicate, which kindly sign and return. 

^^ I have the honour to remain, your Lordship*s obedient servant, 

"John S. Scrymgkour, /or Chief Manager J* 

The Hon. P. A. Jennings, Sydney, forwarded a final instalment of JS283 18«. 5d. 
from New South Wales. 

" To THE Lord Mayor op Dublin. 

" 2^rd September^ 1880 
" My Lord, 

" 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of June 23rd, 
advising me of the receipt of £27,500 from Sydney on account of the Mansion 
House Fund, for the relief of the Distress in Ireland. Since then another 
remittance of £1,000 has been cabled, and I now beg to transmit a draft on the 
Bank of Australasia, London, for £283 18«. hd, the balance of the fund after 
closing all subscription lists and defraying all charges. It Cannot but prove a source 
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of great pleasure to the contributors to your Fund in Australia to be made aware, 
by the terms of your letter, which I have caused to be published, of the substantial 
nature and measure of the support rendered by them, and it is to be hoped that the 
good will displayed on the occasion will tend to strengthen the bonds between the 
mother country and Australia. 

*' I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

"Your most obedient servant, 
" (Signed), P A. Jennings." 

Applications for grants out of the surplus in the hands of the Committee were 
received from the Sisters of Mercy convents at Claremorris, Gort, and Clifden. 
The applications were simply noted, pending the allocation of the surplus by the 
Committee. 

The Miltown Local Relief Committee applied for payment of £28 IBs,, the 
amount of their overdrawn account for meal supplied by them in excess of the 
amount of the Mansion House grants. It was mentioned that various similar 
applications had already been received and refused, and the feeling of the Committee 
being {gainst re-opening the question, the application was refused with regret. 

The Publication Committee brought up the Draft Report of the operations of the 
Committee. 

Mr. Brooks, M.P., said he had great pleasure in moving — 

" That the draft report now read be adopted, subject to the verbal revision of 
the Publication Committee, and be signed by the Chairman and Hon. Secretaries, and 
that the Publication Committee be authorised to take all necessary steps for the 
publication of the report with its appendices, and its circulation in such manner as 
they deem most desirable." 

The opportunity which the Committee had kindly afforded him of perusing the 
report enabled him to say that it would in all probability form a prominent page in the 
sad literature of the history of their country. It also contained a record of the labours 
and liberality of those who had been engaged with the Lord Mayor in this organisa- 
tion, and it would, no doubt, be referred to by those who in future times should 
study the history of this period as affording the best information that could probably 
be afforded as to the circumstances out of which this Committee had arisen. He 
had much pleasure in moving the adoption of the report. 

Sir John Barrington had great pleasure in seconding its adoption. The 
impression produced on his mind by the report was its wonderful comprehensiveness. 
It took in almost every little matter of interest that occurred during their labours, 
and was particular with regard to their operations in the West. He might say that 
from the very commencement to the end it faithfully represented the actions of this 
Committee. Some might say that it coloured them a little too much in one direction, 
and others in another direction, but in so far as he could see, it, as far as possible, kept 
a clear course, not favouring either one political party or the other. The gentlemen 
that drew it up, under the superintendence of the Publication Committee, deserved a 
great deal of credit for having prepared so elaborate a report of their proceedings. 
He found that the report alluded in the most kindly manner to the little initiative 
he took last year in calling together the preliminary meeting, and it would be always 
a pleasant thing for him to reflect that he was to a certain extent the instrument in 
starting a movement which was taken up by his Lordship with such assiduity and 
energy, supported by Mr. Dillon and others he could name, who, by their indomitable 
perseverance, had done so much more than he could have done, even if he had 
remained in office, for the success of this movement. He could not conclude without 
saying, that it was to the Loro Mayor's action as Chairman a great deal of the good 
feeling and success of the Committee was due. 

The draft report was unanimously adopted, and ordered to be published* 
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Sir G. Owens wiid it affonled him very jrroat pleasure to moTe — 

*' That this Coinmittoo <losire to reiterate the oxpresRion of its gratitude to the 
various (\>ininittfes and iiiclividiials who aided in the collect ion of the munificent ^mm 
of JL'1s],:(48 2s, ><d. contributed through thL^ organisation for the relief of distress 
in Irelan<l." 

lie was sun? tliey could never sufficiently express their gratitude to the different 
countries for responding so nobly to their call. Jt was a great gratification to them 
all as nicMulMTs of this Committee, to hear the testimony borne to-day by learned 
prehites of Iwith churches to the gr(>at exertions of this Committee, and it was 
something to know that their services as humble meml>ers of the Committee had 
lM*en so thoroughly appreciate<l, not only by them, but thrf»ugliout the length and 
breadth of the lan<I. lie did not think there ever was a Omimittcc that worked 
more harmoniously ; and though it was very tlitticult to {mss through life without 
getting hard rubs (K'casionally, he did not think during the entire working of the 
Committee he ever heard a word uttertMl derogatorv to them or to their services. 

Alderuuin Tahpkv secondiMl the resolution, which was carried. 

Mr. Fini>lati:h, IVI.P., said the resolution he had to propose to them was one 
which he was sure wouhl |>ecidiarly enlist the sympiithies of this meeting, because it 
was from A<lc>laid(s in >S)uth Australia, the first suggestion came for the formation 
of the Mansion House Committee, lie move<l — 

** That the Publication Connnit tee l>e requested to consider the best mode of 
testifying th<' gratituthjof the Irish nation to the people of Australia for the unprece- 
dented munificence ot' tlu'ir contributions for the relief of Irish distress, and adopt 
such means of conveying the thanks of the Committee to the Australian and other 
Committ(*es as thev think most desirable." 

It really rtHpiired no wonis from him to satisfy them that the deep gratitude of 
the Irish |MM>pIe was due to thtu'r brethren in Australia and in other countries for the 
nmrnier in which thev had acted towards them. He found that actuallv j£G2,87o 
arrived to them from Australia before thevcv(*n knew who sent it. That was a fact 
tliJit he thought unprecedente<l in the history of the world. Not only that, but the 
magnificent gifts rec(>iv(Ml from Australia proptT, Tasmania, and New Zealand 
amounted to the sum of .l*iM,()'22 K**. 1 h/. Need he say one word more in support of 
this H'solution? He must, however, refer to the able report they had just adopted, 
an<l which hv. had read with very great pleasure before he came here. He thought 
that in the whoh? course of his experience he never rea<l a document more ably or 
more ehxiuently prepareil. He felt sure it would be hereafter referred to as an able, 
el(M|uenf, comj)rehensive, important, and faithful historj' of the famine of 1879, a 
philosophicnl and statesuiaidik(> examination of the causes which led to it, and a 
moral, social, iuid economic treatise upon the means by M'hich a similar calamity can 
be avoidcil in the future. He hoped there wouM be a resolution passed hereafter of 
thankw to the «rentl<»ui'jii who so verv ablv detailed the liistor\* of the lal>ours of this 
('Onnnitte<s as (h^vc;loj)<*d in this most valuable report. 

Aldernum Pi udon, in secrmding the resolution, said it would be a grave derelic- 
tion oi cluty on their part if tiiey did not recognise the great exertions of their 
Australian friends. They nnist only attribute the munificence of their subscription 
to the great affe<'tion that existed among Irishmen abroad for their brother Irishmen 
at home. It was very gratifying to find that wherever their countrymen were 
prosperous they did not forg(»t their brother Irishmen in the hour of need, but sent 
tli«>se vast sums manv thousands of niih's to their assistance. 

The V'ery Hev. Canon Faimm ll, P.P., supported the resolution, observing tliat 
the subj(?ct had had been so well dealt with by the a<lniirable aiMress of Mr, Findlater, 
that it was ininecessarv for him to ad<l another word. 

Mr, Hkooks, M.P., sard, before this resolution wasput he would like to say one 
word. He was quite sun^ that their fellow-countrymen in Australia were actuateil 
by regard to the suffering Jind distress of the poor |x»ople at home, but he made free 
to think that the people of Australia, from one end of it to the other, had a knowledge 
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of what was due by many of the Irish people in Australia to the mother of the lady 
who occupied a prominent position in the Mansion House, and in the affections of the 
people of Dublin, and though he did not like at any time on public occasions to bring 
the name of any lady under discussion, he could not help thinking that the daughter of 
Mrs. CiiisiioLM, who was of all others the most eminent benefactress of Australia, and 
the regard, esteem, and gratitude of the people to the memory of that lady, might to a 
certain extent have influenced the benevolence <;f the people of Australia, lie thought 
he would fail in his duty to himself, to the Lady Mayokess, and to the memory of 
Mrs. CiiisiioLM, if he did not mention the circumstance, that in his own heart be believed 
that the memory of Mrs. Ciiisholm largely influenced the charity of the people of 
Australia. 

The LoHD Mayoii, in putting the resolution, said on his wife's part he was most 
grateful for the kindly allusion made by Mr. BuooKS to the memoiy of Caijolixe 
CiiLsiiOLM. Her name was still a household word, he believed, throughout the 
Australian colonies, and he did not hhnself doubt but that possibly the fact of his 
having the good fortune to be married to Gauoline Ciiisiiulm's daiighter was not 
forgotten by the people of Australia when this appeal was made to their benevolence. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Lank Joyxt moved : — 

** That agrant of £ 150 each be made to the families of Drs. Donovan and Robinson, 
of Skibbereen, and Ghealy, of Oranmore, who died of fever caught in the discharge 
of their duty as dispensary otticers attending the poor during the late distress, for the 
relief of which this Couunittee was organised, and that these cases respectfully be 
recommended to the consideration of the Medical Benevolent Fund. The Treasurers to 
be authorised to make the payments to such persons on their behalf as they think 
desirable, without further responsibility on their part or that of the Committee," 

He believed the Committee had already discussed this question, and were so well 
aware of the severe loss felt by the families of these gentlemen, that he need not argue 
the question further. The only remark he would make was that Dr. Grraly, who 
died in February, had only replaced his brother, who had also given his life in the 
same cause. They both died of typhus fever, caught in the discharge of their duty. 
The name of Dr. Donovan and his father were household words in Skibbereen. 
Dr. Robinson left a widow and six helpless children, and he believed this Committee 
could not better dispose of a portion of the surplus remaining in their hands than in 
vindicating the opinion they luul always entertained of the admirable services of 
the noble profession to which these gentlemen belonged. 

Mr. CiiMirj 8 Kennkdy seconded the resolution. 

Mr. IciNATirs Kennedy suggested that the amount of the grants was too small. 

Mr. Lane Jo\nt said as the claims upon the surplus would be so many they 
would be quite content with a grant of Jtloi) a piece. Mr. Gladstone* had recently 
sent £150 to the family of Dr. Donovan, a second grant from the Royal Bounty 
Fund, and a sum of £250 also to Mrs. RotJiNSON, and probably there might be also 
a chance of an additional grant for the family of Dr. Gkealy. 

The Lord Mayor said a proposed to make a grant to the families of these 
gentlemen was made some months iigo, and at that time he was among those who, 
though deeply sympathising, did not feel that they would be justified in making a 
grant, and he felt equally strongly now that they were perfectly justified in not making 
these grants at the time. But he nevertheless warmly approved of giving agrant out 
of their surplus for this purpose. These gentlemen died distinctly in working for the 
poor, to relieve whom they received their funds, and he doubted that they could by any 
possibility select a better object to give a grant to than the families of those gentlemen 
who had been left un[)rovided for. He believed these small sums might operate as a 
stimulus to the dispensary medical officers through the entire country — if any 
stimulus were necessary — by the knowledge that if they did their duty fearlessly 
they would not be forgotten if they fell in its discharge. 

♦ In respoiiRO to a resolution adopted by the Mansion Houso Committee, aud conveyed 
in a letter from the Lord Mayor. 
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At the Miggestion of Sir Georck Owens it was agreed that the case of the 
fttniilies of these gentlemen should be strongly recommended to the Medical Benevolent 
Fund. 

The resolution was passed unanimously. 

Mr. DiJiMMiK projKKSed — 

'* That l)eft>re closing its labours the Mansion House Committee desire earnestly 
to call the attention of the Government to the state of certain western districts where 
distress still exists, and to expi*ess its opinion that judicious measures should be taken 
to guard against the effects of destitution," 

This Committee had receivinl letters very recently from various parts of 
the AVest, detailing the distress which existed there, and urging the Committee to use 
its influence with the Government to bring some employment to the people there, in 
order that they might be enabled to help themselves without having recourse again 
to tlie charity of the world. It wtis inily from a deep sense of the gravity of tile 
situation in the West, and of the suffering and distress which still existed in many 
parts of it, that he was induced to propose this resolution. 

Dr. SkjEKSon, in seconding the resolution, said unfortunately there was ample 
evidence before them that distress still persisted in certain western districts, and that 
it would continue to persist there could not be any doubt.* • He could bear personal 
testimony to the ftu't, because on some of those vast peninsulas and bleak coasts of the 
West he there for the first time this year saw the commencement of the potato blight.' 
It was a melancholy thing to see the green crops touched with blackness, and even 
that varietv of the root which hiul hitlierto resisted the disease itself affected, and it 
was more melancholy still to see the peasant who had set his hopes on this year's harvest, 
after three years of disappointment, coming forth and wandering sadly among these 
blackened crops. Still more, he thought, was it painful, when they found in certain 
cases a man wJio, ahme or with his family, had been stricken with fever rising out of liLs 
sick bed only to see the destruction of his crops. These were pre«<»ages of distress of the 
most cmiinous kind. Succeedin<? events had undoubtedlv occurred to confirm these 
unfortunate omens. 'J hey had recently occasi(m to observe the report of a discussion 
which took place at the West|)ort Hoard of Guardians, where Captain Si»ai«iit, the 
Ijoral Government Inspector, called the attention (»f the guanlians to the fact that a 
number of people were in that district deiH»ndent on the potato crop, which had 
failed, and that they necessarily should be plunged into destituticm without any 
resource to fall ba<*k \i\Mn\. Hence he urged the board to use their lowers of borrow- 
in": monev for cmt-door relief. It would be in the recollection of the Committee that 
on several occasions thev received from the relief Conunittee in that district infomm- 
tion that it was dinicult and almost impossible for them to increase the rates lest it 
should plunge the minor ratepayers into pauperism. Jf that were so then, a Jortton 
that must be an argument still more urgent at the present time. Finally they were 
aware that in many of these districts the ruin of the kelp trade, and the destruction 
of boats by the recent storm had adde<l to the prevailing distress. They were aware 
also that it w^as absolutely out of the question that the charity of the world shoidd 
again be appealed to, to feed the people ; and if it were possible to expect it, it would 
be a grave misfortune that the peoj)le of this island should be taught to rely on the 
charitv of the world, where it was alike the dutv of all classes in the country and of 

♦ Snbfleqnoiit events liavo firly jiiatifiel tin's nnlicipatinn. The following is one of several 
incidents which niijrht he (jiioted in corrohoration : — 

lUi.LiNASi/)K, Dkcrmhkr 15, l^HQ. — At the Ballinasloe ■Rcml of Guardians to-day, thelUght 
Hon. the Kurl of Clancarty presiiiing, a resolution was ailopted setting out that Ballinasloe Union 
lind been duly scheduled in pursuance of the Board of Works notice of 22 id November last, that 
there is want of employment in the barony of LongforJ, and consequent distrese, and co reason- 
able pros]»ect of employment bein? Ruppliod either by the land proprietors, sanitary authorities, 
or otherwise; and that the guardians therefore res )lved to a>k the Iir>cal (T0>eriiment Board to 
recommend the l^rd lieutenant to convene an extraordinary meeting of the baronial 8es.>ioni 
in the bnrony of I/>ngford to present for works for tlie employment of the poor. — Freen:af^j 
Journal, Dec* 10, 1880. Other and severer cases followed, 
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the Government that had charge of its destiny, to take care that the possibih'ties of 
work as a resource for the people should be developed, and that the people should bo 
enabled to look to labour, which ennobles men, instead of to pauperism, which 
degrades human it v. 

Mr. Dklaxy thou<rht that anyone who had examined the state of affairs 
through Ireland, and noticed the application made from many of the Boards of 
Guardians showing their inability to pay for seeds, would admit that before the next 
harvest came round there would be not only poverty, but something nearer to 
famine. He mentioned that in reply to queries from a large trading house in the 
city, magistrates, clergymen, and boards of guardians in the AVest of Ireland, 
invariably answered that Gotl oidy knew what they would do for seeds next year, 
that before February', all their stock of potatoes would be eaten up; so that unless 
the Government interfered promptly things woidd be in a very serious position next year. 
The LoKi) Mavok said they would be only holding out false hopes, and doing 
infinitely more harm than they could hope to do good, were they to encourage the 
people who might be destitute this winter to look to this Committee for relief. 
There could be nothing clearer to his mind than that even if an appeal to public 
charity were to be again made — and he, for one, confessed he would have nothing 
to do with such an appeal — it was all very well when they were overtaken by a 
sudden emergency, but now there was full notice, and on the Government must rest 
the reponsibility. But even if such an appeal were made he did not think that it 
would be responded to again, and they could not expect that it should be. He did 
not mean to suggest that there was any danger of general destitution this winter siicli 
as existed last year, but certainly, from all the information he could gather, he was 
convinced that in certain isolated districts the destitution would be quite as severe 
as last year, and while there would be no shortness of food throughout Ireland, 
there would be in these districts an absence of money to buy it. He was sure the 
Government must have knowledge of that fjict, but he certainly thought they ought 
formally to place it on record that they directed attention to it thus early, so that 
the Government might take such means as might be desirable for the relief of distress, 
which would be quite as severe as last year upon individuals, who would starve if 
they were not given some means of earning money to buy food. 
Lord Fkancis G. Osboknk proposed the next resolution — 
** That this Committee be now adjourned sine die. That the balance of the 
Fund be vested in the following nine gentlemen : — The Lokd Mayor, Sir G. B. Owens, 
Alderman Tarpev, David Dki:mmoni>, William Lane Joynt, Charles Kennedy, 
Colonel Davoijen, T. M. Hutton, V. B. Dillon, jun., as Tnistees, with full power to 
wind up the business of the Committee, to receive any other donations to this Fund 
that may come to hand, and to pay all debts due or which may accrue in connection 
therewith, and to devote the balance as speeilily as practicable to the erecti(m of 
boat-slips, and the purchase of boats and fishing gear for distressed fishermen on the 
Western Coast of Ireland, according to their discretion, and to incur any expenditure 
they think necessary for carrying out this object." 

It was his firm conviction, from his experience, that though this year had 
been, perhaps, an exceptionally severe one, upon the Western Coast of Ireland and 
the Islands, tliere was always a state of things which was simply a disgrace to any 
civilised nation. He thought it was the imperative duty of this Committee to impress 
with all the power at their command the absolute necessity of something being done 
by those upon whom the responsibility for this state of things lay, so that chronic 
njisery should be no hmger permitted to exist there. It was the experience of all of 
them, that the miseries on the Western Coasts and Islands were particularly severe, 
and that being granted they could not devote the remainder of their Fund to a 
better purpose than relieving distress where it was greatest. Though their funds 
were unfortunately too scanty to enable them to make such provision ifor the western 
fishermen as the Baroness Burdett Coutts had made at Baltimore, they might help 
in some small way by supplying the fishermen with fishing gear and Imat -slips, 
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which he knew from personal experience were much needed. In conclusion, lie 
thanked the meeting for the cordiality with which they had received him an:ong 
them, and almost identified him as an Irishman. lie had spent more than half of 
his life in Ireland, and had learned to love it the longer he lived in it, and if ever it 
lay in his power to assist in improving its condition, he woidd be as willing to do his 
part as when he took his place among the workers on this Committee. 

Mr. Maxwell IIuttox seconded the resohition, observing that he did not know 
any other way in wliich tlie mtmoy coidtl be used so economically in the highest 
sense — that is, doing the greatest possible amount of good for the least amount of money. 
The LoKi) Mavou said he had received a letter from Mr. Brady, one of the 
Inspectors of Fisheries, wliich showed how advantageous an allocation of their money 
this would be. Mr. Dillon and himself were members of the Canadian Committee, 
who had expended a good <leal of money in the purchase of fishing gear, and perhaps 
the experience of the good done in this way had something to do with the suggestion 
that this balance should be devoted in a similar wav. Mr. Thomas F. Bkady', Com- 
missiouer of Fisheries, in hiscouuuunication, thanked the Lord Mayor, as Chairman 
of the Mansion House Conunittee, for his exertions in aiding the coast population of 
the West during the penod of distress, and for the manner in which he callc<l the 
attention of the Canadian (iovernmeut to the wants of the famine-stricken people. 
The noble gift, he said, of the Canadian Govermeut has done much to permanently 
relieve the condition of the fishery population, and most satisfactory results have 
arisen from the expenditure of nearly I'll, 000 sent across the Atlantic; still a great 
deal of poverty exists among the fishermen of Clare, Galway, and Donegal — an amount 
of poverty which can only be put aside by a supply of fishuig gear, boats, and nets, 
and only for the Canadian Government they could not have fished at all this year, 
Mr. Brady believed that if the people had the means of fishing, the occupation would 
become more remunerative than the tilling of land, and in hundreds of cases without 
which the fishery families must starve on tlieir small holdings. Mr. Br^vdy now asked 
for a grant of i'2,000 or i:3,' (M) oul of the balance of the Mansion House Fund to 
promote the purchase of boats and gear for those districts to which the Canadian 
eharity did not extend. Mr. Brady also enclosed a number of petitions for aid 
from i)Oor fishermen whose boats were lost in the late gales. 

Mr. E. Fox suggested that in view of the gooil d<me at Baltimore by the 
Baroness Birdext Coitts, the trustees should also be authorised to exi)end the money 
in the purchase of boats. 

Mr. Lane Joynt said the boats at Baltimore cost some i'200 apiece, so that their 
surplus would go a short way in buying boats. AVith reference to Baltimore, he piiid 
a high tribute to the benev(dence of the Baroness Burdett Coutts, and to the 
exertions of the Kev. Charles Davls, P.P., to fit out a fleet there. 

The Lord Mayor said the Caiuulian Committee found that if they had had 
1'100,000, instead of £"20,000, they could have used it all usefully in the purchase of 
fishing gear. 

The resolution was passed. 

Mr. Drimmie mentioned that the final subscription to the fund was one of £280 
from the Bishop of Ontario. 

On the motion of Mr. DRrMM<^)ND, the Lord Mayor left the chair, and Mr. 
Brooks, M.P., was called thereto. 

Mr. Drummond said he was sorry this duty had fallen upon him, inasmuch as 
he was quite incompetent to say what he would like to say in thanking the L(»rd 
Ma YOU for all that he had done for their Committee and this country. They all owed 
to his lordship a very deep tlebt of gratitude, lie had worked both in body and 
mind, hour after hour, day after day, and night after night, and they all knew what 
had been accomplished through the Lord Mayor's presidency. lie knew how much 
the familv of his lordship uuist have been inconvenienced bv the manner in which the 
Mansion House was given up to their Committee. .Many a time when leaving the 
Mansion House late at night he thought of the inconvenience the Lady Mayoress must 
have experienced, but it was all for the good of their fellow-creatures. He was sure 
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■'y member of this Committee would join with him in thanking his lordship for all 

care and all the trouble he had taken, and all the time he had given to the 
rement ; and he could only hope that if ever it should please God again to send 
in such an onleal.as they had passed through during the last twelve months, he 
led his lordship and the Ladv Mayohkss might again be the occupants of the 
^.lision House. lie had great pleasure in moving a vote of thanks to the LoftD Mayor 

All he had done in this movement. 

Mr. Gill, M.P., had very gi'eat pleasure in seconding the vote of thanks to the 
RJ> Mayoii for the manner in which he had acted while he was the head of this 
y influential Cf)nnnittee. The public ought to take into account that, in addition 
the enormous amount of trouble and hard work which the Loud Mayou took upon 
aself, he also assumed an enormous amount of responsibility in becoming head of 
B movement. In the eyes of the public he was more itlentitied with this movement 
lh anybody else. As it was called the Mansion House Committee the Lord Mayor 
nld naturally be identitied with it in the most intimate manner, and the able, and 
paified, and prudent manner in which he carried out all the details of the Committee's 
vk had brought it to an end without the slightest blame having Ijeen attached to it 
msxy respect. Peo])le of all religions and of all politics found nothing whatever to say 
Rinst the manner in which the funds of this Committee were allocated, and though 
s Lord Mayor had had an enormous amount of trouble and responsibility, still he 
^uld have the feeling in future times that he had done an enormcms amount of good 
p the country in one of the most trying crisis that it ever went through. This 
dilig of duty well accomplished w<ml<l, he was sure, always remain in his mind as 
e of the most pleasant, though sad (on account of its cause) remembrances a man 
uld have. lie trusted no Lt>i!i) Mayor would ever again have to undertake such a 
sition, and that the (4f)vernment by wise laws would ])revent any future recurrence 

the terrible calamities which required the Irish ])eople to go before all the world 
beggars. 

Mr. Brooks, ^I.P., in putting the resolution, said it was not necessary for him tp 
Id one word to supplenu'nt what had been said by Mr. Drummond andlM. Gill, lie 
►ped, however, he might be pardoned if he bore his own humble testimony to the very 
markable assiduity an<l skill, and the very renuirkable benevolence disphiyed by the 
OBD Mayor in reference to the objects they had all so much at heart. They were 
I grateful to him. 'I'liere was not a man, woman or child through the country that 
kd not cause to feel grateful for all he had done for this organisation and in tliis house. 
The vote of thanks was carried bv acclamation. 

The Loud Mayor, in returing thanks, said this Connnittee had been already kijid 
lOUgh to pass a vote of thanks to him as chairman of the Committee, and then, in 
ich language as he had at command — language which he certainly felt to be quite 
adequate to convey his feeling in reference to the way in which they had been good 
lOUgh to speak of him — he had tried to express his acknowledgment and thanks for 
e compliment paid him. It wa,s very kind of them at this final meeting to repeat 
At vote f>f thanks. lie thanked Mr. Drummond very deeply and sincerely for the 
»y in which he had spoken of him, and his friend Mr. Gill for his cordial references 

him. He could only tell them again what he told them at their last public meet- 
g — that he really <lid not deserve all the thanks and i)raise he had received in con- 
action with this work. That it was a great work he would be the last to deny. 
hat it had been a successful work he was very proud to believe ; but he must repeat 
)t with mere mock modesty, but as a simple statement of facts, that not to him but 

others who were in the background, and who had not received the praise they 
jserved, was due really the success of this undertaking. Of course, he was, as Loud 
[ayor, chairman of the Committee and the figure-hetul, but very often he had to be in 
ondon, and had to attend to many other avocations, and had the work been left to 
jn as it often was left to individuals, it should have undoubtedly collapsed. But he 
as helped by men who knew neither fatigue nor relaxation in their efforts in the 
X)d work they had at heart. They made a fair division — they took the work, and 
9 took the praise. With reference to the report they had just adopted, he could only 
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see in it one defect, and tluit was that tlie acknowledgments they had made to certain 
]odivi<lual members of the Committee were a very feeble expression indeed of the 
thanks which the Committee as a whole and which the Irish people owed to these 
gentlemen. But the Committee felt that there would be a certain difficulty in using very 
decided language in speaking of its own memlKM's, and they felt that the men who ha<l 
really done the work with that mcxlesty which always characterised true desert would 
not desire in a report to which should be appended their own names anything that 
might be held to pertain to nnitual admiration. There was nothing of the kind here. 
They all worked hard ; they never had a difference of opinion or a division ; they 
did their best in a great cause, and the result was their reward With Mr. Gill he 
sincerely trusted that it might be the last occasion on which Ireland would have to go 
as a b<»ggar to the nations. He would not attempt now to introduce what had never 
iKjen intnwluced in their discussions, any political elements whatsoever ; but he really 
believed it was not a j)olitical matter now to say that the land question of Ireland had 
reached a point at which all men, of all ways of thinking, admitted it must be deidt 
with in some way, and when they all recogniscil that the perio<lical famines to w^hich 
this country had been subject, were due more or less to the conditi<m of the land law.**. 
The questitm must scwm occupy the attention of Parliament, and he sincerly trusted 
that their councils might be guided by wisdom, and that they might find a true solu- 
tion of a very difficult problem. He thought they would not have adequately dis- 
charged their duty if they had not warned the Government of what the condition of 
certain localities in the AVest would be during the C(»ming winter, and he did trust that 
the Government, who were pniperly somewhat severe upon the shortcoming of previous 
efforts to deaU with this distress, now that they ha<l timely warning of what was 
approaching, wouhl make adequate |)rovision to meet the emergency, for there was no 
doubt whatever that they couhl not again exi)ect any ctmsiderable aid from charitable 
sources. In conclusion, he jusked their permission to read one passage of the report, 
as indicating in some manner his feelings and tho.se of the Committee in reference to 
the services of certain in<lividual members : 

'* Where every member of the Connnittee co-operateil so loyally to secui'c the 
great object for which it wius fornuMl, it is hard to select names for special mention. 
We are restrained by this difficulty, and by the <lelicacy attending any reference by 
a Committee to its own members, from saying here nuich that anybody acquainted 
with the working of the Connnittee must deeply feel. But we cannot in common 
justice conclude this rej)ort without expressing the special obligation of the Com- 
mittee especiidly to the Most Rev. Dr. Thkncii, for his assistance in every vicissitude 
(»f a trying time; to Alderman Takpkv, for his jussiduous labour on the Examination 
8ub-Committee ; to Mr. V. B. Dillon, jun., who planned the groundwork of the 
relief system ; to Mr. John Adye Cukhan, who conducted the coiTespondence with 
tlie Local Committees; to Mr. Chari.ks Kennedy, for his constant attention to and 
sui>ervision of the working of the organisation ; to Lord Filvncis G. Osborne, for his 
devoted services on the Western Coast ; to Mr. W. Lank JoY^T, for his laboui-s in 
connection with the supply of food and clothing to the Western Islands; to 
Mr. David DnnniiE, who transacted the j)rincii)al part of the financial business of 
the Committee; to Professor Si<;i unon, M.D., for his services on the Publication 
Sub-Committee, and on the Medical Connnission in conjunction with Dr. J. E. Kknny ; 
to the Rev. Canon Bagot, the founder of the Seeds Fund ; to Mr. J. A. Fox, for 
his reports concerning the condition of Mayo; to Mr. David Dhummond, Rev. J. 
Daniei , P.P., Mr. T. Maxwkll IIuttox, and Colonel Davoren, for their close 
attention to the work of the different Sub- Committees. None but their colleagues 
can know the labour, often extending into the night and early morning, which these 
and other gentlemen devoted to a work which at one time threatened to overwhelm 
them, and any words of thanks from their colleagues would be a trifling recompense 
compared with the satisfaction of knowing that their sacrifices for the alleviation of 
the sufferings of their fellow-countrymen have not been made in vain." 
The Committee then separated. 
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APPEALS, FORMS, &c. 



On the 21st of January, the following Appeal to the people of 
Great Britain from the Dublin Mansion House Committee for Relief of 
the Distress in Ireland, was transmitted to each of the several organs of 
public opinion at the Press : — 

To iHii Editou, — We beg you will penuit iw to make this Appeal through 
the mc»dium of your Newspaper. 

It is uow admitted that distress of an acute and exceptional character, certain 
to involve actual starvation if extraneous aid be not promptly and liberally forth- 
coming, exists over wide districts of 1 rcland. 

This distress daily increases in area and in its intensity, so much so, that it 
seems impossible to avert until the next harvest an abs;)lute famine in very many 
places. Every effort is being made in Ireland itself, as well by Local as by Central 
Relief Committees, to mitigate the calamity, but owing to the general commercial 
and agi'icultural depression, and to the wide-spread character of the distress, these 
efforts have proved totally inadequate to meet the crisis. 

We therefore appeal with confidence to all friends of Ireland for aid in our 
efforts to save the people from destruction. Already munificent donations or 
promises of assistance have reached us from several parts of Great Britain, from the 
United States, from Australia, and elsewhere. 

We feel that we have only to make known the sad position of the Irish people 
to ensure everywhere a generous response. 

We would point to the constitution of our Committee, which comprises represen- 
tative men of the highest character and position in the country, and of all creeds and 
politics, both as an assurance that this Appeal is justified, and that any funds 
entrusted to us shall be distributed in the manner best calculated to meet the 
emergency. 

This Central Committee distributes its relief through I^ocal Committees, of 
which the clergy of all denominations in the district, and the Poor-law Medical 
Officers, must be members, and requires that relief shall be given only in kind, and 
not in money. 

We annex copy of a resolution adopted at a public meeting held here <m 2nd 
January inst., and of a resolution adopted at the first meeting of this Committee. 

We are your obedient servants. 

Signed by the Lord Mayor and all the Members of the Committee. 



The following Appeal was issued with a pamphlet containing an 
account of the proceedings of the Mansion House Committee, for ten 
weeks : — 

Little more than two months have elapsed since the Dublin Mansion House 
Committee for the belief of Distress in Ireland started into existence. At the 
period of its formation, there were some who were slow to believe that any pressing 
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necessity for tlie or^janisation of such a body existed, and tliere were few who 
realis(jd that the work before it would liave proved so overwlielniing in its sadness, 
and in its magnitude. At the coniniencemeut of the year there were, however, 
abundant evidences tliat in many districts of the West, and of the 8outh-West and 
North, the sliadow of a fearful calamity had settled upon the people, and that, there 
at least, there would be ample scope for the exercise of a benevolent charity. 

With as little delay as possible the Committee applied itself to the task pf 
sending succour to the afliicted ; and as the funds for relief came in they were 
despatched with promptitude for distribution amongst the needy. The system 
adopted by the Committee for relieving the wants of those who most required 
assistance, is described elsewhere ; and the testimony that has been offered from 
every quarter of the country, as to the satisfactory results that have followed upon 
a close adhesion to it, is the best proof of its efficiency and efficacy for all its 
pur])oses. 

Three times in each week the Connnittee holds a Public Meeting for the 
discussion of its work and for the allocation of its grants, and on each of the other 
three days the Sub- Connnit tecs of tlistribution are engaged' in the careful and 
scrupulous investigation of every application for relief. Day by day, it was found 
that the area of want was increasing, and that hunger and suffering an^l miseiy 
were creeping into households and into districts, where but a short time before 
their presence was but little anticipated. 

The wail of woe that first came from ^layo, and Galway, and Donegal, and 
Clare, and Cork, and Kerry, began to come in equally harrowing tones from Sligo, 
ami Cavan, and Kosconnnon, and Ivcitrim, and I^ongford, and Tyrone, and Feiinanagh, 
and the picturesque Glens of Antrim and of Down ; and it is but a short time since 
help was sent to the fairest spots iu beautiful AVicklow, and to some of the once 
thriving villages of fertile Kildarc. Tip})erary has sluired in these merciful minis- 
trations, and Cork, and Limerick, and Dublin counties have partaken of the 
magnificent generosity which' has so splendidly nmnifested itself throughout tho 
world, in behalf our stricken and patiently-enduring people. 

In truth, every day of the ten weeks that have passed since the establishment 
of the Committee, has intensiHed the distress, and to-day there is scarcely a corner of 
the land where famine is not impending over its inhabitants. 

'J'he prospect before them from" this to August — when, as may be hoped, the 
fields will be ripe and rich for the harvest — is an appalling one, and but little 
expectation can be entertained that it will brighten till far into that month. A 
world's mercy and muniticence have enabled the Connnittee up to this to save 
hundreds, thousands, from death by starvation ; to rescue thousands of little 
children from premature graves, and to avert the ghastly and historic incidents of 
Schull and Skibbereen of tliree-and-thirty years ago. But as yet its work is far 
from done. The Committee has yet enough to keep our people alive for about six 
weeks more. AVith the ex])iration of that period, unless the world's mercy and 
muniticence go on, Ciod only knows what the result may be. The Committee 
nuikes a fresh appeal to the sympathy of the benevolent throughout the universe. 
The existence of a whole race dej)ends upon the response. In her too brief and 
transient intervals of prosperity, Ireland was never slow in responding to appeals 
from afflicted nations, and out of her comparative poverty she gave with ungrudging 
generosity. In her present need she asks for aid, and the Dublin Mansion Committee 
will gladly continue to be almoners of any gifts that may be sent to it for the 
alleviation of Ireland's great distress. 

St Patrick's Daij, 18S0. 
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At a Meeting of tlie Committee, held on the 25th May, the 
condition of the country, tlie increase of disease, and the diminution of 
the Relief Funds were taken into consideration. The following 
proceedings took place : — 

Dr. 81GKKSON said it wus his duty to briug forward the Rej)ort or Stateineut of 
the Publication Committee. They had now amved at a somewhat critical juncture 
of their operations, and a few words might not be considereil out of place. Various 
statements had been made with reference to the distress, and as to the mode of 
relieving it, and some doubt liad even been thrown on it by persons who had kept 
themselves anonymous and had never authenticated their remarks by any tacts. 
He would call their attention in the first place to one of the gravest facts in 
connection with this subject. They were aware that famine neetl not necessarily 
show itself at first by sudden death. The deprivation of food would manifest its 
influence by greatly lowering the constitution and leaving it open to atUicks of 
disease of various kinds. Now, if that had occurred they should expect to see an 
increase of the death-rate. He found on looking at the Quarterly Heturn, which 
reports the death-rate of this country during the last quarter of last year, that 
the death-rate was '* above tlu* average for the corresponding quarter cf the previous 
five years, the excess being 1*0 per thousand, and is the highest registered in the 
fourth quarter of any year since registration of deaths commenced in 18G4." The 
Registrar proceeds — '* The suflfering caused by the extremely bad harvest and 
depression of trade is no doubt, to a considerable extent, a cause of the excessive 
death-rate of Ireland during the past quarter." Taking the returns for .the first 
quarter of the present year the death-rate for the quarter was 1*3 per 1,000 undei: 
that of the first quarter of 1879 (after a rigorous winter^, ''although one per 
thousand above the average of the corresponding quarters of the past five years." 
The death-rate had during tlie first quarter decreased, as compared with that ofthe 
last quarter of hist year, and what was the cause of that decrease? It was evidently 
due to one great cause that came into operation, and that cause was the intervention 
of the viu'ious associations that rose into existence to administer charity throughout 
the country. There had been some doubt expressed as to the accuracy of the state-, 
luents that came to them, depicting tlie amount and intensity of the distress. But 
in these official documents we have the testimony of peHectly independent witnesses, 
not biassed on the popular side, tlie evidence, namely, of the local Registrars. These 
show both the gravity of the distress and the benefit derived from the relief distributed. 
At Downpatrick the Registrar gave a statement showing the prevalence in one part of 
great sickness and considerable mortality, and towards the mountain of Slieve Croob 
he stated there was great privation in some cases, and extreme poverty very generally, 
the consecpience of which was that there wtis " already a considerable increase of 
sickness and debility, and the prospects of an outbreak of fever, which usually super- 
venes under such circumstances." In Ballyshannou (Belleek) the i!egistrar said 
— " The deaths are much above the average this quarter, in fact exceeding any quarter 
since the Registration Act came into force. I jiscribe much of the cause of the deaths 
of old people to cold and chest affections arising from the want of fuel owing to the 
wet summer." In Enniskillen the Registrar said — "Deaths considerably above average ; 
chiefly old people, wLo suffered most from w-ant of warm clothing and fuel. No deaths 
from w^ant of food, as that was more than supplied from the Relief Funds." In the 
District of Milford the Registrar said — "The general health of the district was very 
good, considering the scarcity of food, and ibis was owing in a great measure to the 
prompt relief given in the disti'ict from the Relief Funds." In Clones the Registrar 
said — " Deaths have been more numerous than in any quarter I remember." Even 
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in Carlow it was stated — '* There were several slight ciises of dyseuteiy resulting irom 
bad and insufficient diet, but no deaths occurred. A Locid Committee was formed 
and funds obtained from the Mansion House, and I consider great relief was thus 
afforded to the suffering poor." From Laurencetown, Ballinasloe, it was stated — 
"A case of famine or relapsing fever came under my notice last week.*' There were 
several other returns of a similar kind, but those he had quoted established beyond doubt, 
to any sane man, that .the distress had been what had been represented to them. The 
aid they had been enabled to give, and which had been acknowledged so gratefully, 
was due to the fact that they had received from various sources a sum which amounted 
ito £161,760. How long would the balance now in hand last at their rate of 
distribution ? During the past month, they had to diminish their grants. During 
the past month, the amount spent was £23,446, and they had now only £18,641 in 
hand — no more than would last three weeks. ' That being the case, it had been 
considered necessary that immediate steps should be taken to place the facts before 
tlie public so that tdl might realise the critical nature of the position in which, they 
were placed. Hitherto a large number of people had been looking to them for 
relief. In a few weeks they would look in vain. The Committee could do no more 
than they had done, and in issuing any address to the public it should be clearly 
shown how urgent was the crisis. The address which he was now about to read had 
received the sanction of his Grace Archbishop Trench and his Grace Archbishop 
M*Cabe, and the Loud M\you had telegraphed to him expressing his approved 
of it. In conclusion, Dr. Sioekson read the following address, which was 
unanimously adopted by the General Committee, and ordered for publication: — 

• 

STATEMENT. 

Mansion House, Dublin, May 21 th, 1880. 

For nearly live months we have striven with the distress which has come upon 
our country. 

Reluctantly compelled to appeal to the generosity of the benevolent, the liberality 
of their response has saved the liv^s of thousands of our countrymen, who would have 
perished of famine, and the lingering diseases engendered by starvation, but for this 
opportune assistance. 

To state the chief jcause of the distress is to indicate its character, its intensity, 
and its duration. For three successive seasons there have been partial failures of the 
principal food-crop of the people, of which the greatest was that occurring last year, 
at a time when the general depression was most intense. The total loss from this one 
cause has been estimated at about thirteen millions sterling, which, falling most 
severely on the small cultivators, has reduced a vast multitude to utter destitution. 

Thus arising, the distress must of necessity continue, as the influence of the 
cause continues, and even enlarge, as local resources lessen, until a new harvest shall 
have given a new supply of food to the people. 

The agencies in operation for the relief of suffering are wholly inadequate to 
arrest the distress. The public works, yet to be undertaken, will be comparatively 
few, sparse, and of limited influence. As regards the Poor-law system, it cannot, 
where the need is greatest, bear even the present strain, for several Unions are already 
in a bankrupt condition, and very many of the humbler ratepayers have themselves 
become recipients of eleemosynary aid. Increase of the rates, in most of the stricken 
districts, means taxation of the indigent for the relief of the destitute, and thus tends 
to broaden the area of privation. 

As it is, numbers have latterly fallen into the ranks of pauperism, after a 
strenuous effort for independence, and many others are even now striving desperately 
against the pressure of distress, rather than endure the humiliation of accepting alms. 

It is a lamentable truth that the fever which follows famine has already made 
its appearance in several ])laces, and w^hen we veonW the ravages caused by it, in 1847, 
this manifestation of the disciuse naturally gives rise to the most grave apprehensions. 
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In comparison with t^c immense Icsd suffered by the country, the 8inn of the 
funds contributed to the several charitable organizations seems but a slender ])ittance, 
Nor have we been able,. with what assistance came to our hand, to do more. than 
preserve the afflicted people from absolute starvation by scanty doles of Imlian meal. 
But the supplies which, flowin<; into us diirin<r the winter season, enabled us to do 
thus much, have latterly decrease<l, and now threaten entirely to fail. 

Nevertheless, an ordeal of nearly three months still remikiris to be undergone , 
during which the last provisions of mnny will disappear, and the full vigour of famine 
will fall upon suffering thousands. Our expenditure for last month, with diminished 
and curtailed grants, amounted to £23,446. There now remain on hand but 
i 18,621. The demands of three brief weeks will completely exhaust our store, and 
if this be not soon and liberally replenished by the generosity of the humane, we can 
hope no longer to avert disaster. 

Thus it is with us. Distress continues urgent ; destitution threatens to increase ; 
fevers make their appearance, and add the pain of disease to the pang of hunger. At 
the same time, to meet these enlarging evils our means are lessened, and the resources 
at our disposal draw rapidly to an end. 

In view of a state of affairs so serious and so alarming, we deem it to be our 
solemn and imperative duty thus publicly to declare that,, whilst ever anxious to 
continue our ministrations, we cannot consent even to appear to assume a resixjnsibility 
w^hich far surpasses our power efficiently to discharge. Hence, as all things combine 
to show that our o|x*rations nmst, for want of supplies, come to a close within three 
weeks, whilst distress shall still persist, it behoves us to give due warning that, after 
that i)eri<Ml (if public generosity have not renewe<l <mr store), our assistance can no 
longer l)e expected; and that we will then formally resign into the hands of .those 
whom the State ap|>oint8 to watch over its safety, the full charge of the suffering 
lives which have hitherto been the subject of our care, and must still be the object of 
our painful solicitude. 

E. D. Gray, M.P., Lord Mayor, Chairman. 



RESOLUTIONS 



Adopted at a Public Meeting held in the Mansion House, on the 

2nd January, 1880. 

Proposed by Sir Artulu Giixxkss. M.P. ; seconded by P. J. Smyth, Esq, 
M.P. ; supported by the Recoudek, the Very Rev, T J. O'Ekilly, Adm., 
Dr. Spekdv, and the Hon. D. Plunkett, M.P. : — 

" That the poorer clas.4es in numy parls of Ireland must, during the coming 
season, suffer greiit distress, involving absolute destitution, if extraneous aid be not 
liberally and promptly supplied ; and that, without interfering with the beneficent 
efforts for a similar purpose already instituted, a Fund be now opened for the Relief 
of the Distress in Ireland, to be cafled ** The Dublin Mansion House Relief Fund." 

Proposed by C. II. Meldox, Escj., M P. ; seconded by Alexandeu Parke it, 
Esq., J.P. :— 

" That the following Committee, with tlie Treasm*ers and Honorary Secretaries, 
with power to add to their number, be empowered to carry out the objects of this 
Meeting." {See Commttee.) 

Proposed by Georor BnowxE, Esq., M.P. ; seconded by TV. Findlatbr, 
Esq.: — 

" That a Subscription List be now openwl, and the Right Hon. E. Dwyer Gray, 
M.P., Lonl Mayor; Sir James W. Mackey, D.L , High Sheriff; Sir John Harrington, 
and Mr. Jonathan Pini, be requested to act as Treasurers to the Relief Fund, and 
are hereby authorised to open a Ranking Account in the National Bank ; and they, 
or any of them, arc empowereil to draw from time to time cheques on the said Fuud." 
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KESOLUTIONS 

Adopted sit the First Meeting of tlie Committee lield at tlie Mansion 

House, Dublin, on tlie 3rd January, 1 88U. 

Proi>ose<l by His Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Tuexcii ; Secomled by the Very 
Rev. J. Danikl, P.P. : — 

*' That the action of this Committee be solely throiijrh local ajreii.'ics, and not 
by direct communication with those who seek or may need its relief." 

Proposed by Mr. C. H. Meldox, M.P. ; seconded by Sir Geoikik Owins: — 

** That the agency through which this Committee would desire to dispense its 
relief would be Local Committees, including, wherever practicable, the Clergymen of all 
denominations in the district, the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Board of 
Guardians, the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Dispensary Committee, and the 
Medical Officer." 

Proposed by His Grace the Most Kev. Dr. Tuencii ; seconded by the Veiy 
liev. J. Daniel, P.P. : — 

" That as a condition of iH'ing recognised as an agency at whose recommendation 
and by whose instrumentality relief shall be imparte<1, the Local Committee for any 
district must satisfy this Committee of the existence of acute and exceptional distress 
iu the district from which the claims to be relieved come." 

l*roposL»d by His Grace tlie Most Rev. Dr. Tuexcii ; Seconded by Mk. Tiios. 
PiM, Jun. : — 

" That a Local Committee dispensing relief from this Fund, mu:<t engage to 
keep a book in which sludl be entered the names oi applicants for relitrf, particulars 
as to age, occupation, number in family, extent of land held (if any), and nature and 
amoimt of relief afforded in each case ; and this book shall always be o])en to the 
Committee, and idso they will beexpecteil to furnish weekly accounts of receipts from 
this Fund, and disbursements of the same." 
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QUEllY SHEET. 
The following Form was issued to be tilled up by eacli of the Local 

. - - . .Committees i 

Mansion House, 

JDubiin, 1880. 

Gentlemen, 

The Committee of IRe Mansion House Fund has received your application, and 
will be obliged by your returning this tor in filed mj) with answers to the following 
questions : — 

1. By what name is your Local Committee known ? 

Post Town County 

2. What is the name and extent of the district over which your Committee 
' propose to extend their operation ? 

3. Are there any other Local Committees in your district? Give their names. 

4. Have you made application for assistance from the " Marllwrpngh Fund," 
or any other fund? If so, witli what result ? 

6. If not, ivhy not ? 

6. What is present Poor s Rate, and what has been average of last three years ? 

7. About what numlier of persons who may fairly claim assistance from the 
Mansion House Fund, or from some other similar fund, do yoa suppose to be included 
in your district ? Is this number likely to increase ? 

eVrite Names of your Committee, and the Name.^ antl Addre^se^ of the Officers, 
eligion of each Memlwr, on this page. 

N.B.^On this Committee Clerp:y of all Denomiiiati<ms slioidd be included 
where practicable, and where not practicable a rea^^oii nur>t be given. 

< hairman. 

Secretary, 

2Vea8ttrer.'\ 

8. What has been the condition in life of these in past time, and to what causes 
may their present destitution be mainly attributed ? 

9. What efforts have been made, and what amount of money has been subscribed, 
towards relieving the distress in the district? Send any documents relating to the 
formation of your or any other Committees in the District. 

10. In what form do you i>rop()S3 to administer relief obtained from this fund? 
\N,B, — You miust difttttwtli/ vnderstttnd that relief is to he fjiven only injond,juelor 
clothing,^ 

11. Will your Committee undertake to keep a book which shall contain the 
names of accepted applicants for relief, particulars as to age, occupatioil, number irt 
family, extent of land held (if any), amount and duration of relief afforded in each 
case, and to lay the same before our Committee when requested ? 

12. Will your Committee undertake to keep an account shewing the receipts and 
disbursements of any sums received from this Fund, and to furnish weekly a statement 
of the manner in which such grants have been expended, with the vouchers for the 
same? 



All Local Committees are empowered to spend the money granted to them by the 
Mansion House Fund, as they shall deem most conducive to tlie ends for which this 
. Fund exists, subject to the foregoing conditions. 



To be Signed by the Chairman 
and Secretary 



I 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Tn order that some idea of the condition of the country may be 
obtained, the following letters are here published. They represent most 
of the distressed Counties ; but they form only a minute pi^ojiortion of 
the immense mass of correspondence sent forward by the Committ<*es of 
districts where suffering existed : — 

" Loifde Vectory, Cushendtill, Co. Anfnvi^ 4(h February, 1880. 
*' Gentlemen, 

" I am directed by the Committee formed in this district (extending from Gar- 
ron Point to Fox Point), in the glens of Antrim, to place before you a short statement 
of the distress existing in this neighbourhood, and to aslt for some assistance from 
your fund. 

'' Thougli the distress is not so widespread as in other parts of Ireland, yet so far 
as it goes it is quite as acute. The almost total failure of the potato crop, together 
with the turf already cut, and the want of employment for labourers, has impoverished 
the people to an extent unknown since '47, and for some time' past the clergy and 
gentry have been besieged by people for aid, which they have relieved to the best 
of their ability, but it has now hea me too heavy for them to cope with. 

** We have appouited a Ccmimittee, whicli includes all the magistnites resident in 
the district, clerg}', doctors, together with a fair i-epresentation of the merchants and 
fanners. We have ascertained that there are upwards of fifty families, representing 
more than 200 persons, in immediate want of relief. 

" One case reported to me yesterday, tlie head of a family of nine persons with 
not one penny, nor any food in the house. Another, a man looking for employment 
and ji^oing to walk thirteen miles, who had not tasted food at one o'clock in the day, 
leaving behind a wife and large family. Another, an old woman trying to sell brooms 
at one o'clock in the day, and failing to sell even one to get breakfast for herself and 
family. We shall make efforts to get seed potatoes, r.s in very many cases there 

are none left. 

" I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

'* Wm. Thompson, Clk., Hon. Sic. 



<* Crossmaglen ami Creggan Belief Committee^ Co, Armagh^ 4(h Marchj 1880. 

•* Gentlemen, 

" Through sheer necessity, we are obliged again to appeal to the Mansion House 
Relief Committee for a second donation towards relieving the distress that isbeeonnng 
more widespread every day in this parish, 

** Generous as has been your first donation of X'2r), and taking into .account our 
local subscriptions, our funds are almost exhausted, and we have been compelled to 
exclude many applications, 
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• '^ In our first application we gave the number of those in distress at something 
about 750 families, or 3,750 persons, and that number is, unfortunately, increasing 
On the first two days of distribution we relieved 550 families, or 2,750 people, but, as 
we remarked before, we were obliged to let many go unrelieved through want of funds. 

'^ We have given relief, in the shape of Indian meal, as, owing to our want of 
funds, we could not afford to give anything more substantial ; and to no family, no 
matter how numerous, have we given more than two stone of meal in the week. So, 
notwithstanding all our care and caution, the number of applications is daily increas- 
ing, and before many days, if some subscriptions do not reach us, I fear tlio 
consequences will be terrible. 

*' We will not be giving harrowing details or quoting affectiqg scenes to be 
witnessed here every day, but we simply state hard, incontrovertible facts, believing 
they will tell better the misery and distress prevailing here than graphic descriptions. 

" Unfortunately, we have not as yet got any donations from any other fiuul, 
and we, therefore, must only appeal again to the generosity of the Mansion House 
Committee ; and should they, in their goodness, listen to our cry for help, I need not 
say that the poor people of this parish will ne^ er forget them in their prayei's. 

" We beg to remain, gentlemen, faithfully yours, 

** John ?»I'Donnell, Chairman, 

** James Lougiiran, C.C, Secretary'^ 



''MvUafjh, Kelh, Co, Caran, March 2nd, 1880. 
" Gkntlkmen, 

" I again beg to draw your attention to application of this Committee sent you 
on 21 St Febnmry, and to appeal to you in the strongest possible tenns for your 
generous assistance. Tliis parish contains a larger number of cottiers than any other 
in this county, together with 15(> small farmers in the most distressed and destitute 
condition, without any visible means of supporting themselves and their families. 

" Up to this there has been no employment of any account given here, and these 
poor people are all ciying to us for relief, but for want of funds we have been unable 
to do anything for them this week. We beg of you, in the name of the starving 
poor, to send us £50 if possible. 

" Obediently yours, 

" Thomas V, M'Ke^s^ a, Seer etai*i/, Mullagh P. R. Committee,'' 

" P.S, — We applied to the other P\mds, but got nothing. Relieved by this 
Committee^ — 1,050 persons." 

" Kilnaleck, Co, Cavan, February 16/A, 1880. 
" Sir, 

" The Kilnaleck Relief Committee desire me to write an urgent appeal to your 
Committee for immediate aid. 230 heads of families got temporary' relief this day, 
ran<ring from one to three stone of meal. 250 persons were obliged to go home to 
their lielpless children without food. 

** 1 can assure the Mansion House Committee that great destitution exists in the 
parish, and the cry of the poor is to give them work, for this temporary relief is not 
able to support them. 

♦» Up to 500 destitute poor were in Kilnaleck this day, one-third of this numl>cr 
were small farmers 

** Your obedient servant, 

*'CnAi^LE8 BoYLAN, Hov. Secretary.'' 
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*^ Jfoi/bologue, BaUiehoro\ Co, Cavan, 12lh February^ 1880 
" Gentlemen. 

" A meeting was this day held in the Edengora National Sohoolhouse, attended 
by the Roman Catholic and Irish Church clergymen, and other representative gentle- 
men of various religious denominations. 

"The following resolution, amon;r others, was proposed, seconded and unani 
mously passed: — 'That immediate application l>e made to the Mansion House Relief 
Fund for aid to ward off the dire destitution unfortunately existing among many in 
this district.' 

" The materials upon which such a statement may be based are lamentably 
extensive. Within the limits of the parishes to which our district is confined are 
very many cases of whole families in such distress as borders on starvation. The 
inhabitants are almost all of the struggling small farmer class, depending on potatoes 
and turf for food and fuel. The potatoes were hist year, in rare instances, not worth the 
digging, and the turf had to be abandoned owing to the heavy rains and consequent 
flooding. The scanty plots of corn sown were, in the first place, ill-productive, and 
next, only half saved with gr(?at difficulty. 

" Owing to the excessi\ely low market price of other farm produce, no money 
was realized to meet the emergency. All these causes conspiring, have reduced the 
small farmers here to a pitiable condition. 

*' What is apparent to cursory observers is not a tithe of the real distress 
existing, inasmuch as those very small farmers, in most cases, would suffer almost 
anything short of starvation before they would brook the shame of a public acknow- 
ledgment of their distress. No case of actual death by starvation has as yet, thank 
God, occurred, to the knowledge of the Committee; but unless immediate relief be 
procured from some source within a fortnight, we know not what fearful results a 
delay of even so short a time might bring forth. Many of the small farmers ai*e 
destitute of food, of fuel, and of clothing. They are at the present moment eating, or 
have already eaten, their seed potatoes and seed com, to presen'c life. Many of them 
are ]>erishing for want of ordinary clothes, and, what is far more serious, have no 
bedclothes to protect them at night from the wintry cold. It was the opinion of our 
meeting that at least two hundred lives are at the present moment in this perilous 
condition — reduced to the verge of starvation ; their seed potatoes and seeil corn 
consumed, having no fuel, their ordinary clothes, in most cases, reduced to shreds, 
and devoid ahnost of any covering at night. With this spectre of distre^ so excessive, 
brooding over so many in our district, we earnestly and respectfully request such a 
grant from your Committee as the statement of facts here ^iven seems to your 
Committee to warrant. Pledging, on our part, that whatever sums may be entruste<l 
to us. for the relief of the distress, shall be faithfully distributed by us among those 
who are most necessitous, in the manner stipulated by the donors. 

*' I am, &c., 

'' J. E. H. MuRPiiY, B.A., Clk., Hon. Sec: 



" Dungioe, ii'd Stranorlar, Co, Donegal, Jan, 14M, 1880 
" Gentlemen, 

" As we understand that the Mansion House Fund is to be distributed amon^rst 
the poorest districts in Ireland, we deem it absolutely necesstiry to make imme<iiate 
application to your Committee for whatever portion of the fund they may Vie able to 
allocate for this district. The parishes represented by our Committee are Temple- 
crone and Lettermacward, Co. Donegal, large and 'extensive parishes, including 
2,581 families, consisting of 13,372 persons, who occupy 72,230 acres, the Govern- 
ment valuation of which is only i4,279 lOx. OcZ., or 1^. 2J, per acre on an average. 
The disitress in the above-mentioned parishes is something fearful to contemplate. 
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Our flrst instalment from the Duchess of Marlborough's Fund, amounting to iMO, 
won*t enable us to relieve for the present more than 240 out of DGO applications, 
giving each family i cwt. of Indian meal. In fine, if relief be not forthcoming from 
other sources than the Duchess of Marlborough's Fund, we cannot possibly cope with 
the fearful destitution which prevails in this ptu't of the country. We are, in fact, 
without the slightest degree of exaggeration, on the very vi^rge of famine. Jiefore 
making this ap|riication we investigated most particularly the state of the parishes 
referred to, and we are therefore in a position to vouch for the accuracy of the above 
statement. Under these circumstances we trust that your Connnittee will at once 
come to our aid. 

"I am, gentlemen, yours truly, 

*' Charles M^Gltnk, P.P." 



*' Letter hennt/, Co. Donegal^ I6th Felfruarij^ 1880. 
" Sir, 

" We beg to inform your Committee that so great and so urgent have been the 
claims made on us for aid by ti.e Local Committees working with us all over the 
county, that, in meeting them, we. have all but exhausted the funds at our disposed, 
and we humbly bt»g your Committee will supplement the lil>eral donation already 
made to us by a still more liberal grant. TIkj magnitude of the work of charity 
thrown upon us will Ik? best shr>wn by the following statistics, which for your own 
information we have tried to collect all over the Co. Donegal. W'e are glad to be 
able to ai^sure you that at present we have in co-operati<m with us Local Committees 
in ever}' distresse<l portion of the county, with two exceptions, Kamelton and Innish- 
owen : and in a few days we hope to have Local Committees in these places also, 
l^itting Innishowen down for the present as one large district to which we have 
already made a grant of 1'200, we have, in addition, twenty-eight Local or Parochial 
Committees. We have adopted paroehial divisions, being the most pi'actical, for 
many reasous, named Ballyshannon, Hundoran, Pettigo, Ballintra, Donegal, Inver, 
Killaghter, Killyliegs, Kilcar, (ilencolunibkille, Ardara, Glenties, Kiltervogue, 
Stranorlar, Convoy, Letterkenny, Churchill, Kilmacrennan, Rathmullen, Milfonl, 
and Carrowkeel, Carrj-art, Dunfanaghy, Cloghanecly, and Tory Island, Gweedore, 
Lower Templecnme, and Arran Ishmd and I'pper Templecrone, Lettermacward, 
Fintown. These Lo<*al Committees are giving relief to about 12,000 families, or 
fiO,000 individuals, and granting each indivi<lual iUl, per week (surely a miserable 
pittance), our weekly expenditure would be about X'l,r)O0 sterling. At our last 
meeting we distributed about 11,100 as a weekly allowance, and the appeals are 
daily increasing in number, and in the urgency and extent of poverty they contahi. 
With these facts before you, when you reiuember that we beg to assure you that the 
greatest harmony exists between the Central and Local Committees, each doing its 
work to the best of its power towards warding off the hand of famine from so many 
thousand souls now in absolute want. Further, that the Duchess of Marlborough's 
Committee has not up to this extended its charity to nniny parts of the county, and 
these the most distresse<l, namely, all the Dimfanaghy I'nion, including Gweedore, 
the I-ietterkenny Union, &c., and these tlistricts are entirely <lependent on us for relief, 
and that out of the i'2H,000 alrea<ly distributed by your Committee only JS1,200 have 
been sent to Donegal, though, we have no doubt, the poorest of the few counties of 
Ireland aflPectwl by the present distress. AVe feel confident your Committee will send 
us a generous grant from the ^lansion House Fund, that thereby we may be enabled 
to continue to the end the noble work we have begun. 

'* Signed, 

" ^ Michael Logue, Chairman^ Bishop of Raphoe, 
"' W. A. Gallagher, Hon, Sec,*' 

R 
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- KilTJ^. Co. Z)i>ini, Ifdk Febntary, 1880. 
*• Mt Lokd, 

"* It i« pftinfnl and hmnilUtiiiig to have to arknovM^ that even in this, the 
premier coanty of Ulrter. then? f-xi^t* distivss deep-fr4t and widespread. Nothinjr 
but *heer ne«-*!>ity cain forwr iht- f^<pl«' U» a^rknovledse want and a#k rt:lieC. They will 
stnigsie on amidst difficn* ticr;^ an-l coatinnr to conceml their miaierT until their Uanched 
checks betray them and tell the oVi«enrt-r that the gnawing pain i« wearing away their 
vitak. Such has been the ca^ in *40 and '47. whrn the gaunt spectre* Famine, 
stalked over the land, and derimatnl a famishe*! people, and such. imhappQy. is the 
case here now in this County of Down. At all events, such is the case in this parish 
of L'l^r Kilcoo. with a populati<:4i of over 3.<*i>\ spread over thirteen townlands, 
situate in a mountainous distrk-t. where, owing to the indemency of the season, the 
poor people did not obtain a particle of peat from the bogs — their source of fuel — 
and their crop? weie afanoBt completely lol^t. Their means, which were at best bat 
slender, have been gradually diminishing for the past few years, and are now 
exhaustetl. as is also their cr^lit. Hence, we find that the fuel of the majority is the 
furze and heath which thev «ather ii^wBk the hill-sides ; and the food of manv — alas ! 
t«x> many — an insufficient i|uantity of Indian meal porridge, without a single drop of 
milk to make it palauble. It is truly a pitial4e pl^t in which hundreds of the poor 
people here now fintl themselves —partially without fooil. wholly without fuel, or 
niean< to pnicure it : with* Kit s«^l ftY the lan^l. without clothing, and without credit. 
Knowin^r this, knowin^r that starvation is alneadv at our door?, and claims its victims, 
it woukl be little les^ than criminal to allow a sense of delicacy to prevent us trom 
prwUiming the £ict. Itelievin^. as we do. that its proclamation wOl elicit finom a 
generous and sympathetic pulilic sm-h timely aid as may possibly avert the <iccurrence 
of the harrowing scenes of the iamine vears. 

** i Signed on Whali of the Committee). 

*" S. Ward. Blackcanseway. Downpatrick. 
•• W. P. O'CoxxoR, ii?». Ap4ey-i^ce. Bel&st. 
"J. P. KixiiSCMTE. J.P.. Brvansforvl. 
•• Chas- Paekhccst Bastfck. 31. A.. Incinnlienff. 
'• H. Connor. P.P. 
• B. MKkn-sa. C.C. 
•• P. FrrzpATRicK. P.L.G. 

••.I«»nN-M'AnsTr.R. P.L-ii."" 



'•Gextlemex, 

•' Although it was well known that distress? prvvaile*! to a great extent in this 
district for si^me mouths past, in onis^-^pienvv of the destnictitHi of crops, meadoms, 
and pasture land by Lake Erne dtm^U. i^^ihtT with the failure of crops generally, 
yet it is only now, when the mvMiiU^rs of the i*«»mmittee. in their several localities, 
have investigated the claims for rt-liff brv>u:rht Ivfore them, that thev find out the 
tlire misery which exists. The small fanners have the greatest dislike to take 
anything in the shape of alms : and it is only when they tiiid the gnawing of hunger, 
or their children crv for food, that thev ivwe to seek relief. 

" This Committee hopes w>ur Committee will send them further h^ as qieetlily 
as possible. The funds at their disposal are almost exhausted, and next week will 
be «:»iie of snfTerin? for manv here if aid be not to haiHl, 

** I am. gentlemen. 

•* Your obe^lient ^^Mrvant. 

'- Patrick. Culuke« Iltm Stcretarif. 
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" Paro^ial Howe, Be f leek, Co. Fermanagh, \2th Februartf, 1880. 
'* Dkar Sir, 

^^ May I, through you, again be permittefl to appeal to the Mansion House 
Committee, for another act of charitv an«l mercv towanli^ the manv hundreds now 
suflfenng dreadfully, in my parish. In truth. the'dL«tre><' U now a^r^umiiig here an 
alarming appearance. On yesrerday. our day of mf'<ftiug at Mullt^'k to afforil reliet, 
the crowd was so great, looking for anything at all we could give, that it occupied 
the Relief Committee up to two hours after night to get tlirou^li our li»t of applicants, 
and we had to give up the task nearly in hf^le:^* d€r«pMir of knowing wliat to do to 
get the shivering creatures away. It was sad to K-e huridre<lis crowdt-d together 
around the door of where the Committee met. waiting from twelve o'clock n<xin Ui 
eight at night, under drenching rain, for whatever little we ^r^iuM give. From 
Is. to 2^. 6 j., was our rule, and in the end ha<l to <*urtail even thei«e small sums, 
sooner than hear the cries of the disappointed. Ideally the people are on the |>oint 
of dying. If something be not done very soon to give employment, alms will not at 
all meet the crisiF much longer. On laVt Momlay in Petti;;ri several poor women 
and strongmen came to the priest's house, and some of them fainted with hunger 
and exhaustion. The appearance of the poor is apfMtUin?. I will aU'i ask, mith 
whatever the feeling conj<ideration of the Committee mill l^e please^l to grant our 
poor people here — tickets, if you have auch. and sJiMrt* to mak<^ returns on — if htwU 
be required by the Committee. We have n<»ne here, aud I don't know where w«; 
are to procure such. Most gratefully thanking; your Cofiimittetf <m Ijelialf of our 
Local Committee, myself, and all my poor parishionerif, 

** I am. dear Sir. vours verv faithfullv. 

• • « • ■ 

•• J. M'Kekica, P.P., Pettigo. Kelkek. ' 



•• ,vy*/^/,inii, Co. Mona(f/ujHf 2'JtA Jatmaty, IWk 
*' My Lord, 

" May I tobmh to the charitable f<beliiigs of your J>^rd*liip, an^l Uf the 
Committee of the Mannoii Hoojmi; lUi:]^ Fund, tlje «ai/l fetat« of ^Air vtaniog f^^if/le. 

^ I am not going to funiieh yo-j wItIj a i^tat*; ^A thiu'/^ whi^'b liave their 
existence in my imaginaii'^T). lik^ tLe y^jr p^>jA«r tlift-wiMrh**, I w//ijld rathT 
conceal their poverty than paiut it iu it^ y^rnhV: reality. 

^ The landVunU her** are givin;f wp vjrk *-x';ejrt f/ tit^ pn^r^n^'Mrr^ er ; the i^'X/r 
have no credit, and the father aud uyAu^fr 3at*c In L*j\m^^^ waot *A ^'jtk, arid th^n'r 
children in want of ljr»«dL I k.vytr 4,i \\i\r.\'\ur*r*' ij'>fu*:« — if, \fA^A. a Ufti^w^sn 
without a window M/uW 1* *^\'a^I a .*j'r-'j«r — in ^Ji^ij th«Te U st^U\Mrr if^A Hf^ i\r*i, 
I may isay there ar? lU of th«rM: ]u ^^r !/*■«**: w^ttt, lriPta/>''^ tf*** i^AU/vuifj^ : — 
Yesterday evening I wx* ^alM */u to *i*!t a jAti^jt. Wl**-fj I nr^-l^A xh^ hovel it 
was not <lark« vet the funilv. •i^-4^j bi ^*J- ir*-*^ ':u '^^i ; ».•>'! whv? \M:^:amjt^ the^ L*/i 
eaten the scant r £ire il^r *^^i^-«:ri 'i^r.^yx **-•: ''■*'*'- ^•'^'^ ^^^^ '**' f'^ ^'» wano ti**rUi- 
and their remeely wa« to li^ L'j a '^/i-J r^y:^ *Xi '"/A r^-i*. i*itJi 'y/lci. t^uiAy *vxsAt/-i.»> : 
and 1 fear my patient i* a ^M •^-rr^r *j'/«r au»'x^;f't tl^^^fii ; aryl if 1 it a* ^xxt^hu^?! 
judge and jury over the *:au*-^ '/ i.*-r 'irsrr:. :;.v v-rr-vn w/fiid J^ • wait '^f f ol,' 
Sucii. and like pre^^^otg '•a**-*. 1 •-iv;:^'*. V/ rrj^ *v/rj>i'>rati'Xi 'yf y^gir Ij^ri^tJit, 



- I Lan<: •}*» 'rr.i,*. ? •'/ •'*-V.4;fj \'-» / i> 'i*AJ*A Mr-riai;*^ 

••Tti"^.C WWn:* • .C 
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" Pltimbridge^ Xeictowiistewart, Parish oj Upper Bodtmey^ 

** Barony of Ujyper Strabane, 

" Co. Tyrone, 13//* February, 1880. 
" 6knti.fmen, 

" You may, no doubt, think it strange to have before you an appeal for reliet 
from so prosperous a county as Tyrone. Even here not long since everyone wouhl 
have thought so likewise. Thh parish, though situatcfl in tlie heart of the mountains, 
without any resident gentry, hirgc farmers, or any special industry, if not rich, had 
few poor. Now all is changed, especially in the eastern part of it. This consists of 
a mountain glen, seven or eight miles long, midway on a line l>etween Deny and 
Belfast, and fs used chi.fly for grazing Scotch sheep and young cattle. At no time 
good for potatoes or even oats, the last three or four wet seasons have been the ruin 
of it. Nearly 400 families dwell in this glen, and fidly one-half of them are now in 
extreme want. Their only firing is heather ; they have no potatoes ; their half- 
filled oats arc sold or consume<l ; they are sunk in debt, from fifty to eighty per cent, 
of all they are worth, including their tenant-right ; and the result is that they have 
lost their credit. Their landlords reuiitted them twenty per cent, in this year's 
payments, and, therefore, cannot be expected to do much more for them. Local 
contributions are not to be expected from a people on the verge of ruin. Some 
weeks ago, at a special meeting of the P. L. Guai*dians at Gortin, this state of 
affairs was not only acknowledgeil, but confirmed, by a full Board. 

** The worthy Chairman, Major W. C. Hamilton, communicated with the 
Committee of the Duchess of Marlborough's Fund, and, from the public papers, I 
believe a grant waa made to the Union. But how much is to be given to this 
locality I cannot say. 

** A Ijocal Committee has been fonned, of as mixed a character as possible, 
consisting of the Rector of the parish, the Parish Priest and Curate, the principal 
representative of the IVesbyterians (there being no minister just now), of the Vice- 
Chairman of the Poard of Guardians, of the Dispensary Guardians, the Poor-rate 
Collector, and the P. L. Guardians of the district. In all, four Protestants, four 
Roman Catholics, and one Presbyterian. 

"Since the formation of the Coumiittee, and even since I began this letter, I 
find that in other parts of the parish also there are at least seventy or eighty 
fiUjiilies equally sunk in debt, an<l without credit. In the name of the I>o<'al 
Committee, and on behalf of these poor starving people (nearly all small farmers), 
may I ask you to grant us so much money as will purchase for each family at least 
a bag of Indian meal. 

"P. AIao:.:i:, P.P., /Ion. Secretary r 



'* AUHiown, Tnam, Co, Galtcay, January, 1880. 
" Gentlemi:x, 

" The people of Milltown and its surrounding districts l)eing led to believe that 
a system of arterial drainage, which was so much talked of taking place in this 
locality, would tide them over their present distress, kept secret their sufferings, autl 
made no clamour about their destitute condition as long as there was a flickering 

hope. 

** The inhabitants having now lost all faith in the would-be Drainage and 
Railway, and having almost eaten the last seed potatoes, are in utter despair about 
the future : how they shall exist for the next six months, and where they shall get 
seed potatoes and oats for setting their crops. 

*' I am personally aware that many families are living upon yellow meal since 
the last week of November. 

" Many are in such straits that they have depended for the last three months on 
the charity of neighbours only less wretched than themselves. 
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''There isaeluss of pci*8ons amon;r?tt the Irish poasautry whodislain to mention 
their distress, even though famine is on tlie thrc8hoUl ; not until it comes to the hearth 
will they admit their sufferings. 

^' Of this class Milltown is nut destitute, and such is another of the reasons why 
an appeal was not made sooner. 

** Local resources there are none to cope witli the distress. Credit is at an end, 
as tlie only local shopkeeper who had ever given any has, within this week, issued 
notices, and has toUl the public that lie will give no more but to such as shall pay 
a portion of the outstantling debts. 

** Poor Law relief is out of the question, for a two- fold reason : Ist, — If any 
further strain be put upon the Union those who would be able to struggle through 
the year will be pauperized. 2ndly, — Most of tlioso in actual want would sooner die 
on the roadside than don a paui)er's uin'form. 

** Within the last eight days numbers of ])ersons have come to their respected 
Pastor, and detailed to him their sufferings, and earnestly implored him to apply for 
some of the funds that are being distributed. 

*• Their good Pastor, although thoroughly acquainted with their wants, still, to 
put it beyond all doubt, sent trustworthy men into the villages to collect accurate 
information of the distress prevailing in them. 

" On Sunday bust the leading men of tlie parish met at the chapel, after second 
Mass, for the purpose of relieving tiie sufferings of such as are in actual distress. 

"Those engaged (some of whom were members of the Committee) in collecting 
accurate informaticm as to the distress in each village, handed in their reports to the 
Parochial Reli(?f Comnnttee on Sunlav evening. Two hundred families are in 
distress, of whom seventy are dependent for their support upon the charity of their 
neighbours, and, consequently, in actual want, and unless inuncdiately assisted 
must necessarily die of starvation. 

" The Hon. Secretary was specially requested by the members of the Committee 
to apply to the Mansion House Fund for relief on behalf of the Milltown Parochial 
Committee. 

'* I subscribe myself, your obedient servant, 

"James IIeany, C.C, lion. Sec" 



*t 



" Aran Island, Galway Bay, 29//« January, 1880. 

To Tin-: SKCKETAKV, MANSION IIOUSR COMMITTEE 



"Sii:, 

" Behind the fragments of the last fortress besieged by Cromwell iu Ireland 
stands the village of Killanny with its hundred huts. It is the fishing centre of Aran, 
and every hut there is a fisherman's home. 

** Though its inhabitants, poor fellows, point out the stone in those battlements 
against which ('roniweirs nose was rubbed in a brief defeat, and boast of his final 
repulse from their walls, still worse than all, Crom well's curse, we fear, remains. 

" Nothing else could bring on the people such want and cold and nakedness as 
we witnesst^d. No later than to-day we walked through the village and saw children 
entirely — this is true — entirely, absolutely nake;l, gathering themselves around their 
poor old granny in the corner where the fire used to be. 

" Aran grows ntjither turf nor timber. Fuel is supplied from Connemara, many 
miles distant, over one of the wildest seas around the Irish coast ; and if Connemara 
and the whole West coast is itself in a partial fuel famine, what must inaccessible 
Aran be? 

" We will give one instance. There are a few boats being made down on the 
shore, and it is really piercing to see those naked little creatures in the raw morning 
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air, now staiidin;? on one foot and now on the other, watching the iii-«t chip that falls 
from the boatwright's axe. 

"Would that those rich and charitable parents, whose own happy children play 
perhaps about them in joy whilst those lines are being noted, could sec with their own 
eyes, in this painful condition, those shivering little ones, and the eloquence of their 
want would not plead in vain. 

" Returning to the house where we loft the old women and the naked children 
depending, Berkeley-like, on their imagination for heat at the quenched hearth, we 
find a strong man, idle and careworn, leaning against the black side-wall. After 
commenting mournfully on his own and his children's condition, he says, * there are 
thirty men like myself in Killanny ; we are too poor to get anyone to bail us for the 
fisher}' money. The i>eople who want money most in those bad times won't get any from 
the Government Ollices, but if we had one pound, each of us, to buy a Spilliard, we d 
try to put a fagot of clothes on the children, a spark on the hearth, and a bit in our 
mouths, with the help of God.' 

*' Thinking as we came away on the best moile of seeking succour for this 
deserving man, we said we will venture to write lirst to the three great Relief Funds, 
and we are sure they will not grudge to spend £10 each on a charity of this kind. 
These £30 would place the thirty wasting Killanny men in reproductive works. 

** 1 will give them a chance of gathering, as they say, the riches that arc waiting 
fcr them at the bottom of the deep. 

" Signed on behalf of the Aran Relief Committee, 

" John A. Concanmon, P.P. 
" D. W. Fahet, C.C* 



** Glenamaddy^ Co, Gulway, 28/A Jamiary^ 1880. 
^'Gkntlkmkn, 

" I beg to infunn you that distress to an alarming extent prevails in this 
district. 

** The land for the most part is marshy bog — is wretchedly poor. The potatoes, 
the staple food of the people, could not be planted in early spring, and, in 
consequence, were slow in coming — never, in fact, came to maturity. Similarly the 
oats sown late did not rijien. A good j)art of this crop might be seen in the fields 
uncut in December, and some was never submitted to the sickle, as it was not worth 
the labour of cutting. 

" In addition to the biiriTn naturc of the soil, the rents are veiy high, the land 
for the mast part being purchased in the incumbered Estates Court. 

*' Labouring under these disadvantages, it is no wonder the i)eople are steeiMjtl 
in debt, many of them owing, without any fault of theii's, even two, and some of them 
three years' rent, and no praspect of being able to pay. 

" A Committee has been formed heixi for their relief, but I will not attempt to 
describe the harrowing scenes I have had to witness smce its foundation. 

" Being commissioned to apply for the query sheet required to l>e filled before 
your Committee makes a grant from the funds at its disposal, I hereby request you 
will send it with as little delay as possible ; and if you will dispense with that formula 
on this occasion, and be generous in granting aid to relieve as poor and afllicted a 
j)eople as is to be found in any part of this ill fated land, you will perform a real act 
of charity, and confer on them a favour deserving their everlasting gratitude. 

" I am, gentlemen, your faitl^ft^l servant, 

" Thomas Walsh, P.P." 
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Ballayhameehan^ Garrison^ Cq. Leitrim, 22nd Januartj^ 18S0. 
" Mt Lord, 

" This parish is partly in the Union of Ballyshannon and partly in the Union of 
Manorhamilton, and comprises the following divisions : — Ballaghameehan, Glenariff, 
and Rossinver. In these divisions, notwithstanding lo<*al exertions, there is a vast 
amount of destitution, bordering on starvation, consequent on the total failure of the 
potato crop, which is the only means of support the poor people have here. 

" I do cjuididly believe there are not less than 100 families in the parish in deep 
distress. Some have a little as yet left; some have nothing. 

'* On visiting the sick a few days since^ I entered the cabin of a poor old man, 
who, 1 believe, is lK)rdering on eighty years old. I was grieved to see him in the 
miserable plight he was in — hanging over a few sods of turf, without shoe or stocking 
to ward off the cold from a damp floor. His hollow cheeks, penetrating looks, and 
emaciated visage evidently tell a sad tale. I reached another house on the same day; 
the inmates of this comprised four individuals — the father, an old man, unable to 
leave his bed unless carried ; the son, the only support of the old father, and two sickly 
sisters, one of whom is now far advanced in dropsy, and, 1 believe, is dying. Having 
asked the son why it was that one of the girls did not look for employment, even if 
she were only to get her support, and his answer was, ' No one wants her.' 

" I am sorry to say there are many such cases of distress as those given in this 
parish. 

" I am, my Lord, your Lordship's obedient servant, 

" John McManus, P.r." 



^^ Bonniconlan, Ballina^ Co, Mayo^ January 19M, 1880. 
"My Lord, 

" It is with feelings of pain and regi'et I beg to call your attention, and the 
attention of the members of the Mansion House Committee, to the deplorable con- 
dition of alK)ut 200 fann'lies in the parish. They are in great distress — the most of 
them in absolute want. They have nothing now to live on, I might say, but Indian meal, 
and not enough of that same ; some of them without a drop of milk, without fuel, and 
all without credit, having their clothes pawned and their children half naked. We 
were hoping day after day that the Ciovernment would come to our aid, but, 
unfortunately, it was hoping against hope. I trust, therefore^ that you and the 
members of the Committee will kindly consider the sad state to which those poor 
creatures are reduced, and send me, for their relief, as much as you can, and as soon 
as you can. 

" I have the honour to be, Sir, yom's faithfully, 

" Peter IIarte, P.P., Kilgarvin." 



** Ballaghaderrin^ Co, Mayo, January 20th, 1880. 
" Gentlemen, 

" A Committee, of which our venerated Bishop, the Most Rev. Dr. MacCormack, 
ia Chainnan, has been organized for the relief of the distress which not only threatens, 
but actually prevails this moment, to a large extent, in this parish. The Committee 
had been actually working for more than a week, and every day it is besieged by 
crowds of strong men, and calling for something to keep away starvation. The 
severest inquiiy is made into the destitution of each applicant, and no one has his 
application admitted whose destitution is not most industriously ascertained. 

^' After the closest investigation, there are at this moment 200 families, or about 
1,000 people, receiving some relief from the very limited funds at the disposal of the 
Committee, and in the near future we have proof there will be 200 families, or another 
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^tA m^^ti'fA^ft 'IK^T* -if* * •.•ir. ^ » i*Ai.ll»^ : *-1 -x-^c ittr»»* -jr four are ^mall 
UfAfp/AA^^s fK>i/ :v.vt.Aa* 7'*r' r./ f*-,m •.-•r-^ *. *-,ri: 4a-r*!*. Ill** zrwiter pttrt vf 
^iv^ ^^fft*tt^^, J, 7* /«l//ri7 fh^ *i#ti«r '.^ 4 ^»y*i: 4."^: ■»-« niMiarAni . a»i ia «njaa«qiienee 
//f tif^ w^f nfA >fi*ff*^ ft^nf of«r *4 ft^. *^m\1 f-zT :.-.•»■ I;i.*v ram* T.^r*. I maj saj tbe crop* 
^ffiffM\f ItttU'H kfA *ft*\j Vff ifi^, *ivfj^MjM^r^ In ^, 4 .Klr-fiar. waii> jare tke pari^hiooers 
f-f^'Atl Uh /^t*fff;»ftfMftff:i^t^, yr»r;^tf^ psift ot th^'-i w.jaH har« to leaTe the country. 
tu flf^ jr^nf tKi.% t^t^rf,. W4'ft' ;*^AAjt I."" fAmilk^ in th^ paniii. and in 1S47 the 
ff^ffft0t^9t^m WM* r*^Aty*"t Uf >*<». ht U.*f M;ij. th*- Airh^rtilKif^, Dr. MeHale, drove 
lUf^ftt^h M |/Mfl //f tf*/* |iMfi«*i Iffrtft (lH*tU'i0e^r, uTi'l afttfrr rKornin);. he said tLat he 
9^7 hf |rM««^'/| lUftff$U^t ft uttfTt' wn-U'Uf'tl lit y^>r*rr fituntrj, an«I eoDseqaentlj sent roe 
^X'' ffff Mm' f'JM'f //f fh^? i\Utrt'**4'i\. irrii^** thfr ^Wnemment and the charitable 
I^mMM' /^/f^M' /|mI/4I/ f/r Omt mkI of th'* fKj'fT |irr#/pU'. I fear manr of them will feel the 
\munn tff hiiuiit^rt hw\ iUhI Ih^oh' \oir/, Tnj<*tiri^ that yrnir charitable Committee 
w)H hi •*! k\w\ ii« Ut n4'w\ MM' r#'lj#'f for my \ft9tfT \9hf»\Ae, 

*• I n'ffiuin, */*'Ui\t'\i\i'U, your oUrdient servant, 

•• Edh'akd Griffin, P.P." 

KiltHoree, Maijo^ Hth March, 1880 

" I fi*ii|, iiidi'i'd, ^I'lil* fill lo IIk' Miin.tioii House Co]ninitt<*e for iU noble offorts 
In MMf fifViMir. Mhiiv of my piiri^liioniTM would liavt; iktimIkmI in the past without 
VMMi' MMJPilMm'M, MM<I, Mill! more, will Mu<'<'inuh iu the future unless you persevere in 
HiM|<niMl WMi'k. M)' iiiiriHli iM cxcfplionally <'ir(MnnMtanre<l It is some twelve miles 
by llii'iMt hi ai'iMi, liii\ln^ a population (»f Home 7,000 lo 8,000 souls. The land is 
UHMiMiiiroiiff hi Hm* I'HiroiiHS pi»or ami badly rultivatcMl, hundreds and hundreds of 
Hi«li>ii lira imium'imI wIiIi rnrkix or lioatli, wliih* hundreds more are mere bog. I have 
III! lieNilaHMii I hen In piaylii^, did lli(« oeeupiers ))ay no rent, the produce of their 
IIHia iMlOdieii Would iml III the bent of tiiuoN afford support for their families. If they 
haut liMliiM'loeked out a liiUerable exiMtenee, it is due to the money which flowed to 
tail' filiorim fhuii wagi^ oariiod ht Kn^land aud America. Ima^^ine, then, the state 
III wbh^b my ptaii* |HHiplo ah« ivdiieiHl, when 1 tell you that, besides losing almost the 
mmUi*¥ Ohi)ii fiuoli |irlvu(0 utd twnw Ktt^hviid and America luis entirely failed us. 
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" I have not dwelt on the failure in the cattle trade ; for, in truth, we had little 
to lose in that. The landlords, too. are absentees, and, like most absentees, forget 
the obligations of property in remembering its rights. There is no land in Mayo 
requires improvement more than ours. Yet, not one shilling has been expended 
during the winter, or is likely to be expended in the future, on public works in my 
entire parish. The union is sunk in debt, and hence the guardians refuse to assist 
the people outside the workhouse. As a result, the people, in their grim struggle 
with the Famine King, are deserted by those who, I suppose, should be their natural 
guardians — the landlord and the State. Do not wonder, then, if I assure you that, 
of a population of 1,400 or 1,500 families, some 1,100 or 1,2«M) families are reduced 
to the most heart-rending state, in hundreds and hundreds of cases, without food or 
fuel, and with the scantiest clothing. Did you enter with me one of these miserable 
houses, see its damp floor and fireless hearth; did you behold the poor little 
children huddled together, silent in their sufferings, and hear the parents* piteous 
tale, you would not wonder, gentlemen, that I rushed away from their midst to plead 
again at your door in the holy cause of charity. 

" Let me add, gentlemen, that while, in the past year, you have alleviated 
much misery and saved many individuals from death, the future calls you to higher 
and holier work, for it calls you, 1 believe, under God, to save the West of Ireland. 
Enable the people to put down a goo.l crop ; give them fixrJ now so that they may 
give their undivided attention to their little farms ; au:l 1 feel that when men come 
hereafter to speak of the drearl season of 79 and '80 they will speak of the Mansion 
House Committee as the saviour of Ireland. 

'• I remain, gentlemen, respectfully yours, 

"John Canon M^Dermot, V.F." 



Attf/mass, Ballina, Co. Mayo^ 26th January^ 1880 
" My Lord, 

*' Among the many applications for relief that reach you, I venture to say there 
is hardly any district where relief is more needed than in this parish. I could say to 
you, even passing by train from Foxford to Balliua, look yonder east, and behold my 
parish, situated at the very base and begiuuingof the Ox Mountain. I would require 
no other word to convince you that distress, deep and sad, exists there. P3ven in better 
times there was pinching want in the greater part of this parish at the end of Summer ; 
and how could it be otherwise ? The land is extremely bad and awfully dear, the 
holdings very small, generally under five or six acres, veiy rarely beyond eight or 
nine. The parish is densely populated, a circumference with a radius of two miles 
enclose it, save one village of sixteen families, situated in the very centre of bogs and 
mountains. If you'll consider the land covered by four laked, with bogs and sniaU 
barren mountain hills within this circumference, then there remains little land to 
sustain 420 families, with fourteen or fifteen who live on con-acre. You'll then admit 
that the parishioners (Protestant and Catholic) here are in want and destitution, in 
testimony of which I might relate many and many a painful incident. 1 am a prisoner 
in my own house, for though 1 tell them again and again 1 have nothing to afford 
them, they still renmin about my house hoping yet to have something with them to 
their empty houses and hungry fanulies. 1 am pained to meet them, as I can't relieve 
their wants. It's the same way in every village where 1 have to visit. 1 must wait 
and listen to heartr rending stories, and witness sad scenes. 1 therefore implore 
yourself and charitable Conunittee will vote me a remittance to meet the lu'geut 
destitution of my poor parishioners, 420 families, which means about 2,000, in distress 
for food and clothing. 

I remain, with respect, your obedient servant, 

" John O'Gradt, P.P., Attymass, Ballina, Co. Mayo." 
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" LaJierdane, Co, ^.Vy-*, January 27th, 1880. 
"Gextlfmek, 

" Wheu, on the 19th inst., we sent you a copy of our resolutions, though even 
tlien much misery and sufferings had come under the notice of our Committee, we had 
no idea of the reality and the extent of tlie distress. We had since to learn, and, let 
me add, on the very best authority, the evidence of our own eyes, that many whom we 
thought to be in comfortable circumstances actually hold pawn-tickets for the bed 
clothes, so necessary in those frosty nights to shield themselves and their little ones 
from the bitter cold. We have the bitter scenes of *47 re enacted, and the year of 
grace, 1880, calling back as a spectre from the tomb, where we had hoped it was 
buried for ever, the ghostly memories of the famine years. Will you believe it, 
gentlemen, we have seen the poor labourer \»Testling with the frost to recover the 
potato that might have been left behind at the first digging last harvest ? Gentlemen, 
from the fulness of our hearts we thank you fur the £25 you allotted to us, and we 
pray God to bless you for your charity. With a population of 800 families in this 
(Addergoole) parish, most of them little removeil from the condition of cottiers, with- 
out funds, as we are, and shut out by the negligence of Lord Lucan (who till this 
date had formed no Committee), from a share of the Marlborough Fund, how far can 
£2b relieve the distress of 4000 souls, three-fourths of whom, I declare, on the word 
of a priest of 49 years* standing, to be in the direst want ? 

" I am, gentlemen, your respectfully, 

" Robert MacHale, P.P." 

*' Ballinlotighf Castlerea^ Co. Eoscomnwn, Idth January^ 1880. 
" My Lord, 

^ I have been requested, as secretary of a meeting held this day in the Court- 
house, Ballinlough, convened to take into consideration the present destitution in this 
parish (Kiltullagh), to apply to your Lordship for assistance from the Mansion House 
Relief Fund. On a mere preliminary list made out by the Rev. P. M'Loughlin, P.P., 
and A. W. Sampey, Esq., J.P., we inserted 179 families— representing about 1,000 
individuals — to a few of wliom we have been able to give temporary relief from a small 
sum (^17) allocated by the Castlerea Union Committee in connection with tlie 
Duchess of Marlborougli^s Fund. The population of the parish amounts to nearly 
8,000, and we are within the mark in stating, that within the next few weeks fully 
1,500 of these will be absolutely dependent upon the relief which the public may give 
them. Numbers of the unfortunate people in the parish have been compelled to 
pawn their clothes and l>e<lding, so that, in addition to the starvation that stares them 
in the fisice, they are suffering keenly from want of clothing. We hope your Lord- 
8hip*s Committee will take our case into their immediate consideration. 

^^I beg to remain your Lordship^s obedient servant, 

'*• James Trea>'OR, Rector of Kiltullagh." 



** Tlie Kihjla^s Relief Committee Itooms^ Etmiscroue^ Co. Sligo, Idth January^ 1880. 
" My Lord Mayor, 

^^ As secretaries of the Kilglass Relief Committee, we have been requested to 
make application through you to tlic Mansion House Committee, to aid us in our 
present endeavour to meet the awful distress now in our midst. We confess we have 
been too slow, if not too late, in this, our appeal, for already numbers have been 
starving, after having eaten not only the'r seed potatoes, but devoured the diseased and 
half-rotten roots, which are quite unfit for human use, aul which, in the present 
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instance, we fcnr have bronglit on pestilence nnrl disease, ns the natural result of such 
unnatuml food. In one townlaud aloue there are at present ten families suffering 
from fever, which, in the opinion of the medical officer of the district, is induceil by 
cold, want of clothing, and scarcity of proper nourishment. We, in common with 
every well-wisher of Ireland, would prefer anything to gratuitous relief, and there- 
fore we have earnestly appealed to the landlords of this paris^h to assist their tenants 
by means of remunerative employment in improving their own estates. "We have had 
some favourable promises to the above effect from all ; yet, with one or two honour- 
able exceptions, these promises have never been realized ; they have picked up what 
rents they could, and then, oblivious of their own promises, have lent a deaf ear to 
the pitiful entreaties of their starving tenantry. 

" Many of these poor tenants who, relying on the faith of these specious promises, 
have paid their rents, are now the most needy applicants for the charity of strangers. 
We have at present some 330 families, numbering close upon 1,700 individual relief 
lists, and, judging from their emaciated and evidently hunger-stricken appearance, 
and the reports of trustworthy persons who have made house-to-house visits of their 
respective localities, all have Ijeen suffering the most incoDceivable and dire distre^. 
Therefore, may we most earnestly beg you will use your powerful influence in our 
favour, and assist us in our lal)orious, we might almost say, hopeless task of combat- 
ting and surmounting the ditficulties of our very trying position. 

" We have the honour, my Lord Mayor, to remain 

" Yours very respectfully, 
"J. Irvin, P.P., Kilglass, I « # • »» 
" R. J. Ford, Incumbent, f ^<^<^^<^rtes. 



** Collooney Relief Committee^ Co Sligo, \dth January^ 1880 
'* Mr LoiiDs AXD Gentlemen, 

"I am directed by the Collooney, Ballysodare and Btdlinacanon District 
Committee to apply to you for a grant to their funds. The area of the operations of 
this Committee is the large parish of Ballysodare, the parish of Kilvanist, and three 
of the largest and poorest towulands in the parish (»f Kihnargan — in all, about 
3r',n00 acres. The pumber of our distressed is so large that at the last and only 
distribution of provisions we were able to make, 275 families — representing now ],300 
persons — were relieved, each family receiving orders for provisions to the value on an 
average of about 4^., which exhausted our funds. The rush met at the distribution 
was so large that it took several ])olicemcn and others to keep the passages clear. 
The distress is intense, and the numbers needing help at present near 2,000 souls. 

*' I trust you will be able to make us a large grant, and enable us to feed the 
starving who are crying for help. 

" Your obedient servant, 

" George Helen, Hon. SecJ" 



" Ki/ahaiini/^ Enm'ffrmon, Co Clare, 22iid January, 1880. 

*' to the mansion hulse relief com3iittee. 
" Gentlemen, 

" Permit me to most earnestly call your attention to the sad condition of many 
poor homes in this parish. A state of destitution exists so fearful that in many 
instances cold would be the heart that would not be wrung with sharp pain at behold* 
ing it. Up to the present hour I can sjiy we have got nothing to stop the ever-rising 
and spreading tide of niisiry; f )r, tho i^Ii t'.iis p.irish bslong? to the Ennistymon Union, 
which Union has already received £12>frjmtlic Ducliessof MarllwrouglTs Fund, 
and though we sent to the managers of this money the names of seventy -six familieSi 
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some utterly in want, the rest on tlie verge of uUs:)lute need, we Lave received to aid 
these huDgt'rin^ mouths the large siun of i'2 17.<. Gc/. 

*^ Besides these families, whoso names are sent to the Managing Committee of 
the Marlborough Fund, we might adtl, short though the time since be, twenty more 
families whose condition a short fortnight ago we did 'not consider completely 
hopeless. 

•* You will therefon*. gontlomon, readily see what a sa:l picture we have befon* 
us — more than ninety families all in netnl of a kind antl helping hanl, s:>me with 
hunger pangs at their hearts ; nay, more, poor fathers and mothers, in a l.lition to 
these hunger-pangs, must Ixdiold, what to them is even more heart-r^Mi ling, the 
child of tender years, nay, the little infant cr}*ing for food, even the poorest, and the 
little hungering mouth crying in vain. 

*• This awfully appalling state of things, which was brought home to me on 
yesterday more plainly antl painfully than before, as i went througli the parisli, 
makes me personally appeal to you without any delay ; and I have confidence that, 
though 1 had not time to form a Committee Sheet, as you suggest, you will, if 
possible, send us something to relieve our poor parish homes and starving labourers 
iuHne<liately. Let the immeiliate and widespread nt^cessities of these poor people be 
my apology for >vriting to you, and I promise when I hear from you, gentlemen, that 
1 will form a Committee such as you suggest. 

'* With sorn>w and a bleeding heart, genth'men, I have to confess to you that 
the blackness of death seems hanging over us ; the awfully gaunt figure seems 
waiting at many a door. The strong nu^n wha^c hand was brave and willing to work 
is growing weak at present. 

**The ujother, with a look of hunger in her face and eye, and a sort of 
unspeakable despair, more painful to sec than the loudest cry, as she gazes on the 
little pinched and withering faces which hunger has made, wears a look of ])remature 
decay and age. Mixy Heaven bless the kind hearts that shall feel for us in our dark 
hour and the hands stretched out to save. 

** I have the honor, gentlemen, to renuiin your obedient servant, 

" M, KiLLEL'N." 

** Corojin^ Count ij Clare, January 23r(Z, 188<). 
" (Ientlemkn, 

" With the exception of a j)aragraph in the Freeman of last Tuesday, culling 
attention to the swoni evidence of the medical officer (stating that * lately two deaths 
had been hastened bv want of food and warmth*) not a word has been heard about 
the distress which largely prevails in this district. I feel obliged, therefore, to ask 
you at the earliest opportunity to kindly jdace before the Mansion House Relief 
Committee the following statement in regard to this parish. It has a population of 
about 3,300, and I am under the mark when I state that 120 of these stand in want 
of immediate relief; in other words, they are in as bad a condition as were the two 
whose deaths were hastened by want of food and warmth. One family of eleven is 
obliged to subsist on one shilling i>or day, earned by the father, and such chance 
relief as may come from other sources. I met another lately, the mother of a large 
family, who told me her husband had no ^vork for some time. She had tmvelleil 
four miles (it was after two o'clock when I met her) in search of a breakfast. The 
children cannot come to school with empty stomachs. The heads of families have 
had no work initil very lately, and even now the hire given is miserably small, 
not more than a Is. per day. It is proi)03ed to form a Local Committee here next 
week. Meantime, may 1 request that your Committee will, considering the 
necessity, at once send such a sum as may relieve pressing want. For the present 
1 shall be happy to take charge of such sura, and to render an account of same to 
your Committee. 

*' I am, gentlemen, yoiur obedient servant, 

" John McInernky, C.C." 
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Bvttcvant^ Counfy Cork, 20th January ^ 1880. 
"DcarSir, 

" In consequence of the groat distress wliicli I am daily compelled to witness 
among the poor and unemployed of my parish, I feel il a duty 1 owe to them to 
appeal to you for some trifling assistance. In conformity with the suggestions from 
your Committee, published in the Freeman a Journal of Tuesday, a Local Committee 
has been formed ; the first meeting was held to-day, and, as secretary, I was directed 
to at once write for the " (^ner}- Sheet," which your Committee requires to be filled 
up by applicants for relief, will you kindly forward it immediately, as the distress is 
pressing and unprecedented. 

" I have just been informed that a man and his wife, both about 80 years of age, 
who were in the habit of receiving money from their children in America, but who 
have not received any for the past few mouths, are in such terrible circumstances 
that they remain in bed most of the day to avoid producing an appetite, as my 
informant says, and that such is their horror of going to the Union that they would 
prefer going to die where they are breadless, penniless, and almost homeless. 
Similar cases I know to exist, and these certainly demand immediate relief. 
Anxiously awaiting your reply, 

" I remain, dear sir, yours respectfully, 

" MiniAKL P. Nouijis, C.C;' 



*' CaJitleUwn Berehaven^ Co. Cork, 2\i<t Junuary^ 1880. 

" GiiNTLEMK.N, 

" I most respectfully beg to ai>ply to your Conmiittee for some substantial 
relief for the poor, distressed and destitute people of my parish. No doubt several 
such applications are being daily made to you, but 1 doubt much whether there are 
any poor people appealing for relief whose case is deserving of moii» consideration 
than that of my poor parishioners : they numl)er (),000, and are chiefly composed of 
small farmers, holding little farms capable of supporting from two to four or 1^\Q cows. 
These poor people have the same sad and sorrow-ful story to tell which you have 
already heard from others : they have no employment, no money, no credit, and 
very many of them have long since consumed the last remnant of the scanty crop of 
bad potatoes which they grew last year. 1 know of several farmers who, at this 
moment, are starving with hunger. 1 know of others who were subsisting for a 
time at least, until they were relieved by charitable friends, on the few chance 
potatoes they could get out of the tillage which they dug out last year, several 
farmers having large families, and having nothing whatever to eat, whilst professing 
their shame at being obliged to do so, applied to me for relief, and were extremely 
obliged when I was able to give them the price of a few stone of meal out of the 
charity which my noble bishop, Dr. McCarthy, placed nt my disposal. I know of 
others who spend the greater part of the day digging up the beach in search of shell- 
fish, in order to help to support their families, and feel thankful if they can only 
procure what may suffice for a meal. To add to our misfortune, we have a great 
number of poor people here sick of measles, and some also sick of fever. 1 have 
every reason to know that several uf these poor sick creatures are suffering 
the greatest privations. May I beg and implore of your charitable Committee 
to send us some substantial relief, and pledge myself that both the local Committee 
and myself will do all that depends cm us to find out the most deserving objects and 
will dispense to them accordingly. 

" I remain, gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

" Thomas Canon Cai:mody, P.P., V.F. 



»» 
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^ Yougkal, Co. Cork, ±2md Jammary. 1880. 
" Mr \jfKU Matob, 

** I iMf^ U) \mn% under yo ir I>inlii!iip*8 cotuidenitioo the duticv preTaObi«? ia 
tliM t//H'fi iifid |mrii«h eikI the pariffh i»f Clonfro^t, fmrning the anioo of parishes 
iiri'h'r ffiy jiirlfflHrtHin. 1 he potato crop i»f hiAt year wat* very tfhort in «|iiantity and 
Mi'rXiwa in quality. The itock Mtvcil im iieariy exhaivted in manj ra^rsw aiid, in 
thituii* iiiMtarj<'et<. mH even a ninji^kf meal of jiotatoe« remain. The poor faimen and 
hititf/nrerN of thin diMtri^'t are ohli;;ifil to iMe Indian meal as their food, and they have 
n«?itlier money to bu) it nor credit to get it from the dealers who seli that artiHe of 

** In a<Mition to the immediate want of food» the farmers here reqaire to be 
siippli<'4 with mhh\, Uith potato and com, in onler to be in a position to pUnt their 
^nmrid. if tliiit want w not supplied, the land most go untitled, and the consequence 
will \h: another famine next vcar, i\A i well remember the same thin^ occurred 
in IH47. 

Yotir I»rd.4hip*s most faithfully. 

*• T. (Canox» Musrur. P.P - 



" Dnmolenjiie, Co. Cork, 26M January . 18X0. 
** Dk.au Sfi', 

** The Secretary of the Committee formed in the Dispensary District of Drimo- 
lea^ne, Hkibber($en Union, has Ixten direi'ted to make application to the Mansion 
IIoiim; (.'ommitt(?e for innnaliato aid for the relief of the dt^citute poor of this district. 
1 have no floiibt hut that application has been received in good time. Permit me, in 
»H\t\Htri of that application, to make a few remarks upon the state of those parishes, 
and the urgen<'y of the appeal. 

** 'i'he parishes of Drinagh, Drimolcague, and the greater part of Carahagh, 
conrttitute the dispensary districrt of Urimoleaguc, Skibljereen Union. It extends 
U^youd the mountains of Owreii, in the north, to within a few miles of Bantry,and 
thiii (*mhrac(fs near all the country to the north of Skibbereen. a tract of twenty 
Mi|iiare mih'S, and containing a population of near 1>,0(M) souls. 

** In all thiM diMtrict there \a not a single ix*sident landlord, and at the present 
time not one landlord giving a day's work to a Ia1x)urer (except Dr. Levis, of Glen- 
vi<!W, Skibl>ereen, who has taken a loan for drainage). I may say that there was a 
total failure of the potato crop bust year, and, indeed, the year previous was very little 
lM»tter. The corn <Tops are very inferior also, and what was the main dependence of 
the farmern of the distrii't — namely, tlie produce of the cow8,l)ecauie so low in price that 
it completed the niin of the poor farmer, lli'nce the district is in a most deplorable 
Mtate, and how we are to tide over these five or six months to come, the Lord alone 
knows. 

"'To tell my experiences amongst the poor would be, indeed, repeating over again 
what we see every day in the public j>apers. In short, the poor want work to earn 
food for their families, and, failing the work, there is dire distress upon many families, 
and sure to increase unless we can procure work for the unemployed. I am free to 
confess that but for t!.e limited employment given to the Bantry Railway Extension, 
the scenes of *47 or *4S would, ere long, be enacted again in this country. 

" At the meeting of the Committee on Wednesday last, there were taken down 
for relief 11)0 families, representing 1,000 souls, in want of immediate relief, and 
Min(*c then application has been made to me by as many poor small faimers who have 
not the means of procuring the seeds for their land for the season to come ; and, 
conse<iuently, will be as badly off next year, if any struggle out so long. 1 have been 
at the houses of this class, and I must say that it would move the heart of a Turk to 
sec the stnte of them ; no clothes for their beds, for the children ; none for them- 
selves — none, all gone to make something to meet the decrees and keep the bailiff 



L£TT£RS FROM DISTRESSED DISTRICTS. 239 

from the door, and, to increase the misery, bad, very bad fires, as the turf is but half 
dry. I could give many cases of very severe want, where entire families arc living 
on very insufficient food. Suffice it to say that we cannot be very much worse off 
unless the terrible famine-sickness comes, which, I dread, cannot be very far off in 
our present circumstances. He so kind as to lay these remarks before the Ct»mnHttei», 
in hope that they may be induced to act promptly and generously in our favour. 

" I am, dear sir, yours very faithfully, 

*-J. MURUAV, P.P." 

** Chndrohid, Co. Cork, 28/A January, 1880. 
•*Sii:, 

** This is a wild and mountainous parish of 27,000 acres. There are no resident 
landlords. Father Ring, R.C.C., has just been sitting with me. No one knows the 
distress of the people better than he does. Any relief you send us will l)e admiuis- 
tered by Father King (Father Walsh is upwanls of ninety years old^, myself and 
Mr. Pearson. 

*• Father Ring told me to-day that he has visited poor, obliged to remain in bed 
from hunger. 

"Faithfully yours, 

" J. ToRUKNS Kyle, B.D., Rector of Clondroliid/* 



" Castlemaine, Co. Kern;, 24//* Jamtarif, 1880. 
**My Lord, 

** May 1 beg your Lordship's favourable consideration for my poor people when 
you have any funds at your disposal for the relief of the distressed. 

"In one parish, Keelgarrylander, whose valuation is only iC2,000, and the 
rental mostly double, with a population of over 2,500, entirely agricultural, the dis- 
tress is very great. 

*' Their dwellings are mostly wretched, they have scarcely any fuel but the 
heather they bring from the mountain, on whose barren slopes the most of them 
strive to find a livelihood by reclaiming: and tilling the craggy, unproductive hillside. 

" 'I'here is no employment given except by one landlord, Mr I-rfingford Rae, but 
what can one do among so many poor ? 

"From my own personal knowledge I can certify toyourI-«ordship that the bed- 
clothes of numbers of them, and whatever other clothes the pawnbroker would take 
in pledge, are in pawn for their support. 

" The children are kept from school through want of even the scanty and 
ragged covering that would at other times puss muster in this backwanl place. 

" I am sure your Lordship has appeals more than the funds at your disposal can 
adequately meet, but 1 appeal again to your Lordship's charitable heart for some 
help for my poverty-stricken, wretched people. 

" I am, your liordship's obedient servant. 

** CoriNKiJts SiiKKiiAX, P.P., Kiltalla and Keelgarrj^lander." 



" Ahbet/feale Relief Com nnt tee. 

" AhhejifenJe, Co. Limerick, IZth Fehruarif, 1880. 
"Grntlrmfk, 

" The baronial works cannot commence for a good while yet, and in the mean- 
time I apprehend very great desti tut i<m in my parish. If the Mansion House dops 
not come to our relief with a liberal hand, the landlords of fhe district, as far as I 
know, are not inclined to borrow the money offered to them on such easy termsi 
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though tenants arc prepared to guarantee the payment of the interest on it. And 
we have applied to the Duchess of Mar11>on>u<rh*8 Committee, and have been told that 
they will give us nothing now, nor lnTt»after. ThiiJ parish adjoins Kerry and within 
a short distanri^ of tho Atlanti<\ and rxix»sod to its severe and witherin«: influence, 
nearly a?* much as Ki*rrv itsi-lf, and n^quiring as much extertuil aid in the pre.«ent 
tfrrible rrisi.'*. Tho X'2 • your C<»in!nitti*t» has ?*«'nt us is not at all adequate to meet 
our i^inlers in nival for the nunibtTs \\v liavt* given theiu to. But our Committee 
wcrv convinced than when tin* Mansion IIimiso was made aware of our real sad state 
that thcv would indoninifv \\r< bv sending twice or four times the amount already 
sent. With sincere thanks for your grant of 1*20, and hoping a favourable reply tu 
this, 

'• I am, yours gratefully, 

" M. CoGiiLAX, P.P., Chairman^ 
*»W. Wright, Secretarn:" 



Clogheev, Co. I'tpperari/, 13//* Januartf^ 1880. 
'• My Loui> MA^olf, 

'' May I submit to your Lordship an<l the Cttmmittee of the Mansion House Relict 
Fund, who have so nobly undertaken the great work of charity, that a considerable 
number of poverty-stricken people, living on the mountain-side called Kilcaroon, about 
3^ miles from C'logheen, are this day in absolute want, a want indeeil becomiog 
lumrly aggravated. I have just visited these poor people in their lumse^, some (»t* 
their hovels without a wirdow, and doors a little over D feet high. I do not in the 
least desire to trump up a case in their behalf, but simply state facts. They have 
no tiring, no potatoi'S, ni some instances the ridges have been left mitouched, as the 
crop was not wo;tli the trouble of rooting for it. Men, women and children met me 
on the way, ([uite in rags, asking if 1 brought them anything; some few creatures 
ba\e struggled along, living on the produce of a few hens, which they managed to 
keep in the limittMl tenement with themselves, and invariably the donkey, 'i'he whole 
village seems to f.utTer, with jierhaps two exceptions, and though ready and willing 
to work tor a days hire, yet no employment can they find. Your LoixUhip and the 
Connnitiee may be disposed to take their deplorable condition into kindly consideration 
when the distril)ution of the fund takes place. Jn Clogheen town the distress has 
been much alleviated by the kindness of good-hearted \ iscount Lismore, who has on 
several occasions driven to the door of the Presbytery and, with his own generous 
hands, given me parcels of warm clothing, consisting of blankets, flannels, jerseys, &c. 
and in addition has ordered nutritious soup from the kitchen of Shanbally Castle to 
be daily meted out to the poor in that locality. 

** I remain your Lordship's obedient ser\'ant, 

** Thomas M*Gratii, P.P." 



Telegram received from Major Percy, Resident ^lagistrate, Nenagh : — 

'' 2^rd Fchruarji, 1880. 

** Went this day with the local clergyman to visit the homes of the unemployed 
poor of Nenagli, and he declared he was quite unprepared, even with all his experience 
of distress in India, to realize the extent of the poverty and misery that met his gaze, 
Such was the impression made on him that he at once ordered a large quantity of 
bread, at his own expense, from one of the large baking establishments of that town, 
and is at this moment sending his views of the extent of the distress to the authorities.!' 
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' • " Dvngarvan, Co. Waterford^ \^th February ;l^m. 

•'Gl'NTLEMEN, 

"When acknowledging your generous grant of J2100, made to our Poor Relief 
Committee on the 2nd inst., we thought well to remind you that your charity would 
enable us to save our poor from starvation for not more than six days. You passed 
us a cheque on Saturday, 7th inst., for an additional sum of £50. Had we received 
no aid from other quarters, it would have been imperative upon us to call upon you a 
week ago for a renewal of your grant. Fortunately, our friends have replied to our 
appeals very liberally, and, accordingly, we have abstained from trespassing on your 
fund till now, I am confident you will not be less considerate towards us because of our 
unwillingness to trouble you, so long as we had any means whatever for saving bur 
destitute thousands from starvation. I send you the return of our disbursements. 
Oiur Committee relieve daily by themselves about 9,b0 families ; by St. Vincent de 
Paul's Society, 25 families ; by clergymen visiting houses, 90 families — 365 families 
in all. Our disbursements (never exceeding 6.*. per week in value to a family of fi\Q 
or less in number, and 10«. per week to a family of eight persons) have been, from 
2nd Feb. (date of your grant) to 19th Feb. (this day), i'313 13*. 9d— that is, about 
£17 10«. per day. 

** I ask you, therefore, to come to our assistance again to-morrow, for God's sake. 
These wretched people are entirely dependent on us. Perhaps the Board of Guardians 
will do something for some of them, but for the present we must keep them alive. 

" I remain, gentlemen, very faithfully and thankfully yours, 

" James P. Cleaby, D.D., P.P., Chairman** 



" Kildare, February 11, 1880- 
" Gkntlemen, 

• *' May I beg, through you, to bring before your Committee the destitute condition 
of a large portion of the poor people of this town, and to express a hope that your 
Committee will be good enough to grant us such assistance as it may deem fit to help 
us to tide over the present period of distress. 

" Kildare is differently circumstanced from any of the other towns in the county, 
with very few resident gentry, a population of nearly 1,300 persons, of which nearly 
100 are labourers, who work for the adjoining farmers, and about twenty-four who 
have passes to the camp, such as small pedlers, &c., who have been attracted hither 
by its proximity. Thanks to the kindness of His Grace the Duke of Lein titer, a large 
portion of the labourers found employment during the past winter, and even now some 
are employed at Rathangan, Athy, and Maddenstown, but a great many, particularly 
those advanced in years, only got employment now and then, and their earnings were 
totally inadequate to the support of their families. The Camp followers live by selling 
small wares, vegetables, watercresses, &c. to the soldiers, or exchanging them for 
broken J)read and waste meat, &c. When the Camp is full they are enabled to support 
themselves and families, but when the number of men there are much reduced, as at 
present, they become very poor. Both classes (the unemployed labourers and Camp 
followers) have suffered severely during the last winter, and their sufferings have been 
intensified by the severity of the weatlier and the want of fuel. True it is, that very 
many have received out-door relief, at most half-a-crown each, but what can it do to 
pay rent, and, it may be, support four or ^vq in family. They will not accept relief 
in the Workhouse. They cling to their cabins, fearful that if once they give them up, 
others will take their places, or that they may be levelled and that when they are 
enabled (if ever) to leave the Union House, they will find themselves tramps, and 
looked upon as degraded. 

^' 'I'he inhabitants who could do so have assisted them with clothes, food, &c., 
but their ability to render further aid is now well-nigh exhausted. They have made 

S 
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ft collM»tSon of £40 to p roc ur e seed potatoes for those poor people wlio hmre nuunire 
and ground to put it out on : — in fine, ihej hare done mil thej could, mud ther now 
ftfip^Tft], thrriugh mc, for your aid, and I trust I will not appeal in rain. The local 
cU;rgy, 1', L, (iuarrliann, and medical men, will form a Belief Committee, and the 
nucesMiry forms will be filled up as soon as received. 

" I am, gentlemen, joor obedient serrant, 

" Sjjc Chapldt, L.K. & Q-OPJ.** 



«' UrUngfard, Kilkemny, Ftbnary 19tA, 1880. 

*^ I am directed by the Urlingford Relief C<mimittee to acknowledge the receipt of 
your favour, with the very generous donation. This sum will be the cause of saving 
manv lives ; indeed, until the distress was inquired into, 1 had no idea we had such 
destitution in our town. May God bless the generous donors. 

'* I am, gentlemen, very reqi^ectfuDy, 

** JoHK Stapletox, Hon. See.** 

" Kingi's Co.j January Slsf, 1880. 
** Mr Lord Mayor, 

*' I am dirorted by the Tullamore Relief Committee to ask your Lordship to aid 
us in gaining funds for the relief of our poor in this locality. 

** VVe have l>een exerting ourHclves to the utmost to collect money, which we 
endeavour ns far as |>osMible to expend in useful works, suited to unskilled hands, but 
the deinatid fur exceeds the supplies coming in. 

** I have the honour to be, your Lordship's humble servant, 

" John Piebck, J-P.** 

" Edf/eworthstown, Co, Longford^ Zrd March^ 1880. 
** Okntlkmrn, 

** Wo desire to express to you our heartiest thanks for £20 grant to Edgeworths- 
lown I/>efil Committee. 

** Our Coinuiitteo has been in existence since Ash Wednesday. Our funds are 
again exhausted. We have relieved about 500 cases of distress. The poverty is 
inercfising — both hmiger and cold. All classc;s arc working harmoniously on this 
Conunitteo, 

** Wo again most respectfully appeal to your most generous Committee for 
another grunt. 

** Signed, on behalf of Committee, 

** W, H. Lynn, Rector, Chairman^ 

** rKTF.ii Fahri LLY, Parish Priest, Vice-Chairman^ 

** Pathick Rhatigan, Esq., Treamrer, 

** Messrs, James Flowkk and M. Ke£ane, Sees." 

'* Iiiniskeen, Co. Louthy 17th February, 1880. 
•♦ Sir, 

** We, tlio imdersigned residents of this locality, having met to consider the 
appalling distress existing in this parish, beg you will bring oiu* case before your 
Committee on its next meeting. 

** There aro upwards of 1,800 urgent cases of destitution in this parish. 

" In order to comply with the rules of your Committee, we have formed our- 
selves into a Lfocul R<'liof Conmuttce, to be called * The Inniskeen Relief Committee.' 

" Signed, 

'* Plunkktt Kennt^ Chairman'* 
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** Drumconrathj Ardee, Co. Meath^ 6th March, 1880, 
** Gentlemen, 

** In consequence of the amount of destitution existing in this parish, the 
Rev. D. Monahan, P.P. for Dnimconrath and Meath Hill, formed a Relief Committee 
in connection with your Fund, and requested me to take the position of Chairman. 
This I consented to do, as 1 considered, from my position, as by far the largest 
proprietor, having property exclusively in this parish, that I ought to do my utmost 
to further his charitable work. I wish to say that since last November I have given 
a large amount of labour, not only to those on my own property, but to those of 
others, including, I believe, some from the County Louth ; but 1 could not be expected 
to find work for all, neither could I employ people residing two, three, and four miles 
from where I could find work for them. The parish, also, is very much divided into 
small properties ; the whole of the landlords, except myself, being non-resident, and 
in very many cases, they have given abatements of rent, and I believe in many cases, 
also, their tenants have been unable to pay their last half-year's rent. 

"The Rev. D. Monahan and myself have written to and asked subscriptions 
from nearly all the landlords and largo tenant-farmers, as a supplement to your Fund, 
and have received up to the present over £80 ; but when we asked for this money, we 
distinctly stated that it was to be used as a supplement to your Fund, and not in lieu 
of it. We wished it to be expended on clothes, labour, seed potatoes, and the like ; 
but we expected to get from your Committee the food. 

" The Townlands of Cloughreagh, Kells Union ; Drumgill, Ardee Union ; Meath 
Hill, Kells Union ; and Ardagh, Kells Union, are wretchedly poor, the inhabitants 
nearly all very small farmers, and the soil cither a heavy, wet, cold clay, covered with 
nishcs, where laid down to grass, or having the rock close to the surface, as in Ardagh, 
Ballyhill, and Carrickcleck, and in many cases having both, as in Cloughrea and 
Meath Hill. The land being utterly unfitted for fattening cattle, the inhabitants 
used to graze and rear a few calves ; but in consequence of the failure of the turnip 
crop in Scotland last year they had to sell them for nearly half their usual prices 
Again, from the constant wet last summer and autumn, the cattle did not thrive, their 
com stagged, their potatoes rotted in the ground, and the price of hay was also under 
that of late years. During the previous prosperous years, when cattle brought good 
prices in the autumn, I have no doubt that the small farmers found that they could 
pay their rent and live with a certain degree of comfort without taking much trouble 
with their lands, but I am afraid that last season has completely broken them down. 
The district, which I believe to be the poorest in Meath, and as poor as that in any 
part of Ireland, commences on the verge of Louth with the townland of Breslanstown, 
keeping the verge of the Counties Louth, ^lonaghan, and Cavan, from east to north 
and north-west, and bounded on the south by the valleys of the Dee and Blackwater ; 
or, to be more explicit, the northern portions of the Baronies of Lower Slane, 
Morgallion and Lower Kells, excepting of course Cabra Castle Demesne. I wish 
further to state, that my own property is exclusively in the Barony of Lower Slane, 
and that I have no interest in the Townlands of Cloughrea, Drumgill, Meath Hill, 
or Ardagh, The latter is owned by a namesake, but he is no relation of my own, 
nor have I ever seen him in my life to my knowledge, 

" I hope that you will excuse this long letter, but I feel that your Committee 
must be unacquainted with the circumstances of this district, or we would not have 
received the reply we had from you to our application for relief. 

^* I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

" H. C. Singleton, J.P., D.L., Co. Meath,** 



" Crettyardf Queen's County^ January 22nd, 1880. 
** Sir, 

<* I beg to apply to you for some relief for some most destitute poor in this locality, 
§nd to state to ^ou that I know at present families who have no means whatever of 
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getting a morsel of food, or earning any wages to purchase it, especially since late 
severe weather set in, and arc solely depending on the charity of their neighbours. 

" If you kindly forward me query sheet, 1 shall fill up most deserving and really 
urgent cases, and, if required, shall get clerg}'men of parish, to certify as to the want 
of relief. 

** I am, your obedient servant, 

" Patrick Delant, 

** Member of Local Committee." 

** Arklow, Co. Wicklow, 2nd February, 1880. 
** Mt Lord, , 

" Wo are directed by the Relief Committee to again bring the distress in Arklow 
under the notice of the Mansion House Committee, and to solicit a further contribu- 
tion towards our funds. We have over 500 families on our books who have been 
receiving relief weekly for the past month. This number represents between from 
2,000 and 2,500 persons. 

" Our funds will only enable us to carry on our work of charity to the end of 
this week, and we fear that unless we get some further help, numbers of those whom 
we now relieve will be in a standing condition. Our mode of distributing relj^f is by 
orders on shopkeepers for food and fuel. As we know your Lordship's Cdmn^ittee 
only requires to know that real distress exists in a locality to send aid, we earnestly 
trust that the assistance so urgently needed for this town will be granted. 

** We remain, your Lordship's obedient servants, 

** Hknrt Anneslet. 1 ^^., c._.,^.;..- 
" Hugh Byrne, 



* > Hon. Secretaries.^ 



" Chapel House J CoUtnstotcn, Killucan^ Co. Westmeath. 

'* February Srd, 1880. 
** My Lord Mayor and Gentlemkn, 

" On last Sunday, the 1st February, a meeting of the principal inhabitants of 
Fore was held in the Chapel, at whicli meeting they adopted resolutions, three in 
number, the substance of which I will give you : The first was as to the necessity of 
forming a Committee to collect funds to relieve tlie distressed poor ; the second, asking 
Father Farrelly, P.P. and myself to appeal to the Mansion House Fund for some 
relief for the helpless poor here ; and the third, that the Committee should consist of 
the Chairman, Christopher Ilalpin, P.L.G., the clergymen of all creeds, and the 
principal farmers of the place. 

**I can assure you, from sad experience, that fearful distress prevails here 
amongst the labourers and very small farmers. The potato crop was so bad that many 
did not even dig them ; the oats crop was very indifferent ; the turnips failed altogether ; 
and the unfortunate people have no fuel. I could give innumerable cases of fearful 
distress, but as I know that your time is occupied with too many communications of 
a similar nature, I will confine myself to one. On Saturday last, a poor starving 
widow came to me. Her story, which, unfortunately, is too true, was — * Father, my 
husband is dead for the last ten years. I have seven children. Out of half acre of 
oats I had only one half-hundred of meal, which is gone. Since before Christmas I 
have not had one potato. In the name of God, what will I do? I would rather die 
than give up my little place from my poor orphans.' 

'* I could give you many such heart-rending cases. The land in this part of the 
country is very poor, the holdings are small, and even those who have pretty large 
farms cannot afford lo give employment. I implore of your Lordship and the members 
of the Committee to take tliis poor locality into consideration, and you will ever have 
the blessings of the poor whom you will have helped. 

*' I have the honour to be, my Lord and gentlemen, your humble servant, 

" C. Caldwell, CC* 
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" Tayhmon, Co. Wexford, March Uh, 1880. ' 
** My Lord Mayor, 

*' We, the undersigned Relief Committee, having carefully examined the present 
state of small farmers and labourers in the twenty townlands comprising the electoral 
division of Taghmon, Co. Wexford, find that both classes are, we are pained to say, 
suffering very much — some reduced to acute want — having found some families in 
such a wretched state that they had not tasted a morsel of food for forty-eight hours ! 
We had hoped before making this investigation, that their state was not so bad, and 
that we would be spared the disagreeable necessity of applying to your Committee 
for relief. ^ 

" We have found 59 families, or 236 persons, more or less suffering, and we are 
convinced that many of the farming class are in great want, but are too proud to 
disclose their poverty. 

"The distress is nearly universal; the destitution in many families of small 
farmers complete, as well as the labouring class, and nothing but the most energetic 
exertions of the charitable will be able to save them from death by starvation. 

** The total quantity of harvest produce of all kinds would, in our opinion, not 
sufRcelttr the home consumption ; and being compelled by landlords to sell, to pay 
their rents, what they should have kept for food for their families, are now reduced to 
deplorable suffering ; without employment, without food — save what the benevolent 
give them — without fuel, without bed-clothing: their condition is truly wretched. 

" In this locality landlords will not assist their tenants by providing seeds, &c., 
for the approaching sowing season ; and to sow any they may have left would be 
madness. The fact is, the quality of the harvest, which had been so badly saved, was 
so inferior that it would have been folly to have used it for sowing purposes. But 
good or bad, the farmers could not have purchased it, as they have not the means of 
purchasing food for their own families during the many months to come, before the 
next crop will come to their aid. 

"Respectfully asking your prompt succour for our suffering neighbours, which 
may be addressed to any of the undersigned members of the Committee, 

'* We are, my Lord, 

" Your Lordship's obedient servants, 

" M. MuHPHY, P.P., 

" John C. Pigott, M.D., 

" John Matthews, Clk., Incumbent of Taghmon, 

** Stephen Prendkbgast, Hon. Sec.^' 



" Kilinaine, Hollymount, Wh April, 1880. 

'" GlSNTLBMEN, 

*'The gentlemen of your Committee will best understand the frightful state of 
this district by simply putting before them the following facts ; — The fever patients 
number 103, and such is the fear entertained by the people that we have failed to 
get a nurse at any payment, m that in order to assist those suffering from that 
disease our Committee had to run into debt before they received your last instalment. 
Our relief list contains 441 families (2,207 individuals), whose destitution it is 
impossible to exaggerate and heart-ren<ling to witness. We therefore beg your 
Committee to come again speedily to our assistance. 

** I remain, gentlemen, yours faithfully, 

" BicuABD PoBKDKixAST, Secretary. » 
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" A« I -L-: vf'i V'.c c :j>r f :r=i friit up on kit MoodAj, oar fund, at our 
iL*^'.iiiZ It T^^rri^j. »t* 'clj iV'-r: £!•• :*• d2T>ie amoo^t l,fHil» poor starviog 
rT**:-.r^. y arr ^ :•.-■=! L*: :. r &vav. .>: <«:<7!e. vi:lK4it ihe smaD amoont th*^v 
*-r* *'¥--•*■:<-■-: : ■ rr: #T-:rr W*.iirr^iAT fiaoe the relief comiDeiiced. I do Dot 
krr w wii: :i-v ire :■:< liTr -t --z.:!! wr- ce-^ a^^in. I can ashore too that I am 
aIil!-.**: &frfc>i :■• :a-:'? :i.-r i-cirr •>> ••: :L-r pc&ri^L to-in-:<T*>w. for tlie great number of 
»tirTir.j jor :La.: I 4— f*jr^ i-.. nr^i *ill j^ve ««:4ne annoyance. To hear the 
differv-Lt :aI^ •.-: il-ir^rf* -m-iA ::-r^v: a •t-'-L*. WL«i the poor cannot succeed in 
etttir.z i*»i *:z^'y^z*- Lrrp- I'l-v arv ilwav* *;ir*- \o cr*me and make known their mia^erv 
Uj zn*-. J:. r'A'-i I a*::. t*.<TCr:Mc-i c"*rrT ii: ji'jir kz>l Lour vf the tiav. Oar Committee, 
one iLi'i all. »rryr ^wiv-. xriliij :•• -iryx.-L -i-ur fuD*l> a$ far a« passible. That you 
can «^^ >•}• ivfr-iriLZ t-.- ::jr Aii.-.-ir.: jiT-n '<ii by u* <-Tery w«E*k. I appealed twice 
to th«: Lazj<i I>-i<ZT>- i'"*r a irranx f-r •-! -thf-* fi-r prorchiMreu 'aUiiut GiO of this parish, 
wL.. nrT*-r yt: euirrv^i a "*•■:.'••: •;-»-r f-r want ••! ck»tbe$. and 1 am glad to sec they 
ha\*- ;rivrii u* a sraiii ••! £d?'» I'-r that f»urf»w«^. We were feeding our people all 
tlirxi^h fr<>i:i iL- Miftn?>'n H<-u^ fuD^U an«i a frw small grants fnMn the Duchess's 
fuij'i. W»' i***'il«i D'.*t «f«inr anytLin;: tV*r cl*.>thv>. an«l if you do not give us a grant 
;.t vi.t:r livxt Tii^^tin:: we mu>t xnni iLe l2** snven us f^r that purpose to feeding the 
^\AT\\u'z- 1^ it ri"t a tt-rriMe taK- t*> t^ll that so manv children are at home from 
•(-K.M.l tr<>iii Maiit **i clotht^? S>me of theiu are up to 16 years old. I am after 
writiii^ «-\t'ri-uht-re I c<:»uld in thrfr iR-liali. aiKl the oiilv clothes I have been able to 
*l*-\ f'-r tii*-in up tM thi< wms iwn liuK* Uy?" jackets, thr^^ pair of trousers, and ^\e 
Iittl«- ;:irLr' fnK:ks. the jmmt fn -lu the Duohessi** fimd. Do now continue your 
'^t'iuTT*}\is a**iftan<.*e to us. f«.»r your t:i-iien»us grants from the commencement were the 
only ones given tu our Coniniittet; that deserve the name of generous, save, indeed, 
the £2u from the Land League, 

*• Yours faithfuUv, 

" Hugh Mockt.vr, C.C." 



c 



Rev. W. Flkming. Protectant Clerjrnnan, Scotshouse, County Monaghan, 
Vin)U', — "Under circumstances such as these (previously described) local aid must 
H>*jn \xi ffxliaiiste*! . . . and unless some help be obtained from external 
jM^urce.H, we fear veiy nim-li that siiffi'ring will ensue — perhaps worse tlian that." 

Uev. J. f; »i>L' Y, Protestant elerjrvman, CarriCTlleu, coimtv Leitrim, \*-rote — 
*• J am a^rain ohli;;e<l Ui apply to you for an immediate grant for this parish. AVe 
havcahout l,.'>on fKH»ple still on our relief list, many of whom will die of starvation 
unlesH wc can obtain further relief for them." 

Rev. C. Waid, Protestant clenrvman, Kilcum*. eountv Limerick, wrote — 
•* Thifj Committee have been most reluctantly obligeil to refuse aid in many most 
pre^hin^r caftes, >visliin;r to husband their resources as long as possible." 

Kev, J. MovNK, Protestant elerjryman. Lurganlwy, county Leitrim, \*Tote— 
*' It requirf.-* at least X'40 a week to affonl anything like adequate relief to the half- 
Mtarv<*d an<l half-nake<l people <*{ this p«>or and wide district." 

J»«*v. A. II. II/.MiLTON, Pnitestant clergyman, Garrison, county Fermanagh, 
wrot<- — •• Allhoujrli there are still 50o starving families on our relief list, who are in 
II wor^**' eon<lition than they were three months ago, we could not hold any meeting 
of our Committee this week for want of fumls." 

K<v. \V. M'Cm rti,AM>, Protestant clergyman, Castlei-ea, county Roscommon, 
^/ole *' If your Committee refuse to grant relief to the starving people while 
fiindM are in their hands, upon them must rest the responsibility." 

lii'V. C. (/OONKV, Protestant clcrgjnnan, and Rev. J. Mklvin, Catholic priest, 
^<Hicommon Krrirf, county Mayo, wrote — ** These who assert that the worst of the 
^''triif in over make a great and sad mistake relative to this part of the country. 
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We deliberately declare in the most solemn manner that the distress is worse here at 
present than it has been from the beginning . , . . Having 4,000 on our relief 
lists, and the supplies from all sources being insufficient to meet the demands upon 
us, we have been obliged to go into debt to keep our people alive," 

Rev. J. R. Tarleton, Protestant clergyman, Tyholland, county Monaghan, 
wrote — " Unless the Mansion House Committee give us another grant we shall have 
no means of saving our people from starvation during the months of June and July, 
when it is feared there will be great distress. Our committee earnestly entreat for 
further help." 

Rev. W. Clarkr, Protestant clergyman, and Rev. P. Waldron, Catholic priest, 
Killcreran, co Galway, after speaking of the fact that no public works have been 
commenced, and of the great difficulty in getting the Poor-law Guardians to do their 
duty in the matter of out-door relief, observe — " In the meantime some of our 
poor people are absolutely starving." 

Rev, RoBBRT Evans, Protestant clergyman, and Rev. M. Huohes, Catholic 
priest, Pomeroy, county Tyrone, write — ** The terrible distress which exists amongst 
hundreds in the Pomeroy district forces us again to appeal earnestly to you for a 
further grant. • • . Unless your Committee aid us we dread to contemplate the 
result." 



" Cahirciveen, May Uth, 
" My Lord Mayor, 

" At a conference of the clergy of this deanery, held here last Tuesday, the 
present distressful state of the country, and more especially that of their own flocks, 
was fully and anxiously considered ; also your Lordship's generous and prompt action 
in laying, in union with other benevolent and influential gentlemen, the momentous 
subject before our Irish Chief Secretary. I have been requested by the ipeeting, 
composed of all the priests of the barony of Iveragh, to solemnly declare that youij 
Lordship's statements,, and those of your non-deputationists, are, as regards the exten- 
sive and populous districts of Iveragh, but unhappily too true, and that instant and 
thorough action of the Government is absolutely necessary to save the people's lives. 
Only yesterday one of the fathers, a parish priest, came again to me saying, in crying 
accents, that a farmer in his parish was becoming insane from want of food, and that 
it was but the beginning just seen of hundreds of like or worse cases. Iveragh, we 
all gratefully acknowledge, has shared liberally of the noble charities so freely sent 
from the ends of the earth to this poor weeping Isle of the seas ; but with troubled and 
anxious hearts we, who behold their saddening condition, declare before Heaven that 
the cries of our people are fiercer, and their efforts greater now than ever to get food. 
Begging, therefore, of your Lordship, and of all others who can do and feel for them, 
to preserve them in your humane and saving exertions. 

" I am, my Lord Mayor, faithfully your Lordship's Servant, 

" T. Canon Beosnan, P.P. 

" Addergoole Belief Committee^ Lahernane^ Ballina, 17th May, 1880. 
'* Gentlemen, 

"At meeting of the above Committee, held here on the 15 th inst., the following 
resolutions were proposed and unanimously adopted : — 

*' * 1, Resolved — That unless we receive for the next three months constant and 

generous grants to relieve the alarming distress of our people, we shall 

have renewed in this parish, in their worst aspects, the famine scenes of 

'47 and '48. 
" * 2. Resolved — That our Chairman be requested to make an urgent appeal fot 

a weekly grant to the Mansion House Committee, our only and steady 

friend in the hour of need.' 
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" I have to state that a dreadful crises is upon us, and that the sad condition of 
our people claims the utmost sympathy. The population consists of 800 families. 
In the Allure of their crops they had nothing to fall hack on to keep soul and body 
together. The parish being for the most part moor and mountain, any light descrip- 
tion of cattle the people could rear on their small patches of land are quite unsaleable. 
If they searched all the fairs in the county they would not get a person to bid for 
them, the means of all being nigh exhausted, if not entirely gone, credit closed against 
them, and the clothes of a great many in the pawnshop. It is not true that the back- 
bone of the distress is broken, nor is it ti*ue thut it is on the decline. The contrary is 
the melancholy fact, as far as Addergoole is concerned, distress fearfully increasing 'r 
no relief from Constellation or any such source, and very little from any other source 
except the Mansion House. The people have no employment of any description. No 
works under the Extraordinary Baronial Sessions. All our applications were refused, 
with the exception of a few to the amount of i*3()0, which, in the way of employment, 
might as well be in the moon. Unless the Government promptly discharges its 
responsibility, and comes to the rescue, all efforts from existing sources will prove 
unavailable to save the lives of the people. 

** I am, gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

** Patrick McHale, P.P., Chairman and Treasurer. 



** Kilshannyt Ennistytnon^ County Clare,, May Ibth. 

'* Outdoor relief will not be afforded in any case, the determination of an 
influential member of our Board of Guardians being not to give a single ounce of out- 
door relief until the Workhouse is filled. I need hardly observe to the Mansion 
House Committee that most of oiu* poor people would rather die in their poor 
cabins, or by the public ways, than enter the cold, inhospitable walls of that State 
asylum. 

(>igned) »* M. Killan, P.P." 



** Cashelj Lanesboro% 15th May, 1880. 

^^ Our distress has not decreased and cannot decrease in this poor district till 
harvest, and in point of fact, many poor families had to use during the last four weeks 
the Seed Potatoes obtained from the Board of Guardians. The Guardians are not 
willing to give out-door relief, and we cannot compel them, and so the poor must 
suffer. I appeal to your Committee for further assistance. 

*• (Signed) Michael Gillyduff, Chairman.'' 



k 



" Backs, Foxford, May 17M, 1880. 
"The distress, far from diminishing, is becoming daily more widespread in 
this district. Many who some months ago had some little food, are now without 
money, without food, without credit^ without earning, and consequently have no refuge 
but the relief list." 

" Committee Rooms, Moylovgh Co. Galway, May 17tA, 1880. 
** Instead of distress becoming less felt now than it was three months ago, the 
contmry is the fact, and there are cases of fever occurring which the destitution of 
the poor, there is reason to fear, will predispose the people to contract and cause to 
spread. This parish embraces a very large area, and there are very many populous 
villages in it, where in the best time, especially in summer, there is very considerable 
suffering. This year has been the worst in my recollection ; even in 1847-8 the distress 
in these parts was not so severe. 

'* A, Tait, IiL.D., Chairman of Moylough Belief Committee. 
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*' Glendararyy Achill Sound, Westport^ 17 th May, 1880. 
** Gentlemen, 

*' I should much regret that the Mansion House Committee should think that we 
were ungrateful for the large amount of assistance we have received from them — in 
fact, they have been our sheet anchor since the beginning of last February. My letter 
will show that I alluded especially to the distribution of the cargoes of the Valorous and 
Constellation. It is quite true that we have received from various sources over £'1,200, 
including the Mansion House, the Duchess of Marlborough's, the Society of Friends, 
the Land League, the Philadelphian Neiv York Herald, and other funds. The 
Duchess of Marlborough did not make us a separate Committee from Newport, and 
the share allotted to Achill from the latter is in proportion of £33 'ds 4d. to each 
JKIOO they receive from her fund. No one on behalf of any of these funds, except 
Ma Jamks H. Tukk, had visited us to report. The Daily Telegraph and the hreeniana 
Journal correspondents, however, did so, and published letters on the state of the district. 
In addition to the Island itself, in which there are three electoral divisions, our relief 
Committee has also taken cluirge of a fourth electoral division, Currawn, Achill, on 
the mainland, which is comprised in the Parish of Achill. The area of the whole is 
over 59,000 acres, with a population of nearly 7,000. We received some meal by the 
Goshawk on the 27th of last March when Lord G. Osborne was distributing it on 
this coast, on which occasion only were we able to give four stone of Indian meal to 
each family on our list. In ordinary weeks we give fourteen tons, at a cost of over 
j£108, in doles never exceeding two stone to each selected family, some only receiving 
this once in two weeks. The week before last we could not give anything, last week 
only to half the number we had hitherto twsisted. The question we wish to solve is, 
what are we to do with such an overwhelming population, of the existence of which 
the public do not seem to be aware ? My former letter was written in the hope that 
we should be assisted with seed as well as provisions, as a large quantity of land was 
prepared which cannot now be sown, and we trust some of the American potatoes, &c., 
would be sent to us. We got 13 tons of potatoes from the Duchess of Makf^borough, 
and £100 for seed. This, with a handsome donation from the Archbishop of Tuam 
( Dr. M*Hale) enabled us to give one cwt. of potatoes to each family, but that only. 
What we now anxiously look for is some assistance to send the men to England this 
year to earn something. Over 800 go from Achill annually, but many have not the 
means to pay their passage now. We have had a bale and a half of clothes by the 
Goshawk last March, and also some blanketis and clothes from Mr. Tukk and the 
Dublin Friends, but there were twenty applicants for one we were able to give any- 
thing to. There are eleven National Schools in this parish, but although the inspector 
of the district asked last March how many suits would be required for each| 
none has been sent yet. Our contract price for Indian meal is ;£7 10^., within six 
miles of the Sound ; and £'8 beyond that. From all sources we have not been able 
to give two bags of meal to each family, averaging six persons, since last January. 

*^ I am, gentlemen, yours faithfully and obliged, 

William Pike. ' 



Letterkenny, ISth May, 1880. 

" Gkntlemen', 

" Though I have already forwarded a formal receipt for the very liberal grant 
of £'3,000 which the Mansion House Committee have kindly made to us, I think it is 
due to your Committee that I should furnish them with a brief statement of the good 
which their generous efforts have hitherto effected in this county, and of the very 
favourable influence wliich they have had in our futurcf prospects. ^ 
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** During the long weary months which we have passed in a continued stiaiggle 
with destitution, the position of our Committee has often been one of painful anxiety ; 
for, though the aid we received from without, especially from America, was liberal 
beyond our expi'ctatious, still there were times when the ever-increasing spread of 
distress and the corresponding drain on our funds gave us great reason to fear that 
we should soon find ourselves at the end of our resources. Just at these critical times, 
we have always found the Mansion House Committee ready to come to our aid 
with a large grant, which freed us from all anxiety and enabled us to continue, with 
reasonable success, the work of relieving the destitute. 

** But at no previous period of the distress were we in such danger of a sudden 
collapse as when your last generous grant reached us. All our other sources of supply 
had completely given out, distress spread rapidly among the small farmers and 
labourers, for whom there was much less employment as the spring work came to an 
end, and, though we had still means to last for a week or two, there were such 
frequent and unexpected inroads made upon them by cheques held over, charges for 
freight, and other expenses, that we might find ourselves, at any time, even with our 
very reduced scale of grants, unable to meet the calls made upon us by the Local Com- 
mittees. Now, with your very liberal grant and the little that remains of our funds, 
we shall, I trust, be able to get on for five or six weeks longer. If we could find a 
soft spot in the hearts of the New York Herald Committee, they might enable us to 
tide over two or three weeks more, and then, as we would lie within sight of land, 
Divine Providence would inspire some one to extend a hand to rescue us. 

'* I make this calculation on the suppi»sition that the distress will not increase 
and that the people shall be able to support life on the greatly reduced aid which we 
can give them. But both these contingencies are, to say the least, very doubtful. 
I find that, since we have been obliged to reduce our grants, the Local Committees 
are cutting off fiunilies from the relief lists, not because they are beyond the need of 
relief, but because, among the destitute, they are the least destitute. I am daily made 
painfully aware of this fact, because these poor people came to me from the most 
distant parts of the country to make known their wants and to entreat my interference 
on their behalf with the local Committees. Now 1 fear that, before August, many, 
if not all, of these will be reduced to a condition which will force the Committees to 
reverse their decision. I must now say a word of the influence which the action of 
your Committee has had on our future prospects ; and of this I am glad to be able to 
speak most hopefully. During the spring our great anxiety was the want of seed. 
It is certain that, if left to themselves, large numbers of the people would bave been 
without a crop or obliged to content themselves with the mere shadow of a crop. In 
some districts the provision made by the Unions was a hollow mockery. It was in 
this respect particularly that your Committee has done a work the effects of which 
will last. By making us large gnmts for food you have enabled us to devote to the 
purchase of seed a sum which has gone far to supply the want. What you have 
enabled us to spare from our own resources for this object, together with a generous 
subsidy from Liverpool, amounted to i* 9,000. I am sure there was much more than 
this spent on seed ; for we paid freight and other expenses from the general fund, 
and, after the general distribution, there were extreme cases daily turning up, to 
which we were obliged to attend. Even about the 10th of May I intercepted, on their 
way to the bakehouse, three tons of Champions, which the guardians had held over, 
and which 1 purchased for half the price at which they were sold to the people. Even 
at that late season the poor people seized upon them most greedily for fields which 
they had lying waste through want of s?ed. The result of these efforts to provide 
seed is that the people have a more abundant crop, at least of potatoes, down than 
they have had for several years past, and the beautiful weather with which Divine 
Providence has favoured us gives every promise that the crop will be fruitful. In 
commencing this letter I had no idea of trespassing so far upon your attention, but I 
suppose you will bear patiently with this as one of the many troubles to which you 
have generously submitted for the sake of the poor. I can assure you, gentlemen, 
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that the vote of thanks which T enclose is but a feeble expression of the gratitude we 
really feel towards your Committee for the splendid assistance you have given us ; 
and our gratitude, which is merely begotten of sympathy with the sufferings of 
others, is very little compared with the gratitude of the poor people, which is inspired 
by a conviction that your noble efforts have been instrumental in saving them from 
want, misery, and, in many instances, even from death by starvation. 

"I am, gentlemen, your faithful servant, 

** ^ IVilCHACL LOGUE." 



"My De^r Lord Mayor, 

" At the request of our Iiclief Committee, I urge upon your benevolent Com- 
mittee to come to our aid. During spring operations we forebore to importune you, 
as the poor struggled on to subsist ; but now the present and coming mouths are the 
truly crucial months. In fact, my house for the last week is surrounded from morn- 
ing to night with a clamorous and hungry crowd begging " food " or " work." Of 
the large sums I have received from France, America, and other parts for this diocese 
I have already given far more than its proportion to this parish. There is no work 
to be had here, though the poor people are willing to earn their bread. I appealed 
on their behalf to the guardians of this Union on Saturday. The reply I got was that 
there was no power to give outdoor relief ; and as there are no works, baronial or 
otherwise, in this neighbourhood, the poor have no alternative but to break up home 
and enter the poorhouse. The poor creatures, to my certain knowledge^ will elect 
to lie down and die of starvation rather than enter the workhouse. Though I hold 
strong convictions on this horrible alternative, I forbear to express further opinions 
from these Committee rooms. To save trouble of reference, I am requested by the 
Committee to furnish you with enclosed copy of the last returns sent on the 13th 
of March, since when this Committee have received no aid from Mansion House 
Committee. Again asking you to remember that 363 fiGunHies, numbering 1,171 
persons, appeal to you in this most trying season, 

I am, with great respect and regard, 

^ Patrick Duggak, Bishop of Clonfert, 



" Ballina, County Mayo, May Idth, 1880. 
** My Dear Lord Mayor, 

I received this morning the Draft Circular and your Lordship's letter of the 
15th instant. The appeal cannot go forth too soon, for since the Central Committees 
limited their supplies to the Local Committees the latter were obliged to limit the 
quantities allowed to the recipients. The result has been complaints, destitution, and 
now consequent sickness and fever. Limited as the supplies of the Central Com- 
mittees have been of late, if stopped before harvest will come to the relief of the 
people ; famine and starvation will be the result. We heard a great deal of late about 
the amount of money given to landlords under the Land Improvement Act, for the 
employment and relief of the people. The fact of the landlortls getting it and 
not employing the people furnishes no excuse to the Government for allowing the 
people to starve, and is only another development (if such were needed) of the class 
legislation that has brought ruin on the country. Up to this no employment has 
been given in this district except by one landlord, and even in that case the 
complaints are, that the earnings are so small as not to afford half support to the 
families of the employees. Other sources of employment, spoken of here during the 
the last four months, are held back with much craft by influential parties here until 
harvest will come, and will be then allowed to collapse as unnecessary. If the 
Crovemment intends to save the lives of the people, let them leave them no longer to 
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the tender mercj of either Poor-Uiw GuardiaDS or lanJIords, who hare repeatedly 
decUuied that they would not harden either themKlTes or their properties for the 
relief of the people. 

**' I have the honoar to he, my dear Lord, yours very re^iectfolly, 

'*i|iHcGn CoxwAT, Bishop of KUUda. 



•• Xerporij May Sih, 1880. 
" Mv Loud xsd Gknti-emex, 

*^ We, the members of the Newp'>rt, Mayo, Relief Committee, respectfully 
beg to bring uufler your serious consideration the following facts in connection with 
the state oJF the poor of thi:$ district. No. 165, containing a population of 6,000 
muh, i.<f situated in the second poore^^t Poor-law Union in Lneland. The present 
rate here is 3^. Id. in the poun 1. and it is only a fictitious rate ; the required rate 
would be 7«. or Ha, m the pound, and it would be quite uncoUectahle. This Union 
is on the verge of bankniptcy, owing nearly £2,000. exclusive of loan under Seeds 
Act. The area is 170,383 acres; population 16,061. while the valuation is only 
£13,161). The general character of the land is sterile and barren, which may be 
inferred from the fact that it is only valued at 1«. 6^. per acre. The district is a 
maritime one, and exposed to the fury of the Atlantic Ocean, the corps at best 
precarious and scanty, but, the successive failures for the past three seasons have 
rwluce<l the pr>pulation to the lowest state of poverty. There are no public works of 
any kind in the district, no employment for the people except the ordinary spring 
work, now nearly finished. Thre are only three resident landlords in the whole 
Union, 23 absentees. The Guardians — from being heavily in debt, their cheques 
have been dishonoured, contractors refusing to supply — are unaUe to give out-door 
relief to any extent, thus throwing the poor (who have an abhorrence to the work- 
house), and the masses of the struggling landholders of whom there are L645 rated at 
and under £2. on the limited resour(*es of this Committee. Add to the foregoin/^ 
their indebtedness and want of credit, will complete the picture of their helplessness 
and poverty. This Committee is in existence since the 13th of last January (we 
ha^l also a Relief Committee liere to meet the distress in January, 1879), working and 
struggling since under diflUciilties of the most trying nature. All private resourcci^ 
are now exhausted, and this Committee now appeals to you to come to the assistance 
of the impoverished people of this district with liberal weekly grants from your funds, 
and which will be required until the Ist of August next. 

'• Richard Pbexdergast, P.P., Chairman. 

*' Samuel Johnston, Clk., IncumbenU 

** George S. Keegan, Clk., Presbyterian Minister of Newport. 

** John Meehan, C.C. 

" P. Gibbons, Hon. Sec. 



THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH ON THE DISTRESS. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, presiding at the annual dinner of the Royal Geogra- 
phical Society in London, May 31st, referring to the distress in Ireland said :— 
** It has been believed by many that the extent of the distress on the coast of Ireland 
has been greatly exaggerated, and it has even been so far believed that the relief 
which has been administered, perhaps miglit not have been necessary, and might in 
some cases have been misspent. 1 tliiuk I may confidently state, from what I have 
seen, and from the intimate knowledge of that relief which I have gained, that the 
distress in the main has not been exaggerated, antl that it was excessively severe, 
^he distress has not reached the point which it did in those celebrated years of the 
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historic Irish faihihe, and that fact is due entirely to the distress ha:ving been taken 
in time. I cannot refrain firom expressing how much of that taking in time was due 
to the exertions of the Duchess of Mahlborough. We have also to thank the 
citizens of America for the great and generous help which they sent. It was my 
good fortune to be at Queenstown to assist in the distribution of that magnificent 
cargo which they so generously sent. I may say, however, that the distress is not 
over yet, and it will not be over for at least two months and a half, when the first 
crop will be taken of the potato and general harvest. Until then, in many cases 
actual relief, by feeding the population on portions of the West Coast and on the 
Islands, will have to be continually maintained. Otherwise the distress which 
occurred in the first instance will occur again. I hope those present will bear it in 
mind that the time is not completely past when the charitably inclined may do much 
good by still sending subscriptions to those gseat funds which have already done so 
much good. It is to be hoped that there may be other things undertaken, such as 
permanent works and encouragement of fisheries on the coast of Ireland. By 
encouragement of the fisheries I am sure there is great chance of preventing the 
recurrence of distress. Those fisheries, which are so much neglected, would give 
the population upon that coast a sure means of existence. The land is really in many 
parts incapable of sustaining the population, as regards its natural resources ; and 
without the assistance of the fishing I am certain that the same thing will occur 
again." 

" Moygouma Relief Committee^ Moygowna, Crossmolina, June Ist, 1880. 

*' Gentlemen, 

" Herewith I beg to return weekly account sheet. I am directed by the 
Moygowna Committee to return their most sincere thanks for your last grant of £20, 
received and expended the week before last. From the weekly account it will be 
seen that our Committee were obliged most reluctantly indeed, to take 100 families 
oflF their list — not that these families were not very much in need of relief, but lest 
others might actually die of sheer starvation the next week. Unfortunately this is 
the very first day of the really hard, severe season, June and July. The poor people 
have literally nothing but sheer starvation staring them in the face from this to the 
end of July. It is with the most intense anxiety that our Committee have seen that 
the Mansion House Fund, the supporter and saviour of the country, is about to bring 
its most useful and glorious labours to a close. Unless the Government now step in 
and take up, and continue in some shape or other, the work hitherto so ably and so 
charitably performed by the Mansion House Fund, dreadful must be the consequences. 
Again appealing most pressingly for a grant, faithfully yours, 

** John O'Kkli.y, P.P., Hon. Sec^ 



^^ Kilkerrin Belief Committee^ Kilherrin, Moylmgh^ County Galway^ June Ist, 1880. 

** Gentlemkn, 

*^ Our Committee here arc not a little disappointed at having got no grant from 
you for either the last or the current week, though our people are indeed actually 
starving. It would grieve you, I am sure, if you were to see the numbers of them 
who flock every- morning around my house asking in the name of the God of Mercy 
for something that will keep the life in them, and saying often that perhaps they had 
not a bit to eat for the four-and-twenty hours previous. This, I can assure you, is no 
exaggeration of their statements, but it is the literal truth, and therefore I again and 
again implore you not to withhold your helping hand any longer from them, for, if 
you do, some of them at least must surely perish, for they have now no other 
resource left them. Their own little means are entirely gone, and they have no 
t;redit, for no one will entrust them with anything on account of their great poverty ; 
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and therefore, if yon will not come to their assistance, and that at once, God alone 
can know what will be the consequence. There is no employment yet to be got ; 
there is no outdoor relief. The Guardians would not give it, except in very rare 
instances to aged persons who have no land, and who are disabled by physical 
infirmity to provide for themselves, and even to these same they give it only with 
great reluctance : so you can easily see, if you or some other charitable body like you 
will not come immediately to their assistance, they must perish. There is nothing 
else left them, and therefore I implore you again not to withhold your help from them 
any longer, nor until some other relieving source may present itself to them ; and 
thanking you very much for the substantial help you have already given, 

*' I remain, gentlemen, your very faithful servant, 

<* Austin O'Dwyer, P.P., and Chairman." 



" ^eio Inn Belief Committee, Woodlawrij June Ijf, 1880. 

(Extract) 

** There has not been, and cannot be for the next ten weeka, any diminution in 
the numbers requiring relief. In this part of the country no new provisions will be 
available before the middle of August. What is to become of the poor and the 
destitute in the meantime is a question that may well be asked, now that the Mansion 
House funds are all but exhausted. To this there can be but one answer, that if no 
other means are adopted to save the lives of the people, many will be lost in the 
meantime through sheer starvation. Hoping the Mansion House will enable us to 
postpone the evil day, 

" Yours sincerely, 
** (Signed) Thomas Head, P.P." 



" Bangor "EiriSy Mayo, June Qth, 1880. 
*'Grntlemen, 

** As there seems to be such a variety of opinion in England and in certain high 
quarters in Ireland as to the distress at present existing in this country — some be- 
lieving it is on the wane, others that the backbone of the distress is broken, others 
again that it is not as bad as it is represented — will you kindly allow me to give yon 
a brief account of how it at present exists in this parish, and how it has existed for 
the past three months, and to make the following remarks. There are 609 families 
in this parish, 150 of whom were relieved in March, 300 in April, and 580 in May. 
These 580 families, on an average of five to each family, will make up 2,900 
individuals, all of whom are in the last stage of absolute distress, so much so that I 
would not be surprised at any moment to hear of death from starvation. There is 
no such thing to be availed of as outdoor relief in this Union, as, the relief up to this 
granted was supplied by the following relief funds : — The Duchess Fund, the Mansion 
House Fund, New York Herald Fund, the Land League Fund, and firom the Most 
Rev. Dr. Conway, Ballina, the Bishop of the diocese. Any attempt on my part to 
depict the misery of these poor people would be out of the question. The duties of 
my parish have given me an opportunity for the last four or five weeks (being 
engaged at stations) of attesting the real destitution of the people. The scenes of 
wretchedness and misery that have met me on every side would make stouter hearts 
than mine sick. The people have neither credit, means, nor money, and what 
makes matters worse, the sources of relief above referred to are now nearly run out. 
It is quite common to see the poor people who live near the sea-board in this parish 
trying to drag out a miserable existence by using shell-fish and even the sea-we^ 
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Unless the Government step in and do something promptly, most assuredly hundreds 
of these poor people will die of hunger. It was most heart-rending to witness the 
crowd of hungry-looking people who presented themselves for relief at our Committee 
meeting held on Saturday last, and who had to go home empty, as we had no funds 
at our disposal to give relief even to one single case. Hoping your Committee will act 
with your usual generosity by granting us an instalment of your funds as soon as 
you conveniently can, 

*' I am, gentlemen, your grateful, obedient servant, 

" James Durcak, P. P., Treamrer.^* 



*' Kilmore, Drumsnaj 5(h June, 1880. 
** Gektlemkn, 

'* Quite a panic has been caused here by the apprehension of a probable winding 
up of the Mansion House Fund, which seemed inexhaustible, judging from the 
generosity with which you dispensed to the various Local Committees several thousand 
pounds a week for the last five months. On behalf of 2,200 persons on our relief 
lists, hundreds of whom owe their very existence mainly to the most bounteous of 
almoners, the Mansion House Relief Committee, I am directed to tender you our 
grateful acknowledgments. Since this panic set in amongst us the previous three- 
quarter stone of meal per head per week, amounting to £80, has been made to do 
service for a fortnight. A very melancholy effect of this ordeal was witnessed a few 
days ago by myself and another member of our Committee, when we beheld many 
well-to-do people of the past, tottering along at a funeral, more like skeletons than 
living men. These poor men cannot be persuaded that they ought to leave their 
houses and lands and go into the workhouse sooner than starve. Outdoor relief in 
Carrick-on-Shannon Union, in which four out of the five electoral divisions relieved 
by us are situated, is not worth naming. To my certain knowledge the guardians 
vie with each other as to whose division will be least taxed when the next rate is 
struck, while they throw on us the responsibility of relieving the poor or letting them 
starve, which, without the assistance of your charitable Committee, we must still do, 
though the storm of adversity has well nigh passed away. No Government relief 
has yet reached us in any shape or form. Though our resources are no^ exhausted, 
there is a prospect of a rich harvest, which affords just grounds for hope in the 
future ; but the interval must be gloomy in the extreme without the sustaining hand 
which bore us up during the bitter past. With a fervent prayer that dissolution will 
not set in amongst the Mansion House Committee till the fulness of time has 
arrived, — Yours faithfully, 

*« P. Bambrick, C.C. Hon, Sec:' 

** Loughbjnn, Roscommon, 5th June, 1880. 

** GENTr.EMEN, 

" I beg to acknowledge with thanks receipt of your grant, £40, for distressed in 
this parish. I shall not fail to communicate to the people that they are not to expect 
assistance from your committee to tide over the coming two months, but I am con- 
vinced that if you withdraw your generous and substantial aid from them there 
necessarily must be many deaths from starvation — Yours, &c, 

" F. A. Flanagan, Hon, Sec."' 

" Kilkerrin Relief Committee, Kilkerrin, Moylough, County Oalway, 

** June let 1880. 
** Gentlemen, 

*' Our Committee here are not a little disappointed at having got no grant from 
you for either the last or the current week, though our people are indeed actually 
starving. It would grievo jrou I am sure were jrou to see the numbers of them wbg 
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£ock every morning around my honse asking, in the name of the God of M«rcy,-f«r 
something that will keep the life in them, and saying often that perhaps they had not 
a bit to eat for the four-and-twenty hours previous. This I can assure you is no 
exaggeration of their statements, but it is the literal truth, and, therefore, I again 
and again implore you not to withhold your helping hand any longer from them, for 
if you do, some of them at least must surely perish, for they have now no other resource 
left them. Their own little means are entirely gone, and they have no credit, for no 
one will entrust them with anything on account of their great poverty, and therefore^ 
if you will not come to their assistance, and that at once, God alone can know what 
will be the consequence. There is no employment to be got ; there is no outdoor 
relief. The G uardians would not give it except in very rare instances to aged persons 
who have no land, and who are disabled by physical infirmity to provide for themselves, 
and even to these same they give it only with great reluctance ; so you can see, if 
you or some other charitable body like you will not come immediately to their 
assistance, they must perish. There is nothing else left them ; and, therefore, I 
implore you again not to withhold your help from them any longer, nor until some 
other relieving source may present itself to them : and thanking you very much for 
the substantial help you have already given, 

'* I remain, gentlemen, your very faithful servant, 

** Austin O'Dwyer, P.P. and Chairman'' 



^^ Rosmucky Oalufayt Ibth June. 

" My Lord, 

^^ The Rosmuck Committee in connection with the Mansion House Fund is 
No. 384, and on the 5th instant a letter was received from the Mansion House enclos- 
ing a grant of £40, and a letter saying this was to be the final grant. The crisis of 
our distress this year is at hand, and will last to middle of July. In the comparatively 
prosperous years of the past, from middle of June to middle of July was proverbial 
amongst us as one of hunger. What must it be this year ? You can conceive, but 
I cannot describe. To say people are fasting for 24 hours, I candidly believe that 
poor creatures here are and have been suffering for more than 30 hours. Such a case 
rame under my notice yesterday. The lives of the poor of Rosmuck are due to the 
charitable Committees of Dublin, supported by the public, but in the greatest measure 
to the Committee in which you so worthily move. We have struggled to keep the 
wolf at bay since January last, but now I fear we will have to succumb and fall 
easy victims. If we had £100 I am sure we would be able to foil the demon. I 
could not expect so much from the Mansion House at present, but as much as you 
could afford. Unless you help us this time, I seriously fear some will be lost, even 
at the eleventh hour. In your sympathy and charity represent our wretched state to 
the Committee at next meeting. 

" I am, my Lord, yours faithfully, 

" J. J. Keane, P.p." 



LeUerkenny, Thursday. 

. At a meeting of the Raphoe Catholic Clergy held at Letterkenny to-day, the 
following resoluticms were adopted : — 

" That the present distress is most urgent, and unless Government aid be given 
immediately, the worst consequences must be expected; that the means hitherto 
adopted by the Government to meet it — viz., grants n^ade to landlords and Boards 
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of Guardians, have utterly failed, and that no further grants be made to them for 
this purpose." 

** Tluit though the amount of grants already made to landlords is very consider- 
able, and, had it been all expended, would have gone far to meet the distress, yet in 
lar*re districts where the distress is greatest no application for gi'ants was made, whilst 
landlords, who have already received grants, in most instances confined the employ- 
ment given to their usual staif of labourers, and but rarely employed the really 
destitute." 

** That, believing that there has been considerable mismanagement, the por- 
tion of grants already made, yet unpaid, be withheld till due inquiry be made as to the 
expenditure of the money already received." 

" That we have no confidence in the Poor-law system as at present administered." 



'^ Anucarly lielief Committee^ Dundrum^ Ciishei, June ISth, 1880. 
" Sir, 

" May I, as Chairman of the above Committee, take the liberty to ask you 
kindly to obtain for our exceedingly distressed poor, numbering 400, a final grant, 
that we may be able to keep them alive for three weeks when some work may turn up. 
We were obliged to refuse meal to over 100 poor last Wednesday, thereby reducing 
the num))er from 500 to 400, who will with tears press for further relief next 
Wednesday, but if we should fail in this application more than 260 cannot get an 
ounce of the Indian meal, as the few pounds — viz £5, now on hands, will not allow 
the Committee to give even one scanty meal of the Indiaameal gruel to more than 260, 
the number stated above. We have a large mountain district where the potato and 
oat crops altogether failed last year. No work afforded by landlord or occupier of 
land ; and since the distress has been great, yes as much as it is in Ballyvaughan or 
the islands around there. Dear sir, please assist me to have a final grant voted for the 
Committee, and you shall merit and obtain the good eifect of that corporal work of 
mercy — the feeding of the poor starving peasantry of this miserable moimtain district. 

" I remain, dear sir, faithfully yours, 

" John Fennkllt, P.P." 



" Charlestown Relief Committee^ 18<A June^ 1880. 
" Gentlemen, 

*'I am very sorry to have to say that the state of this poor parish is daily 
becoming more alarming. The famine fever (and a most dangerous type) is now 
very prevalent, and making such progress that I fear there will not be ere long a 
village in all the parish free of it. Of course, the destitute were the first to be visited 
by this awful disease, but, like death itself, it respects not persons, and very shortly 
makes as unwelcome visits to the well-to-do and independent. I have seen three 
pass by me this week to the workhouse, from the little village in which I reside. 
Only the week before I saw the widow borne to the grave fi'om her orphans, and only 
the wall separates me from where the wife of a respected member of our Committee 
lies dangerously ill. Only a fortnight since, on the same day, and forth from the same 
house went the corpses of the grandmother and grandchild, and the son now lies 
dangerously ill in the workhouse. While we had only hunger to combat the work 
was comparatively easy, but a fear of this dreadful disease has given rise to a mutual 
distrust and fear of having intercourse with each other, and the danger of bringing a 
large number of people together, even for the purpose of distributing relief is no 

T 
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trifling risk, and of wluit earthly use are a few stones of Indian meal to a family so 
afflicted. Such a family can get no one to employ them. Their neighbours, unfortu- 
nately, have no means to aid them, and in most cases they are bereft of all earthly 
means save the crop, which is at best but a hope for some future day. The crops are 
indeed very flourisliing, and in some cases, may after four weeks bring abundance to 
the table of many a poor man ; but there will be cases in wliicli the 1st of August only 
will find them out of danger. A noble fight has been made during the past twenty- 
three weeks for the lives of these goo<l, poor people, but what avails all that if they 
are not kept up to the end ? 1 can' compare our good priest and chairman's position 
to that of a home-bound mariner, who for many a day mmle successful headway 
against every storm, and over mountain billow, until he finds himself in view of the 
long wished for haven, and with all he loves in view and his fond hopes brightest, 
he suddenly finds his goo<l ship sinking beneath him, and all his bright prospects 
dissipated for ever. To prevent such an end to our half-year s labour, will you take 
our poor people under your special care, and see, so far as in you lies, that they will 
not at least suffer the pangs of hunger, or be left withimt a drink to cool their parched 
and feverish lips. Begging that you will remember them at your next meeting, and 
allocate a grant in proi)ortion to our wants, 

" 1 remain, gentlemen, your obedient ser\'ant, 

*' MicnAKL J. DoHERTY, Hon. Sec'' 



" ^crabby, County Cavan, June 24, 1880. 
" Gkntlkmkn, 

" We are again forced to appeal to you for help to feed our people. Of the 366 
families we have been trying to keep alive for the past year, by far the greater number 
are in as much need, some in greater need, than at any previous time during the 
year. AVe had hoped for some public relief works that would give the people 
employment, but although at an extraordinary presentment sessions, held for the 
barony, nuiny useful works were passed for this district, and many more would have 
been passed but for the tone given to the meeting by the Secretary of the Grand 
Jury, who propounded the law for the cesspayers, yet the only works yet approved 
by the Local Gevernment Board are the repairing of about a mile of an old road, 
repairing a piece of an old lane, and making a protection-fence that will cost 4*4. 
Then one of our landlords, who has opened relief works on a very small scale, instructs 
his bailiff to employ no one except those who owe him rent, and to stop the wages for 
the rent. As will be seen by the weekly return of expenditure, our funds are entirely 
exhausted. We request that you will give us some help for the next three or four 
weeks. 

" I remain, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 

** MiciiAKL CoKCORAX, C.G., Secretary for the Committee'' 



'• KiUala llelief Committee, Saturday, June 26M, 1880. 
" Gkxtlkmkn, 

'* To-day I attended a meeting of the Killala Board of Guardians for the purpnse 
of obtaining out-door relief for some fifty of the poorest families in this parish, who 
are just now, and must continue for some weeks to come, in a condition of extreme 
distress. Owing to the shortness of funds at the disposal of the Gommittee we were 
unable to give these helpless families the usual amount of meal administered to them 
since the earliest period of the distress, and I very confidently hoped that my request 
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to the BoHrd of Guardians for relief during the crucial month of July would have 
been cheerfully acceded to. But I was doomed to bitter disappointment, and to-day, 
in impatient expectation of relief from some quarter, hungry crowds of these destitute 
small farmers with their families stormed the board-room and quickly packed it to 
suffocation. It was really lamentable, nay heart-rending, to listen to the rude but 
eloc|uent and imploring accents of those famine-stricken men and women. The 
pangs of hunger were not to be smothered or suppressed. And cries of agony not 
unmingled with muttered threats, assailed the Chairman, Colonel Knox, from all 
directions. I should rather not have to record my exceeding gi'eat regret that the 
answer of that gentleman to the famished crowd was as heartless as it was indefensible, 
lie told them, men and women alike, and not a few of them broken and bent with 
age, that no ' out-door relief could be given but to such as were ready to spend eight 
hours each day breaking stones.' Fearing a riot, he then ordered the police to be 
sent for, and at this moment, as I write, the police are stationed at the entrance door 
to the board-room. Is it not an unseemly spectacle? And is it not intolerable that 
when men who represent nobody but themselves — irresponsible officers — should have 
thus placed in their hands almost the power of life and death over poor wretches who 
are starving through no fault of their own ? Impossible during these present weeks 
that they can abandon their little homes to spend the day breaking stones. They have 
to mould their potatoes, to save their turf, and attend to other farm duties, which 
even their small holdings constantly demand at their hands. But what cares the 
accomplished Chairman of the Killala Board of Guardians ? No out-door relief, 
even for a few weeks (my request only extended to that brief period), to those sixty 
families unless they abandon the care of those promising crops, which the charity of 
the world enabled them to make. In regions not very remote from Killala, eight 
Boai*ds of Guardians have been abolished, and in this neighbourhood people have 
begun to ask themselves, is there no hope lor us? Is not the hour of dissolution at 
hand? 

* Proximus ardet Eucaligon.* 

" It is my duty, gentlemen, to assure you of the abounding and lasting thanks 
of our poor people for the immense services rendered them by the Mansion House 
Committee. Had they been left to the tender mercies of the ex-officio gentlemen of 
the Killala board-room you may easily Conjecture what would have been their fate, 
and for the few weeks that still intervene between them and the smiling plenty of an 
exuberant harvest, it is their fervent hope that the Mansion House will supply the 
help so unfeelingly to-day denied them by their own Guardians. 

"I remain, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

" P. J. Nolan, P.P." 



** The Secretaries Mansion House Committee. 



»» 



" Aughagower, Weatport^ July 5, 1880. 

** We had hoped that the relief works would have tided us over July, but as they 
have been given to professional contractors in this locality they are a thorough sham. 
They are of little or no use to the poor. The contractors and their friends alone 
profit by them. Leaving with confidence the case of poor in your hands. 

'* I have the honour to be, gentlemen, yours faithfully, 

" J. E. Stephens, C.C," 
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" Bouniconlan^ Ballina^ Julq 2, 1880. 
"My Lord and Gentlemen, 

" Terrible distress still rages in its intensity. The present is the supreme crisis 
iQ this locality, for fever has recently broken out in diiferent parts of the parish, four 
families being now afflicted. The happy and long-expected * Garland Sunday ' seems 
still far away, and the golden expectations of the poor creatures have turned into 
gloomy anticipations, for we have in those parts for the last eight or nine days no 
sunshine — nothing but one continual'downpourof rain. Consequently the crop which 
promised food to the stan'ing about the middle of July, shows no prospect at all 
presently. AVe trust your charitable and noble Committee will still be the means of 
continuing their existence. 

" Yours very faithfully, 

(Signed) " Peter Uarte, P.P., Chairman^ 



Delmullet, 5th July, 1880. 

" The promised public works have proved to be here, as in many other localities, 
a delusion. Up to the moment at which I write there have not been fifty men from 
my parish employed on those works, and this only for one week. To-day we are to 
have another of those meetings very properly dubbed by Act of Parliament 
extra ordinaiy sessions. Had our people here been left to the tender mercies of the 
Government, instead of having the hand of charity, as it has been, so generously 
extended to them, long before this there would have been re-enacted many of those 
scenes of the ' bad times,* from the contemplation of which humane nature naturally 
recoils. 

" Henry Hewson, P.P., V.F." 
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employment. 



Small farmers; failure of 
crops; floods and depres- 
sion in price of cattle. 

• 

Small farmers and labourers ; 
bad harvests. 

Want and distress increas- 
ing; if aid not soon to 
hand tbe consequences will 
be deplorable. 

Very many are actually 
starving ; others on the 
brink of starvation. For 
God's sake, send something 
at once. 

Failure of crops; want of 
work and fuel. 

Formerly in a state of comfort, 
now destitute from failure 
of crops. 

Labourers; failure of potato 
crop ; no employment. 

Small farmers and labourers ; 
failure of potato crop; no 
employment. 

Great destitution; one-third 
small farmers. 

Poor farmers now eating their 
seed potatoes and last store 
of meal ; will have notbing 
to maintain themselves till 
next crop. 

Distress pressing fearfully 
on small farmers and 
labourers. 

Small farmers and labourers. 
A succession of bad sebsons, 
diminished value of cattle 
and agricultural produce. 
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Counties 



Districts 



<o. (»f IVrjMMi" 

ill Diiftress, 

First I^)cal 

EHtiinnto. 



CAVAN 



FERMANAGH 



Larah 



Lavey 

Moybolgue & 
Ki Imam ham 
Wood 
Mullagh 

Shercock 

Swanlinbar 

Templeport 

Virginia 



Ballagbamee 
ban 

Belcoo 
Blackbog 
Boho 
Cleuisb 

Derrjlinn 



Derrygonnelly 

Enniskilleu 

Lisnaskea 

Lisbellaw 

Mnguires- 

bridge 



MuUeek 



Newtown- 
I'lifler 



LatcNt KcturiiN of 

Nuiubor in DintrcMs, 

March Int. 



1250 



750 

200 

1480 
550 
300 



592 



300 



500 



800 
130 
900 

700 



750 

1000 



400 



221 



Likely to increase 
Will increase 

1650 

849 
2000 

880 . 

767 
420 



650 
947 
465 



1393 



1190 

Increasing 

580 

lOUO 

630 



500 



300 



634 



495 



Extracts from Api>oalN of I^>cui 
Cummittcoo, duly autheiiticatc<l. 



Labourers and small far- 
mers ; canses of destitu- 
tion, bad -seasons and want 
of work. 

Very poor ; failure of crops, 
especially potato, and suc- 
cession of bad seasons. 

Small farmers and labourers ; 
failure of crops and want 
of employment. 

Failure of crops and want of 
employment. 

Failure of crops ; high rents ; 
labourers very destitute. 

Have had to refuse many 
needy applicants. 

Distress has been borne in 
silence till they reached the 
very point of starvation. 

Great destitution of many 
farmers. 

In deepest distress ; potato 
crop totally failed ; land 
too barren to produce oats. 

Distress is extreme. 
Farmers and labourers. 
Terrible distress ; in want of 

immediate relief. 
Total destruction of crops 

along Lough Erne ; partial 

failure in all other parts. 

Want of fuel. 
In great want ; no food or fuel ; 

starvation facing them. 
Our funds exhausted ; all in 

deep distress. 



Private benefactions ex- 
hausted ; again implore 
grant at ear est meeting, 
to relieve '^ery great and 
increasing suffering from 
want of food ; nearly 400 
in a starving condition. 
Mostly small farmers, sub- 
sisting by turf-making ; sad 
to see hundreds crowded at 
Committee door, waiting 
from 12 o'clock noon tiu 
8 o'clock at night, under 
drenching rain; several 
poor women and men came 
to priest's house and fainted 
with hunger and exhaus- 
tion. The appearance of 
the poor is appalling. 

Small farmers and cottiers. 
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APPENDIX IX. 



CocxTim 



DisTKirrs 



FKUMANAOH 



DONEGAL 



Vo. of Person 

In DifrtresK, 

Flmt Ixiral 

Kstimatc 



I^text Kctnrnff of 

Num(>er in Dlfttn-RM, 

March l^t. 



Extracts from Appoaln of Local 
(.'onimlttoes, duly authentkatod. 



Rosica 



Roj<8ory ami 

Crad^n 
Sallngby 

Tempo 

Ardara 

Ball intra 

BallyshanTion 

Bandoran 

Burt 

Chnrchhill. 

Gartan and 

Term on 
Cloghnneely 

and Tory 
Convoy 
Culdaff and 

Glengad 
Clonmany 

Carndonagh 

Dunfanngliy 
Donegal 



Don afjh more 
Finiowii 

(Glentics) 
Faban 

G weed ore 



13 



100 
300 



883 



1000 

281 

Likely to increase 

2500 

1095 

M17 

1600 

240 

2750 

2500 

1500 
2550 

1765 

900 

1555 
1660 

1750 
1500 

460 

3200 



Farmers and farm labourers. 
Successive bad harvests ; 
failure of crops, and want 
of employment. 



Great distress ; instant relief 

required. 
Xo food ; no fuel ; no work. 

Distress increasing most ex- 
tensively from day to day. 

Distress daily increasing ; 
numbers almost starvint^. 

Committee now entirely 
destitute of funds. 

Not a parish in the county 
more in need of aid. 

Distress unexpectedly break- 
ing out. 

Distress and number of ap- 
plicants daily increasing. 

Belief entirely dependent on 
Central Committee. 

Earnestly appeals for assistance. 

425 families in great desti- 
tution. 

150 families have no means 
of subsistence. 

Individuals confined to 71b8. 
of Indian meal per week. 

Distress rapidly increasing. 

200 families really in need; 
left unattended to from 
want of funds. 

Extensively impoverished. 

No employment ; distress 
widespread and severe. 

Great suffering among the 
small farmers. 

The Special Correspondent 
of the Daily Telegraph has 
not seen "such uniform 
distress " in any part of the 
West. His time being 
precious, he could not wait 
another day to see scenes 
still more appalling. The 
distress here is becoming 
quite general. I fear we 
sball have to sink under it. 
It will be absolutely neces- 
sary for us to order meal to 
an amount of about £120. 
This very thing gives some 
idea of tbe magnitude of 
the distress in this parish. 
In another month it will be 
easy to count the families 
that will be free from it. 
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CounTiKa 



Districts 



V<i. of Porsoir 

in Dixtrem, 

First Ijocal 

Kstininto. 



LatoKt RotiiriiR of 

Number in DintreM, 

March Int. 



DONEGAL 



Gloncolumb- 
kille 

Glenties 
Inver 

Innishowen 
Le'tcrmac- 

ward 
Letterkenny 

Killymard 

Killaghtee 

Killybega 

Kilcar 



Kiltervogue 
Kilmacrenan 

Meragh 

( Hosgal) 
Milford 

Moville 
Malin 

Petti go and 
Belleek 

Rathmnllen 
& Glenvar 
Ram el ton 
Strariorlar 

Tamney 

(Fannet) 
Templecrone 

(Lower) & 

Arranmore 

Island 



Templecrone. 
Upper 
(Daugloe) 



2850 

1075 
2500 

2500 
2519 

2500 

950 

1290 

2150 

2500 

900 
1230 

2345 

1350 

800 
1000 

3117 

1460 

1160 
1010 

1500 

5886 






2000 



Extract* froni Appeals of Local 
Cuinniittees, duly autlientJcated. 



Distress is becoming daily 
more general ; some are 
eating the black seaweed. 

Great distress. 

One of the largest and poorest 
parishes in the diocese. 

The nnmber of destitute in- 
creasing from week to week. 

Great distress in oatlying 
districts. 

Every day matters are becom- 
ing worse. 

The state of things has cnl- 
minated in the most acute 
distress. 

Continually telegraphing to 
the Central Belief Commit- 
tee for aid. 

If we fail one week in reliev- 
ing, the consequences would 
be fearful. 

Distress daily increasing. 

Deep distress prevails in this 
parish. 

Widespread distress. 

The deepest distress prevails 
in this district. 

Considerable distress. 

Distress exists to a very con- 
siderable degree. 

Many apply for relief, but can- 
not be relieved from want of 
funds. 

The people here are in the 
greatest distress. 

Considerable distress. 

No employment; great dis- 
tress. 

Very many people in this par- 
ish in actual starvation. 

The poverty of the people is 
such, that if immediate steps 
be not taken to alleviate the 
distress, deaths from hungei 
must Ik) the imme liate re- 
sult. Distress attributable to 
almost total failure of the 
crops, reduction in the price 
of cattle and kelp, want of 
fuel, caused by ruins, reduc- 
tion in labour market of Eng- 
land and Scotland. Rental 
stated at £900 ; but one cow 
on the island ; pasture re- 
served for sheep. 

Destitution deep and wide- 
spread* 
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C0UNTIB8 

• 


D18TRICI8 


No. of Pcriouit 

in DiMtross, 

Flmt Local 

Estimate 


Latent Rot urn n of 

Numtxrin DiRtrom, 

March Ist. 


Extracts from Appeals of Local 
CummittecK, duly authenticated. 


DOWN 


Kilcoo 


800 


Mast increase 


Distress decidedly grave ; re- 
lief orgently requested. 


MONAGHAN 


Anyalla 


100 


Will increase 


External aid indispensably 
necessary. 




Aghabog 


250 


795 


Small farmers, generally ; 

suffering mnch from loss of 

crops. No credit. 
Small farmers and labourers. 












Aughamullen 


750 


Likely to increase 




West 






Faiilure of crops, and rents 
far too high. 




Castleblayney 




400 


In dire distress ; suffering 
every hardship that poverty 
and destitution can inflict. 




OonaghmoyDc 




500 






Drum 




650 


Fever of a virulent type has 
broken out from sheer want. 




Emyvale 


1000 


Will increase 


Distress real and widespread. 
People without food and 


• 








fuel. 




Kilmore and 


960 


Will increase 


Poverty here is most alarm- 




Drumsnat 






ing. 




Killeevin 


550 


592 


No com, no seed potatoes, 
no credit ; living: on half the 
necessary amount of food. 
Hundreds of poor starving 
people looking for assis- 
tance. 




Tydavnet 


150 


800 


Every shilling from every 
source exhausted. Thirty 
families to-day with not 
even a meal to help them. 




TuUycorbett 




900 


Small farmers and labourers ; 
failure of potato crop. 


TYRONE 


Ballygawley 

Corrickmore 
Clogher 


750 


1260 

1158 
9C0 


Small farmers ; farm la- 
bourers and their families; 
bad crops ; failure of pota- 
toes and fuel ; little or no 
employment. 




Dromore 


1750 


633 


Distress very general; no 
potatoes, no seed, or such 


« 








as if planted, will produce 
famine next year. 




Fintona 


2000 


1180 


Condition terrible to con- 
template; nuless prompt 
and generous assistance 
arrives, numbers will die of 
hunger. 




Gortin 


1200 


Will increase 


Great distress ; no fuel : no 
potatoes ; a miserably 
scanty oat crop; no credit 
with shopkeepers. 




Kildress 


1250 




Many in destitution; many 
small farmers in sore dis- 
tress, without even the 










necessaries of life. 
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COCMTIKfl 



TYRONE 



D18TSICT8 



No. of Person.' 

in DiHtrcfM. 

Firtit Local 

l-.stiniate. 



LatcKt Rctumii of 

NumtMT in DiMtrcM, 

Marcii 1st. 



Extracts from Appoa's of Ixical 
Committcct, duly authenticated. 



Ooiilgh 

Pomeroy 

Plambridge 

Trillick 



5^ 
300 

1700 

1260 



Likely to increase 
411 



Increasing 



Labonrers and artisans ; want 
of employment. 

Many families in great dis- 
tress ; no money, no creait, 
scarcity of food and fuel. 

Nearly all small farmers, 
very poor, and snffering 
ffreatly for fuel and food. 

MHJority small farmers and 
cottiers ; present distress 
owing to bad harvest and 
deficiency of employment. 



PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 



C0U2fTI«8 


Districts 


So. of Person 

in Distress, 

First I^K.ai 

Estimate. 


Latest Returns of 

Nuint)er in DistreM, 

Marcti Ist. 


Bxtracts from Appeals of Local 
Committees, duly authenticated. 


CLARE 


Bi^llyvaaghan 


1500 


1258 






Bodyke 


300 


733 


The poor of this parish, 
willing to work and 
ashamed to beg, have pat 
oft the evil day as long as 
possible. 




Broad ford 




377 






Ball in a and 




400 


Labonrers and small farmers 




Bohir 






in dire distress. 




Clondegad & 




1000 


No potatoes ; no employ- 




Kilchreest 






ment ; no credit. 




CI on lee and 


500 


700 


We are reluctantly com- 




Killurin 






pelled to make another 
appeal for a second grant, 
to enable these 173 poor 
families to tide over the 
next few weeks. 




Coolmeen 


1000 


1000 


I can safely say that 100 
people left my house yes- 
terday, noon, ready to fall 


















with hanger. 




Corofin 


1000 


2524 


I believe there is great and 
exceptional distress this 
year, and in some parts of 
the district absolute want 
of the necessaries of life, 
and also want of fuel. I 
have seen two cases lately 
in which I consider death 


















was accelerated by want of 
sufficient food and waimth. 












Clonlara 




170' 
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APPENDIX IX. 



Counties 



OLABE 



DisTSicre 



Xo. of Porwji 
in DiMrfHw. 
Flmt LocAl 
KitiiuAtc. 



I^toM Rrtnmn of 

Nnmber in Distress, 

Marcii Itt. 



RxtraetR from Appeals of Loral 
C'ommiU^Sf duly aathcnUcated. 



Carrickaholt 



Doolin 



Ennistjmon 
Ennis 

Feakle Lower 



1250 



1000 



Feakle Uppei 



Inagh 



Kilbaha 



2000 
2000 

1000 



1250 



1382 



2790 



750 



365 



350 



660 



Killeedy 
Kilfenora 



Killard 



Knock and 

Killimer 
Kilmaley 



Kilrush 



Kilshanny 



1200 
600 



1284 

300 
1000 



2000 



450 



900 



759 



880 



810 



1435 



514 



Likely to increase 



1726 



605 



The distress among the poor 
people is fefirfal, and a great 
many families mast starve if 
not immediately relieved. 

The scenes I witness, the 
stories I hear when in dis- 
charge of my duties as pastor 
of the district, I refrain from 
telling. 

Distress amongst the farmers 
is rapidly on the increase. 

A large number of artisans 
and tradesmen are famish- 
ing and unemployed. 

100 families of the labouring 
class are unemployed, and in 
danger of imminent destitu- 
tion, and also 150 families of 
small farmers in a state f&ht 
approaching to destitution. 

The whole population is suf- 
fering, and will continue 
to suffer for some time. 

With one exception, the land is 
owned by non-resident pro- 
prietors. 

148 families in a very need}' 
condition. Many, to my own 
personal knowledge, arc 
indeed in very sore distress. 

The small farmers are increas- 
ing in their demands for help, 
and it is almost impossible to 
conjecture when the assist- 
ance may be stopped. 

The people are now absolutely 
without food, and have no 
prospect of employment. 



Without money ; without 
credit; with starvHtion either 
actually present or threaten- 
ing in the near future. 

In no part of Clare is the distress 
so acute and so widespread as 
in this district of Kilrush. 

Morethanninetyfamiliesallin 
need of a kind and helping 
hand, some with huntj^er 
pangs at their hearts. Nay 
more ; poor fathers and mo- 
thers, in addition to their own 
sufferings, must behold what 
to them is even more heart- 
rending — the child of tender 
years, nay, the little infant, 
crying for food — even the 
poorest — and the little 
hungry mouth crying in vain. 
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C'OU.NTIM 



CLARE 



DWTRICTS 



Kilmacdaane 



Kilmihil 
Killuloo 

Ki!kce 



Kildysart 

Kilniurry- 
Ibrickaiie 



Laba8hee<)a 
Loop bead 
Liscannor 



Moneeu 

Miltown- 
Malbay 



So. of IVrsoii} 

ill DiKtrcfin. 

Firnt Liwnl 

KHtiiuatc. 



1000 



Lfitojit Retnnis of i 
XumlHT in Diiitrt'M, ' 
Mart h liit. 



KxtractH from Appoals of Local 
('onii»itt(*<>s, duly auttu'iiticatod. 



500 
1200 

700 



300 
1000 



500 
1000 



500 
1540 



Likely to ill crcaec 



1124 
9:^2 

1700 



693 
1240 



1704 

Likely to increa&e 

1198 



2114 



Newmarket- 
on- Fergus 

Ogonelloe 



Qain 

Buan 
Scar iff 



680 



365 



680 



500 
1250 



806 



Not likely 



474 



1065 
1035 



Appeal for immediate and 
timely aid to avert tbo 
inevitable and impend- 
ing destitution, pauperism, 
and ruin, that unhappily 
threaten. 

The destitution is very great 
in our district. 

Farmers and labourers; the 
former want seed, the latter 
employment. 

Relief works opened some 
weeks since by the Board 
of Guardians, which gave 
partial employment to 
many families, are now 
suddenly closed. 

Over 120 families clamouring 
for assistance. 

MoHt live on sea-coast and 
gain a living by the sea and 
from small patches of 
potatoes'; both sources have 
failed them. 



The distress here is very 
severe, and if assistance be 
not sent, many of my poor, 
patient, but sorely afflicted 
people must perish. 

All suffering from want of 
food. 

I have been witness to the 
poor of both sexes, with 
spades, re-digging the 
potato soil, searching from 
morn till night for the old 
small potatoes left or 
cx)vered by the diggers in 
the harvest. 

Chiefly labourers and small 
farmers. Distress cauped by 
bad harvests for three years 
past. 

All small farmers and 
labourers. Destitution at- 
tributed to depression in 
prices of all farm produce 
and inability of farmers to 
give employment. 

300 of these in utter destitu- 
tion, urging for assistance 
in the shape of clothing 
and seed potatoes. 

Actually starving ; crops 
failed ; no work. 

Small farmers and labourers ; 
no landlords residing in the 
parish ; failure of crops and 
want of employment. 
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COITNTIKS 


Din'BICTS 


So. of Persons 

In Distress, 

First Local 

EstimAte. 


Latest Returns of 

Number in Distress, 

March IsU 


Extracts from Appeals of Local 
Committees, duly authenticated. 


CLARE 


Six-mile- 


750 


Certain to in- 


Tradesmen and labourers ; 




bridge 




crease 


depression of trade, little 
or no employment, and 
failure of potato crop. 




TuUa (Union) 


620 


858 


Want of employment and 










failore of potato crop. 


CORK 


AlHbics 
Mine.H 

A gh ad own 
Ardfield 


2900 

600 
300 


Increasing 


Poor farmers, fishermen, and 
miners ; general want of em- 
ployment ; farmers poor, and 
paying fully 200 p t cent, 
over valuation ; sickness 
prevails, owing to want. 




Barryroe 


300 


1150 


Poor f].<ihermen and small far- 
mers ; in a state of destitu- 
tion, bordering on starvation. 




Bantry 


1500 


1118 


Poor fishermen and labourers ; 
in a sad state for clothing 
and fuel ; also suffering from 
want of food ; some going for 
days without even a meal. 




Bandon 


1000 




Principally tradesmen, who 
have been out of employ- 
ment for some time. Local 


















Committee working hard to 










relieve them. 




Buttevant 


400 


814 


Chiefly agricultural labourers ; 
no employment ; no fuel ; 
no credit. 












Ballynoe and 


1070 


950 


In great distress, and increas- 




Conna 






ing in intensity ; appealed to 
landlords, but with very lit- 
tle effect ; food required for 
the labourers, and seed for 
farmers. 




Ballincollig 


200 








Bally vourney 


1500 


Likely to increase 


Small farmers and labourers ; 
in terrible distress ; total 
failure of potato crop for 
last three years. 




Casbletown- 


500 


650 


Poor tradespeople and labour- 




Rocbe 






ers, who are suffering from 
the general depression. 




Castlohaven 


1600 


1073 


Small farmers and fishermen ; 




and Myross 






three bad harvests; prices 
of cattle, butter, Ac, very 
low last year; failure of 
potato crop. 




Caharagh 


1339 


1622 


Small farmers and labourers ; 
excessive rents, and failure 
of crops. 




Clondrohid 


2000 


1240 






Cloyne 


1200 


1471 


Farmers and labourers in dis- 
tress ; excessive renis ; the 
landlords of the farmers in 
distress are " Absentees ; ** 


• 








complete failure of crops. 
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CoUSTltH 


DiHTEKTA 


\o. of PerHoim 
in DiHtrcM, 
Flrnt I>»cal 
Kntimato. 


Lntoxt K^'tuniR of 

NuiiilM>r in DintrvM, 

Marcli iHt. 


ExtroctH from Appe iIh of I»caI 
Committcos, duly authenticated. 


CORK 


Carricktwo- 
biil 


800 




People very poor ; in a most 
pitiable state for want of clo- 
thing, bedding, and food. 




Clonmeen 


500 


800 ■ 


Poor fainners andlabonrcrs. 




Castletowii- 


llUO 


2232 


In a most abject state of dos- 
timtion ; without food, with- 




Berebaven 














out clothes, without seed. 




Cloiiakilty 


350 


Daily increasing) 


Farmers and labourers, desti- 
tute-through the failure of 
crops. 




Uastlelyons 


250 


474 


Labourers ; poor hoa Beholders 
and small farmers. , 




C'ourceys 


450 


560 


So pressing the distress that 
those who got orders for seed 
potatoes bogged for Indian 
meal instead ; all labourers 


















and poor small farmers; 










failure of crops and want of 








• 


employment. 




Clonmoylo 


100 


590 


Lnbourers and small farmers ; 
total failure of potato crop. 




Clontcad and 


150 




Labourers, who are destitute 




JJiiUynamotte 






owing to poverty of farmers. 
Not a single rcdiaent landlord 




Dritnolcaffue 


500 


1313 




•fcj 






in the district, and only one 










of them giving work ; failure 










of cropi and want of employ- 










ment. 




Drumtariffe 


1000 


1570 


Distress caused by failure of 
croj)s and closing of collier- 
ies and flour mill. 












I^nnj^onmey 


6i 


381 


In extreme distress. 




Doucruiio 


400 


820 


Labourers and very few small 
farmers ; failure of crops and 
want of employment. 




Dun man way 


2200 








Kyories 


15U0 








(ileng?«riff 




414 






CJoleeii 


2000 


Increasing 


Small farmers and fishermen ; 
failure of cntps : exoibitant 
rents. Typhus fever has 
b. oken out, and is on the in- 
crease. 




Glonntane 


1500 


536 


Small farmers and labinrers; 
three bit d seasons; no turf; 
no credit at banks or shops ; 
very liitle employment. 




InnishanBon 




600 


•r m 9f 




Inchigeela 


535 


1372 


G reat majority farm labourers ; 
failure of crops and want of 
employment. 




Kanturk 


1250 








Kilmurry 


120) 








Kilbehenny 


400 








Killbrittain 


6(A) 


336 


Failure of crops and want of 
emphiyment ; small farmers 
and labourers. 




Kilmeen and 


1500 


1440 


Labourers, tradesmen, and 




CastleveutT}' 






small farmers. Distress 
owing to failure of crops 
and want of employment. 
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CorjiTiE* 



DiffTKlCTt 



\tK of Penoni 
in DiMtr«^M. 
Fir«t L/ical 



Lite«t RrtariH of I 
Nom^ifr ill IM«trrM. , 
Maixh IM. 



Extract* fnmi Appeals of Liicai 
Coiiunit««ft. dnlv antb<>iiticatnl. 



COEK 



I 



Kcnneigb, 
Ballvmonev, 
and Desert-, 
serges 



500 



805 



Kilcorney 



Kilworth 



Kilcaskin 



Kingwilliams- 
tuwu 



Kilnamartyr 
Kilmicbael 



Kilmacabea 
Kinsule 
Killavullan 
Killdorrery 

LiscarroU 



Meelin, West 



Milford 
Mitchelstown 



1250 



500 



1309 



700 



400 



600 
750 
600 



500 



300 



1350 
500 



345 



1000 



1126 



660 



549 
946 



1500 

1000 

551 

400 



1000 



Most of these people woald 
nitber saccamb to star^^- 
tion than complain; they 
have, consequently, saf- 
fered their pinching priva- 
tions so long, without a 
marmar, that loth their 
forbearance and bodily 
powers of saffering are 
fally exhnasted. 

Some of these are farmers, 
who are as mach in need 
of relief as the inmates of 
the Workhoase; bad har- 
vests and want of employ- 
ment. 

Disti'ess general and serere. 
The small farmers have no 
seed to sow this Spring. 

The people abhor relief, and 
woald mach rather work 
for their living. Failure 
of potato crop and bad 
Land Laws the immediate 
cause of distress. 

Labourers ; cause of their 
present destitution is having 
to pay exorbitant rents fur 
houses not fit for human 
beings to live in ; and for 
gardens in which potatoes 
did not, of late years, grow. 
As to the poor farmers, high 
rents and unfavorable crops 
were tbe causes of their dis- 
tress, and the number of 
this class will increase before 
next August. 

Failure of potato crop and 
want of employment. 

Labourers, in most cases, 
suffering from want of em- 
ployment. 



Small farmers, tradesmen & 
labourers; failure of crops 
and want of employment. 

Our small farmers are quite 
as destitute as the labourers, 
because they are in debt 
and cannot get food on 
credit. 

More than 100 families on 
tbe very verge of starvation. 
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COUSTIKS 



DiATBicra 



No. of Person 

ill Dint resit. 

First L«>cal 

Estimate. 



Latest Returns of 

Number in Distruss, 

Marcli 1st. 



Extracts from Appeals of Local 
Committees, duly autlienticated. 



CORK 



Mallow 



Mocroom 



Millstreet 

Ovens 

RoBcarberry 



Skibbereen 
Convent 



2500 



485 



Skibbereen 



Sbandmm 
Schall 

Tall i1 ease 
Timoleagae 



Tnllagb and 
Islands of 
Capo Clear 
and Sberkin 

Youghal 



1500 



200 



4000 



600 
5000 



200 
720 



fiikel J to increase 



1163 



1000 

560 

1500 



1325 



1325 



1086 

Likely to increase 
considerably 



290 



856 



1724 



Enable ns to avert from 
hundreds, daring the com- 
ing months, the awfal suf- 
ferings of hanger and cold. 

There is a ^eat namber of 
families laid op in fever, 
which is a cause of great 
distress. 



It is calculated to drive me 
into sickness the tales of woe 
coming into my kitchen. 

The poor people are all com- 
ing to ns, starvation de- 
picted in their looks, and 
the bitterest tales of woe. 
We are hearing hourly 
enough to soften the hardest 
hearts. 

Miserable,overcrowded hovels, 
where want of proper food — 
especially now — and bad air, 
and tattered, scanty, anti- 
quated clothing, all t^nd to 
the production of fevers of a 
low type. 

Without employment; with- 
out food; without credit. 
There is no work carried on 
in the district ; the poor 
have not a shilling to earn. 

The children will not go to 
school, being hungry and 
almost naked. The old 
and infirm are in dire 
distress, and would rather 
starve than enter the work- 
house. 



In addition to the immediate 
want of food, the poor 
farmers require to be 
supplied with seed — both 
potato and com — in order 
to be in a position to plant 
their ground. If this want 
is not supplied, the land 
must go unlilled, and the 
consequence will be another 
famine next year, as, I well 
remember, the same thing 
occurred in 1847. 



U 
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AFPEVDrX IX. 



rOT7«TIM 



DwTm:«T* 



K*riLj It-. 



X.ir.a I ft. 



EttrH:t« frnm Appeal* of LocaI 
(.'"CimiiCrei. duly auth**ntlC4rtrd. 



KERRY 



A i\na>canl 



Arrlfert 
Ballyhorgan 

BalljIongfoH 



Brofma 



Bean fort 



V/jO 



2120 



182.=> 
2W 

6*>} 



600) 



1400 



2148 
1617 



2000 



1230 



Bonane 



Ballydnff and 
Causeway 



Balljmacclli- 
got 



^0 



1880 



2000 



Most likely to in- 
ci*caso 

1923 



1800 



BuUybnnion 



Ballyhoigno 



3500 



600 



2028 



1440 



The distress existing here at 
present is so intense and 
widespread that almost in- 
numernljle people roast ne- 
cessarily peri>h of hunger, 
unle:>a we can procure them 
some Ti-rr substantial aid. 

m 

This locality is in dire dis- 
tress at thi^ moment. 

During the past week we have 
reliefed 1,^593 souls, all in 
dire ditttress. 

On yesterday I forwarded 
to the Registrar-General, 
acconiing to order, the 
particulars of a case of 
unequivocal starvation, in 
which death endued. Theie 
is no food, no fuel, no 
clothing. 

Many of them are in extreme 
want, and would almost 
rather die of starvation 
than abandon those littlo 
cabius in which they first 
saw the light, and felt once 
happy and contented. 

Not one resident gentleman 
— not even one wealthy 
man — in the parish. 

Some of our people are long 
since depending on turnips 
and salt for their only sus- 
tenance, while others have 
eaten their seed potatoes, or 
sold them to keep away the 
bailiff. 

From the 15th of October to 
the r2th of January no em- 
ployment whatever was 
given to them, and tho 
natural consequence was, 
that they were obliged to 
pawn and sell everything 
they possessed to ward off 
the pangs of hunger ; and 
at this moment scarcely 
an article of wearing 
apparel or of bed-clothing 
is to be found in their 
homes. 

Labourers and cottiers ; want 
of work and failure of 
crops. 

Farmers and labourers in 
great distress ; want of food 
and clothing, also of seed. 
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CouimM 



DiSTBIGTS 



No. of Penonsi 

in DUtreM, 

Flnt Local 

Estimate. 



Latest Retnrns of 

NumlxT in Distreaa, 

March 1st. 



Kxtracts from Appeals of Local 
Committees, duly authenticated. 



KERRY 



Castleg^regory 



1600 



Carrins 
Castlemaine 



Caherdaniel 



Castleisland 



Caherciveen 



Doagh 
Dingle 



Dromod 



800 
2000 



1500 



2172 



1099 
1893 



1090 



2500 



10,000 



247a 



Not likely 



550 
336 



1120 



All entirely depending on 
charity, a good many 
familiee eating their seed 
potatoes, and will, of neces- 
sity, be soon appealing for 
relief, so that in a few weeks 
Four Hundred families will 
be without bread or work. 

Small farmers and labourers ; 
failure of crops; no work. 

EVesent destitution to be 
attributed to poor and dear 
holding, little employmenii, 
and failure of crops. 

Small farmers and labourers ; 
failure of potato crop ; low 
price of butter; total ab- 
sence of demand for store 
cattle; also bad fishing 
season. 

Investigations into the con- 
dition of these people have 
revealed that hundreds are 
endurincc terrible priva- 
tions for want of bed- 
ding and clothing. The 
wretched rags worn during 
the day are the only cover- 
ing they have for niffht, 
and the children are eitner 
obliged to remain away 
from the schools, for want 
of clothing, or go half- 
naked when they are at- 
tracted by the prospect of 
getting some food. 

Small farmers and labourers ; 
succession of bad harvests; 
low price of cattle and butter 
(the staple support of the 
people); failure of potato 
crop ; stoppage of all credit ; 
want of employment, and 
failure of fianeries. 

The larger number are far- 
mers, labourers, fishermen 
and poor widows and others, 
contriving to keep house. 

Distress general, owing to 
failure oc crops; depression 
in price of cattle, butter,' 
piffs, &0n No other parish 
in Ireland contains so much 
barren and waste land. 
The smaller farmers have 
consumed their seed pota- 
toes, and are now in danger 
of starving, when they 
should be sowing their 
crops. 
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APPENDIX IX. 



COUXTIU 



DisTmicTt 



!i tu.'ZT'\ I-*"" """n.. of 
Fir., ti:^ J*"""""' '» •"«'•". 
ErtUite ■ M.rchl... 



Extracts from Appeals of I^ical 
CommhtMs, duly aatbentlcated. 



KERRY 



Ferriter 
Dinglo 



I 



2000 



2769 



Firics and 
Bally bar 



Glenbeigb, 
Ilosbeigh 



Imilngbmorc 



250 



2000 



Kilgarran 



idOO 



1000 



2000 



1813 



421 



Kilgobbin 



Keiimare 



300 



Kilcnmin 



422 



3936 



750 



Kilorglynn 



Killecntierna 
Kilflyn 



Killagba and 
Barraduff 



1098 



5000 



359 



4000 



1099 
386 



1060 



The word "distress" Terr 
inade^aateij describes tho 
sitaaiion and sidEariiig of 
many and many a family 
here. They are safferini; 
from that most bratalising of 
feelings to which hnmanity 
is subject — the gnavring of 
hunger. Fancy nithers and 
mothers goin^ to bed sapper- 
less, that their children may 
have something left to star 
the pangs of banger; ana, 
after all this self-sacrifice, 
these children withoac any 
food for 24 hoars. 
Small farmers ; their destita- 
tion is to be attributed in a 
great measure to too high 
rents and bad harvests; tho 
labourers cannot obtain em- 
ployment from farmers. 
The majority small farmers; 
failure of crops ; no credit ; 
no reduction inrents^and no 
employment for labourers. 
Small furmera and fishermen ; 
failure of crops, low prices of 
butter, and failure of fisher- 
ies. 
No emplovment ; no local aid ; 
no resident landlord in the 
whole district ; no credit to 
be got; the very seed has 
been eaten. 
General distress ; not only re* 
quires present assistance, 
but seed to sow. 
Small farmers, artisans, and 
labourers, whose destitution 
is owing to the failure of tho 
potato crop and depreciation 
in value of cattle. 
Small farmers, labourers and 
servants; destitution, owing 
to failure of crops and want 
of employment. 
Distress general and severe ; 
farmers and labourers ; fail- 
ure of crops, and almost no 
assistance from landlords. 



Chiefly labourers, suffering 
from bad harvests and want 
of emplo} ment ; must starve 
if not relieved by Committee. 

Tradesmen and labourers ; in 
want of food, clothing, and 
seed potatoes. 
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Counties 



DiMTKICTS 



No. of Fer»oii8 
ill DistrcM, 

KHtiui.-itv. 



Lito^t Returns of 

Niuuhor in Distress, 

Marcli iHt. 



Kxtroctf from Appeals of Local 
Commir.ocfc, duiy authenticated. 



KERRY" 



fiistowel 
Mill town 



Newtx)wn- 
Sands 



O'Dorneyand 

Killaban 
Portmagee 



750 
3000 



1006 
1975 



1300 



800 
590 



Rathmoro 



Snecm 



Spa 
Tuosist 



2500 



2000 



Templenoo & 
Tahilla 



Tralee 



800 



830 



Increasing 



1626 



800 
Likely to increase 



500 



3000 



Increasing 



Not likely 



Distress general and severe ; 
300 girls attended the Nans* 
School; many of them re- 
ceive breakfast ; no employ- 
ment for labourers, and usual 
depression. 

These people in dire distress 
for want of food and cloth- 
ing; out of 800 children who 
were attending school, one 
hal f are now unable to attend, 
owing to their want of cloth- 
ing. 



Many are partly farmers and 
fishermen ; and a great 
number are depending solely 
on fishing for support. Total 
failure of potatoes and small 
take of fish. No cred i t. 

Cottier labourers on Earl of 
Kenmare's estate. Total loss 
of potato crop, on which 
they staked their all. 

Condition that of labourers. 
The barrenness of the soil 
in this district, all of which 
is either moorland, bog, or 
mountain. The pernicious 
system of rack-renting, and 
failure of crops. 

Small farmers and labourers ; 
their destitution is easily 
accounted for by the failure 
of the potato crop, want of 
employment, and the lack 
of nsh in the harbour. 

Very small farmers, holding 
under middlemen, whose 
leases have lately expired ; 
fishermen have had a very 
bad season this last year; 
and a floating population 
of old women, who earned 
a livelihood by spinning, 
living with their relatives, 
who are now compelled to 
turn them out in conse- 
quence of their own neces- 
sities. 

Chiefly the labouring classes 
{many artisans), out of 
employment ; distress gene- 
ral and severe. 



^f 



■-•U 



LIMERICK 




:».'•} 



»:% 



IJv 



&» 



I Abc€jf«»Ie 



AtheA 

RAllTBeerj 

Braf 



Cappanore 



Cafitleconnell 

ChapelRaseell 

Caherconluh 



ClonlaTa 



Drumcollag- 

her and 
Broadford 

Effin 
Feenagh and 

Kilmeedy 
Fidamore 



Olin 



nx 



K4 



»»» 



1^. 



19M> 



200 



1110 



1149 



2(K) 



200 



700 



900 
500 

1000 



150 



391 
407 



170 



982 



300 



1347 




the 
pocacn 



Culm of 

ire 



Una 



iitj. 

BO 



ui tkis loealitj. 
: in inten- 
Bo credk, 
dothisif for 
CIV children, and 
their aeei 



Small CwBcn asd laboaren; 
failne of mpa ; loss of 
9tmr€ktj of tmel, with 
t of csployaieni. 
Small fmrncia and laboaren ; 
fiailara of crops and no em- 
ployment. 



I^rgelT of ]abo«rin|r elaaa, 
for wkom there is at present 
no employment in thia 
neigfaboarkood ; iailare of 
potatoes and h^^ness of 
harresl generally. 

Wetness of last year caosed 
torf-making, which was 
chief employment, to be 
abandoned ; Cumers too 
poor to giTe employment ; 
little affricaliare, district 
notsnitMls. 



Labourers chieiy, and a 
few tradespeople; distress 
cansed by want of employ* 
ment. 

Small farmers and labourers ; 
the previous bad seseon and 
want of employment. 

Labonrers, with some trades- 
men and a few small land- 
holders ; had harrests and 
no employment. 



Want of employment for 
labourers and loss of crops 
last harvest. 

Agricultural labourers, arti- 
sans. The destitution may 
be attributed to want of 
employment, stagnation of 
business, failure of orops« 
and low prices. 
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f'oUNTIK.S 



DIHTRICT8 



No. of PcrHOIlR 
in DintroM. 
Fimt luteal 
Estimate. 



L.itORt Rcturnn of 

Nuiutior in Dhtresii, 

March 1st. 



Extract* from Appoalit of Local 
Couimitevs, duly authvuticatcd. 



LIMERICK 



TirPERAR^ 



Islandmore 
Kilmallock 



Kilcolman 
Kilecdy 



Knocklong & 
Cflenbrohniu* 
Kijockaderry 
& Clowncogli 
L'>ii;;liill and 
Bullyhahill 

Mahoonagh 
& Fohenagb 

Newcnetle- 
West 

Pallusgrcen 



Ratbkcale 



Tournafulla 



Annacarty 



Ardfinan 
Balliiiahincb 

& Killocully 
Bally porcen 
Borrisolcigb 

and Ibeigb 
Cappawhite 



Castletown- 
Arra 



60 

400 



300 



500 



128 



500 



400 



950 



100 



Not likely 
400 



629 
650 



366 
350 
830 

261 
400 
Increasing 



297 



1062 



462 



300 
1000 



1600 
200 

200 



Not likely to io 
crease 
1497 



890 



398 



La bearers in want of employ- 
ment. 

Labourers ; dt^stitation caused 
by saccessive bad barvests 
and tbe consequent inability 
of tbe farmers to give em- 
ployment. 

Small farmers and labourers ; 
almost total failure of all 
crops tbis year ; witb little 
or no employment. 



Most of these |)eople incapable 
of work ; those who are able 
cannot procure employment. 



Destitution owing to loss of 
potato crop and the inability 
of farmers to give work or 
charity. 

Labourers and poor tradesmen 
with large families, and a 
general want of employment. 

Small farmers and labourers ; 
bad harvests for past three 
years ; total failure of potato 
crop last year, and want of 
employment for labourers. 

Labourers and a few small 
farmers, shoemakers and 
tailors. Depression of times, 
failure of crops and want of 
employment. 



A large number of labourers 
waited on the P.P. tbe day 
before for employment. 

One poor woman he atteirded 
on her dying bed avowed to 
him that she was dying from 
cold caught in endeavouring 
to obtain afew turnips, which 
had been left behind bv a far- 
mer, for her starving iamily . 
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ComT 



I/V/- 



v/'/» 



/I. 



o^(9 



/....■*•■ 



. iV.'ii*'''^' 



.>nl*'' 









«■•- 






5^ 






•IH' 



Extract* fmni AppoAN of I»r.il 
C'ummlttvet, duly authfii k*Jt*^l. 






I 



j^ilcommon 



Liflinane 
Lorrha 



Longhmore& 

Castloranj 
Nonagh 



Ncwbirming- 

hum 
Silvcrmiues 



Teiiiplederry 



Temple more 

&> Killia 
Teinpletiiohy 

and Moyiie 
Tiibrid 
Too ma vara 



000 I Likely to increase 



300 



250 



600 
395 



350 
2945 



400 



364 

197 



The diRtross is still very preat ; 
fiirmcrs holding 20 or 30 
acres of mountain land, 
under cover of night, cam 3 
down to our chairmar, apply- 
ing for an order for Indiai 
meal, to keep their children 
from starving. 

Labourers ; want of work for 
the past two or three months. 

Laliourers chiefly with largo 
families, and poor cottiers; 
failure of potatoes and no 
work. 



400 



300 



200 
1000 



800 



1500 
150 
400 



Likely to increase 



650 



1000 



788 

350 

420 
470 



Small farmers and labourer.^ ; 
present distress is owin<^ to 
the failure of the potato crop, 
the wet summer, and refusal 
of shopkeeners to give credit. 

Agricultural labourers ; web 
seasons, failni*e of potato crop 
and want of employment. 

Small farmers and labourers ; 
failure of crops, and want of 
employment. 



Labourers and tradesmen ; 
suffering from depression of 
the times, failure of crops, 
and want of employment. 



Small farmers and labourers. 
Their destitution is owing to 
rack-i*ents, closing of mine- 
works and failure of potato 
crop. 

Principally labourers and 
their families. The destitu- 
tion is caused by failure of 
potato crop land want of em- 
])loyment, urging the neces- 
sity to supply seed to the 
labourers, who cannot other- 
wise get any. 



Tradesmen and labourei-s in 
need of employment. There 
are many aged and infirm 
mnch in need. 
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COUXTIKS 



Districts 



No. of PcTHonn 

in DlHtrcsn, 

FirHt Local 

KstiiimU'. 



Latest Roturiia of 

Numhor In DiHtress, 

March Ist. 



Extracts from Appoalf of Loc il 
Committees, duly authenticated. 



TIPPERARY 



WATl!:UFOill) 



Two-mile- 
Borris 



Ardiuore 



Ballylaneen & 
Graigsho- 
ncen 

Clashmore & 
Kinsalebeg 

Cappoquin 

Dud gar van 



KilroBsanty 
and FewB 



Kill, Knock, 
mahon and 
Bonmahon 



Passage East 
Portlaw 
Rossmyre 
Stradbally 

Tallow 



Tramore 



700 



600 



40 



600 
2600 



500 



800 



760 



1600 



600 



600 



80 
400 
470 
350 

800 



900 



640 



808 



360 

Not likely to in- 
crease 



871 



Labourers and cottier tenants 
whose destitution is attribu- 
ted to want of ordinary em- 
ployment, failure of crops, 
and scarcity of turf, on which 
many of our cottier tenants 
depend. 

Some of these were tolerably 
independent, but are now 
sufferiDg— principally from 
failure of potato crop and 
want of employment. 



Great majority labourers ; 
some tradesmen. Chief 
cause of distress, inability 
of farmers and traders to 
give ( mployment. 

Principally labourers, who 
are now unable to obtain 
employment from farmers, 
who are themselves sufiPering 
from general depression. 

Farm labourers and miners. 
Destitution owing princi- 
pally to the closing of 
Knockmahon M ines and 
general depression. 



Mechanics and labourers. 
Destitution attributable to 
general depression and want 
of employment. 

Small farmers, fishermen, 
mechanics and labourers ; 
sufiPering from general de- 
pression. 
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APPENDIX IX. 



PROVlJsCE OF LEIXSTEU. 



COCXTIBS 


DlSTBICTS 


No. of IVrsoiii 

in l)I«treii«, 

First Locil 

K .titiuitc. 


1 

Lnti>flt RoturnK of 
i NuinlxT in Difltrcss, 
1 March iRt. 


Extract* fnmi AppnU of Ijncn.] 
CummittccB, duly authenticuteii. 


DUBLIN 


GloiicuUen 


250 


250 




KILDMIE 


Kniitstown 


00 


i<;i 


Small farmers ; loss of crops. 




Kilmeiiguo 


500 


653 


Small farmers ; loss of crops. 




Kilda.o 


100 


Not likely to 
increase 


The poor people cling to their 
cabins, fearful thnt if they 
give them np, others will 
take them, and that when 
they are enabled (if ever) to 
leave the Union, they will 
find themselves tramps, and 
be looked upon as degraded. 


KILKENNY 


Robcrtstown 
district 




653 






Galmoy 


500 


224 


From the poverty of the dis- 
trict we have been unable to 
make np any money for the 
relief of tho poor, and all 
our landlords are non- 
resident. 




MiiUinavat 




400 






Urlingford 


460 


526 


No public efforts have been 
made owing to the depressed 
state of tho farmers and 
traders, and the scarcity of 
gentry living in the district. 




Johnstown 


272 


329 


Labourers principally ; failure 
of crops. 




Kilkenny 


1500 




Tradesmen and labourers ; 
want of work. 


KINGS Co. 


Clonsast and 
ClonboUogue 
Kinnetty 
Sbiurone 




300 

300 
375 






Tullamore 


70 


Not likely to 
increase 




LO.NGl'OUI) 


A bbcy lai^ 

Roiilahy 

Cloiibroney 


700 
400 
500 




No resident landlords. 




Columbkill 


600 


1064 






Dromluramon 


^250 


658 






a'.d Knock- 










duff 




• 






Drumlish 


1000 


1750 


Up to tho present, landowners 
have not given us any money 
for the destitute on their 
estates. 




Edgeworths- 




300 






towu 










Granard 


450 


1400 






Killashco 


1000 


524 






Killoo 




1440 






Lanesboro' 




500 






Newtown- 


600 


321 


Employment expected, but 




Cashel 






has not been given , 150 
families living not on their 
seed potatoes (for they arc 
all consumed), but on their 


^ 








rotton notatops 
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COIJXTIES 



Districts 



No. of Pcrsonsi 

in DiiitrosK, 

Pi nit Local 

Kfltlnuite. 



Latest Returns of 

Numhor in DlMtreM, 

March 1st. 



Kxtrnctn from Appe.i'K of JaxoI 
Coionilttccs, duly authc-nticated. 



LOUTH 



MEATH 



QUEEN'S Co. 



Inniskcen 



Faaghart 



AVESTMEATH 



Drumraney 

Glasson 

Moate 

Mayno 

Mullingar 



WEXFORD Bathowen 



Carlingford 



Oldcastle 
Kilbride and 

Killeagh 
Ballickmoyler 

Bor.-in-Ossory 
Clonaslee 
Durrow 
Killesheir 

Mountmellick 
Rath down ey 
& Kathsaraii 
Bosenallis 

Athlone 
(St Peter's 
and Dram) 

St. Mary's 
Ballinacargy 
OastlepoUard 
Collins town 



WICKLOW 



CAR LOW 



Gorey 



Monomolin 
Arklow 



Ovooa 
Carlow 



1300 



500 



1250 



800 
1300 

750 



550 



Certain to in- 
crease 

Likely to increase 



Will increase 



480 
800 



350 
250 



758 
160 
200 



300 
800 



260O 



750 
800 

Likely to increase 

400 

424 

400 

500 
1000 
10.0 

269 

Likely to increase 



935 
200 

Likely to increase 



400 
300 

140 
1200 



254 



70 
2850 



150 
2000 



600 
Tiikeiy to increase 



Small farmers and labourers ; 
extreme destitntion ; want of 
fuel ; no employment. 

Small farmers and labourers. 
Destitution owing to want 
of employment for labourers, 
and total failure of potato 
ci*op, and great deficiency in 
all other crops. 

Small farmcn*, agricultural 
labourers, fidhormen, failure 
of potato crop, and two last 
bad fishing seasons. 

Oar people are in great dis- 
tress. 

No public or other subscrip- 
tions have been made. 



Relief g;ven by private indi- 
viduals. 

The applications received this 
day reveal an amount of 
destitution greater than was 
anticipated. 



I can assure vou, from sad 
experience, that fearful dis- 
tress prevails here amongst 
the laoourers and very small 
farmers. 



The labouring class and small 
farmers are in great dis- 
tress, owing to the want of 
agriculture in the district. 

Deep and widespread distress 
prevails in the district. 

Every local means has been 
taxed, and has been found 
inadequate to relieve the 
present distressed state of 
these poor people. 

The continued bad weather 
and the dangerous state of 
oar harbour, are keeping oar 
poor fishermen idle. 
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PROVINCE OF COx\NAUGHT. 



CoUXTIES 



Districts 



No. <»f PiTnons 

ill DistrcKK, 

First Locil 

Kstiniito. 



Latest Roturim of 

NumtK'r in Dintress, 

MArch, Int. 



Extracts from Appeal* of lAycA. 
Cumraittces, duly authenticated. 



GALWAY 



I 



Abbeygormi- 
can and Kil- 
loran 

Abbey knock- 
moy 



Aagbrim 
Ardrahan 



Ahascragh 
Athenrv 
Arraa fslands 



Annaghdown 
Boffin & Shark 

Balljmoe 

Balllnasloe 
BallinderreeD 

Bebagh 

Belclare 
Convent of 
Mercy, Gorl 

Convent of 
MercVjGalwa} 
Clifaen (rural 
parish) 



Clifden (town 
district) 



Carabane 
Clarenbridge 

Caltra 

Cappard 

Carua 



2000 



750 
1000 



1600 

800 
1000 

500 

1200 
1000 

1000 

350 

SOOchildrcn 
2000 



677 



2756 



259 
1000 



852 
1480 
2000 



1039 
1255 

955 

1197 
876 

935 

864 
Not likely 



6000 



755 



40 
3500 



Will be greatly 
increased 



6230 



1200 
849 

750 

4720 



Nearly starving. Landlords 
principally absentees. No 
employment. Some have 
died of fever caused by 
starvation. 

Very poor; no hope save in 
assistance from Committee. 

Intensity of distress likely to 
increase; bad harvests and 
want of employment. 



Total loss of crops and failure 
of fisberies, causing intense 
and widespread destitution. 

Potato blight cause of desti- 
tution. 

Failure of fisheries and potato 
crop ; distress intense and 
widespread. 

Very poor tenant-farmers and 
labourers ; failure of crops ; 
no employment. 

Depending almost entirely on 
ex<^emal aid. 

Pressing for larger grants on 
account of the terrible des- 
titution. 

People very poor. Failure of 
crops and low price of cattle, 
cause of distress. 

Tradesmen and their families 
— no employment. Nut re- 
lieved by other Committees. 

These children are depending 
on the Nuns for daily food. 

Principally depending on 
work in Scotland and 
fisheries ; both sources un- 
productive last year. 

With very few exceptions, the 
entire population is reduced 
to the same level of poverty, 
caused by bad harvests, the 
insecurity of tenure, and 
utter collapse of credit. 

Hope that public works will 
commence soon ; if so, half 
this number will be re- 
lieved. 

Many hundreds must have 
died of starvation but for the 
aid of the Mansion House 
Committee. 
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CousTiKa 



GALWAY 



Districts 



No. of Porw>iis 

in DiHtrcMH, 

First Local 

Kstimuto. 



Latest Returns of 

Nnint>cr in Distress, 

Marcli 1st. 



Extracts from Appeals of Local 
Committees, duly anthcnticatcd. 



Casbcl 
Craughwell 



Cummer 
Caherlistrane 



Cloubnr 



1750 
300 



1000 
2000 



3500 



Clonghoola &> 
Derrybrien 

Claddagh 



Castlegar 



Claregalway 

Clifden Con 
veut 



1800 



1500 



300 



1152 
666 

4200 



2000 



Clonbeme 

Cru sheen 

and Melick 
Duumore 



Djsart and 
Taughboy 

Donery 

Errismore 



Ey recourt and 

Fahy 
Fob en a gh and 

Killaro 



750 



320cbildren 
20faniilies 
iu wbicli 
there i^ 
sickness & 
30 fami- 
lies of re- 
spcctuble 
reduced 
people 
2U00 



6000 

500 

1000 
300 

150 
400 



1000 



1155 



1709 



1422 



1018 
1300 
3093 

1450 

1080 
4000 

200 



Hunger, distress, and disease 
actually exist liere. 

Potatoes run out ; no credit in 
bank or shop; every day 
reveals a new horror in the 
catalogue of suffering. 

Will have to live for the next 
five months on Indian meal. 

Distress growing intensely. 
Small tenants of pour and 
unproductive soil. 

Dependent on the produce of 
lands lying entirely among 
high mcuntains. Their pre- 
sent distress is owing to 
failure of crops and de- 
pression in the price of 
Htock. 

Mountainous district; terrible 
distress ; urging for further 
grant. 

Poor people in very wretched 
condition ; failure of 

fisheries, and want of em- 
ployment. 

In direst distress and want of 
food. Hundreds surround- 
ing honse of P P., piteously 
asking for assistance. 

Absolute destitution, unless 
immediately relieved ; ap- 

E ailing consequences may 
e antic^pated. 
These children are fed and 
clothed, and the sick and 
other families are in great 
distress, and entirely de- 
pendin|{ on charity. 



In deep distress ; no seed for 
com or potatoes. 



In terrible destitution, 
amounting to actual starva- 
tion. 

In very great distress ; half 
naked, with little or no bed 
covering ; children in rags. 

In frightful distress, border- 
ing on starvation. 

Small farmers and fishermen ; 
failure of crop and kelp 
making. 
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C011CTIB8 



OALWAY 



Districts 



No. of Perwnf j^,,^,^ Rrtunw of 

March 1st. 



First Local 
Estimate. 



Extracts from Appeals of Loeal 
Committees, duly antlienticated. 



Glenamaddy 



Glinsk 



Garbally 



Gort 



Head ford 



Invem 
Kilkerrin 



Kilmadcena A 
KilUBteskil 
Kilconnell 
Kiltormer & 
LaDrence- 
town 
Kilthomas 
Kilbeaconty 



Kilcbrcest 



3000 



1500 



300 



1150 



1750 



4000 



Killyon and 
Killororan 



1700 



1675 



Will daily in- 
crease 



Increasing 



1638 



4430 
1146 



750 

350 
600 



35 
350 



1375 



1500 



Killererin 
Kilmacdaagb 
& Kiltarion 

KiltuUagb 



870 



100 



356 



1400 



3359 



UP9 
1432 



Increasing 



Poor soil ; total fnilare of 
crops ; no employment in 
England nor at nome. 

Small farmers, ][Miying exorbi- 
tant rents ; failure of crops, 
and people now onl^r sared 
from starvation by assistance 
from Committee. 

Actually starvinff, and doable 
tbe number will be in the 
same condition in a very 
short time. 

Sufferings of the people in* 
tense ; small farmers, trades- 
men, and labourers ; failure 
of crops ; no employment ; 
some actually starving. 

Widespread distress ; depend- 
ing on the charity of the 
Committee. 

General and extreme destitu- 
tion, bordering on starva- 
tion. Only a few landlords 
in the district, and their 
sympathy with the suffering 
poor is not of a very hi^h 
order. Tbe good laud is in 
the ownership of mniers, 
the people living on the worst 
and most unfruitful parts. 



Twenty additional families, 
at least, will require assist- 
ance, owing to the general 
failure of the potato crop. 

Struggling farmers ; failure 
of potatoes and rot in sheep ; 
external aid urgently re- 
qaired. 

The people are living in a 
state of slow starvation ; 
nearly naked ; no bed 
clothes, or of the most 
squalid description. 

Very many of them actually 
starving, and destitution 
daily increasing. 

The small farmers are running 
out of their stock of provi- 
sions, and will soon be asking 
for relief, together with 
many aged and infirm now 
being relieved. 
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Counties 


Districts 


No. of Pornons 
in Dixtn***, 

FlFHt I-HK^ 

Edtiiuatc. 


Lnteflt Koturns of 
Niuulior in DistreM, 
March 1st. 


Extracts from Appe.i'ii of laical 
Cummittocs, duly authenticated. 


GALWAY 


Killalaffhton 
ana 


400 


1410 


Sm.iU farmers and labourers 








suffering from loss of potato 




Kilreecle 






crop. 
Would prefer work to cbarity ; 




Kilconla and 


582 


1770 




Kilbannon 






assisting none but those in 
absolute want. 




Killimore 


300 


381 


The worst has yet to come ; 
no food, no employment, no 
credit. 




Killannin 


1200 


Sure to increase 


Wretchedly poor; small hold- 
ings and exorbitant rents : 
compelled, from want of 
funds, to refuse relief to 


















many who require it. 




Killecn 


2500 


1122 






Kin vara 


1500 


2275 


In absolute want of food and 
clothing ; total failure of 
crops. 




Killesoobe & 


1990 


1209 


Famine is now upon the land ; 




Mculoagh 


■ 




great distress on a property, 
one of the richest in the 
parish, where the owner is 
neither giving work nor re- 




Lacka 


400 




lief. 




Letterfrack 


1750 


3540 






Longbrea 


1320 


1197 


Extreme distress ; no resour- 
ces ; depending on Mansion 
House Committee. 












Leenane 


560 


1227 


Small tenants, on bog farms, 
suffering from bad harvests. 




Lcitrim, Kil- 


600 


429 


Struggling, industrious peo- 




mccn and 






ple ; present destitution 




Kilcooley 






owing to failure of crops and 
want of employment. 




Lettcrmnllen 




1750 


A w 




& Carraroe 










Miltown 


1500 


1982 


Almost oaten the last seed 
potato. How shall they 
exist for the next six months? 
Where shall they get seed? 
Many of these poor people 
would not mention their dis- 














m 




tress till actual famine was 
upon them. 




Moore 


1000 


700 


People are now commencing 
their Spring work, and re- 
c^uire assistance to be kept at 
it ; if not, crops will be ne- 
glected. 

These people on the brink of 




MoycuUcn 


500 


2303 










starvation urgently requir- 










ing public work. 




MonntbeDew 






The lioard of Guardiann unanimously 




Union 






pasiH>d tiic following reso'utiun : 

»' Wo iiave many eMatcs with non-ro- 
sldcnt pn>pri<*torii. Some unublo, ami 
Kinic not satiMiicd, to take advantu^'o of 
the loans offered, and we have heard 
from many of the clergy, who know well 
the distrcsH that oxlMtM in partii of this 
Union, that M>mo who have lund and 
cannot receiro out-door relief, are in 
urt^ut need of help." 
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CorxTiss 



OALWAY 




DiSTEICTS 



So. of Pcraous 

in Distress, 

First Local 

Estimate. 



Latest Retnnis of 
Nuint>er in IMstreia, ' 
March 1st. > 



Extracts from Appeals of Local 
Committees, duly anthentlcatcd. 



MoyloQgh 

Afoanlbellew 

New Inn 
Oagbterard 



Oranmore 



Omey 
Portumna 

Peterswell 



750 



350 
1750 



1250 



598 
150 

810 



Bosmnck 



Rahoon 



Roaudstone 



Recess 



1200 



950 



1925 



1715 



600 
875 



1980 



2000 



Spiddal 
(Gal way) 

Spiddal 
(Tuarn) 

St. Patrick's 
Brothers 
(Gal way) 

St. Nicholas 
£aBt, Gulway 

Tuam 



1500 



500 



410 



640 



1500 



1000 



Tynagh 
Whitegate 



750 



3000 



200 



2000 



400 
600 



1800 

4800 

207 

2000 
700 



800 



Labourers principally ; in sore 
distress tor want of employ- 
ment, and from bad harvests 

Labourers and small farmers ; 
failure of crops and want of 
employment. 

In extreme poverty, due to 
high rents; landlords, with 
one exception, absentees ; 
bad harvests, and no employ- 
ment. 

In terrible suffering; 100 
families without beds to lie 
on, and nothing but the name 
of clothes ; shoes, of course, 
are out of the question. 

Su£Peririg from bad harvests 
and w»ut of employment. 

People poor, but not in- 
clined to make their 
sufferings known. Poor 
small farmers over-rented; 
failure of crops. 

Most miserable people ; ill-fed 
and ill-clothed ; present dis- 
tress attributed to rack-rents 
and failure of crops. 

We are without means and 
have nothing to give ; hun- 
dreds clamounng for food 
to save them from starving. 

Struggling, small farmers ; 
failure of potato and other 
crops for past few years. 

Terrible distress ; deaths 
from starvation will take 
place amongst the mountain 
villages, unless immediately 
and generously assisted. 

Tenani farmers and labourers ; 
destitution from loss of pota- 
to crop. 

Urgently requiring assis- 
tance, to procure Indian 
meal. 

Ghildi*en of the poor suffer- 
ing from want of employ- 
ment. 



Mostly labourers, depending 
on employment and small 

Satches of potato ground, 
fo employment; no pota- 
toes. 

Seed potatoes consumed ; now 
entirely depending on relief 
from Cfommittee. 
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COCTfTlEI* 



DlWRICTB 



GALWAY 



MAYO 



Xo. of PeraonH 

111 DffttreM, 

First Local 

KHtlmatp. 



Latent KctnmH of i 
NiuntMT 111 DiHtrcM, ' 
March Itit. 



Kxtracts from Appeals of Local 
Commlttcos, diUy aullicnticatwi. 



Woodford 
Williamstown 



Achill 

Adderffoole 

ArdagQ 

Attjmass 

Aaghagower 

Anghatnore 

Aasleagb 
Backs 



Ballintabber 
Ballinrobe 



Ballindine 



Ball^glasB 

Ballina 

Ballisokerry 



Balljcastle 
Ballybaanis 

Ballycroy 
Ballagbader- 

eea 
Bangor 

Bekan 



Bel mallet 
Bobola 

Bonnaconlan 
Carracastle 



Castlebar 
Cbarlestown 



Claremorris 



Croogb- 
patrick 



670 
600 



3000 

3000 
715 
354 
750 

3000 

39 

8000 



2480 
2500 



1200 



360 
3400 
2500 



1000 
1000 



6250 
2000 
3000 



240 
2500 

1500 
4270 



2000 
5000 



1000 



1500 



823 
2610 

4860 

3478 
1077 
1073 
4117 
1800 

54 
1498 

3168 
3000 



2250 



1265 



1212 
11650 

782 
3775 



Increasing 
2789 



1302 
2685 



1895 
4562 



5000 
4136 



3560 



1180 



Poor moantain land ; distress 
severe ; loss of crops. 

Distress extreme, people will 
die of banger aniess re- 
lieved or employed. 

Withoat work, money, credit, 
or food ; in fact starving. 



People actually starving ; bad 
barvest, and no employment. 

Tbree-foartbs of tbera will be 
anable to ward off famine 
till next barvest. 

All small farmers. Total 
fail are of potatoes. 

Urgently seeking for aid 
from Committee, upon 
wbose grant tbey are mainly 
depending. 

Witboat food, and, in many 
cases, witboat clotbing ; 
entirely depending on 
cbarity. This is not exag- 
geration, bat fact. 



Distress pressing very 
severely ; weekly aid re- 
quired. 

Small farmers. Total failure 
of crops. 



Tbreatened witb immediate 

starvation. 
Fifty families in a state of 

starvation, tbe others almost 

as bad. 

Eating seed potatoes ; pawn* 
ing every available article. 

Tbese people, existing on one 
meal of Indian mealper day, 
provided by cbarity. 

Unless generous assistance 
fortbcoming, tbe scenes of 
'47 will be repeated. 

Distress widespread and 
severe. The poor entirely 
depending on charity. 

The poor are not only dis- 
tressed for food, but for 
clotbing also. 
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O/cmM 


1 

liltTU'Tt 


So. «f P*r«i«.» 
Id Ih«ir» «. ' 


Mara l«t. 


?SSSl^=S^2£Sl 


MAVO 

1 


Cronmolina 


K-Vj 


1366 

i 


PrMBing for weekly grant, m 
the Ubonrav mnd saall 
farmen msst be uded till 
crops are sowil. 




CroMborne A 

TAQgheen \ 


200i} 


1690 ! 

1 


la enrcme wmnt ; small 
cottiers mnd lAbooren is 


i 

1 


1 






want of emplqjminit. 


1 


Cong 


1600 


1850 






Clare Island 


1 

1 


800 






Dmm and 


800 


1475 






Msnolla 










Dmmmin 




400 






Foxford 


3500 


Increase likely 


Entirely depending on Man- 
sion Honse (Snnmittee ; 
terrible destitution. 




Glenisland 


1200 


738 


Urgently appeabngfor mesni 
to purchase meeL 




Idlandeady 


674 


2008 


Failure of potato crop ; people 
in absolute destitiitKMi. 




Kilfian 


1439 


loas 






Kilmaine 


1000 


1509 






Kilmore 


42i;0 


942 


Before March will be depend- 


1 


Eiris 






ing on public cbarity. 




Knock 


20<J0 


2500 


Terrible destitution; people 
half-starved. 




Keclognes 


500 


2250 


Small farmers ; destitution 
principally caused by rack 
rents and loss of crops. 




Killala 


750 


1250 


A 




Kilroeenaand 


2000 


3377 


Failure of crops, l^iffb rents. 




Kilmaclasson 




1 


and want of employment. 




Kilcommon 


3500 


1945 


Distress extreme. Fever is 




hrris 






rapidly spreading. 
Failore of crops caused 




Killu8cr 


3000 


3330 










general and deep distress. 




Kilmovee 




3720 






Kiltymagh 


2500 


IncreaBing every 
day 


Unless permanent relief be 
estiblished, Btar\'ation will 
be general. 




Kilgucver 


3000 


2a'>0 






Moygounagh 


1000 


590 


People very poor. Failore of 
potato crop oanse of great 
distress. 




Mayo Abbey 


800 


1416 


Very great poverty. People 
suffering fiom hunger. 




Meant Party 


2500 


1535 






Mulrany 




750 




• 


Newport 


1500 


2040 


Distress will continue till 
after June. 




Portnahalab 


500 


Increasing 


In absolute destitution. 
Threatened with death from 
hunger and cold. 




Kathlaokan 




600 






Bobeen and 


1600 


1600 






Kilcommon 










Shrule 


700 


729 






Swincford 


3000 


3000 


Destitution owing to failure 
of crops and want of nnnal 










eamiiivrs in England. 
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COUXTIEB 



MAYO 



LEITBIM 



DiSTEICTS 



No. of Persous 

111 Distress, 

First Local 

Estimate 



Latest Returns of 

Namber in Distress, 

March 1st. 



S trade 



The Neale 

Tarloagh 

Westport 



AnghayasB 

Ballinamore 

Ballinaglera 
Cloone 



Carrigallen 



Carjrick-on' 
Shannon 

Drumreilly 

Upper 
Dmmsna 



Drumreilly 

Lower 
Dromahair 
Dmmshambo 

Drnmkeerin 



Feonagh 

Gortletteragh 

Kinloagh 



Kilargue 
Kilmore and 

Angbrim 
Kiltnrbride 

Lnrganbov 
Mohill 

Manorhamil- 

ton 
Newtowngore 

and Lower 

Carrigallen 
ROSrO.\»MON= Ardcarne and 

Tamna 



2800 



600 
8400 



1000 

671 

2000 
1600 



360 



3500 



1000 



760 

1000 
1332 

600 



1800 
1500 
2466 



2600 
2600 

1700 



1260 

4900 

600 

2490 



2800 



976 
2843 
2910 



1664 
2860 

2202 



1200 



3240 



1630 

Will increase 
considerably 

1185 

2310 
1877 

12,920 



1468 

772 

2473 



1241 

1161 

613 
1968 

1400 

707 

2647 



Extracts from Appeals of Local 
Committees, duly autlienticated. 



Straggling poor people, now 
destitute owing to failure of 
potato crop. 



Urgently requiring assistance ; 

most of them in sad distress, 

reouesting grant to supply 

Inaian meal. 
Relief required to keep them 

from actual starvation. 
Funds exhausted ; ur^nt re« 

quests for further assistance. 

Some families actually starv« 
ing. Even should works be 
started, people too weak now 
to work. 

Privation widespread and ap- 
palling; no resident gentle- 
men ; all small and poor 
farmers. 

Great distress. Require at 
least £ 100 per week to keep 
the people in Indian meal. 



Complete destruction of potato 
and turf crops ; general dis- 
tress. 

These families on the verge 
of starvation. 

Extreme and urgent distress. 

Widespread destitution ; dire 
distress. 

Pauper farmers ; provident 
ana industrious; want food 
and fuel. 

Distress urgent and beyond 
description. 

Lost their crops by floods ; 
general distress. 

Number of distressed fright- 
fully increased ; suffering 
general, and will continue. 



Small farmers ; suffering 
severely. 

These families are in a starv* 

ing state. 
Distress so widespread that 

all are not receiving relief. 
Mostly of the i)eadant class, 

and very poor. 

' In a state of starvation. 



•^Tf— 



» - 
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rocunu 



DisTBic-n 



No. M remon* 

in IHfftn'M, 

Fint Local 

E.-tlmate. 



IjSlMt Retnrn« of 

NmnlMT In DUtrfm. 

March Ut. 



Kxtracts from App««]s of Local 
CommltMet. duly a«thentieatc«L 



BOSCOMMON 



Athleagpie 



Ballinaeloe 
(RoDCommon) 
Ballingare & 
Frencbpark 
Ballintubber 

Boyle 



Ballymacnrley 
Croghan 



Castlorea 



Derrane and 
Kilgefin 

Elphin 
Faerty 



Four- Mi le- 

Uonse 
Kilbegnet 

Kiltoom and 
Cam 

Keadno 



Kilmore and 
Anghrim 

Kilnamanagh 
and 

Eaetersnow 

Kiltnllaffh & 
Ballinloagh 



500 



511 



1600 
1550 
1500 
3000 



600 



1200 



Will f[reBt\j in- 
creaao 
1177 

1831 

2676 



200 
540 



1920 



1000 



1481 



1800 
400 



2528 
1068 



1000 

1500 

300 

1050 



Will incrcBHC 

Certain to in- 
crease 
1158 



1-218 



2500 
1250 

1000 



1241 
1843 



2997 



No employment, no food, no 
means, no credit, being al- 
ready deeply in debt ; are 
presently m a very deatitnte 
state, and cannot poaaiblj 
procare food for their £ami« 
lies, or seed to pat in the 
eroand, without external aid. 

Had to refuse relief to 460 
persons for want of fanda. 

Want of work; extreme suf- 
fering. 

Yeiy poor ; in many cases 
destitute. 

Destitution attributed to bad 
harvest and inability of 
shopkeepers to give credit. 

Destitution caused by loss of 
crops and want of employ- 
ment. 

If not supported during the 
next month (the time for 
coming tillage), they will bo 
driven to leave in search of 
employment elsewhere, and 
thus their own land will be 
neglected, causing famine 
next winter. 

Labourers and small farmers. 
Distress caused by failure of 
crops and depraciation in 
value of cattle. 

People extremely poor, and 
sorely pressed. 

Cottiers and small farmers 
living on hill sides and brink 
of bogs : living for some 
time past on turnips or meal. 

Extreme suffering ; near star- 
vation. 

Destitution general ; many 
suffering from hunger. 

Severe suffering. The P.P. 
writes of a man dying from 
want. 

The P.P. states that the small 
farmerb are so poor that some 
of them could not afford a 
candle to light their Christ- 
mas dinner of Indian meal. 



Destitution must increase ; 
seed potatoes and oats are 
being consumed by the peo- 

Sle ; their clothes and bed- 
ing pawned. 



Table of distress — conxacght. 
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Counties 


Districts 


No. of l*i'r»on» 

in Distress, 

First liocal 

Kstiiuatc. 


Latest Kc'tunis of 
Numt>cr in Distress, 
Marcti 1st. 


Extracts from Aiipeals of Locril 
Committees, duly autlienticated. 


ROSCOMMON 


Kilglass 


3500 








Lecan*ow 


2000 


1960 


Entirely depending on cbar- 
ity ; in a desperate state. 




Looghlyn 


3000 


2514 


If not assisted, cannot escape 




(Castlerea) 






starvation. 




Boscoiumoa 


2000 


1850 


Threatened with starvation, 




& Kelteevan 






unless assisted generously. 




Strokes town 


1990 


1329 


People clamouring for relief ; 
distress intense and spread- 
ing. 




Tyl>ohine 


1500 


3084 


If they do not get aid, several 
will starve. 




TaQghmacon- 
nell 


1500 


1200 


The famine-stricken appear- 








ance of these poor people 










would make the stoutest 










heart feel for them. 




Talsk 


700 








TarmonbaiTy 


1000 


1320 






Tissara 


500 


900 


Distress likely to last till next 
Angnst ; even should baron- 
ial works be commenced, the 
people will not get wages 
sufficient to support them ; 
they must still look for out- 






1 








1 












side help. 
Oats failed; potatoes not 


SLIGO 


Achonry 


1300 


1411 










worth digging ; distress 










alarming. 




A hamlish 


1500 


3000 






Bananadden 


1250 


6500 


In extreme poverty, urgently 
asking for sympathy and 
relief. 




Ballinafad 




2000 






Ballymote 


2300 


2080 


Pressing for relief, both in 

food and clothing. 
Small farmers suffering from 




Baneda (Tub- 


3000 


Likely to increase 




bercurry) 






bad harvests and general 
depression. 
Failure of potato crop cause 




Ballintogber 


604 


1458 










of distress. 




Clogher (Bal- 
laffnaderrin) 
CoUooney 


150 


Will increase 














2000 


2075 


Funds exhausted; great des- 










titution. 




Calxy and 


2500 


1500 


The poor persons put on half 
allowance of food. 




Coolera 








Clonloo 




1000 






Castleconnor 




1065 






Curry 




2000 


• 




Dnimcliff 


2000 


1628 


Fishermen, small farmers, 
labourers ; loss of crops and 
failure of fishery. 




Dromore 


2475 


1106 


Present starvation only avert- 




West 






ed by the assistance of Man- 
sion House Committee. 




Easkcy 




3720 






Grange 




2400 






Gurteen 


1000 


2400 


Funds low. People entirely 
depending on external assis- 










tance. 
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COUiTTIBS 


DiSTEICTS 


No. of Person 
ill Distrpss, 
Flmt Local 
Estimate. 


latest Retnrns of 

Miunber in Distreaa, 

March laU 


Extracts from Appeals of Local 
Coniinlttees, duly authenticated. 


6LIG0 


Geevagh 


2600 


1919 


Cannot hold out mach longer 
unless assisted. 




Eilloran 


975 


1150 


Funds ezhaosted ; people 
quite destitute. 




Eilmactiege 


4000 


2700 


Small strangling farmers. 
Crops totally destroyed. 












Eeash 


1250 


1550 


Bad seasons, bad crops, low 
prices, no turf^ no employ- 
ment. 




Eilglass 


2C00 


1321 


Entii e loss of potato crop ; no 
employment. 




Eiventown 


1250 


2897 


Seed potatoes mnst be snpplied 
or the land will lie waste. 




Screen 


1500 


2436 






Templeboy 




1159 






Tubbercurry 




1935 





APPENDIX X. 



LIST OF LOCAL COMMITTEES, 

SHOWING DATE OP FIRST AND OP FINAL GBANT, NUMBER OF GRANTS 
MADE, AND TOTAL AMOUNT ALLOCATED, TO EACH COMMITTEE. 



PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 



COCKTY 



LfCKjAL COMMITTKK 



I No. of 

Grants 

made 



ToUl 
Date of First, and of Final Grant Amount 

Granted 



ANTRIM 



ARMAGH 



CAVAN 



DanBeverick 
Glens of Antrim 
Grange and 
Toome 

Creggan Upper . 
Derryall 
Dromantee and 
Jonesboro' 
Forkhill . 
Killeevy Upper 
Lisndill and 
Ballvmacnab 
Midletown . 
Mallaglass and 
TuUyhappy 
Newtownnamilton 

Arva 

Ballinagh . 
Beltarb^c . 
Ballintemple 
Bally connell 
Ballymacbngb and 

Dmmlammou 
Bailieboro . 
BUlis 
Gayan 
Grosskeys . 
Gastlerahan and 
Mt. Gonnangbt 
Gorloagb • 
Gastleterra 
Drumlane . 
Dram goon . 
Drung 
Glengevlin 
Kildherdany 
Killinkere • 
KilHua 
Kilnaleck • 






i 






i 



) 



3 

7 



4 
5 

6 

6 
5 

1 

5 

1 

5 

10 

13 

8 

9 

6 



8 

11 

6 

7 

10 

10 

9 

10 

10 

7 

9 

5 

11 

13 

16 



13tb Marcb to 17th Jane 
7th Febraary to 12th Jane . 

8th April to Ist May 

2l8t Febraary to 29th April . 
13th March to 24>th May . 

26th February to 20th May . 

4th March to 13th May 
26th Febraary to 8th J ane . 

Ist April 

18th March to 5th Jane 

16th March • 

11th March to 2l8t May 

24th Febraary to 26th Jane . 
5th Febraary to 6th Jaly 
12 Febraary to 19th Jane . 
26 Febraary to 1st Jaly 
3rd Febraary to 8th Juno . 

29 Janaary to 20 May 

3l8t Janaary to 3rd Jaly 
24th Febraary to 29th Jaly . 
14th Febraary to 8th Jane . 
24th Febraary to 2l8t Hay . 

10th Febraary to 22ad Jaly . 

5th Febraary to 24th Jaly . 
6th March to 22nd Jfily 
29th Janaary to 3rd Jane . 
2l8t Febraary to 8th Jaly . 
4th March to 12th Jane 
3rd Febraary to 3lBt Jaly . 
21st Febraary to 15th Jaly . 
10th Febraary to 10th Aagast 
7th Febraary { > 15th Julv . 
25th January to 24th July . 



£85 
180 

45 



£85 
75 

220 

165 
170 

50 

125 

10 

80 

£210 
335 
250 
175 
100 

190 

160 
235 
150 
145 

300 

285 
160 
295 
225 
110 
160 
115 
255 
410 
435 
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Conrrr 



Local Committkb 



Xo. of 

QninU 

made 



Date of Fint, and of Final Grant 



Tout 
Amomt 
Granted 



OAVAN 

{Continued) 



DERRY 



DONEGAL 



DOWN . 



FERMANAGH 



MONAGHAN . 



Killeshandra 

Kingscoart 

Knockbride 

Larah 

Lavey 

Mullagh 

Moybologno and ) 

Kilmainham Wood | 

Swanlinbar 

Scrabby 

Shercock . 

Templeport 

Virginia . 



Camber 
Galladaff and 
Rocktown 

Co. Donegal Central 

Committee 
Ballyshannon 
Bay view 
Cloumany 
Dungloe 

Innishowen Union 
Killa^htee 
K illy begs 
Gweedore 

Dramgooland 
Kilcoo Upper 



Ballaghameehan 

Blackbog . , 

Belcoo 

Boho 

Clonelly 

Derrylin . 

Derrygonnelly 

Garrison 

Lisbellaw . 

Lisnaskea . 

Magaire's Bridge 

Maleek 

Newtownbutler 

RoBslea 

Bossory and 

Cradgan 

Sallaghy 

Tempo 

Whitehill . 






i 



Annyalla . 
Aghabog . 
Aughamallen West 
Caatleblayney . 
Clones 
Currin . 
Carrickm across 



6 
7 
7 
9 
4 
10 

6 

11 
8 

7 
7 
8 

2 

6 



6 
8 
9 
5 
9 

12 
8 
8 
5 
2 
7 

14 
6 
5 



5 

10 
7 

8 
12 
7 
5 
7 
7 
3 



17th Febmary to 20th May . 
10th Febmary to 10th Jane . 
24tb February to 10th June . 
17th February to 3rd July • 
24th February to 6th May . 
5th Febmary to 13th July . 

21st Febmary to 26th June . 

3l8t Febmary to 22nd July . 
10th February to 13th July . 
10th February to 10th June • 
5th Febmary to 21 st May • 
24th February to 13th July . 

26th March to 13th May . 
8th April to 17th July 

23rd January to 15th June . 

10th January . 
23rd January . 
7th February . 
22nd January 
27th January . 
25th Febmary 
25th January . 
14th August . 

26th March to 27th April . 
2nd March to 1st July 

14th February to 19th June. 
17th Febmary to 10th July . 
19th Febmary to 29th June . 
2nd March to 15th July 
16th March to 17th July 
5th Febmary to 29th July . 
10th Febmary to 17th June . 
11th March to 13th July . 
26th Febmary to 24th May . 
2nd March to 6th April 
19th Febmary to 4th May . 
3rd February to 22nd July . 
20th January to 29th April . 
24th Febmary to 16th May . 

4th March to 22nd June 

2l8t Febmary to 27th May . 
2l8t Febmary to 5rd July . 
13th March to Ist July 

4th March to 26th June 
10th February to 29th July . 
24th February to 8rd June . 
27th January to 27th April . 
6th March to 26th June 
6th March to 2bth Jone 
13Lb March to 29th June . 



£145 
230 
135 
225 
90 
320 

115 

290 
270 
170 
165 
180 

£30 
60 



£14000 

50 
20 

100 
50 

100 
25 
50 

100 

£35 
110 

£120 
185 
255 
75 
215 
285 
175 
255 
160 
50 
120 
445 
110 
115 

105 

85 
235 
170 

£110 
220 
110 
120 
170 
220 
100 



tOCAL COMMlTTEfiB AW) GtANTS — OLSTfitt. 



2S7 







Xo. o- 




Total 


COUXTT 


Local Comiiittkk 


U rants 
made 


Date of First, and of Final Grant 

1 


Amount 
Granted 


MONAGHAN 


Dram • 


1 


6th March 


£25 


{Continued) 


Donaghmoyae . 


6 


2ud Maroh to 6th Jaly 


80 




E my vale . 


8 


21st February to 26th Jane . 


200 




EmatrU 


3 


6th April to Ist Jane 


30 




Kilmore and . } 
Dramsnat . • ^ 


6 


24th Febraary to 17tb Joae . 


75. 




Killeevan . 


9 


17tb Febraary to 13th Jaly . 


180 




Mahercloone 


4 


6th March to 15th Jaly 


110 




Mouaghan . 


2 


6tb March to 3rd April 
6th Marph to 29th April 


80 




Shantonagh 


3 


90 




Tydavnot . 


9 


24th Marph to 24th May 
28th Febraary to 26th May . 


205 




Tallyoorbet 


6 


130 




Tykolland . 


3 


4th March to lOtb Jane 


50 


TYHONE 


Angbnaoloy 
Ballygawley 


3 
4 


4th March to 5th April 
3rd Febraary to 22nd April . 


£140 
140 




Carrickmore 


5 


26th Febraaiy to 8th Jane . 


95 




Clogber 


4 


2nd March to 12th Jane 


95 




Goagh and Ardboo . 


1 


11th March . 


25 




Glonoe 


3 


18th March to 27tb April . 


85 




Dramqnin . 


3 


6th March to I7th April 
19th February to 30ih April . 


40 




Dromore . 


4 


135 




Donaheady 


3 


20th March to 27tb April . 


55 




English and Deny-f 
gorterry . >' 


3 


8th April to Ist June 


30 




Fintona 


6 


25th January to 10th June . 


140 




Fivemiletown 


4 


16th March to 26tb June . 


95 




Gortin 


5 


23rd February to 24th May . 


75 




KildreiM 


8 


24th Febraary to 10th June . 


210 




Plombridge 


7 


19th Febni^ry to 15th July . 


215 




Pomeroy 


12 


18th Felmiary to 3rd June . 


255 




Rock 


4 


27th March to 12tb Jane . 


60 




SixmileoroM 


3 


^2nd April to 20th May 
28th F^briMry to 22ud June 


30 




TrilUck . . . 


9 


225 




TermonaniQngvkn 


4 


20th March to 29tb Jaly . 


60 



298 



AtPtXDlX X. 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 



k 







No. of 




Total 


COCSTI 


Local ComiiTTKS 


Granta 
made 


Date of First, and of Final Grant 


Amount 
Granted 


CARLOW 


Clonmore. 


5 


16th March to 27th May . 


£95 




Hacketstown . 


1 


16th March . 


25 




Leighl in-brid L, e . 


3 


18th March to 13th May 


50 


DUBLIN 


Cork-st. Night Refuge 




24th Jannary . 


£50 




Glencnllen 




29th January . 


25 




Jews' Association 




31st January . 


25 




Mendicity Institution 




26th January. 


50 




Presbyterian Society . 
Roomkeepers' Society 




26th January. 


50 






26th January. 


100 




St. Vincent-de-Paul > 
Society t 




30th January • 


250 




Society of Distressed \ 
Protestants ) 




24th January . 


100 


KILDABE 


Fontstown . 




3l8t January . 


£14 




Kilmeague . 






14th February to 16th April 


90 




Kildare 






17th February 


20 




Suncroft . 






18th March . 


20 


KILKENNY . 


Baliyrageet 
Freshford . 




3 


11th March to 26th March . 


£30 






3 


9th March to 13th April 
17th February to 20th April . 


45 




G«lmoy 




3 


75 




Graigue 




2 


9th March to 1st April 


70 




Innistiogne 




3 


13th March to 29th April . 
31st January to 10th June . 


50 




Johnstown . 




6 


115 




Kilkenny • 




1 


15th March . 


50 




Lisdowney . 




1 


11th March . 


20 




MuUinavat 




6 


28th February to 11th May . 


90 




Thomastown 




2 


13th March to 1st April 


45 




Urlingford . 




4 


17th Februaiy to 6th April . 


90 


KING'S CO. . 


Banagher . 




2 


13th March to 15th April . 


£50 




Clara . 




2 


nth March to 3rd April- . 


30 




Clonmacnoise and > 
Tissam ) 


1 


20th March . 


25 




Clonsast and \ 
Clonbullogue C 
Ettagh and ) 
Kilcolman y 


4 


2nd March to 15th June 


50 




2 


16th March to 22nd March . 


50 




Kinnetty . 


3 


28th February to 24th May . 


45 




Rhode 


» • 


3 


1 1 th March to 6th May 


50 




Tnllamore . 


r • 


1 


3rd February . 


50 


LONGFOED . 


Abbeylara . 




4 


23rd January to 15th April . 
28th February to 26th June . 


£120 




Clonbroney 
ColambkiUe 




3 


50 






10 


14th February to 3rd July . 


345 




CloDgish . 




6 


4th March to 29th June 


165 




Dromiard • 




7 


11th March to 22nd July . 


217 




Dmmlish . 




13 


29th January to 27th July . 


970 




Drumlummon and } 
Loughduff ) 


9 


25th January to 10th June • 


265 




Edgeworthstown 


4 


24th February to 20ch April 


80 




Granard 


6 


27th January to 4th May . 
26th February to 13th May . 


135 




Killashee . 


• 


6 


110 




Killoe 


• 


5 


6th March to 6th July 

26th February to 12th June . 


145 




Lancsboro* • 


• 


5 


65 




Longford • 


• 


2 


15th January to 2Jsf February 


45 




Newtown -Cashol 


7 


24th February to 21st BCay . 125 



LOCAL COMMITTEES AM) GRANTS — ^LEINSTER. 



29& 



COUKTY 



Local Committkr 



No. of 

Grants 

made 



Date of First, aud of Final Grant 



ToUl 
Amount 
Granted- 



LOUTH 



MEATH 



QUEEN'S CO. 



WESTMEATH 



WEXFOED 



WICKLOW 



Darlingford 
Dromiskin • 
FaDgbart . 
Inniskecn . 
Killany 



Castle town-Kilpat- 

rick 
Drumconrath 
Kilbrido and 
Killeagh 
Kildalkey • • 
Kilberry 
Kilbeg and 
Carlanstown 
Mojnalty and 
Newtown 
Nobber 
Oldcastle . 
Bathkenny 
Stackallen and 
Grangegeeth 

Aghaboe . 
Ballickmoyler . 
Borris-in-Osflory 
Bally fin 
Clonaslee . 
Dnn-ow . 
KilleBbin . 
Monntmellick . 
Offerlane . 
Bathdowney and 
Bathsaran 
Bosenollis . 
Stradbally . 

Athlone (St. Peter's) 
„ (St. Maxy's) 
Castletown 
CoUinstown 
Clonmellon and 
KiUalon 
Dmmraney and 
Oaghavel 
Glasson 
Kilbezey and 
Sonna 
Mayne 
Moate 
Mallingar • 
Bathowen . 

Craan Ford 
Monamolin 
Batbgarogae 
Tagbmou . 

Arklow 
Ovuca 






} 



} 



5 
1 
4 
6 
5 

1 

4 

6 

2 
1 



1 

4 



5 
4 
6 
3 
7 
3 
5 
2 
3 



4 
4 

9 
1 
2 
1 



3 

6 

2 

3 
5 
3 
2 

1 
3 
1 
2 

4 
2 



6tb Marcb to 12tb Jane 
5tb April 

28tb February to 18th May 
24tb February to 21st May 
13th March to 24th May 

18th March . 

26th February to 24th April 

21st February to 15th June 

16th March to Ist April 
20th March . 

20th March . 

4th March to 2l8t May 

16th March . 

19th February to Ist April 

5th April 



26th March to 12th June 
17th February to 30th April 
6th March to 13th May 
20th March to 11th May 
5th February to 22nd April 
2nd March to 24th April 
24th February to 29th April 
28th February to 1st April 
11th March to 13th May 

4th March to 23rd March 

14th February to 6th April 
11th March to 18th May 

20th January to 29th July 
4th March 
24th February to 11th March 
5th February 

8th April 

4th March to Ist April 

19th February to 15th May 

16th March to 22ad April 

25th January to 18th March 
21st February to 10th April 
20th January to 18th March 
21st February to 26th March 

5th April 

26th February to 13th April 

13tb April . 

11th M.arch to 29th May 

13th January to 2l8t February 
29th January to 4th March 



I 



£120 

20 

85 

100 

80 

£15 

60 

140 

25 
10 

10 

55 

15 

85 

20 



£80 

130 
65 
30 

115 
45 

105 
35 
55 

70 

65 
95 

£325 
40 
35 
25 

10 

55 

100 

20 

60 
145 
200 

76 

£10 
40 
10 
35 

£125 
40 
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VJ 



JL\*\ IW'jT-iakTT to ^Tth Mat . 
'ilet Fef/rojiry to 21nh July. 
20tb Jamaarj to 24th Jalj . 

''Ihi Jftbuary to 8th Joly 
'/JHt Janaary to 27tb Jolj . 
Tith Kirbniary to 2nd Aagnst 
T/lh February to 3rd Jane . 

.'Jnl February to 12th AagnEt 
'WhI J» II nary to 13tb Jnly . 



u* 



-•I 



£*.■; 



On: 



ll'j 

615 

350 

505 
140 
325 

80 

495 
365 



LOCAL COMMITTEES AND GRANTS — CONNAUGHT. 



301 







No. of 




Total 


COUNTT 


Local Coxmitteb 


UrnntB 


Date of Pint, and of l-lnal Onuit 


Aaiottut 






made 




Gnmtod 


(MLWAY 


Killanin 


9 


27th January to 10th July . 


£340 


{Continued) 


Kileseobe and ) 
Menloch y 


12 


3rd February to Slst July . 


320 




Kiltallagh . 


3 


19th February to 24th May . 


105 




Killaghton and > 
Kilbreecle C 


7 


3rd February to 5th August . 


136 




Xilconla and ? 
Kilbannon ^ 


10 


10th February to 17th July . 


340 




Killerin 


8 


29th January to 6th July . 
24th January to 10th July . 


235 




Killimore . 


5 


110 




Killeen, Spiddal 


12 


24th January to 27th July . 


445 




Kinvara 


18 


20th January to 10th August 


640 




Kilcbreest . 


6 


31st January to 12th June . 


220 




Kilnadeena and ) 
Killosteskil ) 


9 


19th February to 5th August 


190 


• 


Kilconncll . 


9 


19th February to 29th July . 


145 




Kiltomer and \ 
Lawrencetown j 


5 


2nd March to 17th June 


105 




Lackagh 


7 


6th March to Is^ July 

25th January to 5th August . 


225 




Letterfrack 


17 


1250 


• 


Looghrea . 


9 


22nd January to 31st July . 


415 




Leenane 


17 


loth January to 14th August 


540 




Leitrim . , ' . 










Kilmeen and > 


11 


5th February to 24th July . 


220 




Kilcooley C 










Lettermnllen and \ 
Garraroe ) 


7 


26th February to 14 August . 


170 




Miltown 


11 


2nd February to to 10th July 


470 




Moore .... 


7 


26th February to 9th June . 


200 




Mojcnllen . 


10 


18th January to 6th July . 


460 




MoyloQgh . 
Moant Bellew . 


13 


3rd February to 15th July . 


380 




14 


3rd February to 10th August 


330 




New Inn . 


6 


31st January to Srd June . 


110 




Onghterard 


17 


24th January to 14th August 


685 




Oranmore • 


9 


25th January to 29th June . 


395 




Omey .... 


1 


17th February 


26 




Fortnmna . 


7 


31st January to 13th July . 


296 




Peterawell . 


9 


29th January to 6th July . 


290 




Bosmnck . 


14 


3rd February to 14th August 


530 




Bahoon 


17 


3rd February to 26th June . 


595 




Bonndstone 


8 


25th January to 29th July . 


370 




Recess 


3 


15 th January to 23rd March . 


80 




Spiddal (Gralway) 


12 


18th January to 24th July . 


310 




Spiddal (Taam) . 


9 


24th January to 15th July • 


266 




St. Patrick Bros. > 
Galway ) 


5 


27th January to Ist July . 


146 




St. Nicholas l 
East Galway C 


1 


2nd March to Ist July 


100 




Taam .... 


12 


59th January to 10th August 


380 




Tynagh 


6 


21st February to 6th May . 


100 




Whitegate . 


8 


5th February to 3rd June . 


186 




Woodford . 


13 


31st January to 10th August 


400 




Williamstown . 


14 


27th January to 14th August 


450 


LEITRIM 


Anghavass 
BalTinamore 


8 


31st January to 24th July . 


£216 




12 


29th January to 8th July . 


360 




Ballinaglera 


10 


19th February to 7th August 


410 




Bamacoola 


9 


20th March to 8th July 
27th January to 13th July . 


155 




Cloone 


10 


285 




Carrigallon 


10 


3rd February to 13th July . 


316 



802 



APPENDIX X. 







'■ \i,. al 




ToUI 


Cocim 


tocii, CdmmTM Orwjt. 


Data <X nnt. ud ol Fbul Glut 




LEITRIM 


Carrick.5n.Shan 


non - 15 


25th Jatraary to 22nd June . 


£6S0 


{Cmlinwdt 


Drnmrielly Uppi 


r . 13 


3rd February to 29lh July . 


31ft 




Drnmsna . 


6 


23rd March to 27th July . 


190 




Drnmrielly Low 


1- . 13 


tth February to 13th Jnly . 


300 




Dromahair . 


. 11 


24th Janaary to5th August . 


295 




DnimsUambo 


. 10 


23rdJatmafy to 10th July . 


360 




Drnrnkeerin 


. 15 


18th January to 7th Aamist . 


6S0 




Fenagh . 


. 9 


12ih February to 22nd July. 


210 




Glennde . 




10th April to lut July 


85 




Gortlittorsgh 


'. 11 


Dth February to I5th Joly . 


330 




KinloDfth 


13 


29th Janusry to 27th July . 


555 




Kilmore and 

Anghrim 

KiUarUnde 


i 8 


31st January to 3rd Angost . 


275 




16 


27th January to 22nd Jnly . 


465 




LuTgmhoj 


. 9 


29lh January to 15th July . 


lfi5 




Uofalll . 


. 11 


23rd January to 20th July . 


375 




Uanorhamilloa 


. 14 


flthFebrnBry to2Uh July . 


595 




NeiTtowTigoro w 
Lower CBirigntl 


i } » 


14th Febmary to 29th July . 


215 


MATO . 


Achill 


. 13 


5th February to 3rd August . 


£700 




Addercroole 


. 16 


aOthJanuary tolOth AuKiwt 


790 




Ardsgh . 


. 13 ■ 


24th February to 12th Augnal 


315 




Atty^a«« . 


. 12 


5lh February to 7th Augnat . 


485 




Anghagower 


. 16 


23rd January to 22nd Jnly . 


675 




AughaiDoro 


. 11 


3lBt Jannary to Slat July . 
17th February to 6th July . 


505 




Aasleagh . 


. 3 


45 




Bucks 


. U 


31st January to 12th Angnat . 


640 




Biillintubb«i-imi 
Bftltygiua . 
Ballmrabe . 


' 14 


13th Jaunary to 14th Augnat 


515 




. 12 


20th Janaary to 13lh July . 


645 




Balliaokerry 


. 12 


24th Jaunary to 27th July . 


436 




BallyhaBnia 


. 13 


27ih January to 24th July . 


475 




BBlljcBstle 


. 15 


25lh January to 12th August 


520 




BallyoToy . 


. U 


3rd February to 29ih July . 


420 






. 17 


24th January to 14th Anguel 


960 




Bao^ KrriB 


. 12 


24th January to 14th Auauat 
3rd February to 24th July . 


400 




Bek^ . 


. 11 


560 




BelmnlW . 


. 11 


18th January to 29tb Jnly . 


390 




Bohola 


. 7 


27ih January to 27tli Jnly . 


355 




Bon 11 aeon Ian 


. U 


20th January to 5th Angnat . 
27th January to 22nd July . 


585 




Bdlindine . 


. 10 


585 




Ball* . 


4 


13th April to 3lBt July 
18th January to 12t,h Augnat 


215 




Carracastle 


. 23 


9«0 




Caatlebar . 


. 12 


27th January to 7th August . 


660 




Charles Cona 


. 20 


25ih January to 27th July . 


1070 




ClaKmorris 


. 22 


15th January to 14tb August 

3rd February to 22nd July . 


665 


' 


Croaghpatrick 


. 10 


425 




Croseboyne and 
Tughoen _ 
Urosamoliiia 


I 13 
. 19 


3rd Febroary to 22nd July . 


465 




18th January to 3Iat Jnly . 


750 




Cong . 


. 12 


24th January to 27th Jnly . 


480 








26th February lo 7th Anguai 


160 




Dram and Uanv 


iia : ,, 


23rd January to 12th Auguai 


435 




Dmmmin . 


. 7 


22nd February to 22nd July . 


145 




Posford . 


. 17 


25th January to Sih Angnat 


895 




Glenieland and 
CiuwUnc . 


* 11 


27ih Januory to 17th July . 


405 


■^ 


" '^ 


24th April to 29th July 


105 



LOCAL COMMITTEES AND GRANTS — COSNAOGHT, 







Scot 




Tntll 


COI-STT 


LociL Ton ■HTM 




Diiln at Ffnt, mid of Final Qrjnl 


(Irinlfd 


MAYO 


Kilfian . . . 


7 


23rd Jannary to 29tb July . 
lOihfebraary to 20th July. 


£255 


iro»i;ni-c,f) 




13 


585 




Kilmora-Erria . 


8 


25th Jiinnary to 26th Jane . 


295 




Knock 


5 




175 




Keelogacs . 


15 


23rd Jannary to 3rd Aagust 


470 




Kilmecna . 


12 


3l8t Junnary to 14th Angast 


445 




KilmacloBser 


7 


lat April to Uth Augnat . 
27th January to 24th Jnly . 


IS.-. 




Kilmovee . 


16 


770 






12 




490 




Kitlula 


12 




44.5 




Killasser . 


16 


29th Jannary to 12th Angusl 


800 




KiUimagh . 


8 


29th January to Slat July . 


275 




Kilgeever . . . 


10 


10th Febroary to 22nd July . 


460 




Muygoarnft 


13 


Slat January to 12th Augnat 


350 




Mnyo Abbey . 


11 


27tli January to lOtb August 


410 




Miilraney . 


12 


24th Fehrnary to22ndJLily. 


240 




Newport . 


13 


25th JannaT to 12cb August 


565 




Rathlocken 

Robeon and Kil- | 


U 
10 


loth January to 3rd August , 
6th Febrnary to lOlh July . 


410 
315 




8trai<ie 


11 


UthFebmary to Ulh August 


350 




Swinford . 


19 


18th January to Uth Augnat 


1080 




Shrnle 


9 


27th January to 12th Augnat 


315 




The Neale . 


13 


2oth January to 27th Augodt 


510 




Tarlougii . 


l:l 


23rd January to 22nd Jnly . 


4-'.0 




Tourraakeedy . 


8 


5th February to 7th AogUHt. 


315 




Weetport . 


13 


7lh February to 22nd July . 


670 


HOSCOMMON 


Artlcame and 1 

Tamaa J 


8 


3lHt January to 29tb June . 


£310 




Athloagae . 


5 


29ih January to 29th Jnly . 


140 




Ballintubbw 


10 


Slxt Jannary to 24th Jnly . 
25th January to 13tb July . 


3S5 




Boyle. 


13 


825 




Bftllymaciiriy . 


13 


20th January to Uth Augosi 


275 




Croghnn . 


7 


■■ird February to 3rd July . 


150 




Casilerea . 


9 


35ih January to 1st July . 


460 




Derrane and 1 
Kilgefin ) 
EIpLin 


12 


27th January to 17th July . 


515 




9 


3Ict Jannary to 12th June . 


380 




Faerty 


6 


7lh February to Uth August 


165 




Foor-mile Honae 


7 


29th January to 29th May . 


165 




Frenchpark and } 
BallinaKar \ 


7 


31st January to 26th June . 


175 




EaBtenino^ > 


10 


33rd January to 3rd August 


3S0 




Kiltoom and 
Cam 


11 


25th January to 22nd Jnly . 


315 




Kilglass . . 


10 


13th January to 10th Jnly , 
15th January to 20th July . 


495 




Keaduo 


11 


315 




Kiltulbgh and 1 
Ballioloagh ( 


16 


25lb Jannary to Uth August 


620 




Lecarroff . 


9 


23rd Jannarj- to 19th June . 


345 




Loughlynu 


16 


15th January to lOth August 


690 




Kilteevan j 


8 




350 




Strokeatown 


5 


2.Jth Jannary to 15th July . 


200 




TyUhlna . . . 


I--. 


23nl January to 27th Jnly . 


tAH 




Tulak 


ir, 


23rd Jannary to 29th Jnly . 


490 




10 


27th Jannary to 20th July . 


280 






7 


3lHt January to 29th July . 


210 




TBrmonbAiry . 


12 


JUt January to 5th Angoet . 


320 



304 
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Ko. of 


^^.^A.^ -^^ **• -^A -^^ J ^^M Pf^^l f\^b^^^ 


Total 


COUXTT 




Orantt 
made 


Date of rirtt, sna of Fiiuu unmt 


Amount 
Q ranted 


SLTOO 


AobonTy • • • 


10 


27th January to 29th Jaly . 


£295 




Ahamlith . 




16 


15th January to 3rd Angnst . 


655 




BftllintriUiok . 




4 


6th March to 19th Jane 


115 




BanntDftdin 




15 


18th January to 22od July . 


535 




Ball^mote . 




12 


18th Jantiary to 27th July . 


500 




Ballintogher 




3 


2l8t February to 2ith May . 


70 




Ballinafad . 




12 


29th January to 17th July . 


405 




Colloonej • 




6 


20th January to 20th July . 


305 




Calry and Coolei 


"a 


10 


20th January to 5th June . 


400 




Clonlod 




8 


19th February to 29th June . 


280 




Castlecoimor 




10 


31 8t January to 17th July . 


305 




Cniry 




17 


3l8t Januaiy to KHh August 


890 




Dmnicliffe . 




8 


3l8t January to 8th Jure . 


270 




Drfinore West 




12 


25th Januaiy to 14th August 


500 




Eankcj 




19 


15th January to 12th August 


850 




Gurteen 




12 


3rd February to 27th July . 


445 




Geerah 




13 


18th January to 13th July . 


365 




Killoran 




9 


3l8t January to 3rd August . 


320 




Kilmactigne 




16 


29th January to Hth August 


745 




Keash 




8 


3l8t January to 13th July . 
20th January to 29th July . 


300 




Kjlglaea 




13 


355 




RiTeratown 


12 


25th January to 27th July . 


365 




Screen and > 
Dromard ) 


15 


3l8t January to 3lBt July . 


495 




Sooey 


11 


11 th March to 24th July . 


260 




'J eropleboy 


8 


15th January to 8th June . 


270 




Tubbercnrry 


16 


13th January to 3rd August 


770 
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PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 



COCNTY 



Local Commitkb 



No, of 
.Gruits 
I made 



Date of Firkt, and of Final Graut 



Total 
Amount 
Granted 



£765 
195 
170 
55 
335 
215 
165 
295 
345 

25 

135 
130 
365 
170 
220 
170 
325 

210 

225 
220 
125 
310 
185 
440 
455 
140 
295 
295 
185 
415 
215 
225 
260 
465 
165 
30 
80 
215 
345 
155 
170 

£25 
265 
190 

35 

15 
275 
295 

60 
30 



CLARE 



CORK 



BallyvHUghan • 

Bodyke 

Bi'oadford . 

Clarecastle . 

Cloiidegad & Kilchreesi 

Clonlee and Killurin 

Coolmeen . 

Corofin 

Carrgaholt 

Cratloe and ) 

Kilfintinane | 

Doolin 

Doora and Kilraghter 

Ennistjmon 

Ennis . 

Feakle (Lower) . 

Feakle (Upper) . 

Inagh . 

Kilkeedy } 

Boston and Kells ) 

Kilbaba 

Kilfinora . 

Knock and Killimer 

Killard 

Kilmaley . 

Kilm array Ibricane 

Kilrasb 

Kilsbaney . 

Kilmacduane 

Kilxnibil 

Killaloe 

Kilkee 

Kildysart . 

Labasbeeda 

Liscarrow . 

Miltown Malbay 

Ne wmarket-on -Fergus 

O'Gouelloe 

Quin . 

Kaan . . 

ScarifE 

Six-milo-bridge • 

Talla . 



Abina 

Allibies 

Agbadown . 

Ardfield and 

Ratbbarry 

BallinabaBsig 

Barryroe 

Bantry 

Bandon 

Battevant . 






14 
9 
7 
2 

14 
8 
6 

13 

11 



5 
6 
9 
4 
7 
9 
12 



11 

7 
6 
8 

13 

12 

7 

11 

11 

8 

11 

9 

9 

11 

12 

8 

1 

6 

10 

10 

7 

5 

1 
7 
7 



1 
12 
8 
3 
1 



18tb Jnnaary to 17tb July 
3rd February to lOtb June 
17tb February to Ist July 
lltb Marcb to 13tb May 
29tb January to 22nd June 
27Db January to 24tb June 
27tb January to 19bb June 
25th January to 13tb July 
12tb February to 3l8t July 

13th May 

27tb January to 6th May 
16th March to 29th June 
27th January to 26th June 
24ib February to 19th June 
29th January to 17th June 
7th February to 29th May 
5th February to 10th June 

19 th Februaiy to 1st July 

3rd February to 27th July 
3rd February to 3rd July 
3l8t February to 18th May 
31st January to 15th July 
2lBt February to 3rd June 
5th February to 13th July 
14th February to 8th July 
25th February to 29th July 
5th February to 24th June 
7th Februaiy to 17th July 
20th January to 3rd June 
23rd January to 13th June 
18th January to 12th June 
27th January to 15th July 
20th January to 8th July 
18th January to 29th June 
29th January to 20th May 
17th February 
10th February to 2l8t May 
24th January to 22nd July 
24th January to 6th July 
14th February to 27th May 
3rd February to 15th June 

20th March . ' . 
2nd March to 13th July 
19ih February to 29th June 

2 Ist February to 11th May 

1 1 til March • 
18th January to 19th June 
27th January to 8th June 
Ist April to 29th May 
29th January • • 
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APPENDIX X. 







!no. of 




Total 


ComTT 


Local Couiiittkb 


|OninU 
made 


Date of Fine, and of Final Grant 


1 Amount 
Granted 


CORK 

{Continued) 


Balljnoe and > 
Conna > 


4 


5th February to 4th May 


£110 




BalljTTOumey • , 


7 


26th Febrnary to 19th June . 


150 




Ballincollig 


1 


19th February 


20 




CharleTille . 


2 


9th March to 26th March . 


60 




Carrigaline and \ 
Crosshaven j^' 


6 


2l8t February to 17th June . 


90 




Castletown-Boche 


8 


18th March to 24th June . 


160 




Castleharen and > 
Myros ) 


7 


5th Febrnary to 12th June . 


185 




Caharagh • 


4 


31 st January to Ist July 


140 




Glonrohid • 


1 


3l8t January . 


50 




Cloyne 


11 


3rd February to 3rd July 


285 




Clonmeen . 


7 


10th February to 20th July. 


120 




Castletown Bere 


6 


25th January to 6th May . 


270 




Clonakilty . 


4 


24th January to 27r,h April . 


145 




Castle Lyons 


2 


19th February to 13th March i 


50 




Conroeys . 


5 


5th February to 29th April . 


100 




Clonraoyle . 


3 


28th February to Ist April . 


40 




Clontead and \ 
Ballynomotte > 


2 


19th February to 13th May . 


30 




Colmanswell 


2 


9th March to 23rd March . 


20 




Drimoleagae 


7 


27th January to 24th June . 


195 




Druratarriff 


7 


5th February to 2l8t May . 


205 




Dongourney 


4 


25th January to 24th April . 


120 




Doneraile . 


3 


10th February to 3rd July . 


60 




Dunmanway 


4 


14th February to 20th July . 


110 




Fyeries 


7 


19th February to 22nd June 


230 




Preemount . 


1 


5th April 


10 




Glengarriffe 


10 


22nd January to 24th July . 


365 




Goleen 


8 


7th February to 13th July . 


270 




Glonntane . 


5 


10th February to 29th April 


110 




Inchigeela . 


6 


0th February to 24th June . 


200 




Innishannon 


2 


2ud March to 8th June 


30 




Inniscarra . 


1 


1st June 


15 




Kilbehenny 


4 


21st February to 24th June . 


(>5 




Kilbrittain . 


4 


5th February to ISth May . 


85 




Kilbrin 


1 


16th March . 


20 




Killeagh 


3 


6th March to let June 


55 




Kilmeen and 7 
Castleventry jf 


7 


5th February to 8th July 


180 




Kilmeen Ko. 2 . 


2 


18th February to 16fch March 


50 




Kenneigh "j 










Ballymoney and > 


6 


7th February to 24th June . 


155 




Deseri serges J 










Kilcorney . 


7 


7th February to 10th Jnno . 


70 




Kanturk 


3 


20th January to 2nd March . 


85 




Kilworth . 


4 


18th January to 27th May . 


105 




Kildorrery . 


4 


4th March to 13th May 


75 




Kilcuskin . 


11 


24th January to 26th Jane . 


3^5 




Killavallen 


(J 


26th Februai'y to 3rd Juno . 


90 




Kingwilliamstown 


9 


5th February to 27th May . 


195 




Kilmurry . 


3 


26th February to 1 1th May . 


70 




Kilnamartyr 
Kilmicheal, 


4 


7th February to 8th Juno 


85 




5 


lOrh February to 22nd June 


125 




Kilmacabea 


8 


24th January to Ist July 


2:^5 




Kinsale 


3 


19th February to 15th May . 


75 




Liscarroll . 


o 


19th February to 4th March 


45 




Lisg')old 


3 


J 8th March to 10th June 


60 




IVIidleton 


2 


24th April to 11th May 


40 
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COCXTT 



Local Committkb 



No. of 

.Grants 

niudc 



Date o: Flr»t, and of Final Grant 



Total 
Amount 
Granted 



CORK 



KKRllY 



Milford . 

Meelin 

Mitchelstown 

Mallow 

Minteravaragh 

Macroom . 

Mill street . 

Moarne A.bbey 

Ovens . 

Qaeenstown 

Roscvrb'Try 

Shaiibilly . 

Ski bbe teen 

Shandriim . 

Schull 

Timoleagae 

Tallalease . 

Tracton 

Tullagh & Island H of ^ 

Capo Clear & She rk in) 

Youghal 

Ardfert 

Anniscnnl . 

Ballyh organ 

Ballylongford 

Brosna 

Beaufort 

Bontine 

BallyduflE and ( 

Causeway i 

B illyniacclligolt 

Bull vbnn ion 

Ballyheigue 

Castlegregory 

Cunens 

Castlemaine 

Caberdaniel 

Castleisland 

Cuherciveen 

Dnagh 

Bingle 

Dromod 

Ferriter 

Ferries and 

Bally bar 

Glenbeigh . 

Irnebigbmore 

Kilgarvan . 

Kilg^bbiii . 

Keiunare . 

Kilcoinmon 

Killorglyiin 

Ki Harney . 

Kilflyn 

Xillaha and } 

BarradufE f 

Listowel 

Mil town 

Ncwtown«andrt . 



8 
9 
4 
5 
5 
3 


1 
I 
9 
1 

13 
7 

10 
9 
1 



5 



7 
12 
1 
9 
5 
9 
4 



7 

11 
9 

13 
4 
9 
7 
7 

11 
3 
9 
6 

10 

10 

9 

7 
6 
4 
7 
8 
4 
4 
6 



5 



11 
5 



3rd February to 6th July 
27t»i January to 26th June , 
27tb January to Ist April . 
27th January to 10th April . 
25th January to Ist May 
23rd January to 4th May . 
18(11 January to 20th May . 

1 Itb March to 29th May . 
24th February 

20th March . 

20th January to 18th May . 

11th March . 

15th January to 8th June . 

2 l-tb January to 8th June , 
24th January to 29th July . 
29th January to 3rd July 
10th February 

llth March to 8th May 

12 th February to 3rd June . 
3l8t January to llth May . 

31 at January to 13th July . 

29th January to 22nd July . 
*JOth January 

24th January to 10th Juno . 

24th January to 15th May . 

26th January to 24 th June . 

20th January to 20th May . 

29th January to 13th July . 

25th January to 5th June 
29th January to 22nd June . 
5th February to 17th July . 
3l8t January to Ist July 
7th February to 24th June . 
27th January to Ist July 
23rd January to Ist May 
20th January to 10th June . 
13th January to 8th July 
12th February to 29th May . 
24th February to 10th July . 
31 st January to 1st Jane 
23rd January to 24th June . 

7th February to 1st July 

10th February to 17th July . 
2nd March to 3rd July 
5Lh February to 6th July 
3rd February to 20th April . 
29th January to 5th June 
27th January to 3rd June . 
29th January to 13th May . 
9Lh March to 20th July 
17th February to 3rd June . 

4th March to 1 3th July 

5tti February to 2nd Mai 
14th February to 29th 
19th February to 5th 



£135 

175 

110 

225 

160 

125 

145 

70 

25 

25 

295 

10 

625 

180 

5.50 

220 

25 

70 

160 

225 

£250 
335 
25 
220 
140 
215 
90 

275 

150 
410 
195 
420 
125 
290 
185 
270 
425 
75 
350 
190 
500 

325 

355 
160 
210 
105 
245 
190 
175 
90 
100 

130 
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COCXTT 



Local Coiiiiittek 



j Xo. of 
(jrantH 
' made 

I 



Date of First, and of Final Grant 



Total 
Antuant 
G ranted 



KERRY 

{Couii lined) 



lilMERlCK. 



O'Dorney and 

Killiihini 

Portmnpfec 

R»irhmore 

Siiocm 

Spa 

'I'liosisti 

Tcmpleiioo 

Tralee 

Tjvibert 

Yaiciitia 



Ardngli 

AHk«*ntOtl 
AfbUicca 
Athoa 
AUImjj feale 
Ardnacrudba 
Ai'dpuM'ick . 
Baiiogiio 
BHliiiiavan and 
Balgid^n 
Balling iriy 
Hallylandei*8 
Ballyiicctj . 
Bally gran and 
Cast letown-Con} 
Bruff . 
Cappnmore . 
Chtipel Husscl 
Cabcp'onli^h 
Clonlara 
CaBtclconnell 
Crecora 
Dromkeen and 
Boberr(»e 
Diumcollogber . 
Etfiii . 
Feniigh and 
Kilniecdy 
PVdamoro . 
Glenroo 
Gliii . 
Hospital and 
Herbei tsowu 
Island more 
Kilfinano . 
Kiliiiurry 
Mondleen and 
I 'erryg ilvin 
Knockaderiy and 
Cloncougb 
Kilmallock 
Kileedy 
Kilcolman . 
Knocklong and 
Glenbrobano 
Knockabinny 
Kilteely 



> 















} 



> 




5 
2 
2 
4 
1 
2 
1 

1 

1 
3 
1 



4 

5 

2 

6 

4 
o 

2 



3 
3 

6 

7 
3 
5 



2 
1 



3 
4 
3 



2 
2 



4 ; 24tli February to 17th Juno 

9 I8rb January to 15th Jnno 

7 12Lh February to 2l8t May 

7 31 St January to 13tb Mjiy 
6 19th February to 3rd July 

8 29th January to 27tb May 
2 3 1 St January to 26th Fe bruary 

5 28tb February to 8rh June 

9 14tb February to 22nd June 
5 3i d February to 12th June 



27ih March to 27lh April 
7tb February to 4th May 
2Gtb March to 13th May 
26tb February to let April 
7th February to 8th May 
24th February 
11th March to Ist April 
20th March 

16th March 

13tb March 

9th March to 22nd April 

24tb February 

27th March 

23rd January to 10th April 
25th January to 7th April 
12th February to 6.h March 
5th February to 6ib May 
21st February to 7tb June 
19th February to 15th June 
9.h March to lOch April 

24th March 

29th January to 10th April 
19Lb February to Ist May 

26th February to 3rd June 

31st January to 3rd Jnno 
6tb March to 22nd June 
14th February to 8th May 

13th March to 29th April 

25th January to 23rd March 
Hth May 

11th March to 17th June 

2nd March to 18th May 

27th January to 4th March 
7th February to 3rd June 
21st February to 13th April 

26th February to 26th March 

11th March to 3rd April 
1 1 th March to 7tb April 



£100 

200 
22& 
20 » 

l;{5 

190 

rr - 

to 
15'> 
255 
195 

£70 
14J 
25 
43 
80 
10 
20 
10 

25 

40 
80 
20 

20 

85 
230 
75 
•85 
85 
35 
40 

10 

110 
80 

100 

210 

30 

105 

40 

100 
25 



60 



90 

105 
70 
95 

30 

30 
50 
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Coi-XTV 



Local Committkb 



No. of 
CjrHiitN 
■ niadv 



LIMERICK 
{Cotitinnctl) 



rv 



riPPERARY 



Longhill and ) 

Ballyhahill > 

Miihoonao^hand ) 

Fohenngh ) 

Miirroe 

Xcwonstle West . 
Pjillasgreen 
Ratlikeale . 
Rockliill and } 

Brurce \ 

Tournafalla 
Turn plcglan tine . 



Aniricarty . 
ArHfinane . 
Ballinnliinch and 
Klllosully 
Ballingarry 
Bally pf)recn 
Bohc-lnhan 
Borrisoleigh and 
Ibeigh 
Biirgoss and 
Youghal-arra 
Ballina and 
Bohir 

Cappawhite 
Castletown-arra 
"Cashel 
Clonj^h Jordan 
Clogheen . 
Drangm 
Drom and ) 

Inch i 

Enily . 
Holly ford . 
Holy cross and ) 

Ballycahill ) 

Killinavinage 
Kilcommon 
Killcnaule and ) 

Moy glass j 

Kilcooley . 
Lorrah 

Loughmoro and > 
Castleranoy ) 

Monsea and > 

Killadangan ) 

Mallinahone 
Nenag'i 
Nowport 
New Inn and 
Knockgriffin 
Seskinane and 
Li^'koran J 

Silvermines 
Templederry 
Toomavara 
Two-mi le-Borris 



) : 



5 



5 



3 
2 
4 
5 

1 

4 
3 

7 
1 



3 
9 
6 

4 
3 

4 

5 
8 
2 
4 
4 
8 



2 

8 



7 
7 



5 



3 
2 



1 
3 

4 

1 



4 
8 
6 
6 



Date of First, and uf Final Grant 

27th January to 8th June 

19th February to 29ih April 

6fh March to 4th May 
21st February to 13th March 
24'th January to 22nd April 
' 27th January to 27th May 

20th April . 

19ih February to 29rh April 
20th March to 3rd June 

3rd February to 22nd June 
21s» February 

25th January to Ist May 

18th March to 13th May 
5th February to 3rd July 
18th March to 26th June 

2nd March to 20th April 
9th March to 20th May 

4th March to 6th May 

7th February to Ist June 
24th January to 20th May 
3rd Api il to 13th April 
24ih January to 23rd March 
15th January to 4th March 
11th March to 22nd July 

13th March to Ist April 

13th April to II th May 
27th January to lOtb June 

19th February to 16th April 

10th February to 24th May 
'J9th January to 24th May 

10th April to 10th June 

4th March to 15th April 
27th January to llth March 

24th February to 27th March 

20th Maroh to 22nd April . 

4th May .... 

2-^th January to 23rd March 
25th January to 1st April 

13th April .... 

2nd March to 22nd April 

26th February to 3rd June . 
18th January to 21st May 

27th January to 27th May . 

14th February to Ist May . 



Total 
Amount 
Granted 



£105 

80 

50 

50 

90 

16:) 

15 

110 
55 



4-110 
20 

150 

70 

330 

95 



75 



85 

85 

105 
175 
50 
95 
100 
125 

30 

20 
130 

70 

150 
165 

85 

50 
75 

30 

30 

25 
225 
174 

10 

70 

75 
190 
150 
135 



310 



APPENDIX X. 



COI-JTTT 



IX>CAL COMUITTES 



Xrt. of 
(iraiits 
' made 



I>ate of First, md of Final Grant 



. Total 
Amoant 
GractMi 



TIPPERARV Templetaohy and 
{Ctmiuiuetl) Moync 


1 

) 
> 


4 


17th February to 17th April. 


£85 




Tubrid 


• 


6 


21st February to Ist May 


125 




Templeinore and 
Killea 


> 


5 


21st February to 1:4th April. 


140 


WATERFORD. ' Aglish 


• 


3 


6th March to 6th May 


£50 


Anlmore 

Tl 1111 t 


• 


6 


12th February to 15th June . 


145 


nallylalecn and 

1 # » t 


> 


5 


2nd March to 22nd June 


f5 


1 (xraiffHnooncen 


> 










BallydnflF (Lismore) 


• 


2 


6th March to 15th April 


80 




Ballydnff (Kilmeaden) 


1 


12lh March 


25 




Clonca 


m 


2 


6th March to 7th April 


50 




Clasbmorc and 
Kinsalebeg 


i 


2 


I7th February to 13th May . 


75 




Cappoqain . 
Colligan 
Kilgobnit and 


• 


3 


24th February to 29th April 


125 




• 


1 


24th April 


25 




Kilbryan 


^ 










Dnngarvan . 


• 


5 


3rd February to 15th April . 


325 




Kilrosantry and 
Few8 




3 


29th January to 11th May . 


95 




Kill 
Knockinahon and 


\ 


3 


27th January to 9th March . 


130 




Boninabon 


t 










Knoc-kanore and 
Kilwatermoy 




5 


18th March to 20th July 


155 




Lismore 




1 


6th March . • . . 


25 




Passage Ew^t 




1 


28th February 


10 




Old Parish »nd 
Ringville 




2 


6th March to 24th April 


45 




Portlaw 




2 


24th February to 11th March 


40 




Rosemyre • 




4 


2nd March to 26th June 


70 




Siradbally Kilmac- 
thomas 




5 


29th January to 12th June . 


90 




Tallow 


• 


4 


12th February to 10th June . 


115 




Tram ore 


• 


3 


14th February to 20th March 


85 



TOTAL GRANTS TO COUNTIES, 



311 



TOTAL AMOUNT GRANTED BY MANSION HOUSE COMMITTEE 

TO EACH COUNTY. 



ANTRIM 

AF^MAGH 

CARLO \V 

CAVAN 

CLARE 

CORK 

DERBY 

DONEGAL 

DOWN 

DUBLIN 

FERMANAGH 

GAL WAY 

KERRY 

KILDARE 

KILKENNY . 

KING'S COUNTY 

LEITRIM 

LIMERICK . 

LONGFORD . 

LOUTH 

MAYO 

MEATH 

MONAGHAN . 

QUEEN'S COUNTY 

EOSCOMMON* . 

SLIGO 

TIPPERAEY . 

TYRONE 

WATER FORD . 

WESTMEATH. 

WEXFORD . 

WICKLOW . 



SPECIAL GRANTS FOR WESTERN ISLES, 
FOOD, CLOTHES, Ac. • 



£ 9. d. 

310 

980 

170 

. 7,035 

, 9,906 

. 11,060 

90 

. 14,^95 

145 

650 

. 3,160 

. 30,195 

. 9,415 

144 

680 

350 

. 7,765 

. 3.275 

. 2.195 

405 

. 31,105 

435 

. 2,345 

890 

. 9.440 

. 11.065 

. 8,910 

. 2,205 

. 1,830 

. 1,090 

95 

165 

166,899 

• 6,085 18 9 



£172,984 18 9 
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TABLE SHOWING THE NUMBER OF COMMITTEES IN EACH 

COUNTY IN IRELAND. 



_ 




No.of Commftte^s'Xo. Am*lg«matcil 


Peovixce 


COUXTT 


to whom Gninta 


or to whom no 






were made 


3nut9 were made 


ULSTER . 


Antrim 


3 


^^^ 




Armagh 




9 


— 




Gatan 




83 


2 




Donegal 




46 


16 




Down 




2 


— 




Fermanagh . 




18 


1 




Monaguan 




19 


3 




Tyrone 




20 


2 




Derrt 




2 


— 


CONNAUGHT 


Galway 




93 


19 




Lkitrim 




23 


2 




Mayo 




63 


16 




Roscommon . 




26 


13 




Sligo 




26 


5 


MUNSTER 


Cl\re 




41 


8 




Cork 




85 


13 




Kerry 




45 


5 




Limerick 




47 


2 




TiPPERARY 




3i 


3 




Waterford . 




21 


1 


LEINSTER 


Cahlow 




3 


4 




KiLDAUE 




4 


2 




Kilkenny 




11 


3 




King's Countt 




8 


2 




Longford • 




14 


2 




Louth 




5 


1 




Meath 




10 


1 




Queen's County 




12 


3 


I 


VVestmeath . 




12 


3 . 


'1 
II 


Wexford 




4 


2 


'1 

"1 

1 


WlCKLOW 




2 


3 


1 
1 
1 

1 
II 


Dublin 




— 


9 




745 


145 


I SUMMJ 

1 


^RY OF FOREGOING TABLE. 


Pkc 

.1 


>VIMCK 


No. of Committees 

to whom Grant* 

were made 


'No.of Committees 
Amalgamated 
or to whom no 

Granta were made 


1 

i,' Ulster 


• a • • • 


152 


1 

24 


'1 CoNNAUGHT 


• • • • • 


231 


54 


l| MUNSTER 

1 1 


277 


32 


|| Leinster 

1 


• • • • • 


85 


35 






745 

1 


145 



CONSTITUTION OF COMMITTEES. 
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TABLES SHOWING THE CONSTITUTION OF LOCAL COMMITTEES. 



PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 



COUSTT 






Catholic 
Clerjo'iiicn 


Clenrymen 

of other 

Dcnomlu-itions 

1 


Medical 
OfBccrs 1 

1 


Poor Law 
Guardians 


Other Lay 
Members 


Antrim 


4 


7 


2 




19 


Armagh 








13 


20 


7 


14 


76 


Cavan 








69 


62 


28 


64 


367 


•DoNKOAL 








85 


88 


46 


66 


322 


Down 








4 


3 


_ 


5 


31 


Fermanagh . 








28 


30 


11 


25 


175 


MONAGHAN . 








39 


36 


15 


21 


1:V2 


Tyrone 








36 


45 


14 


24 


174 


Derry 








4 


4 


2 


4 


13 










282 


295 


125 


223 


1,309 



* The Donegal Central Committee had forty-six Sub-Committees, composed of members as above, and 
six hundred and thlrty-eijfht grants were made by the Central Committee to these Sub-Committees. 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGflT. 



CouKxr 



Catholic 
Clergymen 



Clenrymen 

of other 

Denomination 



Medical 
OfBcers 



Poor Law 
Guardians 



Other Lay 
Members 



Galwat 


161 


69 


56 


94 


647 


Leitkih 


54 


30 


18 


64 


143 


Mayo 


95 


43 


26 


44 


568 


Koscommon . 


63 


• 24 


21 


41 


252 


Sligo 


47 


29 


20 


47 


243 




420 


195 


141 


290 


1,853 



province of munster. 



CoUXTT 


Catholic 
Clergymen 


CIerjr>Tncn 

of other 

Denuminations 


Medical 
Officers 


Poor Law 
Guardians 


Other Lay 
Members 


Clake 

Cork 

Kkkry 

LiMKKICK 
TiPPERARY . 

Wateeford . 


83 
171 

«2 
90 
68 
39 

533 


32 
94 
21 
38 
33 
20 


35 
52 
29 
23 
25 
19 

183 


67 
1C6 
72 
49 
43 
24 


356 
690 
296 
364 
364 
172 




238 


361 


2,242 
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PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 





Catholic 


('Icnr>Tnrn 


MMtCAl 


Poor Law 


Other Lay 


^'"^*" C:U.r.'>nK.n 


of (►tiior 
Deiiumi nations 


Officers 


Guardians 


Members 


Carlow ... 6 


6 


1 


1 


40 


KiLDARE 




. ' 11 


6 


4 


5 


37 


King's Couktt 




18 


9 


7 


9 


82 


KiLKFNST 






23 


11 


6 


10 


95 


LoXGFORD 






26 


16 


3 


13 


107 


Louth 






11 


7 


4 


12 


38 


Meath 






12 


9 


6 


14 


116 


Queen's County 






26 


22 


13 


18 


102 


Wlstmeatu . 






22 


13 


9 


12 


109 


WhXFORD 






8 


5 


3 


4 


18 


"VVlCKLOW 






3 


2 


2 


3 


19 


DUULIK 






3 


1 


1 


2 


4 








169 


107 


59 


103 


767 



SUMMARY OF FOREGOING FOUR TABLES. 



PnOVIKCE 


! 

Cat hole 
C'lortfjiiicn 


C'JfrjrjTncn 

of other 

Denominations 


Medical 
Officers 


Poor Law 
Guardians 


Other Lay 
Members 


Ulster 
coxxaught 
MrxsTEU 
Leixster 


282 
420 
533 
169 


■ 

295 
195 
238 
107 


125 

141 

183 

59 


223 
290 
861 
103 


1,309 

1.853 

2,242 

767 




1,404 


835 


508 


977 


6,171 
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LETTERS OF IIIISH BISHOPS. 
At a Meeting of tlic Coinmrttee, lield on Saturday, Jamiary 31st, 
the Lord flavor mentioned that lie had received a telegram fnmi New 

York, statiiif? tliat its " character, motives, and mode of distribution of 
money had been publicly questioned there, and that it would be desirable 
to send out a sanction of the Coniniitt(*e's proceedings by the Catholic 
Archbishops, which could be publislied in America." In reply to the 
above, tl:e following letter was issued to tlie Bishops : — 

"Mansion Housk Fund fou the Rklfef of Distuess in Iiieland. 

" Dublin, 30th Januarij, 1880. 
" Mr LoHD, 

" I am iuforrned that it has been publicly asserted in America that this Committee 
is influenced in the distribution of its funds by other motives than tlic desire to 
relieve distress, and that it is desirable we sliould have the express approval of the 
Catholic Hierarchy of our proceedings. In Ireland such statements would not be 
made, for everyone would know them to be without foundation, but when made else- 
where it becomes necessary that they should be formally corrected. Your Lordship 
is aware that every Catholic, as well as every Protestant Bishop in Ireland, is a 
member of this Committee. Our proceedings are public, and we have already had on 
oiu' books nearly 500 Local Committees to which we have granted relief. Of these, 
I need hardly say. the Catholic Priests are in all instances members, and in nearly 
every instance the Protestant Clergymen are associated with them. Our rules require 
that, when practicable, the clergy of all denominations shall be represented, but we 
do not delay sending relief in any case that appears urgent. We have already dis- 
tributed over £12,000 without any complaint in Ireland as to our bona Jides or 
impartiality. I enclose your Lordship a printed list of the members of our Committee, 
our Rules and our Query Sheet. As the sUitements that are being made would be 
calculated to stop the flow of subscriptions to our fund, and discredit our exertions if 
those statements obtained credence, I have now, in the cause of honesty and of 
justice, and in that of the famine-stricken people of this country, in whose service the 
Committee is working, to ask you to state, by return of post, whether, in your Lord- 
ship's opinion, this Committee is worthy or not of public confidence. 

'* I have the honom* to be, your Lordship's obedient servant, 

" E. DwifER Gray, Lord Mayor, Chairman,'* 

To this letter the following replies were received : — 

The Most Rev. Daniel M^Gettigan, Primate of All Ireland, wrote : — 

''Armagh, 2nd February, 1880. 
•* My dkah Loud Mayor, 

" The Mansion House* Committee for the Relief of the Distress in Ireland is 
engaged in the noblest work under the sun. The amount of good already done by it 
is marvellous. Everyone must have confidence in the integrity, honour, impartiality, 
and benevolent motive of its members. It is cruel to throw discredit on it. To bring 
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that Committee uihUt suspicion is a rrime akin to poisoning tlio wells tlr-it supply a 
l>esie*red city witli pure water. It is i<lle for me to add, that I have a firm trust in 
tlie fairness of your excellent Committee. 

** IJelieve me to remain, mv dear Lord Mavor, your faithful servant, 

*** Daniel M^Gettigax.*' 

Tlie Most Kev. Dr. MacCahe, wlio attended the next meeting, said : — 

*• 1 thou^rht it Iwtter to come Iwrv myself and personally enter my solemn protwt 
aprainst the charge hrought apiiiist this Committee. 1 myself have not come ia 
contact with i* in so far as l)ein;ran apj)licnnt for money, hut I have had an opportunity 
of meet in;: a jrreat many hishops in Maynooth, and J nmy tell you that I have heard 
from themselves the statements von have now heard from their letters, and their 
feelin;^, as mine, is one of comphte satisfaction and unbounded confidence in the 
operations of the Committee As some of the letters remindtnl us, it would he 
perhaps a miracle to find all the ^rentleinen aroiuid this table agreeing upon any subject 
except that of charity. 1 am sure wo would not all agree on religious doctrines, 
on politics, and on a great many social subjects ; but what brings us all here is the 
one jrreat cause, the cause of (i<Mllike charitv. Thoujjh it mav seem 8tran«rc», I think 
that, assuming these telegrams are correct, perhaps it is very fortunate the charge 
has iK'cn ma<le, for it has given an occasion for a great and generous outburst of 
approval of the pnx'eedings of the Committee. Had you gone on imchallenged there 
never wouhl have been such a unanimous expression of opinion. There is no evil 
so purely evil from which great goo<l may not come, and I think you may rather 
congratubite yourself on this charge* havin^r been made. Had the charge been 
confined to Ireland, the Lord Mayor unght have indeed aflfonled to despise it, but 
under the circumstances of its having been made in foreign parts, it was right they 
should now protest against it. For myself. T have the most unbounded faith in this 
Committee, and I am glad to know with contidence that we all rejoice at being able 
to work harmoniously." 

Ills Grace tlie Archbishop of Tuam wrote : — 

" St, Jarlath's, Tuam, January SUt, 1880. 
" My dear JjOut* Mayoh, 

*' Very willingly 1 bear testimcmy to the efhciency with which the Mansion 
House Committee has hitherto laboured in mitigating the distress of our sorely 
afllicted people, and in averting for the present, in certain localities, the horrors of 
the famine of thirty years ago. 

*' I remain, my dear Lord Mayor, your faithful servant, 

" * John, Archbishop of Tuam." 

Tlie Most licv. Dr. Croke, Airhbisliop of Cushel, wrote : — 

** T/ie Palace^ Thurles, February 2nd, 1880. 
"My dear Lohd Mayor, 

** I am in receipt of your circular, and beg to say in reply that T have no reason 
to think that the moneys placed at the disposal of the Mansion House Committee 
have not been judiciously apjdied. It is true, indeed, that 1 have no special fancy for 
certain members of the Conunittee, whose sympathies with our people I would be 
strongly disposed to question. But your name and other names are ample guarantee 
to me that no substantial wrong can be done our people in the distribution of the 
Mansion House Fund. 

" I have the honour to be, my dear Lord Mayor, 

" Your faithful servant, 

ii ^ T. W. Croke, Abp 
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The following letter was also received from His Grace the Protestant 
Archbishop of Dublin : — 

" The Palace, Stephen's Green, Dublin, Jan. 30th, 1880. 

" Haviii*r hiul some practical share from the beginning in the work of the Com- 
mittee of the Mansion House Relief Fund, and in the distribution of the money of 
whicli it has be«?n made the almoner, I feel called to bear witness to the spirit of 
entire fairness which has presided over all its arrangements, and to the absence of all 
considerations save only the necessities of the applicants, which has governed its 
distribution of the funds entrusted to it. 

"Richard C. Dlblin." 



''St. Javlath's College, Tuam, January 30M, 1880. 
*' ^Iy ef.ar Lord Mayor, 

*' Your letter literally astounds me. How it is any man, or men, could concoct 
such a calumny as that referred to in your letter passes my comprehension. Why, it 
is as notorious as any public fact can be, that the praiseworthy exertions and 
labours of your Committee are all undergone in the interests of the poor struggling 
tenants and starving poor of Ireland, without distinction of creed, and have 
already saved the lives of thousands of our afflicted poor. Your Committee, composed 
of gentlemen of every creed, who merge every other consideration in the interests of 
charity, dispense the charities confided to you with the greatest fairness, and, as far 
as I know, hav^e secured public confidence in your judgment atid impartiality. 

'• With sincerest esteem, believe me, very sincerely yours, 

"*JoiixM'EviLLY." 

1 he Most IJev. Dr. Duggan, Bishop of Clonfert, wrote : — 

" Loughrea, January 30M, 1880 
"My DKAfi Lord Mayor, 

** I am deeply pained to learn from your inquiry that imputations have been 
cast upon the integrity, or impartiality, or the motives actuating your Committee in 
their desire to afford relief to the distressed poor in this crisis. My means of informa- 
tion are extensive. The Committees to whom you are entrusting your funds in this 
district are composed of men of all political and religious shades. The utmost care is 
taken in distribution. The only test is destitution. 1 am astonished to hear of the 
imputations to which you refer. Already by your contributions to this quarter much 
misery has been alleviated, and as the season moves into spring, deaths without 
number will be the consequence unless some aid comes through a charitable public. 
It is quite true that our rulers should institute a system of public works. Our people 
want work, and not alms. In the absence of this aid from Government any one who 
would, by imputing unworthy motives to your Committee, check the hand of charity, 
will incur a dreadful responsibility before God and the country. No one here questions 
the honour, the motives, or the judicious action of your Committee. On the contrary, 
all approve and are deeply grateful. 

" I am, my dear Lord Mayor, sincerely yours, 

"•if Patuick Ddggan." 

The Most Rev. Dr. Conway, Bishop of Killala, wrote : — 

'* Ballina, Co. Mayo, February Ist, 1880. 
*' ^Iy Lord, 

** I am favoured by the receipt of your lordship's communication of the 30th ult., 
stating that ' it has been publicly asserted in America 'that the Mansion House 



320 APPENDIX XI. 

House Fund is worthy or not of public conlideuce. Whilst, for the sake of the 
suffering and hunger- stricken poor, I regret exceedingly that there should be any 
need of testifvinjj to the bona fidejf of vour Committee. I lose no time in statins^ that, 
as far as 1 know, the members of your Committee are justly considered to be working 
with impartiality and success for the alleviation of the prevailing distress. Whatever 
monevs vou have sent to the Di(K*ese of Ross, and, from all that 1 have heard and 
rcMtl, whatever moneys y<m have sent elsewhere, are being disbursed for one 
})jiiticular purpose, and that the intended and meritorious one of relieving the 
<listresse I |WM)r. Anything said or done to diminish the confidence which the public, 
up U) thi-s, has felt in the energy an 1 honesty of your Committee, tells heavily 
a;rainsi tliL^ famine-stricken people whom all should strive to serve, and who, as long 
as ilie (iovernment refuses to hear their cry for help, have no other resource left 
than that which is found in the union and co-operation of their patriotic fcllow- 
couutrynien, and in the compassionate sympathy of the charitably-disposed all over 
tlie world. 

*• I have the honour to remain, my dear Lord Mayor, 

*• Your Ix)rdships*8 obedient and faithful servant, 

" ^ Wm. FlTZGtSUALD. 



The Bishop of Kiuiore wrote : — 

** Cullies House, Cavan, February Isf, 1880. 
**Mv Dkar Loud Mayor, 

^' I beg to say that I have the utmost confidence in the Mansion House 
Committee, and consider that its members deserve the gratitude of the country for 
the noble and generous efforts they are making to relieve its distress. 

** I am, my dear Lord Mayor, faithfully yours, 

'' "if N. CoNATY, Kilmore. 

The following was received from the Most Rev. Dr. McCarthy, 
Bishop of Kerry :— 

" The Palace, KiUan\ey, February 1«/, 1880. 
** My deau IvOKi) Mayoi:, 

** I have no hesitation in expressing my opinion that your Committee is worthy 
of public confidence. 

*' I remain your Lordship's most faithful servant, 

** * D. McCarthy *' 



The Most Kev. Dr. Butler, Bi^^hop of Limerick, wrote : — 

" The Palace, Liwerick, February 1st, 1880. 
" My dkar Lokd ]\Iayom, 

*' In reply to your letter I hasten to say that I never enterUiined the slightest 
dou])t, nor did I ever hear a doubt expressed, of the honour and impartiality of the 
* Mansicm House Cominittec' in carrying' out the great work of charity to which they 
have so nobly devoted themselves. The country from end to end has the most 
absohitc confidence in their honesty and ability. 

** Believe me to be, yours most faithfully, 

"*Gko. Butlkr." 
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• 

relief of distress. The field is large ; there is more than enough work for all ; there 
is crying need that the efforts of all should be directed to the one great end of saving 
the people's lives. Hence, humanity, patriotism, charity, and every other motive* 
which can influence an upright mind, demand that each of us should sacrifice his 
private likings for the common good. 

" 1 am, my dear Ix)rd Mayor, your faithful servant, 

"lii ^hciiAEL LoGUK, Bishop of Raphoe." 

The following was received from the Bishop of Elphin : — 

" SUyo, January 3l5/, 1880. 
** My dfau Loi:d Mayou, 

" This evening's post has brought me your esteemed favour of yesterday, and I 
am glad you have given me the opportunity of expressing my opinion of the Alau'^ion 
House Committee, over which you preside. In Ireland it need not be observed that 
its members are men of respectable p )sition, high character, and considerable 
influence. They hold strong and widely-diverging opinions in religion and politics; 
yet they have never, that I know or have heard, manifested. the slightest religious or 
political bias in their discussions, or the Lord Mayor of Dublin's decisions as a 
Committee. Their bond of union, aiitl the sole object for wiiich they are associated, 
appears unmistakably to be the relief and prevention of distress amongst our poor 
people ; and considering the fearful, bewildering crisis with which your Committee 
has to deal, and the countless claims it has to weigh and decide, on information 
often unavoidably incomplete, it has, in my humble opinion, dispensed the funds 
entrusted to it with as much prudence and efhciency as could be expected from any 
^Central Committee, no matter how constituted. I have had many opportunities for 
forming the opinion I here express — and to express it, under the circumstances that 
call for it, is to me a duty of justice as well as of gratitude. It would be a public 
calamity if your Committee were allowed to be robbed of the confidence it has 
hitherto so justly enjoyed. 

** 1 have the honour to remain, my dear Lord ^layor, 

** Your faithful servant, 

"ii«L. Gii.LOOLV, Bishop of Elpliin." 

The Most Rev. Dr. Walsh E, Bisliop of Kildare and Leighlin, wrote : — 

*'^ Brayanza^ Carlow^ February 1, 1880. 
" My I^rd, 

" I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your lordship's respected 
communication of the 30th ult. 1 was painfully surprised at hearing the statement 
which was reported to you. It is certainly without foundation. 1 am confitlent that 
your excellent Oonnnittee possesses, as it eminently deserves, the confidence of the 
public, and is justly entitled to our warm gratitude for its generous and laborious 
exertions to reli(^ve the great distress now so general, and pressing so very sorely in 
many places upon our atHicted people. 

'* I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

*' Your I>irdship*s faithful servant, 

*'»i« Jamis Walsiik.'' 



The Most Rev. Wm. Fitzgerald, Bishop of IJoss, wrote : — 

"aSV. Patrick's Colleye^ Mayuoofh^ January 3K«f, 1880. 
** My dear Loi:d MAYon, 

** I am in receipt of your Dmlship s letter which duly reached me here, and in 
which you ask me to state whether, in my opinion, the Connnittee of the Mansion 
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The Bisnop of Ferns wrote : — 

" Enniscorthy, February 2nd, 1880. 
" My Loud, 

^^ I am most happy to state my belief that the Dublin Mansion House Committee 
deserves the fullest public coufideiiee in its distribution of the funds entrusted to its 
care, us well as the lastiug gratitude of the suffering people of Ireland. 

" I have the honour to be, my Lord, yours faitlif uUj, 

*'* M. Waubex, Bishop of Ferns." 



Tlie Bishop of Waterford wrote : — 

" Waterford, 2nd February, 1880. 
'* My Lord Mayor, 

ii I regret exceedingly to learn that it has been publicly stated in America that 
the Mansion House Committee for the relief of distress in Ireland is influenced in the 
distribution of the funds at its disposal by other motives than the desire to relieve 
distress. Such a statement is utterly groundless and most unwarrantable, and must 
be painful to the feelings of the gentlemen comprising the Committee, who give so 
much of tiieir valuable time in receiving and examining the numerous applications 
for relief. There is no hesitation in slating that the Committee is de8er\'ing in the 
liighest degrt»e of public confidence, and I trust that the reckless assertions referred to 
shall not have the effect of damaging the good work in which the members of the 
Committee are benevolently engaged. 

*'I am, my dear Lord Mayor, yours very sincerely, 

" >i4 John Powun, Bishop of Waterford." 



Tlie following was received from the Vicar-Gexeral of Killaloe : — 

''Kiilaloe, 2nd February/, 1880. 
" My Loud Mayor, 

'As the Bisliop, Dr. Planner}', is in Paris, no communication can be received 
fro'.n him in reply to either your letters or your telegrams within the time specified. 

** I am, my Lord Mayor, your obedient servant, 

** F. J. Rkdmond, P.p., V G." 



The Bisnop of Ardagh wrote : — 

" Bishop's Ifouse, Newt own forbes, Co. Longford, 

'' SUt Januaru, 1880. 
'' ^Iy LonD Mayor, 

*' In reply to your I/)rdship\s favour of yesterday, I beg to assure you and your 
worthy co-operators in the holy work of relief of distress in Ireland, that 1 deem your 
Comniittee worthy of the fullest confidence. Your efforts on behalf of our destitute 
poor deserve the heartfelt gratitude of every friend of Ireland and humanity. 

** I have the honour to remain, my dear Lord Mayor, 
** Very faithfully yours, 

" ^ Batith. Woodlock, Bishop of Ardagh." 
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The Bishop of Cork wrote and telegraphed :— 

" Cork, February indj 1880. 
**My Lord Mayor, 

^^ I received a circular regarding the Mansion House Fund Committee, signed by 
your Lordship, and as no other name appears in the document, I trouble your Lordship 
with my reply. I place the most implicit confidence in the benevolence, the 
impartiality, and the prudence of the Mansion House Committee. 

** I have the honour to be, your Lordship's faithful servant, 

" 4* William Delaky." 

(telegram.) 

" F«6. 3r(f, 1880. 

" Right Rev. Dr. Dklany, Blackrock ; the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, Dublin. 

'* I place the most implicit confidence in the benevolence, the impartiality, and 
prudence of the Mansion House Committee." 



The Bishop of Clogher wrote : — 



" Monaghan, 2nd Feb,, 1880. 



" My T^rd Mayor, 

" I very willingly testify that the Dublin Mansion House Committee, established 
for the relief of Irish distress, has my unbounded confidence. No one here entertains 
the smallest misgiving as to the bona fides and impartiality of your Committee, and 
vast good has been ali*eady done by it throughout the famme-stricken districts of the 
country, without manifesting the slighest political or religions bias. As to certain 
statements, alleged to have been made in America, calculated to injure the character 
of your organisation, I would hope and be half inclined to believe there may be some 
mistake or misunderstanding. 

^^ I am, my Lord Mayor, your faithful servant, 

" ^ James Domnblly, Bishop of Clogher." 



The Bishop of Ossory wrote : — 

" Kilkenny, 2nd Feb., 1880. 
" My dear Lord Mayob, 

"In reply to the query which has come to hand, whether I consider the Mansion 
House Committee for the relief of distress in Ireland deserving or not of public 
confidence, I hasten to reply that your Committee has already effected an immense 
amoimt of good, and, in my opinion, merits in the fullest manner the public confidence. 
It is only to be expected that when great good is being effected, and when all our 
leading men, whatever their political opinions may be, are found united in promoting 
the work of charity, some persons should be found anxious to sow dissensions and to 
introduce elements of discord into your deliberations. I trust that your Committee 
will pay no attention to such persons, but will continue to promote with the same 
energy as in the past this great work of public beneficence and true Christian charity 
in which you have so meritoriously taken a leading part. 

" Believe me to remain your faithful servant, 

" iJ^Patbjck FbanciSi Bishop of Ossory." 
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The following letter was read from Most Rev. Dr. Ndlty, Bishop 
of Meath : — 

** My dear Lord Mayor, 

** In the circumstances in wliicli I happened to be placed I could not reply to 
your circular of yesterday in time for last evening's post. In the chorus of 
approval which that circular has evoked to-day I heartily concur. That the 
Mansion House Relief Committee enjoys the confidence, and is entitled to the 
gratitude of the country, seems a truism to which everyone seems willing to bear 
testimony, and to which I most cheerfully and sincerely subscribe. 

*' I remain, my dear Lord Mayor, ever respectfully yours, 

" * Thomas Ndlty." 



The following letter was received from the Most Rev. Dr. Dorrun : — 

Chichester Park, Feb. 4, 1880. 
" My df.au Loud Mayor, 

'' On my return from County Down this evening, I beg to acknowledge the 
receipt to-day of your Lordship's letter in reference to the Relief Committee. Up 
to the present we received no aid in this diocese from the Mansion House Committee, 
thoufrh in the parish of Kilcoo, County Down, the clergy had to provide for 150 of 
the labouring adults wlio had not their dinner on Christmas Day. Your Committee 
knew nothing of tliis, and is not to blame. These poor fellows, having no work at 
home, went to England, but their employment ceased there from the slackness in the 
iron works, and they had to come home })cnniles8. This will show your Committee 
how far you are from knowing the extent of the distress over the whole country. 
However, 1 am glad to say 1 heard no complaints of partiality in the distribution 
of the funds ; nor do I for a moment believe any member could be influenced by 
any other motive than to relieve real want. Still, the question is, was the right 
thing done ? Could not your Committee have started by using its influence to force 
the (Government to give employment and save us from a gigantic system of soup 
kitchens, which perpetuate misery and do veiy little to allay hunger. Work brings 
wages, and wages wants no alms. If your Committees had turned to this way of 
relieving distress they were too influential to have failed, and no little jealousies 
would disedii'y the public. Wages in the beginning ; alms, alas, now ! I have had 
no experience of your Committee, but would agree with the Bishop of Elphiu that 
diocesan, not county, committees are more workable for the distribution of relief. 
Here we made a collection in our churches as soon as we saw alms to be inevitable, 
and we sent them, like the Christians in the famine under Claudius Csesar, by the 
hands of Bainabas and Saul, to help the Christians in Judea — to the bishops. 

" I have the honour to remain, my dear Lord Mayor, 

*' With great esteem, faithfully yours, 

" * P. DORRIAK." 



APPENDIX Xn. 



REPORT OF THE DONEGAL COUNTY COMMITTEE. 

• 

The Donegal Central Committee held its first meeting on January 4th, 1880. 
It owed its origin to the alarming reports of destitution which daily came in from 
every part of the county, and to a belief that funds would be more successfully 
collected and more equally distributed, and that thus the distress could be more 
effectually met by a central body, in the chief town, than if each locality were left 
to appeal on its own behalf, with the probable result of receiving not as much 
in proportion to its needs as to the earnestness of its demands. 

At first discouraged by the magnitude of the work before them, and fearing 
to wound local susceptibilities, the members resolved to confine their action to the 
northern half of the county, leaving the leading residents of the southern half 
to organise a similar Central Committee in the town of Donegal. Several causes, 
however, soon led to the abandonment of this plan. In the first place, so far 
from encountering any local jealousy, except on the part of a small knot of gentlemen 
in one district, the Committee received assurance of ready and zealous co-operation 
from every part of the county. Secondly, the funds then at the disposal of the 
Committee being almost exclusively made up of contributions sent to the Bishop 
from America and elsewhere, it was found practically impossible to distribute them 
in due proportion between two central bodies. Thinlly, the Mansion House Com- 
mittee, having decided to distribute through our Central Committee the portion of 
its funds which should be granted to Donegal, very properly required that we should 
take charge of the whole county. 

Accordingly, at a meeting held on January 19th, it was resolved that the Com- 
mittee should act as a Central Committee for the whole county. 

At first the Barony of Innishowen created a difficulty. As it belongs to the 
Diocese of Derry, an accurate knowledge of the condition of the people, for which 
the Committee had to rely very much on the expenence of its clerical members, 
could not be easily obtained in the case of Innishowen. Then there was a serious 
doubt whether the Bishop of Raphoe could distribute outside its limits the large 
funds sent to him expressly for his own diocese. This difficulty, however, was over- 
come by the Bishop's leaving entirely to the wisdom of the Committee the decision of 
the question of justice, and by the Committee trusting to the well-known honesty 
of the clergy and leading residents of Innishowen for the necessary local 
knowledge. 

Henceforth the Committee extended its action to every part of the county, and 
soon had in connexion with it forty-six Parochial Committees. Both the Central 
and Parochial Committees were constituted according to the strictest require- 
ments of impartiality, following, in this respect, to the letter, the rules laid down by 
the Mansion House Committee. The Central Committee included among its 
members the Catholic Bishop of the Diocese, the Protestant Bishop of Derry and 
Raphoe, the clergy of all denominations, medical men, the county members, deputy 
lieutenants, magistrates, public officials, poor-law guardians, the leading merchants 
of the town, together with the chairmen of all the Parochial Committees. 

From January till the end of July, the Committee had from 60,000 to 70,000 
individuals on its relief lists. In providing for the necessities of this multitude of 
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Buffercra, over £34,000, witli the exception of a small balance remaining in bank, 
have been expended. Nor does this large sum represent all that has been done for 
the relief of distress through the agency of the Committee. Considerable quantities 
of food, seed, and clothing, of which tlie Committee could not easily take account in 
making out a balance sheet, have been forwarded to the Conmiittee for distribution. 
In addition to these, large sums were occasionaUy sent to the Chairman with direc- 
tions from the donors to apply them to. particular districts. As these sums were not 
left at the disposal of the Committee to l>e voted by them in the ordinary way, they 
naturally were excluded from the balance-sheet of the Committee, but will be 
accounted for in a separate balance sheet to be prepared by the Chairman. 

The greatest care has been taken by the Committee that the large sums com- 
mitte<l to them for the relief of distress should be adminbtered with the strictest 
economy. They cannot give a better proof of their success in this respect than the 
fact that their working expenses, up to the time when their accounts were submitted 
for audit, was only £48. To this sum i'8 has since been added for printing, and a 
small fee, not yet determined, must be paid to the auditor. 

Of the working of the Committee it may not become a member to speak in 
complimentary terms ; still I may be permitted to state that it has been characterized 
throughout by harmony, cordiality, zeal for the welfare of tlie sufferers and remark- 
able unanimity on every question which has come before it. 

Whilst the Committee believe that they have laboured conscientiously for the 
alleviation of distress, they feel that the success of their efforts is mainly due to the 
generous charity of the American people and the aid which they received from the 
Mansion House Committee, the New York Herald Committee, and the Liverpool 
Conimittec. To the Mansion House Committee they are under a special obligation 
not only for a chief part of their funds, but also for advice and direction, and for the 
geiien)us and active sympathy which its members have shown throughout for the 
suffering people of Donegal. 

I enclose copies of the abstract of accounts. 

•if Michael Logue, Bishop of Kaphoc, Chairman. 

Lettcrhenny, 28</i October, 1880. 
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^r. Balance Sheet of the Donegal Central Relief Fund. 
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AUSTHALLIN CORRESPONDENCE. 



" Town Hali^ Geelonj, January 20th, 1880. 
** Dkah Si II, 

** We liiivc the pleasure to roniit the accompanying Draft for £650 to the ' Irish 
Kolief Fund/ This sum, cheerfully contrihuted by the inhabitants of Greclong audits 
vicinity, represents various classes, creeds and countries. It is hardly necessary to 
express the desire tiiat it nuiy be distributed on the same broad and benevoleot basis. 

" We liave the honor to Ix*, dear Sir, yours faitlifully, 

** J. H. CosNoi:, Mayor, Chairman. 
'* Signed on behalf of the Committee. 

•• Denis 0'Bi:ikn, Town Councillor, Hon. Treasurer. 

'* Borough Geelong West. 



Tiio Ki^'ht Honorable The Lfjrd Mayor of Dublin." 



*'^I\ L()i:i), *• Town Haliy Melbourne^ 22ndJanuarf/^ 1880. 

'* 1 have much pleasure in nlhcially n(»tifying to your Lordship what you have 
already been made acquaiiitetl with by telegram, that a subscription has been 
commenced in Victoria, to raise funds for the relief of the distress now unhappijj 
prevailing in Ireland. 

'• A requisition numerously and intiuentially signed, was presented tome as Mayor 
of MellMiurne, to convene a public meeting in the T«)wn Hall, which was held on the 
l>th instant. 1 beg leave to enclose an account of the proceedings, as recorded in the 
daily pajKTs of the lOtli instant. 

**()n the ITitli instant, in conjunction with the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, SiR John O'Siianassv, 1v.C..M.(J.,^I.I*., I had the satisfaction of telegi'aph- 
iiig to your Jjordship tlirough tiie rni<»n Bank of Australia, London, an intimation 
that the sum of five thousand pounds was placed to your credit at call in that 
institution as a first remittance. Subscriptions from all classes continue to pour in to 
the Central Committee, Melbourne, from all parts of Victoria, and great liberality 
and generosity are manifested, so tiiat further sums will be transmitted to you by the 
same channel of connnunication, and in a similar manner, with as little delay as 
t>ossible. 

'' It will afford me satisfaction to be enabled to furnish to the subscribers, such 
reports as your Lordship nniy favour me with of the proceedings of the Central 
Committee over which you preside, and which will doubtless gratify the feelinc 
expressed at the public meeting here, that the distribution should be impartially made 
throughout Ireland. 

*' I have the honor to be, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient servant, 

" Gkoroe Mkares, Mayor of Melbourne, Treasurer* 

" The Right Honorable the Lord Mayor of Dublin." 
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" Internattojial Exhibition, 1879, Offices, Macquarie-street, 

" My Lord, " Sydney, 2dth January, 1880. 

<' I have the honor to state for your information, that the inauguration of the 
movement for the collection of funds to alleviate the distress in Ireland, the City of 
Sydney and the Colony of New South Wales have sent in large donations, and the 
sums received have been remitted to you by wire as follows : — 

Through Bank of Australasia .. ... £1,000 

London Chartered Bank ... ... 1,000 

Bank of New South Wales ... ... 1,500 

Commercial Bank ... ... ... 2,000 

Union Bank of Australia ... ••• 1,000 

Joint Stock Bank ... ... ... 1,000 

English and Scottish Bank ... ... J, 000 



•* Eight thousand five hundred pounds. £8,500 

^* This amount has been sent free of exchange by the above Banks, and has been 
contributed by all classes and creeds of the community. 

** Further sums will be remitted as received, and it is estimated that three or 
four thousand pounds are yet to come in. 

" It is lioped that the response made by the Australian Colonies to the appeal for 
help from Ireland will materially mitigate the existing distress, and be accepted as a 
testimony of the good will felt in Australia towards the Irish people. 

** I have the honor to be, my Lord, your most obedient servant, 

**P. A. JicNNixGs, Hon. Treasurer Irish Relief Fund. 
*• The Right Honorable the Lord Mayor of Dublin." 



" Court House, Charters Towers, Queensland, SOth March, 1880. 

**SlH, 

*' As Honorary Secretary to the Irish Distress Relief Fund I now have the 
pleasure to hand you first of Exchange pro £108 2s. 9d. ; second of Exchange by 
following mail. 

^^ The amount now remitted is the balance in our hands of the contributions 
(amounting in all to £*708 2s. Od.) given by the people of Charters Towers for the 
relief of our distressed fellow countrymen in Ireland. 

^* Trusting that the national response made throughout these colonies, and from 
all parts of the British Empire, may be found ample to meet all claims, and relieve 
the existing distress, 

** I have the honour to be, your Lordship's obedient servant, 

" Edmund Moiiky, Police Magistrate, Hon. Secretary to Fund. 

**The Right Honorable The Lord Mayor of Dublin." 



" Sand/inrsf, County of Bendlyo, Victoria, Australia, April 1st, 1880. 

" My IjOijd, 

** We iiHve now the honor to remit per this mail a further sum of £725, as the 
second contribution of the people of Sandhurst and District towards the relief of the 
distressed poor in Ireland. We need not express to you the regi-et which we feel at 
the continued distress which still exists there, and we trust that the previous remittance 
of £700, together with that now made, may be the means, in some degree, of tending 
towards its alleviation. 

" We have the honor to be, your Lordship's most obedient servants, 

" John Woodwabd, Mayor, 
•' Andiiew Thunder, Treasurer. 
"John Nklson, Hon. Secretary. 

*' The Right Honorable The Lord Mayor of Dublin." 
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** Sytlney Intermitional Exhibitianj 1879, Office of the Comndsfion^ 

'« 153, Macquaru-^reei^ SydMy, 2^tk Aprils 1880. 
'* My dear Lord Mayor, 

** The enclosed li^U show the amount forwarded by me op to ih» pteseot date, 
and also indicate the agencies through which these cable remittances have been mide. 

'* it irt pn»p(>8cHl to hold a full meeting of the Committee on Monday, the 26tk 
instant, to wind up the affairs of the Fund, and 1 hope to be able to tnuisniit you about 
£2,000 more a little after tl at date, which will make £27,000 altogether from 
Sydney, Wing the contribution of New South Wales, 

''1 am glad to see our prosperous offshoots, Victoria and Queensland, have also 
contributed hu-gely to your fund. 

** Believe mc, my dear Lord Mayor, yours most faithfully, 

" P. A. j£XNINGS 

»* The Right llonorable The Lord Mayor of Dublin." 



" Carlton Hou8€j Perth, Western Australia, May Isl, 1880. 
'* My Loud, 

^^ I had the honor of addressing you on the 22nd of March, informing you that 
1 liad instructed the Manager of the Branch of the Union Bank here to remit by 
telegram to your credit, with their head otiicc in London, tlie sum of £500, and also 
on the 5th of April I had again the pleasure of informing your Lordship that a further 
remittance of £400 was forwanled to the same Bank to your credit, and I have now, 
my Lord, the great pleasure of remitting to your credit at the same Union Bank of 
Loudon, the sum of £275, as our final remittance to the Mansion House Fund, for 
the relief of our famine-stricken fellow-subjects in Ireland, and I trust to hear that by 
this time all cause for anxiety has been removed by the liberality of all parts of Her 
Majesty's dominions, and the kindness of our American kinsmen. It has, my Lord, 
been a great soiuxje of gratification to myself and the Committee, that our appeal to 
our fellow-colonists of all creeds and denominations for giving a helping hand (however 
small) to this national and praiseworthy work has been so generally responded to, and 
trust, that with God's blessing this mutual good feeling will have the effeet of more 
closely cementing the bonds of union between all parts of the British dominions. I 
see that numbers of people are emigrating to America. I hope some day to see the 
tide of emigration turned to this part of the Empire, as I fully believe there are few 
places where an honest, sober and able-bodied working man can do better. We are 
still suffering from the want of farm-labourers and domestic servants, and I should be 
glad to see some of my suffering fellow-countrymen come and try their fortunes 
with us. 

" We may, my Lord, have perhaps a small sum toHransmit after tbis, which will 
be forwarded in the same way, and I hope in due time to hear that all these remittances 
have duly come to hand. 

" I have the honor to i*cmain, my Lord, with all respect, 

" Your Lordship's obedient servant, 

*' Samuel Evans Burg ess, 
" Chairman of Comtnittee for the Irish Relief Famine Fund. 

" The Right Honorable The Lofd Mayor of Dublin." 
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" Corporation of Hohart Town^ Town Hall, llobart Town, June Sth, 1880. 

.** My Lord, 

** I have the honor to enclose to your Lordship a Draft on the Bank of New 
South AVales, London, for the sum of 4*25 9 6«. 3d,y being the balance of the sum 
collected here in laid of the above fund, wliich^ with the sum of £2,000 before trans- 
mitted, makes the total amount subscribed £2,259 (ys. Sff, 

** Permit me to say 1 have not received any acktabwledglnent of the two 'sums of 
;£1,00C) respectively referred to in my letters of the 3rd March and 20th April, which 
certainly would have been satisfactory, the omission being a matter of surprise. 

*' I have the honor to be, my Lord, yoiu: Lordship's obedient servant, 

" J. M. Burgess, Mayor of the City of Hobart Town. 

'* The Right Honorable The Lord Mayor of Dublin." 

Summiuy for Tasmania. 

llobart Town ..• ... ... ie2,259 6 3 

Launceston ... ... ... 1,437 10 



Total, £3,696 7 1 



IRISH DISTRESS RELIEF FUND. 

CoMMiiTKB Roo3as, TowN Haix, Sydnev. 

Lint oj Bemittances/orwarded/ram Sydnet;, New South Wales, to Lord Mayor of Dublin. 

January, 13th, Bank of Australasia ... £1,000 

14th, London Chartered Bank ... 1,000 

17th, Bank of New South Wales 1,500 

22nd, Commercial Bank ... 2,000 

80th, Union Bank ... ... 1,000 

3( I th, Australian Joint Stock ... 1 ,000 

30th, English and Scottish ... 1,000 

31st, Oriental Bank ... ... 1,000 

February, 6th, Mercantile Bank ... 1,000 

6th, Bank of New Zealand .. 1,000 

6th, City Bank ... ... 1,000 

12th, Bank of New South Wales 2,500 

19th, Bank of Australasia ... 1.500 

20th, Union Bank ... ... 1,500 

March, 1st, Commercial Bank ... .. 1,500 

2nd, Oriental Bank ... ... 1,000 

8th, Australian Joint Stock ... 1,000 

8th, English and Scottish ... 1,000 

19th, London Chartered Bank ... 1,500 

19th, Mercantile Bank .. 1,000 

£25,000 
'* N.B.-**A sum of nearly JS2,000 is available for remittance after the 26th inst 

" P. A. J.'* 
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REPORT OF IRISH RELIEF FUND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

Owing to a series of unavoidable delays I have been compelled to postpone, until 
I had eyeiything complete, my Report of the Irish Relief Fund movement in this 
colony. It is now a little over nine months since South Australia took the lead of all 
the Australian Colonies in organizing practical initiatory steps towards helping Ireland 
in her then melancholy state of distress. 

On Friday, December 19, 1879, a public meeting was held in White's Rooms, 
Adelaide, presided over by His Worship the Mayor (E. T, SiirrH, Esq., M.P.), at 
which resolutions were adopted, expressing sympathy with the Irish people, and a large 
and influential Committee was formed to give effect to those resolutions. His 
Worship the Mayor was chosen Chairman ; Sir George Kingston, Treasurer; and 
M. T. Montgomery, Hon. Secretary. This Committee shortly after appointed a 
Sub-Committee, consisting of the Mayor (Chairman), Hon. H. Scott, M.L.C., Messrs. 
J. C. Bray, M.P., W. K. Simms, M.P., Hugh Fraser, M.P., W. C. Buik, C. 
C.Kingston, D. M'Naiiar\,F. Wiiolohan,P.Healey, J. J.Laffin and M.H.Davis, 
to whom was entrusted the real work of carrying on the movement. At first 
the information to hand bearing on the distress being of a somewhat meagre chanicter, 
it was decided to postpone prompt action until a reply was received from the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin (then about to retire from office) to a cablegram sent him by the 
Mayor of Adelaide, enquiring if the distress in Ireland warranted public appeal here. 
After an unaccountable delay of ten days, an answer was received in the affirmative, 
which was followed in a few days by a telegram from the then Lord Mayor elect, the 
Right Hon. E. Dwyer Ghat, M.P., stating — "Distress severe; assistance urgent." 
This itself was sufficient evidence to work upon ; but all doubt was, however, dispelled 
by the announcement the following morning in the telegraphic columns of the Register 
and Advertiser that the Duchess of Marlborough, wife of the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, had started a fund for the relief of the distress in Ireland, and that Her 
Most Gracious Majesty the Queen had contributed the handsome donation of £500 
towards it. The Sub-Committee lost no time, but commenced their very onerous 
task with a zeal and eaqiesness which they continued to exercise until the fund was 
closed. The same plan was decided on which made the Indian Famine Fund such 
a success, the details of which were supplied to me by Mr. A. Abrahams, whose 
courtesy I am here desirous of gratefully acknowledging. Acting under the directions 
of the Sub-Committee, I sent a circular to every Mayor and Chairman of District 
Council in the colony, requesting them to call a public meeting in their particular 
districts, with the view of forming local committees to co-operate with the Central 
Committee in enlisting the sympathy of the public, and raising subscriptions for so 
noble a purpose. To these meetings it was decided to send delegates from the 
Central Committee, but a difficulty was experienced in finding a sufficient number 
who could spare the time, and consequently on my shoulders was thrown almost 
exclusively the very arduous but pleasing task of advocating the cause of my suffer- 
ing countrymen upon the public platform. The telegrams which appeared from time 
to time in the daily papers, together with extracts from home journals on the arrival 
of each mail, presented a state of poverty and suffering in Ireland, little less in its 
terrible effects than the melancholy period of 1847 and 1848. The tales of woe were 
such as to arouse the universal sympathy of the Australian people, in proof of which 
I would call attention to a remark made by the Lord Mayor of Dublin at a recent 
public gathering, viz., that of the £180,000 collected altogether by the Dublin 
Mansion House Committee, fully £90,000 had been contributed by the Australian 
Colonies. 

I now approach the practical portion of the work, and in doing so intend to give 
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a detailed account of the lists sent out, and also a comparison, showing the gross 
amounts collected in the principal neighbouring colonies and the average donation 
per head, taking as the basis of my calculation the latest census returns. In lists and 
books there were distributed altogether 2,427, as follows : — Municipalities, 18 ; 
District Councils, 102; newspapers, 25 ; establishments, 140; institutes, 90; post- 
masters, 437 ; managers of stations. 190; banks, 101 ; hotels, 618 ; lighthouses, 16; 
schools, 319 ; police stations, 89 ; various committees, 282. Total, 2,427. Of this 
number there were returned with cash 682 ; blank, 737 ; not returned, 1 ,008. 

The total receipts were j£8,456 is. 6d. In the above sum I have not included 
the amount collected at Kapunda, which reached the handsome figure of £420, and 
was forwarded direct, making a total realized in this colony of £8,876 4». 6d. 

On June 30, 1879, the population of Victoria was 887,435, and her contributions 
to the fund amounted to close on £'33,000, being an average per head of 8fc{. On 
the same date the census returns show that New South Wales had a population of 
712,019 persons, and her gross contributions came to a little over £31,000, or an 
average of lO^d. per head. On December 31, 1878, the population of South 
Australia was roughly estimated at 252,000, making an average donation per head 
of S\d, ; and Qucensland,with her 210,510 persons, gave over 1*11,000, or an average 
of 13ld. Taking into consideration the relative wealth of each of the above colonies, 
the result is, that Queensland was the largest contributor. South Australia stands 
second. New South Wales third, and Victoria fourth. 

Of the warm sjonpathy with which the people of this and the adjoining colonies 
took up this movement from the start, it is impossible to speak in too high terms of 
praise. I feel it ditficult to refer in sufficiently complimentary terms to the kind feeling 
displayed by the Press, whose editorial columns w'ere freely used for the purpose of 
enlisting popular sympathy. The entertainments got up for the benefit of the fund 
were with one exception financial failures ; but I think it only just to make special 
mention of the kindness shown by Mr. J as, Allison, who gave the use of his Theatre 
for a night's performance, and Sir. Arthur G.arner, who gave the services of his 
company. Amongst others deserving of special notice I must not forget Messrs. R. 
Cleland & Sons, of Port Adelaide, who stored,free of charge,for several months, some 
two hundred and odd bags of wheat ; also Mr. J. C. Bray, M.P., and Mr. W. K. Simms, 
M.P., who made a vigorous personal canvas of the city in connection with the Mayor, 
to whom 1 shall have occasion to refer later on. The Hon. the Chief Secretary, in 
giving JL*25 worth of postage stamps, and the Hon. the Commissioner of Public Works, 
in allowing all contributions of wheat to be transmitted free on the Government 
railways, exhibited kindly feeling, which should not be forgotten by the Irish people. 
The fund had another warm supporter in Mr. J. W. B. Croft, of the Telegraphic 
Department, who was instrumental in collecting £141 16*. 6e/. from the operators on 
the Port Darwin line, £50 of which was obtained by a young lady .(Miss Little). 
But the heart and soul of the movement was our present popular Mayor of Adelaide 
(Mr. E. T. Smith, M.P.) The eagerness with which he worked from the very 
commencement of the fund, stamps him as the most genuine and ardent friend the 
suffering poor of Ireland have had in the Australian Colonies. When I mention that 
by his own individual labours he collected over £600, 1 think this statement falls far 
short of the compliment he is entitled to. In him the Irish people have had a good 
kind friend, who laboured hard to rescue them from their miserable position. The 
amount actually remitted from the colony was £8,029 17^. 5<f. There is yet a small 
balance to the credit of the fund in the bank, which will be forwarded in a few days. 

I have endeavoured to make this Report as complete as possible, and when it is 
read, as it will be, by millions of my countrymen, I have no doubt that there will 
run through every Irish heart a feeling of gratitude and thanf^fulness towards those 
who held out a helping hand to save them from the fearful scurge of famine. 

M. T. Montgomert, 

Hon. Secretary t Irish Belief Fund, 
Adelaide, October 11, 1880, 
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REPORT OF IRISH RELIEF FUSD, SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
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Amounts Rkceived. 










From — 




£ 


s. 


d. 


From— 




£ 


8. 


d. 


Adelaide 


••• 


2,109 


13 





Robe 


••• 


43 


9 


6 


Mount Gambler 


• • • 


51d 


7 


10 


T^aura 


•.. 


42 


17 


6 


Norwood 


... 


274 


18 


5 


Oulnina Station 


• • • 


40 








Burra 


•^ 


268 


5 


4 


Yongala 


• •• 


89 


19 


6 


Port Augusta 


... 


243 


8 





Rapid Day 


. * • 


88 


17 


7 


Jamestown 


... 


237 


5 


7 


Melrose 


••• 


87 


6 


2 


Port Adelaide 


... 


215 


7 


2 


Condowie 


... 


86 


8 


4 


Gawler 


... 


204 


15 





Moonta 


... 


86 


2 


8 


Sevenhills and Clare ... 


201 


15 


9 


Yarcowie 


• • . 


82 


10 





Saddle worth ... 


... 


189 


18 


11 


Strathalbyn ... 


... 


31 


18 


6 


Narracoorte . . . 


•• • 


174 


16 


2 


Alma 


••• 


81 


16 


8 


(fcorgetown ... 


••• 


154 


14 


3 


PortPirie 


. • • 


81 


4 


3 


Millieent 


... 


151 


10 





Narridy 


... 


80 


5 





Operatoi*8 on Port Darwin 








Blanchetown 


•• . 


29 








Line, per J. 


W. B. 








Keyneton 


••. 


26 


15 


6 


Croft, Esq., 


... 


141 


16 


6 


Virginia 


•• 


26 


1 


6 


Beautiful Valley 


• t . 


136 


18 





Cailington 


... 


24 16 


4 


Yarcowie 


.•• 


112 


15 





Yorketown 


... 


23 


15 


9 


West Torrens 


... 


99 


9 


4 


Balaklava 


... 


23 


8 


4 


Caltowie 


... 


97 


14 


3 


Spalding 


•(. 


22 


1 





Port Lincoln ... 


• • • 


93 


11 


8 


Canowie Station 


. • • 


21 


8 





Koolunga 


• •• 


92 


7 





Yatina 


... 


21 


5 





Kadina ••• 


... 


88 


12 


3 


Kenton Valley 


••• 


20 16 


10 


Naime •«• 


... 


86 


11 


6 


Angaston 


... 


19 


18 





Morphett Vale 


• . a 


80 


6 


4 


Mount Bruce Station . . . 


18 


10 





Redhill 


• •• 


80 


4 


3 


Terowie 


. « • 


17 16 





Lancelot 


• • • 


79 


1 


10 


Hoyleton 


• •a 


17 


18 





North Adelaide 


• •• 


74 


3 


6 


Two Wells ... 


• a. 


17 


14 





Milang 


• • • 


69 


18 


10 


Salisbury 


• • 


17 


9 


6 


Crystal Brook 


... 


69 


10 





Bramfield Station 


... 


17 


2 





Gladstone 


• • • 


67 


15 





Light 


... 


17 


1 


6 


Mintaro 


• •• 


66 


9 





Waterloo 


• •• 


15 


15 


6 


Glenelg 


• •• 


63 


15 


11 


Farrell's Flat 


... 


15 


7 


6 


Kiverton 


... 


63 


12 


6 


Undalya 


• •a 


15 


2 


9 


Willunga 


... 


61 


9 


6 


Yattala 


... 


18 


16 





Beltana 


• t • 


59 


11 





Yardea 


... 


13 


15 





Teatree Gully 


... 


56 


3 


3 


Canowie Station 


• •• 


18 


12 


6 


Pekina 


* • • 


54 


19 





Booyoolie 


• .• 


18 


3 





"Wamertown ... 


• *. 


54 


17 


4 


Limestone Ridge 


... 


13 








Border Town 


. *• 


52 


2 





Pinda 


... 


12 


15 


6 


Maitland 


... 


52 


2 





Warooka 


• • • 


12 


12 





Quorn 


• •• 


52 


1 


3 


Hamilton 


... 


12 


11 





Mannum 


... 


51 


6 


3 


Keilli 


.•• 


12 


11 





Marion •«• 


• •• 


47 10 





McEwiu 


••• 


12 


2 


6 



AUSTRALIAN CO£B£SPON])£NCE. 



.835 



From — 


£ 


8, 


d. 


From— 




£ 8. 


d. 


Stirling, East 


.11 


10 


6 


Para Wirra ««. 


.•• 


4 5 





Ciirnamona 


10 


15 





Middleton 


••. 


3 17 


6 


Tanunda 


10 


12 





Nalpa Station 


• • • 


3 14 





Hallett 


10 








Warcowie Station 


««. 


3 4 


6 


Palmer 


9 


8 


6 


Mudia Wirra 


«•• 


2 10 





Fi*eeling 


9 


4 


8 


Minlaton 


••* 


2 5 


4 


Mount Torrens 


9 


3 


6 


Unley 


•*• 


2 4 


6 


Ediowio ... . •• 


7 


17 


6 


. Gepp's Cross 


••• 


8 2 





Truro 


7 


13 





Kangarilla 


••. 


1 15 





Mingibbe 


7 


10 


G 


Armagh 


... 


1 14 





Apoinga 


7 


5 





Eudunda 


... 


1 12 





Modbury ••• 


6 


18 


6 


Portallock Station 


••• 


1 11 


4 


Gumeracha ••• 


6 


17 


6 


Willowie 


• • . 


1 11 





Kanyaka 


6 


14 





Finniss Point 


• • . 


1 10 





Myrtle Spring Station 


••» 6 


13 





Matt Station 


«•• 


1 10 





Portee Station 


6 


5 


G 


Venus Bay ••• 


... 


1 5 


8 


Brimbago Station 


6 


3 


6 


Cradock 


• • • 


1 2 


G 


Joyce Station 


6 





6 


Upper Sturt ... 
Wiston 


• . • 


1 1 





Hermitage 


6 








• • • 


14 


2 


Streaky Hay 


5 


18 


6 


Navan 


••• 


10 





Minbnry Station 


5 


15 





Salem 


a . • 


2 





llyth Plains 
Second Valley 


r. 


12 
6 



2 












Total ... 


... 


£8,45G 4 


6 
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LETTER OF THANKS. 

The following Letter of Thanks was addressed by the Lord Mayor 
of Dublin to the Chairmen of tlie various Committees and others in 
Australasia whose generous labours had been so magnificently made 
known to Ireland, whilst yet their names w^ere withheld : — 

Mansion House Fund for the Belief of Distukss in Ireland. 

Dublin, Jfarch 6M, 1880. 
" Dear Sir, 

" In sending you a list of subscriptions to this fund, I find it is impossible 
adequately to express my sense of gratitude to the i>eople of Australia for their 
unbounded munificence towards this country. When I reflect that from the 
Australian Continent and the isles, the subscriptions up to this reach the sum of 
£54,070, it is little to say that the memory of such generosity will never be effaced 
from the mind of the Irish Nation. The generosity becomes still more remarkable 
when it is rememl)ered that all the information that has reached your country was 
contained in a few meagre telegrams, and that without pausing for detailed 
information, regartlless of every consideration save tliat Ireland was in distress, the 
hearts of your people were opened, and the tide of generosity wln'ch set in, in a few 
liours after the first communication was sent from tliis Committee, has continued to 
flow uninterruptedly to the relief of a stricken land. So rapidly have the 
contributions come, so little did any consideration of self weigh with your generous 
people, that I have not received sufficient information to enable me to thank the 
Committees by the names of their chairmen or secretaries. I postponed from time 
to time making this acknowledgment, in hope that some information of that nature 
would reach me, but as yet it has not ari'ived. One of our Melbourne 
communications l>ore the respected name of John O'Shanassy, and I have aske<l 
him to be the medium of making this communication to the other cities and places 
from which contiibutions have so bounteously come. According to the entries in 
the books of this committee the contributions from Australasia stand as follows : — 

Melbourne; £19,000 I j. y. . 
Ballarat, 1,000) ^^^ Victoria. 

Sydney, 18,000 For New South Wales. 

Charters Towers, 600 ) 17 n ^ i a 
Brisbane, 7,500 f ^'^^ Queensland. 

Adelaide, 4,500 For South Australia. 

Launceston, 500 For Tasmania. 

Wellington, 
Dunediuy 




Invercargill, 300 l xt v i j 

Oamara, 
Hokitika, 

making a grand total of £54,070, and this, as I have said, in response to a few 
meagre telegrams. 

*' Our hearts are filled with admiration for such a people. I would ask as a 
favor that lists of your Committees and of the subscriptions to your funds be sent us 
here, that they may be preserved with the records of this Committee, as a bright 
example of generosity to succeeding generations. Our entire fund now amounts to 
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£100,647, of this we have distributed througli local Committees, up to this date, the 
sum of £50,432. These local Committees arc now spread over 29 out of the 32 
Counties of Ireland, so you will see that the area of our operations is not limited to 
any part of the country. Wherever distress of an exceptional nature exists, we have 
endeavoured to relieve it. Of course the distress is greatest in the counties along 
the Western and North Western coasts, but in some of our midland counties and in 
wide portions of the North and South, tlie pressure of famine is keenly felt. A list 
of the grants made out in counties accompanies this letter. The local Committees, 
of wliich over 600 are now working, comprise (with very rare exceptions) the 
clergymen of the Catholic and Protestant churches, the dispensary doctors, and 
guardians of the poor. We can refer with pride to the testimony recorded in our 
favor on a recent occasion by the Catholic Hierarchy of Ireland, and by His Grace 
the Protestant Archbishop of Dublin, to whose constant co-operation we are much 
indebted. This testimony, coupled with that borne by clergymen and laymen from 
all parts of the country, to the worth of our organisation, enables me to assure you 
tliat your contributions have not failed to answer the noble purpose for which you, I 
am confident, wish them applied, namely, the relief of distress, without distinction of 
creed or party. This has been and will continue to be the aim and object of this 
Committee. 

*' The total of the persons who are dependent for weekly supplies on this 
Committee, according to the returns of the local Committees, numbers considerably 
over 300,000. But this Committee fears the worst has not yet come. During the 
period that has elapsed since the formation of our Committee the inclemency of the 
weather, and the absence of all employment in the fields and in the farmyard, 
necessarily intensified the people's suffering, and they demanded our constant and most 
generous attention. We have spared neither labour nor money in relieving the 
afflicted. Thank God, we have succeeded in saving hundreds, thousands of lives. 

*' The fuitds now in hands will enable us to continue our work during the months 
of March and April, 

" But we are painfully convinced that the most trying period of this year of 
bitter trial for our people will be that comprised in the Summer quarter (May, June, 
and July,) when field-work will not be required, and the harvest is ripening. Such 
has been the history of former famines. Many persons in i\ustralia will remember 
the expression so familiar in the mouths of our peasantry, " the year of the Dear 
Summer." We have, however, great confidence that the generous friends of 
humanity throughout the world symphathising with our poor people, will enable us 
to continue our operations to the end, 

*^ In my own name and in that of the Mansion House Committee, and in the 
name of a country not unmindful of its benefactors, I thank you and all the people 
of Australasia, 

*' And have the honor to be yours faithfully, 

" E. DwYER Gray, Lord Mayor of Dublin. 

" Since writing, I have received the following additional subscriptions, not 
included in the list before given: — 

Melbourne, £3,000 Geelong, £650 

Sydney, 2,500 Christchurch, 400 

IIobartTown, 1,000 Waimate, 315 
Wellington, 500 Kapunda and Light 

Relief Fund, Victoria, 300 

**The last Melbourne subscription included the munificent donation of the 
Victorian Railway employes of £1,100. 

** This makes the total subscriptions from Melbourne £22,000, and from Sydney 
£20,500, and the entire sum received up to date from Australasia £62,735. 
" 8^/* March, 1880." 

2a 
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NEW ZEALAND CORRESPONDENCE, 



** My Lord, - '' Greymonth, Xew Zealand, 23rd February^ 1880. 

'* AYe have the honour on bolialf of the * Greymonth Irish Distress Uelief Fund 
Committee' to ivniit the accompanying Bank Draft for four hundred pounds sterlinfi^ 
(£40(1), being the second instalment of the sum contributed by the residents of the 
j^orough of Greymonth, and the surrounding district of Grey Valley, towards the 
alleviation of the distress unhappily existing in Ireland. 

**The first instalment of 1*200 was remitted by Bank Draft also by the January 
mail, through the National Bank of New Zealand in Auckland ; advice of which was 
forwarded by telegram. 

** We may add that the amount raised here ha«<been ungrudgingly and cheerfully 
given by persons of various classes, cre(»ds, And countries, and feel confident that we 
need scarcely express the desire, that tlie relief which it can seasonably afford may 
be distributed consistently with the same broad and philanthropic spirit as that by 
which the contributors were actuate<l. 

" When the list shall have been dosed, the final instalment will be duly trans- 
mitted, and meantime, requesting the acceptance of the total amount remitted (£6u0) 
as a proof of tlui sympathy and benevolence of the colonists of this portion of the 
British Empire. 

** We have the honour to bo, my liOrd, yoiu* obedient servants, 

*' RioiiARi) Maxcorrow, Mayor, Hon, Irea^urer, 
*' C. C. McCarthy, Ifon. Secretary, 



** The Bight Honorable the Lord Mavor of Dublin. 



»» 



*' Kemard Gchlficld, We.^tlaiid, I^(w Zealand, Feb, vaiy 2^id, ie8(». 

** My Loi:d, 

*' We have the honor to forward Draft for one hundred and ninety pounds 
(1190), as a second instalment, making a total of £3^30 towards the relief of the 
sufferers in Ireland. 

''We would specially mention that of tlie above sum /*50 10.<?. has been 
subscribed in Goldsborough (Old Waimea), JL37 8.*. (Sd, in Stafford, and £'15 Ts. in 
Christ church Road. The balance has been subscribed in this town and surrounding 
districts. 

*' Our population being comparatively small, and chiefly composed of the 
workijig class, this amount is a sufficient testimony of the deep sympathy we, in this 
land of comparative prosperity, have for the famine-stricken people of Ireland. 

** That the present calamity is maiuly due to the abominable land system, and 
to the recurrence of bad seasons, is evident to the world ; and we trust that the 
constitutional agitation which is now being carried throughout the length and breadth 
of the land, will culminate in establishing improved Land Laws. This would secure 
Ireland from these periodical scourges, and enable the tiller of the soil to live in 
prosperity and contentment. 

"In conclusion we have much pleasure in stating that the appeal made in these 
localities to alleviate the distress in Ireland, has been most cheerfully responded to 
by all creeds and classes of our comnuuiity. 

*' We have the honor to be, my Lord, your obedient servants, 

"John S. Pkai:n, Mayor. 

" John OIIagax. 

" Pkticr Dungan. 

" Patrick Moran 

" Patrick Duggan, Hon, Sec, 

" The Right Honorable The Lord Mayor of Dublin." 



NEW ZEALAND CORRESPONDENXE. 339 

" Manors Office^ Auckland, New Zealand, Qnd March, 1880. 
" My Loud Mayor, 

*' I have the honour to intimate that in accordance with the request contained 
in your telegram rehitive to the distress in Ireland, I took steps, through a puhlic 
meeting, to raise funds in aitl of the unfortunate sufferers. I have much pleasure in 
stating that a good response has been given to the appeal made, and 1 have now 
the honour to forwanl to your lordship a Draft for eleven hundred and fifty 
pounds, of which you will have received telegraphic advice in order to its prompt 
disbursement. 

** I'liere are some further sums yet to come in, and I shall endeavour to have 
the Fund closed and the balance forwarded to your Lordship by next mail. 

** In the hope tliat the efforts so laudibly put forth by your Relief Committee will 
be productive of much good in mitigating the severity of this calamity. 

** I have the honour to be on behalf of the Committee, 

** Your Lordship's obedient servant, 

'* Thomas Pkacock, Mayor. 



•' CharleMon, Wc»t Coaat, New Zealand, March 2nd, 1880. 
*' My Loup, 

** You will be pleased to accept, in response to your Lordship's most noble and 
timely appeal, the enclosed Draft on the Bank of New Zealand for one hundred and 
five pounds seventeen shilluigs (1*1 0;") 17.^.) sterling, which, on behalf of the Irish 
Helief Committee, we have the honour of transmitting, as an addition to the General 
Kelicf Fund, now so universally and liberally subscribed to. The amount, we need 
hardly say, is the generous and almost spontaneous offerings of the people of the 
Charleston and Brighton districts (whose names we enclose), without distinction of 
race, creed, or nationality ; and though small in comparison with larger and perhaps 
more favoured localities, in this portion of the British Dominions, we hope it may in 
some measure tend to alleviate the dire distress which apparently at present unhappily 
prevails in Ireland, 

** Sympathising with the Irish people in the trying ordeal through which they are 
passing, and trusting to your Lordship's wisdom and discretion for an equitable dis- 
tribution, where most needed, of the enclosed remittance, 

'• We have the honour to remain, &c., 
*' Richard Dklany, Hon. Sec. 

'* Hkniiy W. Lutton, County Chairman, } rj fw, 
- Philip McCarthy, f "'^' ^'•^«^"^^''*- 

'' The Right Honorable The I>>rd Mayor of Dublin." 



" City Council Chambers, Xclsony Xcw ZfnlnnJ, bth March, 1880. 
** ^Iy Lord, 

" To-day I had the great pleasure of forwarding the sum of £300 by cable to 
your Ix>rdship, for the relief of my starving countr}'men at our antipodes. Having 
learned of the awful distress 1 wrotci a letter in one of our local papers, and 
immediately afterwards the Mayor called a public meeting, which was attended by 
clergymen of all denominations, who expressed their sympathy with the poor sufferers, 
and organised a Committee to collect funds to assist the distressed. I have the 
honor to be the Honorary Secretaiy to the Relief Committee, and I need not state I 
felt proud in being able to forward such a good cause, and used every means in my 
power to nuikc the collection a success. Dreading the awful consequence of a 
famine, I thought it desirable to forward the amount immediately to alleviate the 
poor i>eople. 1 expect to be able to forward an additional £70 or £80 by next mail 
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The people of Nelson have acted nobly in the great work of charity, and the amount 
collected speaks very creditably for a little colonial town of about 2i 1,000 inhabitants 
the majority of whom are working men. Go<l bless them! Thank God, we don't 
know what poverty is out here, and if over we can assist you let us know. To give 
you an idea of the attachment of Irishmen to the ' Old Country,' and their 
readiness to assist you in any way possible, five gold-diggers left their claim, and walked 
about 40 miles into town to mc with their mite (£5) to help to buy food for the poor 
souls. 

** Poor Ireland ! What must proud England's feeling he ? Standing listlessly 
by at the door of our famine-stricken countr}', while all Christendom cries shame ! 
Even out here, I see that England's treatment of Ireland is looked into by people 
yrho were staunch upholders of her G overnment, and they now think differently from 
what they did. 

" Some discussion arose as to who the money would be forwarded to, and when 
I informed the meeting I had the pleasure of knowing you, and that you were son of 
the illustrious Sir John Gray, they were perfectly satisfied. If you have time an 
acknowledgment of this letter would be gratefully received. 

** I have the honour to be, your obedient servant, 

** AUTHUR M*MURROU0H KaVANAGH. 



" Council Chambers, Otago, New Zealand, Cromvcell, \Oth March, 1880. 

" My Dear Lord Mayor, 

"I have the honour to enclose Draft in your favour for £140 towards the * Irish 
Belief Fund.' I regret being unable to make the amount £10 more without further 
delay in forwarding the money. 

** The sympathisers of the Colonies have been veiy general in the matter, and 
when you recollect that this locality contains only a small proportion of Irishmen, 
you will find additional pleasure in discovering the kindly sympathy of the English 
and Scotch colonists. 

** The acquaintance which I had the honour to enjoy of yoiu* uncle, Judge Gray, 
whose name has been revered by all whose privilege it was to come in contiict with 
him, renders the present correspondence with you the more happy, and doubtless the 
connexion between you and our late district judge has not been without its effects in 
inducing liberality of donations from those who still cherish their memory. 

" Hoping that our mite may be acceptable, and may, even to some small extent, 
relieve the distress now prevailing in the land that I, at least, am proud to call ' land 
of my birth,' 

" I have the honour to be, my dear Lord Mayor, your most obedient servant, 

" Charles Colclough, Mayor of CromwelL 

" Edmund Dwyer Gray, Esq., M.P., Lord Mayor of Dublin." 



" Bank of New Zealand, Hokitika, lOth March, 1880. 

** McLean W. Jack, Esq., Chairman, Irish Famine Relief Fund. 

"Dear Sir 

" In answer to your inquir}' as to the terms of the telegram sent to London on 
account of the first payment by your Committee, I have to say that the following is 
a copy of the cablegram — * Pay Lord Mayor Dublin from Mayor Hokitika four 
hundred seventy pounds.' 

*' Yours faithfully, John P, Harris, Manager." 

*' Received from J. Giiimmond, Esq., Mayor of Ross, the sum of forty-four 
pounds (1*41), * for Irish Relief Fund.' Said payment being included in telegraphic 
remittance of £470, referred to on opposite side. 

" H. D. Rae, Hon Secretary. 
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" Borough Council Chambers^ liosSy Kew Zealand, 20th March, 1880. 

" Right Worshipful Sir, 

'* Please find enclosed Bank Draft foi* forty-four pounds, thirteen shillings, 
sterling (£4413.*.), collected in this borougli on behalf of your Irish Famine Relief 
Fund. A sum of forty pounds I forwarded to you through the Mayor of Hokitika some 
time ago by cablegram, being a portion of four hundred and seventy pounds, ster- 
ling (i;470), remitted from Hokitika, as per acknowledgment from his Secretary 
herewith enclosed. 

'* This is only a small borough of about four hundred inhabitants, but it has 
given them the greatest pleasure to be enabled to contribute their mite to the relief 
of a suffering people, and I sincerely hope that before long the period of depression 
may pass away for ever from Ireland. 

" I have the honor to be, Worshipful Sir, your obedient ser\'ant, 

** Joseph Grimsiond, Mayor, lion. Treasurer, 
*' John B. Lop as, Hon, Secretary'* 



" Town Clerk's Office, Westport, 2'Uh March, 1880. 
" Sir, 

** I liave the honor to forward you the enclosed (first solo of exchange) for 
the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds sterling, being first instalment of public 
subscriptions from the town of Westport and County of BuUer, ia aid of the 
'Jrish Famine Relief Fund.' 

** Trusting that the amount may be opportune and serviceable, and that the Irish 
distress may soon be alleviated. 

*' I have the lionor to be your most obedient servant, 

** John Munro, Mayor, Borough oJWestport^ lion. Treasurer,'* 



" Council Chambers, Thames, New Zealand, April 7//i, 1880, 

" My Lord, 

" I have the pleasure to enclose Draft for one hundred pounds (£100) in aid 
of the distress in Ireland, said amount being the second contribution of the people of 
Thames for that purpose. 

" I trust that with the advancing summer and relief afforded, the hardships of 
the poor may be greatly if not entirely removed. 

•' I have the honour to be, my Lord, your obedient servant, 

'* Louis Ehrknfuieol, Mayor. 
**Thc Right Honorable The Lord Mayor of Dublin." 



Municipal Offices, Invercary ill, New Zealand, April loth, 1880. 

*' My dear Lord Mayor, 

" I have the honor to transmit to you a Bank Draft for £80 os, 2d. 1 havfe 
already forwarded to you through the Union Bank of Australia, by cablegram, 
the sum of £500 : namely, on the oth February, £300, and on the 9th March, £200, 
The I >raft now enclosed will make the subscription from the district of Southland, 
of which Invercargill is chief town, £i>80 6s, 2d. 

" This amount is sufficiently large to warrant my expressing the opinion, that 
with the commercial depression which has affected the Colony, as indeed it has the 
whole Empire, and with the ordinary calls upon colomsts, who have to support 
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wholly, or in part, all llic social and religious institutions in their midst, \i'hicli in 
many parts of the United Kingdom are maintained from endowments, the residents 
of this southern district of New Zealand have subscribed veiy libenilly, wliilst the 
.expressions of sympathy with the distress that has unliappily existed, but which, I 
hope, may pass away as your summer approaches, have been universal. The cause 
of the distress has not been asked or spoken of ; it was simply, did it exist? and that 
being affirmed, the donors forthwith gave according to their means. 

*' I enclose you a newspaper, the Southland Tunes, wbich contains the subscrip- 
tion list. 

"I should like to add, in conclusion, that although I have the privilege of for- 
warding the sum collected, yet tliat the honor attache<l to a successful appeal to our 
colonists, must be shared with me by the two gentlemen who filled the honorary 
positions of treasurer and secretary, namely, Mr. David Hoc he, and Mr. AV. li. 
ScANDHEiT, the Town Clerk of Invercargill.* 

" I have the Iionor to be, my dear Lord Mayor, 

** Your Lordship*s obedient servant, 

" G. Good WILLIE, Mayor." 

•• The Right Honorable The Loixl Mayor of Dublin." 



** I\uthin, West Const of Xetc Zealand, 17th Ajml, 1880. 

** Edmund Dayeu GaAV, Esq., Lord Mayor of Dublin. 

'* Sir, 

''Herewith please find two Bank Drafts, one for £103 U.^., the other for X* 8, 
making a total of i:201 9^«., which you will kindly place to the credit of the * Irish 
Relief Fund.' The amount was contributed by tlie inhabitants of this remote 
comer of the world, who ai*e principally engaged in mining, and who have earned 
for tliemselves a character for generosity whenever an appeal has been made to them 
for the relief of suffering humanity. Hoping that the sufferings of the poor people in 
our native country will hava lost most of their intensity by the time this letter will 
reach you, 

" I have the honour to remain, your obedient servant, 

** Patuick Bkenkak. 
" P.S. Please acknowledge receipt in the Freeman s Journal.** 



** Bank of. Sew Zealand, Walinate, 2'drd April, 1880. 
" My Lord, 

" On the 28tli February last, I wrote you advising having forwarded toour Christ- 
church branch the sinn of 4:315 sterling, to be cabled direct to you as a first instal- 
ment from this place on account 'The Irish Famine Fund.' 1 now beg to enclose 
first exchange of Draft on our London office, in your favour for i'5 Vds, U., being 
balance of subscription to date for same purpose. 

*' I am, my Lord, yours most respectfully, 
** Robert M*Owen', jffbn. Treasurer, Irish Famine Belief Fund, 

" The Right Honorable The Lord Mayor of Dublin." 



** Oamam, Xew Zealand, April 23rd, 1880. 

" My Lord, 

'' At a public meeting of the inhabitants of this town, held on January 21st, 
1880 (and presided over by the Mayor), for the purpose of expressing their sympathy 
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LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 



*'A.B." 


per T. M. Hutton, Esq. 




X2 








A« 15. C • • • • 


per Rev. Canon Bagot 




1 








Abbitt, Samuel 


Redruth, Cornwall 




1 

• • 


& 








Abdon, De Goity Gerain 


CaUe del Prado, 3 Vittoria 




• • 


10 








Abraham, U. 


per P. Walsh, Dublin 




• • 


1 


1 





Abraham, John 


Dublin 




• • 


2 








Abraham, Mrs. Jane 


Dublin 




• • 


2 








Addington & Co, S. 


London 




• « 


5 








Adelaide 


Australia, South 




a B 


7,400 








Aden (Collection) . . 


Arabia 




• • 


82 








A Dublin Man 


Derry 




• • 


3 








A Friend 


Scotland 




• • 





5 





Do. 


per Jonathan Pim 




• • 


1 








Do. 


Newcastle on-Tyne 




• • 


10 








To. 


per Mitchell & Son, Dublin 




• • 


5 








Do, 


per William Rollo, Arbroath 




• • 


5 








Do. , 


Chapelizod 




• • 





5 





Do. 


Canada 




• • 


1 








Do. 


Arbroath, N.B. 




• • 


20 








Do. 


per Royal Bank 




• • 





5 





Do. 


per Ash & Tiacy, Birmingham 




• • 


5 


5 





Do. 


Kilmarnock 




• • 


3 








A Friend 


Pittsburg, U.S.A. 




• • 


1 








A Fellow-countrjTnan 


2, Anson -road, London, N. 




• • 


1 


10 





A Few Workmen . . 


Pinkcrton, Ontario 




• • 


2 


G 





" A. G." 


per National Bank (Rathmines Branch) 


f • 


1 








^«« yjm «&.• • • • • 


Norwood 




$ • 


3 








A Harrow Man 


per Sir John Barrington 




• • 


10 








Alexander, G. J. . . 


Dublin 




• • 


10 10 





Allen, C. 


10, Norton, Tenby 




• • 


25 








Alliance Gas Companv 


Grafton-street, Dublin 




• • 


50 








Allistan (Collection) 


Toronto, Canada 




« • 


29 13 





AUsopp & Sons 


Burton-on-Trent 




• • 


106 








A liady 


per W. L. Copplestone 




• • 


10 





A Lady 


per W. L. Joynt 




• • 





5 





A Little North Carolina Girl 


per A. Sprunt 




• • 


15 


6 


A Lighthouse-keeper 


— 






1 








A Poor Widow 


per Sir John Barrington 


• • 


• • 





2 





A Married Constable 


R. I C. 


• • 


• • 





2 


a 


Ambleside Church 


per Rev. W. Aston, Ambleside 


• • 


20 n 





Amer, E. 


Ranelagh, Dublin 


• • 


• • 


1 








Amiers, J. F. 


22, Eden-quay, Dublin 


. . 


• • 


5 








Amis, Societe des, France 


per Samuel Bniu, Pontefract, Yorkshire 


• • 


2 


G 


1 


Andrews, Robert 


— 






5 








An English Workman 


— 









2 


6 


An English Academician 


per Rev. Dr. Tisdall, Dublin 




• • 


25 








An Irishman 


London 

Carried forward 


• • 


• • 





5 







7,8C4 10 
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" Dunedin^ New Zealand^ IZth August, 1880. 

5'Mt Dear Lord, 

*' I have much pleasure in encIosiDg herewith a draft for JS44 I7f. lid., being 
the balance (less charges) of the sum of £1,892 14«. 5d., collected by the Dunedin 
Committee, in aid of the ' Irish Relief Fund.' I should have liked to have forwarded 
the balance earlier, as the object of the Fund was one where despatch was of all 
importance, but it is only within the last few days, that the last county subscription, 
amounting to X'30 16«. 2d, came to hand, and I seize now the first opportunity of 
remitting it. I also have to acknowledge the kind recognition of our efforts as 
conveyed in the letter of the Secretary of your Committee of the 10th May last, 
and in reply I am sure I only express the feelings of all who have contributed 
towards the Fund, when I say that we are amply repaid for our efforts in the con- 
sciousness that we have in some small degree helped towards the alleviation of the 
great misery brought about by the Famine. 

^' I am, my dear Lord, faithfully yours, 

" Henry J. Waller, Mayor 
" The Right Honorable The Lord Mayor of DubUn." 



APPENDIX XIV. 



LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 



" A. B." 


• • 


per T. M. Hutton, Esq. 




• • 




" A. B. C." 


• • 


per Rev. Canon Bagot 




t • 




Abbitt, Samuel 


• • 


Redruth, Cornwall 




• • 




Abdon, De Goity Gerain 


• • 


Calle del Prado, 3 Vittoria 




• • 




Abraham, H. 


• ■ 


per P. Walsh, Dublin 




• • 




Abraham, John 


• • 


Dublin 




• • 




Abraham, Mrs. Jane 


• • 


Dublin 




• • 




Addington & Co.. S. 


• • 


London 




• • 




Adelaide 


• • 


Australia, South 




• • 



i 


Aden (Collection) . . 


• • 


Arabia 




• t 




A Dublin Man 


a • 


J>erry 




• • 




A Friend 


• • 


Scotland 




• • 




Do. 


9 • 


l)er Jonathan Pim 




• • 




Do. 


• • 


Newcastle on-Tyne 




• • 




To. 


• t 


per Mitchell & Son, Dublin 




• • 




Do, 


• • 


per William RoUo. Arbroath 




• • 




Do. , 


t • 


Chapelizod 




• • 




Do. 


f • 


Canada 




• • 




Do. 


• • 


Arbroath, N.B. 




• • 




Do. 


• • 


per Royal Bank 




• • 




Do. 


• • 


per Ash & Lacy, Birmingham 




• • 




Do. 


• • 


Kilmarnock 




• • 




A Friend 


• t 


Pittsburg, U.S.A. 




• • 




A Fellow-countryman 


• • 


2, Anson-road, London, N. 




• • 




A Few Workmen 


• • 


Pinkcrton, Ontario 




• • 




" A. G." 


• • 


per National Bank (Rathmines Branch) 


t • 




A^ vT. A.. • • 


• • 


Norwood 




$ • 




A Harrow Man 


• • 


per Sir John Barrington 




• • 




Alexander, G. J. 


• • 


Dublin 




• • 




iVllen, C. 


• • 


10, Nort<m, Tenby 




• • 




Alliance Gas Company 


• t 


Grafton -street, Dublin 




• • 




AUistan (Collection) 


• • 


Toronto, Canada 




• • 




AUsopp & Sons 


• • 


Burton-on-Trent 




• • 




A Lady 


• • 


per W. L. Copplestono 




• • 




A Tjidy 


« • 


per W. L. Joynt 




• • 




A Little North Carolina Girl 


• • 


per A. Sprunt 




■ • 




A Lighthouse-keeper 


• • 


— 








A Poor Widow 


• t 


per Sir John Barrington 


• • 


• • 




A Married Constable 


• • 


R. I C. . . 


• • 


• • 




Ambleside Church 


• • 


per Rev. W. Aston, Ambleside 


• • 




Amer, E. 


ff • 


Ranelagh, Dublin 


• • 


• • 




Amiers, J. F. 


• • 


22, Eden -quay, Dublin 


. . 


• • 




Amis, Societe des, France 


• • 


per Samuel Bniu, PontefracI 


b, Yorkshire 


• • 




Andrews, Robert 


• • 


— 








An English Workman 


• • 


— 








An English Academician 


• • 


per Rev. Dr. Tisdall, Dublin 




• • 




An Irishman 


• • 


London 


• • 


• • 








Carried forward 


• • 


£ 


• 
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Do. 

Do. 
Apolheciry'a Hall . 
A Widow 
"A F." 
Armstrong, SureeonGeuentl 
Arnott Ji Co. (Limited) 

1)0. (CoUectioDs) 
Am oil, D. T. 
Am^'tt, Sir John 

A Scotchman 
Aih A Lacy 
Ashilowq Si Vury . 
A^liburton 
Ankeo, Paul 



Aslito 



B. 



AslirUle, North Cwi 
Askwitli, F. W. 
Aiicklaad 
AiistiD, O. J. 
Avery. Mrs. 
A Widows Mita 
.\ Working MsD .. 
A Young CuUegiMi 



per ILv. M , \ I , 

IH.'r llev. S. U.iiinellj 

ptT Nuliuiittl Iliuik 

Caitiilen Toirn. [jiiiilnn 

jH.'r William ('lemiug, Diibliu 

pet 11. J. UiU 



Dublin 

per Alost Rev. Dr, Trench 

|ier Most Rev. Ur. Trench 

per Sir John UarringUin 

pir Rev. J. UuiiBl, P.P. 

per Charles Kennedy 

per CapUin M'tnnery. R.I. A. 

per Duffy, JIangsn it Butler 

E!i Knyal Bank , , 
landfoni 
Bi'iitol 
Carlisla 
Dublin 
per Mrs. Day, London 

Gennftny 

do. 
Ulosgovr 



HardcaBtle, per Alderman Turpev 

per liev. J. T. Knox, South Kenuugton, 

I/iodun 
per Rev J, F. Knox, South Kenungtun, 

Tx>Ddnn 
Sheffield, per Jonathan I'im 
"Toaef 
perW.Thf.rp 
ShiUing Colleuli'iD in one EitobliBhinent 

per Sir Oeorge B. Oweua 

per Archd. KobiuKiii, 11, DavioD.ct., DDllin 

Dublin 

do. 
Woodlands Cork 



Birmingham , > 

per I'lgott A- Co., Dulilin 

Canierbury, New Zi-aland 

Uublln 

per .^adonal Bank, Kinc^s Cros', I^Dd..]i 

.„: vc'" ■ ■ 

Hew Ifealand 

per MeBsrs. Coutis i Co. 

Tklton 



Carried foncard 



LIST UF Sl'BSCUIWIOSS. 





Bruujht foricrad .. J-' 


10.:U» 7 3 






. MO 


1tiuMc1ii.v. SleHfik .. 


Cliapcl.Btrect, WliitecroM street, London . . 


t 


lluliia rCulUctiuii) . . 


l>«u«-iira.iierj. C. 11. HiU .. 


.'.7 la 10 


Hnjiiit, John 




10 10 


llagiisUejB, JIcBtull t Siitlitc .. 


per P, "\VjiIs1i, Hibhn 


6 


IWitr, WilUftm .. 


pec Katioiial Bank, KiDg s Cro>ii, LodJuh . . 


I 


ItuiUie, E. 




lU 


IdiilUe, H. A. G. . . 


jwr Baiik of South Australia 


1 


lUllimit 


.\usliuUu 


LOnU 


IJalUmore 




Mi5 


lliiltiiuore. Eaatnli . . 






llttiiliridge CaUiolic Cl.imib 


HaubriJge 


;ii 1 


BarWr & Cu.. J. J. (EmploifB 






ClleelloJ .. 


CuUera, Sheffield 


11 11 


lloreliam, Jobii 


Siatiiai.1, Norfolk 


10 


Barcr«ft,F. 


Itedford, Moy .. 


300 


llarcrofl.J.W. 




ti 


Htiiker, llev. AUeyiic 


T, Uala-ereBcent, Farnimm, Surrey 


a « 


Diirker, Buum ii Co., WiUiun .. 


per National Unuk. Kiug's Croas, Loudon ■ . 


1 




Iierllev. M. Norninn 


(111) 


IUn.eii.eU, Mrs. H. C. 


London 


1 u 


llunsley 




(iO U 


UiuTcU, A. 


Vide Crove, Chelsea 


10 


UuiriiiRtiin, IlicliarJ 


per Sir Julm Bntrington, Dubliu 


11 7 3 


IJurriiiijtoii.J. ASuue 


Dublin 


W 


llorrgn- llrr>B., Snmucl 


perJ.J. Kiimedy 


10 


]l«iToiis.Sir lleuij-T. !■. 


I'ark.vievr, WaUi (uid 




Uurrv, Nurtou & Cu. 


UuLlin 


ao 


Unitoii 




ai 


UtuUctt & Sons 


UeddiU-h 


500 


llnsa Jt Co. 




105 


Ilute. Cai>t. 


Ureeuhall, Camiarlbeo 


2 3 


BaU'iunn & Sous, HobiTi 


per P. WalBli, Uuliiin 


a i> 


umb*. r. 


ptr Wilt, ii Dorset, UimtinB Co., Jlalines- 






l.iiry 


10 


ijttu. wmutii 


MiInth..ri.o 


(1 lU 


llullin it UaynuT, J. Jl: J. 


London 


10 U 


Ilattv, Esjiinu 


per Sir John Bamnglon, DuUin 


fi 


Uax. I'Tedurii-k 


London 




Bean, P. S. 




M 


IJeurJ, M. B. 


lili 's-plate, Doneasler-roiiiL Barnsley 


■i 1 


llearc >t Sun '. . 


perPigoUiCo..lla. Graflon-st., DuUliu .. 


■i S 


lledfiird Itomau Catholi.: Chiuvh.. 


lledfoM 


U 


lleilliiiittou 


N„rlhumbeilBrid 


.'1 a u 


Bilia, MtiHE. P 


Dublin 


■i 2 


litU, S^irah Ic (UizaU-tli 


Ij)n'jhiun, Hantf 


b 


llenUer, Uev, ]>. . . 


7:1, Lower Hount-Btred, Uubliii 


1 


]l0niielt. Mrs. 


I»ndoti, x>er J. Piiii, Kaq. 


11) 


1)e»iOT>. Utilxrt .. 


Preston 


6 


llcntky. RInrk C. . . 


I">i Sir John Barriiiglon 


10 


lleiitley, J. 


lr;l. t'lipi'l-hiriift. UuifVm 


.'. 


ItoiiU^y i: Iturn 


per lli.i.li.i (Snuih) City Murket Co. 


a 9 


BeiiyoH, MrB. Ciowtliet 


Dale-houBo, CaiuJen-hill. Up. Norwootl, S.E. 


.'i & 


]lergiii, MarftaretA. 
Herfeeley, W illiam King 


NewYoik 


■ja u 




:, s 


"Uertico" 


Denitrara 


'.J 


Baveriilf-e. J. J 


per Charles Kennedy, Dublin .. 


a u 


Uereaford, Tin Itiglit lion, oud 






Most llev. Marcua 




10 


niliby&HMOii .. 


Burnley 


10 


BiffK*. Thomas 


Measra. Ward & Ci... London 


] 


llisgi, Alr«. L. 


perJnnathanPim. Esq. 


1 1 


Billiogtoa, Ed. 


per Natiiinal Rank 


10 (I 


llilaton 


per Stafford-hire Joint Stock Bank 


:m) 3 7 


Binglef (CoUeelion) 


Yorkabire 

Carried /orward . . i 


81 H 5 




12,0 U IG G 
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1 


Brought forward 




£ 


12,014 15 C 


BinyoD, Mrs. 


Worcester 






5 


Binyon, Miss 


do. 






5 


Birchall, Mrs. K. <b 0. 


Briscot Rectory , . 






2 


Birch, Rev. John , . 


Kilkenny 




, , 


:i 


Bird. Bev. Charles . . 


Chdilerton, Wall8end-onT>ne 


i 


5 


Birroiogham 


per Richard Chamberlain, Esq., Mayor 




477 15 !> 


Bispham 


Poulton le-F\lde (Entertainment) 


1 


4 


lUack. D. 


per National Bank 


• • 




5 


Blackburn 


per Adam Dii}?dale, Jilayor 


• • 




507 2 2 


Blackie & Son 


Glasgow and Dublin 


• • 




10 


Blackwood & Co. 


per M . & S. Eaton 


• • 




2 2 


Blake, John A. 


Algiers 


• • 


• 1 


5 


Blizard, Conway 


per National Bank 


• • 


1 

• • 1 


10 


Blyth Church Orfertory 


Worksop 


• • 




2 


Board of Trade (Collection) 


Chicago 


• • 




210 5 2 


Bolger, Richard, T C. 


Dublin 


• • 




25 


Bolton 


per Mayor 


• • 




51K) 


IJooley, E. J. D. 


per Mrs. J/eetch, Dublin 


• • 




1 1 


Bombay 


India 


• • 




3,000 


Bomford, D. W. 


Fenagh-house, Bagnalstown, 


Dublin 




10 


Bonasse, Lebel et Fils 


Paris 


• • 




10 


Bond, Mrs. Harriett 


Winchester 


• • 




1 


Bond, Right Re?. Bishop 


Montreal 


• • 




17 1 


Booth, Alderman J. 


Castlemere, Rochdale 


• • 




2 2 


Boiilenger, Mons. A. 


Rouen 


• • 




4 4 


Bowley, Chr. 


per Jonathan Pirn , . 


• • 




10 


Boucher, Rev. H. , . 


Thornhill- house, StAlvbritlge, 


Blandford 




10 10 


Boyd, J. 


Aigostob, Borham-road, South Croydoi 


1, 






Surrey 






2 2 


Bosanquct, Mr. & Mrs. F. B. 


Buckfastleigh, Devon 






75 


Boyd, Samuel 


per Sir J. Barrington 






10 10 


Boylan, Patrick 


40, William-street, Dublin 






5 


Boys, St Vincent's Home 


London 




• • 


20 


Bracken, W. 


— 






10 


Bradford " Star Inn " Concert . . 


Bradford 






10 


Bradley & Sons, W. G. 


Dublin (per J. A. Curran) 




. . 


2 2 


Brady, Dr. James . . 


Dublin 




• . 


5 


Brady, Miss £. 


Birmingham 




• • 


10 


Brady, Thomas F. . . 


11, Percy-place, Dublin 




• . 


2 2 


Brady, Mrs. Bedford 


Birmingham 






10 


Bramley, W. T. 


Killiney, Co. Dublin 




• • 


10 


Brand, R. J. . . » • 


per National Bank Branch, 


Oxford-street^ 






London 


■ • 


• • 


2 ({ 


Breen, Thomas 


Hibernian Bank, College-green, Dublin 


• • 


3 3 


Brenner, F. 


per National Bank Branch, Bayswater, 






London 


• • 


• . 


10 


Brenon, E. St. John 


25, Crosthwaito-park, ICingstown 


• • 


5 


Brewen, Robert 


Cirencester 


• • 


• • 


5 


Brewis, Brothers 


per National Bank Branch, 


King's Cross, 






London 






10 


Briddlecombe, Miss 


Bridgewater 






5 


Briggs, M. J. • • 


Bridport Harbour, Bridport 






15 


Briggs, Mrs. 


do. do. 






5 


Brisbane (Collection) 


Australia 






11,301 


British co-operative Society 


Wellington-street, Barnsley 






20 


Broad, M. A. J. 


Paris 






5 


Brock, Thomas 


— ^ 






5 5 


Broke, Tiady 


— . 






5 


Brooks, Thomas <b Co. 


Dublin 


• • 


• • 


60 


Brooke, The Misses 


Sunimerhill-house, Clones, Mooaghan 


• • 


25 


Broomhead, Rev. 


per Sir John Barrington 


• • 


• • 


4 11 


Brown, M.P., George 


K'lternagh, Co. Mayo 


• • 


• • 


5 


Brown & Thomas . . 


Dublin 


■ • 




10 10 


Brown, Westland & Moore 


Cauldon-place, StaflTordsliire Potteiies 


• • 


5 


Brown, Miss A. M. 


31, Palmerston-road, Dublin 
Carried forward 


• • 




10 




1 30,071 7 3 



LIST OP SUBSCRIPTIOXS. 



Browne. W.J. 


Brought foraard .. £ 
Olnucesler- terrace, London 


30.0U 7 3 
10 


BruwnMU & Soub. W. 


per Mrs. Leetch 


3 9 


Bnice, R,-v. T. CjrU 


LcicBiter 


one 


ll.ner .UMb^ou .. 


U. BMlidiT-B-wnlk. Dublin .. 


3tf 1 tl 


BuehuiaTi, Mre. H. Crois 




110 


Buckland, Stephen . . 


per Lon Jon 'Iramwaya Coinpaiij 


9 


BaenoB Ayrea 


Riv.r Plate. South America .. 


3,802 9 H 


BoWn. Joseph 


2. Trinity CIUgB. DnLlin 


1 


BuUotli H.v. George M. 


The Ecctory, Clarelout, St Peter's. Slough . . 


2 10 


Bunton ,tCu.,J. .. 


Kidderminsifr .. .. 


90 


Bnrke. D. 


Innsbruck, Gerninny 


a 7 d 


Burke, Martin 


per Jolid A. Cui ra i 


110 


ll»Hinol„n 


Iowa 


100 


Bnmell. Charles F. 


lonilon 


b 


BnnieU,Thoiiia« .. 


per National Bank Branch. King'« Cro^s, 






LooJnn 


10 


Burnley 




an 7 


Bqij- (Collection) 


Lancashire 


73 lU U 


BnUer. C. S. 


Hotel tie Riis-ia, liome 


10 10 3 


"Buzj- 




4 <l 


BjTiie, R. 0. 


Cor\-ilIe, Iloicrea 


5 


Bjme, P. 


lil. Lower ComJen itrcet. Dablin 


5 


Bjme, P.J. .. ;. 


Dublin 


5 F 


Bjrae, W. H. 


58, Usme-streel, Dublin 


3 9 


Bj-rae i Sons, J. J. 


0, Henry street. Dublin 


3 U 


Cailbjft Co.. Charles 


London, per Pigott & Co. 


9 2 


CsithneaB, G. T. . . 




10 


CalcutW 


per Oriental Bank Corporation, I«nd..n 


J.OOO 


Oalderwood, O. Henry 


Sion Hill. Drilmi-ondra 


3 U 


CallaDder, Miss 


per Wilts and Dorset Banking Compmiy. 






Malmsbury 


10 


Caledon PreflbjUrian Clmrth . . 


per l!ev. A. J. Wilson 


■2 19 


Calumel 


Hauglncn County, Mirhigan .. 


SOD 10 


Calvin Church (CoiletOon) 




10 


Campbell, K. 


Portland-plr.ce, London 


9 9 () 


Caiiipl.L-11. J. £ a. . . 


Diillin 


10 


Cainnbell. :klr«. Jc Misi 


p»r Nuti.mal Bank, Dublin 


3 


CninpM! .1- Sun, S. 


GlaSBnw 


1 




Colcutta 


930 11 1 


Cannon. Kev. F. G. . . 




10 


CantreU * Cochrane 


Dublin 


60 


Capel, Frank C. 




ao 


Caplin.J. 


London 


10 


Cardiff 


South IVoIen (per JIayor) 


998 1 n 


Carlos lb Son 


Madrid 


10 


Carolan. L 


l>er Rev. J. Daniel 


10 


CarviUe, WiUiam „ 


llathKU 


25 


Casey* Clay 


Dublin 


10 10 


Cstholi* RegiBtration 


.Slaljbridge(.«-S") 




Catteral. R 




10 


Cayley 4 Cajley .. 


London 


a 


" C. B.' 


per D. Allingliam. 100, Capel-street, Dublin . . 


9 


"C.E." 


Exeter (per .lonathan I'im, Dublin) 


6 


"C.H." 


T.itreiili:iiii ((.e. .)i,.i,.ilian Pim, Dublin) 


10 


ChaJwic^k. Williftm . . 


(.S« OMIiaiiu .. 




CLamlierlain. M.4C. 


.■111. Amiii <iliny. Dublin 


ai 


Chnnlher, WUliam .. 


Kmjirirl ipcr Jonathun Pim) 


10 


CbsnUer. Iter. J. M. 


Illracomba 


20 11 -l 


'■ Charity " 




loo 


Ciiapman. William . . 




5 


ChBr)eil..n (Collection) 


W--ht Coast, New Zealand 


105 I ; n 


Charter's Towers 




7llK i II 


Charlton Ciiuroli (CoUection) 


Malmsbury 


9 7 




Carried forward .. * 


i0.281 i 
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Chatliam (Cul lection) 
Chtny & Smalltli Klge 
Cherry, UUh 
Clmt«r {Colketion) 
Cliilil, A. Snore.1 Elmrt 
Chri-holm. WillUni 
Chnot. E. 



Ciiii! 



inati 



i Collectiuii) 
CirencvBter (Cnllee^m) 
City Murki-lCo.. (StLillli) 
Civil & UiliLuy Gazeite 
CUrke & Son . . 

Cleiivestra. Alfml .. 



-CM." 
•' C. M." 
CoatcH, Brotberx 
CcMhsft Zo., a. 
Coffiw Pakcu Conipaiiv 
Coffev, H. J. 
CRhlan, H. T. 
Caiieu A l^., A. 
C.ileman, J. 
Oilciiilge, Minnie ., 
Cnlenti, V.G.. Hif-lit ReT. J. 
CllirU 4 Collani . . 
Culliiii, Mra. 
Oullnm, Hagh R. . . 
CoU. Pnlrick 
Colunu (Cnllectiniij . . 
Colthai»t. D. 
ColviUe J. C. 
Coroeribrd. T him as N. 
" GiBimeroinl Travdlia'" 
Commjna, 'WjlUam . . 
CominisBaiiatl'li'partnient 
Cominoii Fleas Jury 

Do. 
Congregntloaal Clttir.:li 
ConiLor, Hon. Sir. H. . . 
Cnnway, J, P. 
Connkuglit Kangera 
CunyerH Ji Son, Joseph 
CooLe A- Son, J. 
Cooke, G. K. 
Cooke, I.eonard 
Conke, M. 

Cooiinnr, Slndrofl .. 
Co-opeintivoSiH-ieii {Limit*.! 
R..,,per. "W. J. 
Coojieratiurg IXHlge , . 
CppIoB- 



•tt, Arisi 



Droug ht forward 
Moiitre .1 
DuLliii 



' Qui in per, Franc* 

! himberl.'v, Siiiitli Arrl>!B 

I AbUvvilU'. lioUerdnm 



Broaclsater-road. Worthing, Suuez 
1-ul.lielierH. Ty.nJon 

. CLamlier of Cuitinier>'<? 

: per Jonstliftn Pirn 

Ijtlinrc, India .. 

per y\. & S. Eaton 

Preston 

Oliio 

Proceeds of Concert 

per F. O'lJrieD, Ca«tleknock 



|)er Pi^otl & Co., Dublin 
I'roceeda (if Entertainment 
I'enie)-. Sli]lorg..n 

pfr Kational Bank. London .. 

'ill, i.i-iliifii-5i]ii(iri:, London 
Itiiyal .^larine Barrack', I'Iftnouth 
Mysore, India .. ,. 



£ Vifiin « 4 



r., Clonlifle-rooil, Dnblin 
Ltiyh \'iciiroge, T.'n bridge, Kent 
4. liUa.'e.streL.t, Dublin 
California 
t;ork Club, Cork 
Dublin 
111, De von shire- ro ail, Hollownj, London 



Vork-Blieel, Dublin 



Har 



', King'l 



oad, BrigLU 



Portarlington .. 

per Stanes & Co. ■ . , 

(Wholesale) Manebester 

per Naiionnl Bank, Dublin 

Saiicina Enuampntent 

15. Denmaik'ietrace, Brighton 

Plt Sir John Barrington - . . 

Ill, Sbad Thames, Dockhead, Loudr 

Carried foncard 



LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 



Cosslett, Mrs. •• 

Cotton, S. V. 

Coarteney, Captain D. C. 

Cousin, A. 

Cousins, Kev. J. F. (Family mu\ 

Friends) 
Coven Church 
Coventry, Joseph F. 
Coventry (Collecdoii) 
Coventr}' 
Coventry Elastic Weaving 

(Limited) 
Cowper, His Excellency Karl 
Cox, Henry 
Cox, Miss £. S. 
Cox Si Co., J. 
Craig, Samuel 
Cran field & Sons 
Creak, A. S. 
Crewe (Collection) . . 
Crine & Wyld 
Crompton Co-operative Provident 

Society 

Crook, M. ... 

Cromwell (Collection) 

Crosby, Lockwood A Co. 

Cross & Donaldson . . 

Croity, Rev. John ,. 

Crotty, R. D. 

Crowe, Wilson * Co. 

Crowley, Elizabeth . . 

Crowley, E. S. <fe E. 4 
It n Q »» 

Cullen, H. 
Curran, John A. 
Ciirwen, H. F. 



D'Abbatlie, AnU ine 
Dalhousie, Earl of . . 
Dallas, Miss 
Daniel, Arthur 
Daniel, J. 
Daniel, IW. J. 
Daniel & Sons 
Daniel, T. 

D'Arcy, Charles T. . . 
D'Arcy, MP. 
Darley, J. H. 
Dorfield Main Collieries 
Darlington, John . . 

Do. (Collection) 

Darlington (Collection) 
David & Co. , , 

Davoren, Colonel 
Davoren, Richard . . 
Daw, Jushua 
Dawson, Charles, T.C. 
Day (tr Martin 

*• D " Company 2ud Infantry 
Dean, William 
Deflrham, Collier}* (Collection) 
De Brett's Peerage, Propiietors of 
Deed it Co., J. S, . . 
De Ferrand, Mons. . . 



Brought forward 
St Leonard's 

per National Bank, Dublin 
Royal Engineers, Dublin 
Paris 

North Hykeham, Ijncolii 

Wolverhampton., 

Birkenhead 

per the Mayor 

l*roceeds ol* Ccmcert on St. Patrick's Dav 



• * 



Coventry 

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 

Chard, Somerset 

Fursden, Phmpton, South Devon 

Bristol 

Lisc(Jman, Dervork, Co. Antrim 

Dublin 

'i'he Wick, Brighton 

per Richard Whittle, Es^., Mayor 

per F. Smith & Son, Dublin . . 



Dublin 

OtHgo, New Zealand 

I /)ndon 

])er G. J. Alexander, Dublin . . 

Powerstoi* n . . 

15, Sherrard street, Dublin 

Lower Bridge-street, Dublin . . 

Croydon 

do. 
per National Bank 
Ouklwll Park, Old Swan, LiverpO(d 
Dublin .. • .. 

Estate Office, Workington 



per National Bank 

31, Castle-street, Farnham, Kent 
Abersrcbrtn, M on. S. Wales .. 
; Paris (per H. J. Gill) 

i 44, Oraflon-street, Dubh'n 
; Paris (per M. & S. Eaton) 
; Sandymouut-gretn, Dublin 

Dublin 

per National Bank 

Bornsley 

4 iJightield-terrace, Rathgar, Dublhi 

per F. Swinburne, Esq., Mayor 

per G. . I. Alexander, Dublin .. 

Dublin «. 

1.'), Dame-street, Dublin 

Exeter 

27, Ix)wer Stephen-street 

W7, High Holl)orn, London 

Camp Cbelan, WaHhington Territorj' 

Cape Tot\n 

per Maf.hew Walton, Esq. 
. London 

liOudon 
j Pauillac, Gironde, France 

Carried forward 



43,057 1 
10 

5 
50 

1 

1 1 

ti 

1 

57 

b& 

5 
500 
10 1 

1 
10 

4 

:) 

4.) 1 
1 

5 

20 

140 

il 

5 

1 

1 
10 

5 

1 

1 
50 

5 
10 



15 
10 





8 

5 



1 

50 

5 

15 

2 

3 

103 

2 

5 

5 

2 

10 

57 

2.) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



44,502 



352 
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Brought forward 


£ 


44,{K)d 


5 


5 


De Groot, M. 


48, Lower Gardner-street, Dublin 


• • 


2 


2 





Delaiiy, George 


Dublin . . • • 


• • 


10 








De La Rue <t Co. . . 


per M. «i' S. Eaton, Dablin 


• • 


5 








Denierara County . . 


— 




77 : 


12 





Demambay, Miss . . 


per Wilts & and Dorset Bank . . 


• • 


1 








De Moleyns, E. H. 


— 




5 








Denbam, W. 


per F. Smith <fe Son, Dnblin . . 


• • 


1 


1 





Deqnehy, T. 


7, Northumberland-road, Dublin 


• • 


a 


2 





Derliam, Brothers . . 


Bristol 


• • 


5 


5 





Devine, F. 


— 




5 








Dicks* H. 


London (per H. J. Gill) 


• • 


1 


1 





Dickie, W. D. (Collection) 


\\er A. Plunket, Esq. 


• • 


33 


1 





Digby, W. A. 


47, Wellington-road, Clyde-road, Dublin 


• • 


5 








Dillon, V. B. Junior 


7, Rutland-square, Dublin 


• • 


10 








Dingnan, M. 


104, Albion-road, Stoke Newington, London | 


1 








Dingnan, Michael . . 


London 


• • 


a 








Disabled Volunteer Soldiers 


Milwaukie 


• • 


82 


1 





Distliraraan, A. 


— 




1 


1 





Dixon, Miss 


per A W^ilson, Halifax 


• • 


2 








D. M. 


Charing Cross Hotel, London 


• • 


100 








Dobbin, George 


Cyi)rus 


• 


1 








Dobell & Co. • . . . ' 


per G. J. Alexander, Dublin . . 


• • 


2 


2 





Donagher, Owen 


Tullamore 


• . 


2 


U 





DoUard, Joseph 


Dublin 


• • 


5 








Do. Employees of 


Dublin 


• • 


10 








Donegan, P. (Collected by) 


Dame-street. Dublin 


• • 


70 








Dooner, Mrs. 


Baiton, Rathfamham 


• . 


1 








Donegal County 


Collections in Parish Churches 


• . 


184 


8 


6 


Doorman, M. • . 


Croydon 


• • 





3 





Dormeuil, Freres . . 


10, New Burlington-street, London 


. • 


5 


5 





Dove A' Wiiles 


-^ 




20 








Doyle, John 


Dublin 


• • 


5 








Druke & Son, John 


Bristol . . , . 


• • 


10 








Drimmie, David • • 


Dublin 


• • 


10 10 





Drununond & Co. 


58, Dawson -street, Dublin , . 


■ • 


25 








Du Bedat Si Son, W. G. 


U &'S, Foster-place, Dublin . . 


• • 


5 


5 





Dublin Man, A. 


Derry {tee " A ") 


• • 








Dublin Whiskey DisUllery Co. . . 


Dublin 


• • 


50 








Dudgeon, Brothers 


1(J3, Great Brunswick-street, Dublin 


• 1 


5 


5 





Duncan, W. W. 


London 


. • 


10 








Dunedin (Collection) 


New Zealand 


• . 


184J) 


17 


11 


Dungerfield, W. . . 


l)er F. Smith & Son 


• • 


1 








Dunhill Parish (Collection) 


Waterford 


• • 


7 


1 


(i 


Dunn, Rev. R. 


Hunt- town, Bampton, Devon 


• • 


24 


10 





Dunne, Jos. J. 


Northumberland-road , . 


• . 


3 








Durham (Collection) 


— 




113 


8 


2 


Durmicliff & Smith 


Nottingham 


• • 


2 


2 





Eason, Charles 


30, Kenilworth-square, RatJigar 


• • 


5 








East, James 


per G. J. Alexander, DubUn . . 


• . 


. 2 


2 





Easton (Collection) . . 


Baltimore 


t • 


73 


13 


1 


Eaton, M. tS; S. 


95, Grafton -street, Dublin 


• 


5 








Eccles Sunday Schocda 


— 




5 


10 





Echelay, Mrs. . . 


Netlierwood, Godalming 


• • 


2 








Edge, James . . 


! per Jonathan Pirn, Esq. 


• • 


1 








Edgson, G. W. . 


: per National Bank, Bays water 


. • 





8 


(i 


Edinburgh (Collection) 


1 




404 


4 


10 


Edmundson & Co. . . 


! Capel-street, Dublin 


. • 


10 








Edwards, Rev. A. . . 


per Most Rev. Dr. Trench 


■ • 


! 2 


10 





hdwards, Mr. & Mrs. T. P. 


a. Elm View, Shaw ilill, Halifax 


• • 


1 


1 





Edwards, Miss 


per Sir John Barringtou 


• • 


2 








E. G. . • 


I per Rev. Canon Bagot 


■ • 


1 








Egan, Rev. J. 


' Dublin 


• • 


1 








Eighty.fifth Regiment 


; Collection ,, 

Carried forward 


£ 


42 


2 


4 




47,834 10 


8 
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Brought foncard .. £ i7,8;U 16 


8 


Elrington, C. A. 


• • 


Cuddesden College, Oxford 


10 





Elliott, Cooke & Co. 


• • 


Tlioiras-street, Dublin 


20 





Elliott, Samiiol 


• • 


Liskeard, Cornwall .. 


1 





Elmes, Roliert H. . . 


• • 


per National Bank. Dublin 


1 





Ely, Marquis of 


« • 


Hotel de la Grande Bretagne, France 


20 





Ely, Marebioness of 


• • 


Do. Do. 


10 





Emmens, Williaiu .. 


• • 


London 


10 





Ennis, K. A. 


• • 


Dublin 


6 5 





Erard 


• • 


per Pigott <t Co., ll'i, Graf.on-st., Dublin . . 


5 





Etohemin it New Livt-rixx)! 


• • 


Quebec 


01 19 


7 


Evans, Henry 


• • 


Dublin 


5 





Evuns, John 


• • 


40. Dawson -street, Dublin 


1 





Evans <fe Co., Richard 


• • 


London 


2 2 





Exeter (Collection) .. 


• • 




9 8 


y 


Exeter Cathedral Church Collec 


t on 


_- 


42 15 





Evans, Miss F. 


• • 


Sandymount 


2 





Faliie, J. A. 


• • 


20, Leinster-pqunre, Rathmines, Dublin 


2 2 





Falcon *»r, John 


• • 


Ti-i, Upi)t-r Sackxil e-slreei, Dublin 


6 





Falk & Son, H^nry 


• • 


Nf wcastle-in-T\ ne 


10 





Family Heiald, Proprietors of 


9 • 


London 


5 5 





Fanagan, William . . 


• • 


— 


5 





Fardan, Mrs. 


• • 


per Jonathan Pim, Esq. 


1 





Fari^, J. C. & Friends 


• • 


Medaryville, Indiana 


1 





Farqiihorson, 11. 


m • 


Dublin 


5 5 





Fay. P. M. 


• • 


Dublin 


60 





Fellowe<^, Chailes .. 


• • 


0, Tettenhall-road, Wolverhampton 


5 





Fenerhea-l, Jan. «!: Co., D. Ikl. 


• • 


Oporto 


10 





Fennel), S. J. 


• • 


Dublin .. ,, 


6 





Ferguson, M.D., Robert 


• • 


jer Bank of Ireland . . . . 


2 





Ferre & Co. 


• • 


10, Glasshouse-street, London 


5 5 





Fetchburg (Collection) 


• • 


Massachusetts . . 


172 12 


7 


F. G. 


• • 


Charing Cross, London 


1 





Fibbin, J. 


• • 


per National Bank, Bayswater 


1 





Fiji (Collection) 


• • 


— 


316 





Findlater A- ('o,. Alexander 


• ■ 


Upper Sackville-street, Dublin 


60 





Find later, "William .. 


• t 


S.ephen'a -green Club, Dublin 


20 





Findon, Miss Elizabeth 


• • 


London 


1 





Fitzgerald, Charles . . 


• • 


per John A. Cuiran 


2 2 





Fitzgerald, D. & 1'. 


• • 


}iO, St Andrew-street, Dublin . . ,, 


26 





Fleming, The Misses 


• • 


Windermere .. .. .. 


2 





Fleming, William . . 


• « 


Stephen 's-green, Dublin 


6 





Flint (Collection) . . 


• • 


North Wales 


120 2 


9 


Flood, Robert L. .. 


• • 


Kast street, Dorking 


60 





Flynn, Jolm 


• • 


Blackrock 


1 





Fogarty, Owen 


• • 


Dublin 


2 





Foley, J. 


• • 


p<*r M. J. Briggs 
Northumberland 


6 





For<l Parish (Collection) 


• • 


17 17 





Ford, J. A. 


• • 


Rathniines 


1 





Fordliara, H. G. 


• • 


— 


1 1 





Foresters, Ancient Order of 




Dublin 


51 





Fortress, ^lonroe (Collection) 


• • 


Virginia 


38 9 


6 


Forster, Captain 




Swords 


10 





For>ter, Right Hon. W. E. 


• • 


Chief Secretary for Ireland . . 


60 





Fottrell, Junior, George 




H, North Great Georges-street, Dullin 


6 





Four Workmen 




Gateshead 


4 





Fox, E. 




Dublin 


5 6 





Fox, Joseph H. 




Wellington, Somerset 


5 





F<K & Co., Samuel 




per F Smith «fe Son, Dublin ., 


2 2 





Frank 




per National Bank, Bay.^watei 


2 





FrjinUland, Mrs. 




Kendal 


6 





Franklin, William A. 




per V. B. Dillon, .Junior 


2 





Eraser, G. R. 




Newcastle West, Limerick 

Carried forward .. £ 


6 







lft,100 13 


8 



2 B 
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Broaght forieard ,. £ 


i7,Zn 13 


Good Templsre (Indapeoden 






Ord-tof) 


Ilalcham 


10 e 


Ooore. Rev. E rssr.! 


Dirlinftton 


10 


QMMtt. Uev. J. F. . . 


The I'riory, Westnord. Hoi lliJe ford. Devon 





Gowlunil, Thoinai .. 


Dublin .. ., ■ 


e fi 


<(t«tt4ii, rjiily IJIM* 


Ham H-,uBe, PeWrtham, Siiriey 





Graras, Bev, !l. I'. .. 


1, Wintou-road, Le-B .n-park, Dublin 


10 


Gniy, 111. Hon. Edmund Dwj-cr . 


I'nblin 


270 


Gray. Mil 


Dublin 


10 10 


Grav, R,v. H.It. .. 


Holt Vic«rase, Wre.ham 


1 1 


Grarejcnd (CoUectioiK 


i.er F. D. NeuinKham, Mnyor 


20 


Green, Clisrlei 


SBvanuBh. Georpa 


10 


Green, J. 


LoQ.li.Q(perU. J.tiill) 


3 3 


Greenock (Collection) 


per IVovo^l Campbell 


650 15 


Orcer, Rev. G. S. .. 


The tileW. Kileulii-.i 


1 (I 


Oreer. Rev. S. MCurdy 


1 3. G.iidner-s-pluOT, Uulilin 


10 


GregoT)-, S-|ihia ., 


Tntltn ., 


10 


Gregory, W. IF... 




10 


Oi'fyini.nlh (CollefrmK 


New/ealcnd '.'. '.'. '.'. 


686 


Crice.GTJee .^RootU 


Birii.inBh.im 


10 


(jTifflih ^ Furan . . 


I'lil-liBlier*. London 


8 2 


Groom. Miss Oeorsina 


Char evwfl..d, HeriB 


1 1 3 


Gr-ives, Rev. C. W. 


Tenkesbuiy 


2 2 


GuiUlfurd (CloUection) 




U (1 


Gu;ui.esB, Sir Arthur 


Dublin 


201) 


Oniiineia, Kdwfttd C. 


ft. Gr..8venor-plBce, London, S.W. 


aon 




unhiii, .. .. ; 


10 


Ouitoiiaaii, S. . . 


pet F. SraUh 4 Son 


1 1 


IJun.rv.J„g.VU .. 


Tatt.>n 


10 


Gunn.M.J. 


Gaiety Theatre DubUn 


25 


H«ig, C. E. 


fl, Queen'a-parade, Windaor .. 


9 


H«iali. Marou* H. „ 


Aberia. Wales .. 


20 


Haigh, Cart..n 


GriniBliyHull, OiiniBby 


3 


HBi«Ii, Hi-,iley 


Dn. 


3 


HaiBl.,Krne«t 


Do. 


3 


lUigli. Arnold 


Do. 


2 


Hoijih. ClaiKle 


"0. 


2 U 


HaMer * Haider irjiiiited) 


Wanlaga 


110 


Halifax 


Nova Scotia 


RIO i H 


Ilalifut (Colluctiun) 


per Matthew Smith, Esq., Mayor 


200 


H'dilax 


IWA. WilBon, HaliCii 


1 


Hall. Kdwin 


St. John's W. od, London 





Hull, Rev. John 


perSir llarringfin 


5 


Hall « Son. John .. 


1 London (per G. J. Alexander) . . 


10 10 


HaUinni), J 


per National Bank 


S 6 


Hanierion.Cliarle^.. 




10 


Haiiiill'iD, Alexander J. 


DnWin 


5 




Upper Mount. Shatiklin, We of Wight 


1 


H..naK"n, J. . . 


Dublin .. .. 


a D 


Hamlcock. I). 




10 


Hwimm.Mont. .. 


9, Kne Neuve Chauasee. Itoulogne 


8 


Hnres. :iO 




3 2 « 


Hare, Mi.s 


n, ArRjlle-road. London 


3 


H.irnia*Co.,Chiir:ea 




1 1 


Harria, AMi^rmat) .. 


Dublin 


20 


Hams,llfv. H. 


Winterboume, BnSBett, Swinboume 


110 


HurrJB'ni, Mra. K. 


London 


110 


Hnrriaon. Rev. A. IT. 


MaidBWne 


10 


Hurri^m * Ciowfield 


per Jonathan Pim 


100 


Hnrtnf^ll. J. Esq. .. 




5 


Haney, Edmund . . 


Waterf.rd .."".. 


2 


Harvey, K. L. 


per Bank of IreUnd 


10 




CaiTicd foraard . . £ 


«0,015 1 
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Frazer, O. It. 
J^JcHcion tCullei'lion} 
VTmman WilUatB (i. 

I'.iirSl. I'mrick 



r,'i. 



ciutv o( 



])... 



■Is (prtW. ScnttACd.) 
I... Di.. 

Do. 



1 



Jirougb /or 
im<.-ti?l,ln«. 



I llwli.iii .4iicLland 

I Ii:i>^lHiid.t-Sco(UTi<l 



I llaiik. OxrunlBlrect. Lmii.in 
Lull, Koitli America 



. i ]:<. l/iwirMuutil-H^reet, DuMin 
- pui' Nmiunnl Biiuk, Bniswitcr 



lir 



i.b.rn * Western Di 
iieciil .Vdveitis-r. I'm 
.H[,MiiBii(Collei:lii)ii 
lit, L. I'. 

nioii, Willium .. 
.-, Jlis. 



tv .1 Jl..rko 

Ge-ti aiuTiili 
(iil.b<m'<, MUsE. M. 
Gililioim, V'. U. 
(iilibatiB, Mrs. 
GililHiti-. Miaa 
GilibB .t- Co. 
liibriDii, i:., Rt IToD. 
Oili-oii. tiei^ru* S. 
Giliaon* 2o., W. .. 
Gllps. Williain Ilenr; 
Gill, II. J. 

Do (Colloctipn) 
Giili-v, Junior * Co., F.W. 
GilliKnn, I'. 



Glxvt-ninker, A 
Godlav. R. 

Goiiiii, Ths Most Itcv. 
GouiIdihii, J. F. 



I»iiilnii 

!>'i, lAliKiU.vne mail, DuMin .. 
:!*. ItalliKnrroii.1, Dublin 
I ri4, T/iniT Ungot-StneC, Dniilln 
l'iiilad.-lTiiiiii . . 
lii. \^var IMminkkHiti-iyt, DnMin 
)icr NtUnnnl Dank, Uubliii 
Uoi>tle. Liverpool 
Do. 



T F. Smilli ,t Son. DkIiHii . . 
31, t'nir.streel, Drogbeila 
Dublin 

irYork 

7B. Middle Abhej-slreet. Itoblin 
per Wiliiarii CoUiuB, lia(|.. Lord Provost 
Dublin 
I>er NutJMial Biuik, Dublin 

Moortlown, Bournemotilh, Hun la 

Port of Spain .. 

Dublin 



Ca-nUd foru-ard 



£ 57,302 la 



I.isr OF SUBSCRIPTIOXS. 





Brought foraard .. £ 


ST.31I3 ]3 


Good TemplftTS (Independen 






Ord-r of ) . . 


Halcliam 


10 


Goore, Rev. EUarJ 


D'lrliiislon 


10 


OoEielt, Rev. J. F .. 


The I'riory, \Veat»ard, Ho ! Biderotd, Devon 





OoivUnd, ThoiDBH . . 


DnUin 


6 S 


OntUTi, r^idy LuiM 


Ham H.iuw, Petersham, Siin-ei- 


6 


Orava., Rbv. 11. I', .. 


1, Winton-road, Le-B .u-patk, Dublin 


10 


Or.if, Rt. Hon. Edmund Dtryor . 


I'ublin 


310 


Otuy. Mrs. 


nuhlin 


lo 10 n 


Grai. R-v. H.Tl. „ 


Hoit Viciirftge, Wreiham 


110 


OrBYBsend (Coaectioii) 




20 


GiVB.1, Chprle* .. 




10 


Green, J. 


London (per U. J. Gill) 


3 3 


Greenock (Collection) 


Perl'rnvo.lCamphell 


SIM 15 


Greer, Rev. G. S. . . 


Th« Glebe, KilcuLe., 


10 


Oreer, Re^. S. UCurdj 


a. Gniduersplttce, Dublin 


10 


Gie^cory, S 'iihia 


T«lt0N 


10 U 


Gregory. W. ± F. . . 


'i'alton ' .. 


10 


Greyinonth (CoUert'or.) 


N.'w Zealand .. 


880 


Griee. Grloo A ilooili 




10 


Griffllh A Farran . . 




8 3 


Omoni, Misa Oeorsin* 


Chareywn.,.1, HertB 


I 1 » 


Groves, Rev. C. W, 


Te«kesbuiy .. 


a 3 


GuiMfonl (Collection) 




U (1 


Giimiiess, Sir Arthur 


Dublin .. ~ 


aoD 


Giiinncwi, Edward C. 




aoo 




Dublin 


10 




per F. Smith & Son 


110 


Gun irv. Joseph 


Tatt.m . 


10 


Gunri. M. J. 


Gaiety Theatre Dublin 


3d 


H.ig.C. E. 


1), Qiieen's-parade, Windsor .. 


8 (1 


HsiBh. Msrcua H. .. 


Aberia, Wales .. 


30 


Haigh. Cnrl"Q 


GrimBl,yHttII.G.imBby 


9 


Haiyh, Medley 


D.^ 


3 


Mutgli, Eineat 


Do. 


3 


Huieli. Arnold 


Do. 


3 


Hai!!h, (Jlaode 


Do, 


3 


HaLler & Haider (Umited) 


WaoUsa 


110 


Halifui 


Nova Scotia .. 


eis 4 3 


Halifax (ColleeUoa) 


per Maltlic* Smiih. Eiq., Mayor 


200 


H.ima>L 


per A. WilBoD, llalifui 


1 


Hall. Kdwln 


St. John's W. od, London 


G 


H..1I, Rev. John „ 


per Sir Barringl^.n 


5 


Hulls Son, John .. 


1 London (per G. J. Alexander) . . 


10 10 


llallinaii, J. 


per National Bank 


5 fi 


>lBii..-rUi>i, Cliarle^.. 


Maidstone 


10 


Haiiiilton, Aleinnder J. 


Dublin 


COO 


H.milion.J.J. D. .. 


irpper Mount. ShankUn, IJb of Wight 


1 


H.maR»n. J. . . 


Dublin .. .. 


3 


Haiidcock, D. 


Handgivfirth, B nninffham 


10 


Hiiniion. Mona. .. 


9. Rue Neuve ChauBaee. Boulogne 


8 


Hiire-. HO 




3 a B 


Hare. Mi«B 


n, Argylle-road, London 


3 


Him<ldACo..Char:Hg 


BirmiiiRham 


1 1 


Harris, Alderman .. 


Dublin 


90 


laiiis. Rev. H. .. 




1 1 


i..rriB..n, -Mra. K. 


London 


110 


Inrtison, Rev. A. H. 


Maidstone 


10 


HurriHoi * Crossflcld 




100 


Hnrtnell. J. Esq. . . 







llarvev. GdinuDd . . 


Walerford 


3 


Harvey, E.L. 


perBankoflrEUiid 


1 




CaiTxei/oTward .. £ 


«0.(i45 1 
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ITaney, Thoroas 
Harvey, Mrs. 
Haney, Mrs. A. 

Ha»kell, C. B. 

iHaslam, Boger 

Hastings Couuty (CollectioD) 

Hatch, Miss 

Hangliton, B. 

>laii^'ht4>n, Samuel . . 

Hangliton, The Misses 

Hanglitofi-le-Spring (CollectioD) .. 

Hawar(!en Church . . 

Haworth &' Co.. Richard 

Hayes & Co., William 

Hayhurst, H. H. F. 

Hayman 

Hay ward, M.P. 

H. B. ri. . . • . 

Mm • v>. • • • • • • 

Healy. V. P. 
Hehenlf n, Rev. J. . . 
Hemphill, J. H., Q.C. 
Henderson, J. 
HengltT, Charles C. 

JDo. 
Honnt- 11, Frank S. . . 
Hennessey & Co. . . 
Hephiirn & Sons 
Herite, Mons. 
HerscLell, Farrar . . 
H. G. . . 

Hibernian Bank 
Hicks, Alexander ... 
High Sheriff, The .. 
Highflalts Meeting (Collection) 
Hildesheimer «b Faulkner 
Hill & Sons 
Hills. F.C. 
Hilton, T. 

Hilton (Collection) .. 
Hines, Thomas 
H logo (Collection) .. 
Hislin, Christopher 
Hitdicoek, AVilliams & Co. 
H. M. M. . . . . 

Hoharttuwn (Colleoion) 
Hobhouse, Ven. Archdeacon 
Hobson, Rev. G, F. 
lloddeston (Collection) 
Hod^kinson & Co., W. S. 
Hodgson, James 
Hodgsons, Surgeon-Major 
H()f?g At Co. William 
Hokitika 
Holmes. John 
Hong Kong (Collection) 
Hoopt-r, George N. . . 
Hopkinson 
Horchitz & Co. 
Horniman, John 
*' Hornsea" 
Horsnail, H. 
Houston, Arthur 
Houstain & M'Nairn 



I Brought forward 

l>eds 

Grange, Waterford 
b, Biunswick-Mllas, Windsor .. 



Manchester 

Ontario 

per Oxford-street Branch, National Bank 

Eversleigli. Coi k 

Torquay, South Devon 

Dublin 



I 



Manchester 

Wrockwardine, Shropshire 

Bristol 

Cheltenham 

Norwich 

I 1. Thomsett rood, Anerley,. S.E. 
I Hintoii Rectory, Alveston, Hants 

23, Meriicm -square. South, Dublin 

Publisher, London 

Argvlle-street, r»egent-street. London 

Proceeds of benefit night at Circus 

10/, Louilou roaci. King's Lynn 

Cognac 

Jjeather Market, ^onthwark, London 

French Consnl, Dublin 

40, Grosvernor Gardens, London, S.W. 

Dublin 

per National Bank 

Dublin 

Yorkshire 

I^ndon 

Blue Bell Factory, Inchicore . . 

liedleat, Penshurst, Kent 

Wellingborough , . 

Canseiiburg, New Zealand 

1, Brisbane-street, Douglas, Isle of Man 

Japan 

Dublin 

London . . 

New South Wales 

Liskeard . . • . 

Heits 

Wells, Somerset 

per National Bank, Bayswater 

Barracks, Devonport . . 

Cope-street, Dublin •• 

New Zealand 

Castlewood Hotise, Rathmines 

China 

Klmleigh, Beckenham, Kent . . 

per Pigott & Co., Dublin 

per G. J. Alexander, Dublin . . 

Croydon 

Hedon, Hull, England 

Bulford Hill, near Braiutree, Essex 

per John A. Curran 

15, Ingram-street, Glasgow 

Carried forward 



£ 1 00,645 6 1 

10 

10 

10 

10 

2 d 

10 

1('2 14 3 

6 

5 

10 

10 

24 4 3 
7 7 7 

20 
110 
5 5 
5 

10 
2 2 

2 (S 
10 
10 

10 
5 

21 
117 12 

1 1 

25 
5 

20 
10 

10 
50 

10 
10 10 
18 

10 

5 5 
20 

10 
10 19 11 

2 
108 

5 
5 5 
10 
2,25'J 3 
2 

4 17 4 

5 
2 2 

2 f« 

1 1 
50 

470 

5 

2,000 

5 

2 2 
5 

10 
10 
10 
5 5 

10 



00,152 l-i 7 
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LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 



Howell, G. R, 
Howitt & Co. 
Howtli, Earl of 

Huddersfield (Collection) 
Hudson, T. H. B. .. 
Huges, Mr. 
Hughes, Frederick ., 
Hughes, M. 
Hull ((Jollection) 
Hull, Bev. J. & Mrs. 
Hunter, L. 

Huntingdon (Collection) 
Hurst, Messrs. 
Hurst & Son 
Hussey, W. K. 
Hutchiugs, Miss 
Hutchinson, H<in. Mrs. C. H. 
Hutchinson, George 
Hutton, H. S. 
Huiton, li. J. 
Hutton & Sons, J. . . 
Hyam, B. 
Hyderabad 



Drji- 



Illustrated Sporting and 

matic News 
Independence Collection 
Inglelow, W. F. . . 
Ingram, J. K. 
Inland Bevenue Officers (Collection) 

Do. do. 

1 )o. do. 

Do. d»>. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Invercargill do. 

Iri:jh Farmers' Gazette 
Isacke, Captain . . . . 

Isbister & Co. 
Iveis, Bev. Canon B. 



Jackson, Miss 

Jackson & Co., J. . . 

Jackson & Co., J. . . 
Jacob (S; Co. 
Jacobs Co., W. (kB. 

Do, (Employes) 
Jarrow (Collection) . . 

J • O. • • • ■ 
Jersey City, U.S. 

J. F. S. . • 

V.J. • • 

J. Xj. 15. . • 

Ja Xj. • • 

J. M. • • 

J. M. 

J. M. C. • • 
Johnson, James 

Johnston, J. B. . . 

Johnson, Ma/.iere .. 



Brought forward . . A* 

11, 'i'avistock-st., Bedford-square, London 
Glasgow 

Howth Estate Office, 68, Lower Gardiuer-st., 
Dublin 

Publisher, London 

per Bev. J. Daniel, P.P. 

fi'\ PMith-road, Peckhara, London 

17, Eustace-street, Dublin 



Dublin 

Ballinahinch, Co., Down 

per G. J. Alexander, Dubliu . . 

Dublin 

Ealing, W., London 

per Windsor Thorp, Esq. 

per National Bank 

!•*), Sloane-terrace, London, S. W. 

Dub'in . . 

per National Bank 

India 



London • • • • 

Missouri 

2, Wellington-road, Dublin 

Dundee • • 

Halifax 

Kilkenny . • 

Kirkcaldy, N. B. • 

Waterford 

York 

New Zealand 

Dublin 

London . . . . 

St. Peter's, Broad-street, Birmingbam 



per Miss Tisdall 

Lynn 

Biga (per G. J. Alexander) 
Peter'H-row, Dublin 
Do. 



«C,152 13 r 
110 
5 (I 






Horwood House, Guildford, Surrey 



' I 



Exeter 

per National Bank 

York 






• • 



15, Southwark-st., Cambridge-sq., London 
H, Clvde-roa I, Dublin 

London & Lancashire Fire Insurance Co. 
Dublin 

Carried forward 



5 





212 





1 1 





1 





1 1 





1 





1,135 10 


2 


2 





S 





3:i 1.1 





10 





10 10 





1 





5 





10 





1 





2 





5 





20 





10 





2,780 


10 


21 D 





108 7 


8 


10 10 





6 





12 





17 5 





11 1« 





1 6 





15 5 





8 14 





580 5 


2 


10 10 





2 





5 5 





1 1 





3 





2 





1 1 





20 





2.-) 





n 8 





238 11) 


1 


5 





351 12 





1 





3.") 





3 





1 





1 








6 


1 





2 





10 





2 





5 






71,1)42 14 4 
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APPENDIX XIV. 



J* hnson, Mrs. (CifUectiou) 
Johnsun, W. L. 
Johnson, W. JK: A. K. 
JoiieSy Mrs. Annie . . 
Jones, ]{. M. T. 
Jones, V, 

Jones (Ir Sons. George 
Jones, War«l Si Ok . . 
Jo)nt, Wiliiaiu Lane 

Jnry, '• Hea\T v. Ronntree" 
Jury, Nini J'rius Court 
Jury. •* riuuket v. AVbite " 

»• O. Oa • • 

J T. 



lironpht foncurd 
I a'en-Umlen 

'2i'>, I.i)\\er l^eeson-stTi et, Dublin 
PuiiiiKliers, London 
rortslttde-by-Sea, Sussex 

l"), Weslmorelond'Stxect, DnUio 

Stoko . . . • 

y^r National Bank, King's Cruss. London 

DnUiii 

Dublin 



])er Oxfiird-Ktreet Branch, National Bank 
England 



Kane, John 

Kane, R D. 

Kane & Son, J. F. . . 

Kafiunda J^ Light • • 

Kavanagby J. W. 

Kavana^Hi, Michael . . 

Kearney, Siin«»n 

Keeling. Be\ille & Co. 

Kt^hoo, T. n. 

Keighlt-y (Collection) 

Kekewich, Lietiteuant-Culoiiel 

Kelly it Co. 

Kelly, B. 1>. 

Kelly, Madanoo 

Kelly, JHnies 

Kelly^ Rev. John 

Kelly, P. 3. 

Kelly, Thomas A. . . 

Keunaway, W. B. , , 

Kennedy, Chaih s . . 

Kennedy, George O'U. 

Kennedy, Mrs. M. . . 

Kennedy & Son 

Kenneily, Thomas . . 

Kenny, Dr. E. 

Kenny, Mrs. 

Kenny, Patiirk 

Kent (Collection) . . 

Kenyon it Son, James 

Keogh, Madame 

Keswick (Collection) 

Do. 
Kidderminster "iCoUection) 
Kieman, Dr. 
Kielv, J. 

Kiluarc it Leighlin . . 
Kiely, W. T. 

Kilmore, Most Rev. the Bishop of 
King, James 
King, L. M. .t E. E, 
Kiilala (ColKotion'^ 
Kiilaloe, Bishop of . . 
Kimberley 
Kintx)rt*, Earl of 
King's Cross Branch, Naiional Bank 
Kingston (Collection 
Kingston, Mrs, GeoroO 



I>*eson*park Honse, DobliD . . 

C.ar>-mo(int, llowth 

London 

South Australia .. 

llitligor 

10. St^phenVgfi^en, Dublin .. 

Fair street, Drogheda 

l,y ndon 

Kilciunuey, Kiklorc 

per Sir Jolin Bominjjton 

per Pigott it Co., I)nblin 

10. L'pper Kuthuid-stre. t, Diildin 

Sacred Heart Convent, (^iin)i>er. Franco 

1. bnth-avenue. Dublin 

St. John's, k*elIinff.on-Tyno 

Peoria, lUin is, U.S. 

Monkstown 

•'), St. James's-iilace, >Ixcter . . 

Dublin 

80, Lower Leeson-street, Dublin 

1, Prince Arthur-ttrrace, Rithmines 

Dublin 

Inin 

Lublin 

Dublin 

4. North Earl-street, Dablin . . 

Ontario 

Bury, I^n cash ire 

Rue de Rivoli, Paris 

Amateur Performance 



per M. J. Briggs 

per Most Bev. Dr. Walsh 

Toronto, Canada 

04, Bisboppate-st., Wavertree, Liverpool 

WaterinKbury, Kent 

per Most Rev. Dr. Conway 



South Africa 

Keith Hall, Inverin, Aberdeen 

r«ondon 

Ontario 

Exmouth, Devon 



71.043 14 4 









Carried forward 



X* 



10 








8 


3 








:{ 





10 





2 








1 


1 





2 


2 





10 








1 








1 


1 





1 


1 





u 


U 








5 





10 








10 








6 








2 








4:12 








1 


1 





d 








2 








2 


2 





2 


2 





141 


3 


10 











1 


1 





5 








4 








20 








ao 

















5 








15 








fO 








3 


3 








10 





10 








10 








1 








1 








5 








100 








10 








t; 








18 


10 


10 


5 








157 


8 


7 


1 











2 





80 








20 








2 








1 








1 








22 


14 





10 








1100 








5 








2 


10 





95 








2 


2 






74,510 12 4 
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Knight, Craig & Co. 

Kiiiglit, Thomas 

Koliiistanini, I^opold 

Kumura 

Kuniser Vallev 

Kyle, Veil. Aichdeacon 



Labour Loan Society 

La Grange, H. .. ». 

Lahore (Collection) 

Laird & Co^ Alexandr A. 

Laliore, Rt. Hon. the Bishop of . . 

Lalor, J. J. 

T-anibe, J. D. 

Landy, Tliomas P. 

Lniie, Rev. li. T. 

Langan, F. H. . . 

Lang ) 

Langston, Miss 

].arkin, Michael 

La Touche, J. J. Digg. s 

Launceston ( Collection) 

Iaw, II., Q.O. 

Lawe's Chemical Manure Company 

Lawlor, Joseph, M. D. 

Leaf, Sons & Lo. ,. 

Lecomtre, Mons. 

Lee, W. H. 

Leech, A. 

Leetch, Thomas 

Leeson. Henrv 

Leith Town Council 

Lonnon, William 

Letliielleux t*. 

Lever, Ji«hn (). 

Lewis, H. K. 

Lewis, Inchard 

Lewis, W. L. 

L. xl. . • . . 

Lichwiiz, L. 

Liefmanne & Solmne, R. 

Lincoln, Henry 

Lincoln, Mrs. 

Littleboy, Richard . . 
Littledale, R. F. . . 
Liverpool & Riikenhead Wholesale 

rotate Sal'Smen's AsRo<iati(»n 
Liverpool Victoria Legal Friendly 

SoiieJy 
L. K. . , , , 

Llanrwst (Collection) 
Llewellyn & Son, G. 
Lloyd, Altuce & Smith 
Lloyd, Miss Emly . . 
I ocomotive W«rk8 (Collection) 
T.odge, Pelix (Collection) 
Lombard, J. F. 
Lcmbard, Mrs. 
London (Collection) 
Lord Ma} or and Lady IMayoresp]* 
Lossiemouth, N.B. (CollecUoD) * ' 



Braught forward .. £ 


74,510 


12 


4 


per M. & S. Katou, Dublin 


2 


2 





London 


1 


1 





Fiiith, Bavnria .. 


1 


1 





Westlard. New Zealand 


3;u 








Proceeds of Concert 


35 


U 


i) 


.17, Upper iitzwiiliam-stxeet, Dublin 


2 








London . . . • 


3 


13 





Dublin 


1 


1 





India 


38 


H 


10 


Glasgow 


20 








Dalhousie, PuT\jaub 


100 








Drummartin Castle, Dundrnm 


1 


1 





Lakerren, Bf ssbrook, near Newry 


1 


10 


c 


Collection, Telegrapli Clerks, G. P. Office . . 


IC 








150, Albany, London, N.W. .. 


1 





u 


Dublin 


5 








Pigott & Co. Dublin 


2 


2 





— 


1 








61, Dame-street, Dublin 


20 








I , Upper Ely-place, Dublin . . 


5 








Tasmania 


13(iO 








0, Fitzwilliam-square, Dublin 


10 








Dublin 


10 


10 





Richmond Lunatic Asylum, Dublin 


3 








Old Change, London 


1 


1 





Poitiers, France 











per Mayor of Wakefield 


5 








per M. J. Briggs, Bridport Har)x)ur 





2 





Dublin 


10 








per Sir John Barrington 


10 










20 








Dublin 


6 








Paris 





8 





Adelaide Buildings, London Bridge, E.C. . . 


25 








London 


I 


1 





per National Bank, Dublin 


1 


1 





per Nation ol Bank, Charing Cross, London 





10 





— 








11 


per National Bank, Bayswaler, London 





5 





Hamburg 


2 








0, Emorville-terrace, South Circular-road, 








Dublin 


2 








0, Emorvilleteriaco, South (Ocular-road, 








Dublin 


1 








Newport, Bucks 


6 








— 


2 








— 


23 








__ 


9 


2 


1 


— 


1 





2 


North Wnles 


1(1 








I'nveifordwest .. .. .. 


1 


1 





London 


1 





i 


Rip'cy, York 


1 





c 


Broad>tone Railwjiy, Dublin .. 








• « 


India 


20 


10 


o 


South IIiU, Upper Rathmines 


10 


10 





d'\ do. 


5 





c 


Ontario 


313 


12 


6 


Dublin {fee " G ") 








Proceeds of Concert 


1 


10 






Carried forward 



£ 77,040 5 a 



i-1 
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APPENDIX XIV. 



Mnrpliy A- So'-s, J. . . 
Mnrniy, MiB. E. F. 
^lurray, K. F. 

Miirra\. Chi'dren and S.rvants . . 
Miirtagh, Sui-geon M^or 
^Iiisiiier, Madame S. 

^ICal.e. Most Rev. Dr. 

M'Cabe, Charles 

3I'C'nnn, J. 

M^Cann, Thomas L. 

M'Clean, H. 

M'ulcverty, Rer. R. 

M* Comas & Son, Samuel 

M*Dermott, John .. 

M'Deviit, K. O. 

McDonald, Lieutenant Col. Jo' n 

M'Donnell. John R.I.C. 

M'Kachen, Mrs. 

M'Evoy, T.C., John 

M'Furlane, Strang; & Co. 

M'Ganran, E. 

M'G^oin, Esq., Htnry 

M'Oee, \\ 

M'Goveni, Thomas 

M'Hale, Most Rev. Dr. 

MHale, P. W. 

M'Kenzie & Son5t, T. (Limited) . . 

M'Kenzie, William .. 

M'Kerlie, James 

M'Kiiight and friends of " Northern 

Whig" 
M'Larcn, D. M.P. .. 
^I' Master, Hodgson «fe Co. 
MMuJlen, 

MNaii ara & Son, M. 
M'Niven & Cameron 
M'Rahan, C. I*. 
M'Slieehy, John 

Naisli, John 

Nalty, S. 

Naiison, Rev. R. N. 

Nash, 11. 

Nash, Surgeon -Mty or 

National bank Bianch 

do. do. 

National Bank 

do. (Collection) 

National Discount Company 
Nawab Abdul Gunny 
Nawah Khajah Ahumgolah 
Neil, Christiana 
Neale, Richard 
Nelson (Collection) . . 
Nelson & Sons, T. .. 
"Nemo" 

Neville, Rev. Canon 
Newark (Collection) 
New Bandon 
No wbold, David 

Newcastle- on-Tyne (Collection) . . 
Newfoundland do. 

Newmarket do* 

Nutt, D. • • • • 



Brought forward 
Dublin 

do. . . . . 

do. .. .. 

do. . • 

Ciimp, Colchebter 
Paris 

Chnrina Cross 
.A rcii bishop of Dublin 
New York 
per National Bank, Dublin 

10, L( eson-park, Dublin 
Kd?emond. Newport, SaU.p 
16, Lower Sackville-street. Dublin 
U-t, Mountjoy.^quare, West, Dublin 
per J. A. Curran 



Scots House, Clones 

Cork 

Dublin 

Glasgow 

Dublin 






per Rev. J. Daniel 

Colleue-green, Dublin 

{see Tuam, Archbishop of) 

per M. J. Briggs, Bridport Harbour 

(Collection DulJiu) 

Ediubargh 

Belfast 

Capel-street, Dublin 

per M. J. Briggs, Bridport Hai hour 

5, Eden-quay, Dubliu 

per M . X S. Eaton 

Ceylon 

per J. A. Curran 



Dublin 

Aldlmm, Colchester .? 

AnglcFea street, Dublin 
per Nation.'l Bank, Dublin 
Baysw ater, Lond* n 
Belyravid, London 
Dublin 
London 

20, St. Andrew-street, Dublin 
Decca, Bengal . . 
do. • . 

per Jonathan Pirn 
Mount r»ith 
New Zealand 
Edinburgh 

per V. B. Dillon, Junr. 
Slow Rectory, Lincoln 
New Jersey 

Co. Gloster, Bathnrst, N.B., Canada 
per National Bank, King's Cross, London 



Ontario 
Publisher, London 



Carried forward 



» • 



X 


,ii5,n.)o 11 10 


• • 


10 





• ■ 


5 





• • 


5 





• • 


2 





• • 


1 





• • 


4 










10 


• • 


10 





• • 


1 





• • 


25 







jO 





• • 


ft 







10 





• • 


;J 


.3 


• • 


50 





• • 


1 







11 


5 


• • 





10 


• • 





10 


• • 


i\ 





• • 


10 


5 


• • 


:) 







1 





« • 





10 


• • 


2 





• • 





5 


• • 


(U 


12 




5 





• • 


10 





• • 


11 


5 




5 





• • 


25 





• • 





2 


• • 


10 





• • 


2 


2 


• • 


5 


1 S 


• • 


5 







5 


5 


• • 


2 





• • 


10 


• • 


5 


5 


• • 


2 





• • 


1 


i:{ 


• • 


1 


17 


• • 


100 





• • 


15 


7 i; 


• • 


25 





• • 


lV5 





• « 


J 25 





• • 





5 


• • 


4 





• • 


327 


8 2 


• • 


5 





• • 


2 


2 


• • 


1 





• • 


509 


10 7 


• • 


5 


11 5 


• • 





10 




540 


5 5 




IbOO 





• • 


26 


9 8 


• • 


2 


2 


£ 


119,950 


U 4 



JPI'EXUIX XIV. 



J^. 



1-, J..lm 



Lowry. Mi^inrGeut'ral a W. 

Luce, riisilefl 
Liioe W. II. 
LuirncT.'. I'. ]l. 
Lvl.r, .Miyor 
Lvl... K.>l*.t 
Ly..,l,, liicrjB .. 
L.vn.tli, .1. 



I^ui'hlitio- (Oillecitori) 



Mnpftulcv. G. C. 
JJarkay. II. W. lU.vd 
M"*k.ii. H. M. i I'. 
Bluckoi i- S'ia4,jHiiieB 
Mnckie, Churlii . . 
llHcki* M.I'.. Itubett II. 
UufphrrBon C, 
II widen. U.I).. B.R. 
ftliuMeii, I'. (l.'ulUitimi) 
MaJi-. 



Ui>.1 



ruiiif 



Miillell. Mr, * Mca.'cinil. b 

Uiilijiie, l.awrem-i: . . 

Ma] ton, (CuUHL'tiun) 

Main ec Hie 

MxioWaier. (ColWtiun) 

M«Tiili>lia. (i.'uUuctiu.i) 

MapatluT. Dr. 

Slukg. BeujuBon .. 

MnrBbaU, Bolwrt . . 

UantoQ I.OV i Co. 

Marllii>ruii;!li. Duuliess' Committee 

HuiiD, Floreitre 

Martin & Co., 11. . . 

Slarlin, T. 

M«rtii>. T. i C. .. 

MarUn. W.J.. M.l». 

Wary pott {Cullrction) 

Mnsicy, \V. N. 

Uaoti^iit £ Co., J. ., 

MatUowa, lUv 1'. T. 

Malsun, J. F. 

Matthews. Jcliu 

MalthcwHou, Aleiui liter 

Mattliewxou, John . . 

Uatili«w«un. Allen . . 

Mauilcsley, J<i)in 

UttoiiduTii i: Co. 

UannaeV.a.W., D.L. 

llaynaixl Urutbors .. 



l:l. T..><i'er SncktillcBtreet. niiUin 
)>iT M. J. ftri^K". l(ri'l|i<)Tt llurbouT 
211. Wivkluw-BiTcet, l>uL>liii .. 

i»-r National Hank. Dublin .. 



ItHwIiy 
lii. Qu<..-n 
n. Il.iruli-i| 



I. .I'llm's. Newfoiiiidlaud 



Cllul<!Ha Jl' St. WlllNlllII 

l)i.llu 

|ifr Naliriiiul Hank. Ilavsirater 

7 QH<viiab.wi.'.UTrai'e. I/jii.l..n. W. 

:»; A- 117, Lower Onnoud-qmiv. D ,blin 

York 

Tours 

KoFlli WeitTtrritorv. C.ina.l« 

Diililiii 

prr N»Uonal Buiik, King'* Cobs, Ltind 

tilanKiiw 

I'lililifbor 



viirJs I 



re's-s'iuiiri 



1:1, Ohl Brood -Street, Lonilon 

l^oiidon 

(iiiti>-bea<1-nn-Tvno 

III, North Gnax (i.'ur.'E'B.aUei't. Diibliti 

'M. l.onvT Ormoud-qiiiiv. Duhlin 

p.T ItubertBiiii S: .^rnoti, I>unilee 



do. 



Carrird fortcarit 



.lo. 



LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 





Broiifflit fmicard .. H 


UTttyo.ronnty 


Coll-ctiiid, in I'ariali Churehea 


IHsv.i. OcorgB 


A.lelaiile, Australia 


M.B.N. 


Ni,rwifl. 


M. C. 


per Bdnkoflr^l nJ 


Blend, J 


l«T.M.AS. l-aLin 


Aleata Rvv. H. G.J. 


KfwLu.y, IJerkB . . 


St. K. C. 




Hees.VM«enB 


Roit'-nlBm 


Sl.ll.niin,..,r.:ll.vnnr., 


.tii-lralia 


M.-I.l..„,< !,ni),..,«„,lUfi. 


Dulilin .. - 


Member, li.I.C. 


per lUv. J. Daniel 


Menr^li. Ileiir. T. .. 


Cr..y.lnn 




l>nl.lin 


Me,i)ett,A. 




M.F, 


Hilitowo 


W.F. 




Sf.fi. 




Mil. 


\,tf R..-V. J. Daniel 


M, H. 




Mii.'g>-r(in dt Co. 


London 


Miller A- Co.. A, . . 


Tl..»ias-l-ee^ Dublin 


MUwaiikee (CullectinDi 


IiKliinamil 


Mipioe»p..UB do. 


UniiedSialei .. 


MiuKiiis IteBBra. 


Stoke-upon-Trent 


Mitchell A- Son. S, .. 


10. Grafton-alrepi, PiiMin 


Mit..'he11A Sou, John 


Newhal --treei. RirmmKliora .. 


Mib'betl, MisB 


fi to »e- cottage. Spring road, Soulhwnptou . . 


Mitclietl,Ja..ica .. 


IJuliliii 


KHtchell. William .. 


I«r M. A S. Eafn 


M. K. W. 


- 


M. L. 




M. I„ 




11. N. 


50, Riohnion J-tiTmce. South Lambeth 




p.-r Moat Rev. Dr. P.>«er 


M.icg * Co., J<«eph 


Ailehiiile Works, Redditch 




Maiiih.-st.'r 


3ri)U<.y.J. 


fiS. Harf<iurt.i.tre..t. Dublin . . 


Mo11utACo.,P.J. 


Dam*-srrei-t, Dutlin 


Jlonns Herald 


iHleofMan 


Blonaon, HoliinBOn & Co. 


31, Tjlbot.atreet, DnMin 


do, .sirapl-jft 


do. d.i. 


Moonej, F. 




Mooney. WilliMn . . 


per John A. Cnrran 


Moore, A. 1'. 


:;;( hii.I 21, High-Btreel. DnUin 


Moore, LIr. 


S-rtiiliporl 


Moore. SI. 


Dervot'li, Co. Aiidiin 


M.,n.n, William .. 


St. VA ;sl.llr^ Luean Dublin 


Jlon.vifliiOhu.fh .. 


nislii.|i-«lr. , 1. p. t Uoyal Bank 


Moienu. Monsieur Frederick 




Morgan, PriKilln ,. 


per Jonathan Pirn 


Ml jgan A Co., C. . . 


Lond<in 


HorluNd, Ilnntmli .. 


Croyd.ni 


M.icrisun & (Jo. 


I«r Nalionul Bunk, King a Croaa, I/mdon . . 


Mllllel * Co. 


iH-r a. J. Alexander 


JhilliBSn-John 


Duldin 


MuHo.k, T. H. . . 


l.cr .National Bank. DubUn . 


MiiiiBteT Blinking Company 


imuin 


Blurlaiid. Luty 


Cmvibm 


BliirphvBrolhes .. 




Wiirjiliy, J.maa, Q.C. 




Mnrphy. Joli.i 




Murjiliy. Robert F. 


10. Upper Monnt-Btrcet, Dublin 


Wiirpli'. Very Ucv. Canon 


I>nb1in 


flliir|.hj, llr«. .M»ry 


10. Uiilier Moiini street. Dublin 


MurpLy. W, If, . . 


;iO, Uaineaueet, Dublin 




Carried /oricard .. £ 



iis.oatiiiio 
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Miirpliy A' So'-B. J. ., 
3Iiirray, Mib. K. F. 
'^lurray, E. F. 

^Iiirra\, ChiMren and S rvants 
Mnrtugb, Sinj^er)n Mi\jor 
Miisnier, Madame S. 
M. W. 

M("ai'e, Most Rev. Dr. 
MCube, Oharles 
M'Cann, J. 
M*Cann, Thomas L. 
M'Clean, H. 
M'v^Iovertv, Rev. R. 
M* Comas »t Son, Samuel 
M'Dermott, John .. 
M'Deviit, K. O. 

M' Donald, Lieutenant Col. Jo' n 
McDonnell, J<»hn R.I.C. 
M'Kachen, Mi-s. 
M-Evoy, T.C., John 
M'Farlune, Strang «fe Co. 
M'Ganran, E. 
M'G^ohi, Esq., Hi-nry 
M'Oee, P. 
M'Goveni, Thomas 
M'Hale, Most Rev. Dr. 
MHale, P.W. 

M'Kenzie it Sons, T. (Limited) 
M'Kenzie, William .. 
M'Kerlie, James 
M'Knight and friends of " Nortliem 

Whig" 
M'T^ren, D. M.P. .. 
^I'Mastor, Hx)dgson & Co. 
MMuJlen, 

M'Nan ara A Son, M. 
M'Niveu & Cameron 
MKahan, C. 1». 
M'Slieeby, John 

Naish, John 

Nulty, S. 

Nanson, Rev. R. N. 

Nas)i, U. 

Nash, Surgeon- Mfy or 

National Bank Biauch 

do. do. 

National Bank 

do. (Collection) 

National Discount Company 
Nawab Abdul Gunny 
Nawab Kh^iah Ahumgolah 
Neil, Christiana 
Nenle, Richard 
Nelson (Collection) . . 
Nelson & Sons, T. • • 
*' Nemo " 

Neville, Rev. Canon 
Newark (Collection) 
New^ Bandon 
Newbobl, David 
Newcastle- on. Tyne (Collection) 
Newfoundland do. 

Newmarket do* 

Nutt, D. 






Brought forurard 
Dublin 

do. 

«b». 

<lo. 
(?iimp, Colcliebter 
Paris 

Cbnriiia Ooss 
Archbishop of Dublin 
New York 
per National Bank, Dublin 



1(», li* eson-pork, Dublin 
Kdj7enioiid. Newport, Salop 
l.'i, Lower Sackville-ftreet. Dublin 
04^, Mountjoy-- quale, >Vest, Dublin 
per J. A. Currnn 



Scots House, Clones 

Cork 

Dublin 

(jlnsj^ow 

Dublin 






per Rev. J. Daniel 

(^olleiie-green, Dublin 

{see Tuam, Archbishop of) 

per M. J. Rrij?;,'8, Bridport Harbour 

(CuUectiou Dul'liu) 



. Edinburgh 



Belfast 



Capel-fetreet, Dublin 

per M. J. Brigps, Bridport Hai hour 

S, Edenquay, l;ubliu 

per M . JL S. Eaton 

Ceylon 

per J. A. Curran 



Dublin 

Aldh:im, CoLhester .? 

AngleFea street, Dublin 
f)er National Bank, Dublin 
Havsu ater, Ix)nd"n . • 

Belvravia, London 
Dublin 
London 

'20, St. Andrew-street, Dublin 
! Decca, Bengal . . 
do. • . 

per Jonathan Pirn 
Moun troth 
New Zealand 
Edinburgh 

per V. B. Dillon, Junr. 
Slow Rector)', Lincoln 
New Jerst^y 

Co. Glosttr, Bathnrst, N.B., Canada 
per National Bank, King's Cross, London 



Ontario 
Publisher, London 



ll5,n:J(5 


11 10 


10 








1 6 








b 








2 








1 








4 











10 





10 








1 








25 








jO 








/i 








10 








;\ 


.1 





f>0 








I 








11 


5 





i 


10 








10 





:i 








l.J 


.^ 





A 








1 











10 





2 











5 





G4 


12 





5 








i 1^ 








1 

1 11 


5 





5 








25 











2 





10 








2 


2 





5 


1 


3 


5 








6 


5 





2 








10 





5 


5 





2 








1 


l:{ 





1 


17 





1 100 








15 


7 


i\ 


25 








1-^5 








125 











5 





4 








n27 


« 


2 


5 








2 


2 





1 








501) 


10 


7 


5 


11 


5 





10 





540 


5 


5 


If^OO 








26 


9 


8 


2 


2 






Carried forward 



» • 



£ 119,959 14 4 



LIST OF SL'BiCRlPTlOJfJi. 





Itronght/onrard .. £ 


111I,!I.'.0 U i 


» ewlown Pariih (Colleolion) 


Walerlonl 


r. 


Kew[>ort do. 


JMuiiniuuLhahiia 


15 II 


New Y-,rk do. 




3,-.10 U 


Mall, M.D.. Kiigene 


I,oi.aun 


1 u 


NiL-h<ilB»ii.Jci)iii .. 




ton 


NiroD*C... 


ArlruaLh 




Kixiin.Jolin 


Diihlm 




NoLUb * IIi>nr6 .. 


C.irii wall -road, :- torn ford -stieet, Lbiidod 


■2:< 11 


Non-Bul,icr.bii:g Cliurch 




■I 111 


NiirUiwood, E. J. .. 


lOfl. OffiH ,1-rriild. London, N. . . 


(15 


Noiri-. J. 


j.er N.li.»ial Uni.k 


:1M 


Konii, Williiim 0. . 


l>er Jonathan rim 




Kortbam .Inii 4.-„llec.ion) 




i;iii u 


N-rwo.pi!, U|iprr do. 




;ii 1 i> 


V.O.S. .. 


l^rNuiiniiol lta>ik, UuiBHuter 




N.ivtllo, Ewer * Co. 


l>ul>liBMrrB, I/mduii ' 


,-1 I 


Nut-eiLt, Michael „ 


Uublin 




Kinetj-gixlU Itugiinent 


Alderhhot 


10 


■"'amah (('ollectioDf , . 


Wdling'oD, New Zealand 


:!ll) U 


Ua~U(!r, Palmer £ Co, 




:> a 


OUba... (CcillecUoi.) 


per rtii;iamCl.i..lwick (Major) 


■i::, iH !t 


OlivollnllierB 


Ih.rv, LatieaBhirs 


:2 2 


Olive .E Pailiuglon .. 


G1..-B..I. 


a 2 (1 


Oliver, (i,U. 


G1S8K..1V 


1 U 


Oliver, William 


U.r.ninKhum .. 


1 1 


Olwin, Aniwlen Si Co, 


Loiidou 


•i -i (> 


One who recrets he cannot give moi r 




10 


Ou« who reels for the distrew . . 




1 






I.-0 1.-. u 


Ormsbr. H,L, 


DLillin 




Otr.RJ, 


Belfast 


■i 2 


OsLoniH. Ashby G. .. 


9. St. MattJn'B.plu;e, Dover . . 


!, D 


OtUwa{Colleflion) 




5(K) 


Otter, Rev. J. ha .. 


as. Y..rk.r..o.l. UrKht..n 


40 


OwGQ. s.a. 


l>er Hurdj l^n.thers, WillUm.slre.t, DiiUin.. 


a 2 


Owens. Sir Gcocge B. 


Dublin 


a 


Oitord (i;olle.'tiont, UDiverfity an.l 






Citizens 


£100 iransf-^ried t-i Seed Fund 


DIH IT & 


OBri. n. Lieut.-Col., ami Officers ol 










2X 11 


OBrieo. M 


per Xatioiial Itatik, Duhlin .. 


11 


O'Brien, P»triclt .. 


Hi>U'l cle I'l MtiieviB. Korae . . 


1,1} 


u'iir,,,,. WUliim .. 


DiiUin 


9 




T.<;.IJ..l)nbiii .. 


I 


HI „n..il. The Most Kev.W.D. .. 


l'..rt..fS|.ain .. 


in 


OCmior, John .. 


Dublin 


(M) 


OCnnor & Co., Michael, and 






Frienils 




Jll 


O'Domiell, Th-maa 


DuLilin 


:t a 


OGUIiBOn, fi. R, .. 


:1, C^isae-aventie, C'lonlarf 


9 


O'HnBari, Lord 


Dul.lin 


3(10 


O'ilall'irsn. George W. 


K5. KenBi.pgton iiaidens-Bquaro, L -n l.<n 


10 


O'Hanlou. Rev. J, ., 


Diibin 


1 


O'Keere, Eilwai'd .. 


3. M.ll-strect, 1)11 din 


.'> 


O'EerffoA Co. .. 


Tonnito 


90 


O'NrUl. fleorBB 


-. H.-nri-Mre<'l HOlin 


a 


OKorke. J, 


Li...l..n Uo..a-. h.. y timet .. 


I 


O'.-lwu'^hno'.B)'. Andrew 


|)crNati-niil h^i.k, Itiib'in .. 


1 


O'ShutiihiiPsy, Mark 


in, (iardinpr*Ri.lM.'e. Otiblin ., 


a A 


O'Sullivaii, J. 


Sbiiiiir.x:k- villa. SLumford 


2 10 


Page. Draper 4 Co. 


Li.crpool i L-mdoii 


10 1) 


P.ialej (Collection) 




300 




Carried foraarct .. £ 


llii.aiJ:.' U a 
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1 Br-ughtMirard .. £ 


l-iO.-Mi U M 


■uleatine East, (Cullection) 


:oi.i- 


11 10 


PalKr.ve. .Miir|.liy t Co. 


J 17, Eden-nuay, Dublin 


HW 


PallM. C. Loi'd Cliiel Buron 




20 


'■liner, Mre. 


Taiiiit.111 





I'ulmer, Munha .. 


Talton 


1 


Painell. 4. T. A. .. 


KxpluitRivcr, Newlou..dland .. 


3 


I'BriB. St. I'ulricl|-B Suciety 


Oiiiurio Wi-Bt. Canada 


30 


P.™oii8. Tli« Miases 




6 


raraoMiiO. 


' |wr Xatinnal Bauk. Kins'i Crois, Loi.don . . 


1 1 


Palterson. Malwilm 


1 Dew-biiry 


3 a 




1 U. Colleye-RTeen, Dnldin 


50 


Patterson, B. T . . 


1 U. KiLiare-Btieet. DubUn . . 


10 


Pa.i, Prooeed of Concert 




(•5 3 


Favj Li«iflP £ H.-iiaer»on 




1 


P»jiie, Pliilii. ii GtfurgB 


j Khi|iatim 


15 


Pears, Henry 


; We«t"n Cttage, Malvern 


1 1 


I'eaw, Artli..r 


l»arlingi„n 


as 


Pease, SI,P.,Jo^phW. 


llarlinRUm 


35 


Pevkuvi-r, AlRenion 


Wi^lwuU 


20 


PeckovPF. Mra. 


WUlieeh 







Cirilra.Hyde .. 


1 


PiTulo<<-'(iUocUoii) .. 


South Au-tralia .. 


4 10 


Penon, B. 


[ler G. J. Alexander, Dublin . . 


2 


Periuel Fili 


Itheim. 


a a 


Perriu, Richard „ 


Dublin 


90 


Perry . 


]HT National Bunk. Dublin 


10 


Parry. J. 


Holborii ^'iaduet, London 


21 


Perry, Heorge 


1 


2 a 


Periv, George 


' per Aldermon Codiraa 


2 


PeikiDB. It. 


1 p.-r y^forU street Uraueh, National Bank . . 


I 1 


Parih(C..llecLioi>j .. 


, Ontario 


SOi) 


Pardi (Colleetiun) , . 


WeBlfm Australia 


mi 17 s 


Paters, J 


Aiiaiwick, C Hi lani. Lancaster 


1 


Jeltifrr K TI. .. 


aiJ.Culford-road, London N. .. 


3 


Pelviu. Joseph A. .. 


Talto 


& 


Pliayre, Gciieial Sir A. 


NuUiual Bank, Dublin 


111 


Fl>illi[>B George. Jutir. 


Live.pool 


3 2 


PhilliiiB A Co., .t. A N. 




loa u 


I'hii.™, lUv, William 


03, Upper Gardiuer- street. Dublin 


5 


Pb-Biiix Brewery Cu. Employfia . 


Dublin 


10 1 11 


Picaid * Co. 


Tendon 


5 6 


Piersoii, b. 


per Sborples £ Co. 


1 


PietennariCzburg . . 


Natal 


71 


Piltott Ji Co, 


lid, Crafton -street, Dublin .. 


10 10 


Piiii Brothers & Co., limited 


South 'ireat Uoorge's-street. Dublio 


f* 


Piui. lieury 




10 


PinohmK, C.J. .. 


5, The Terrace, GruvoBend, Kent 


5 


Pin«tt. ProeecdB of Concert 


Oiiurio 


4i 3 6 


Pirie A Suiie. A. . . 


Aberdeen 


S <l 


Planteiifta, J, H. .. 


per U. J. Alexander, DubUn „ 


3 


Plnnt*r'a Sroree and Agenry Co. . 


Ditrusaob, Upper AsBaro 


20 6 


Plunkct, AtnlitOBO .. 


Dublin 


5 S 


Plunkett, Hon. D. .. 




SO 


Plunkett, G. N. . . 


H, I'nlnierstou road, lialhrnines 


9 


Potman, M. 


Haarlem 


1 1 


Poolytiridd ConMobulary 


South Wales 


1 .1 » 


J'oor Breirerj- Boy .. 




3 (1 


Pope, l{e¥, Cauoa ,, 


St. Andrew's Church, Dublin , , 


5 


Portarlington. Riuht Hon, Earl . 


Portarlingtou 


10 


ronSKielBue, MesBra. 


Loniiou 


e 


Puwetl ± Horn, J.M. 


Ijondon 


I 1 


Powell, n'illiani .. 


48, Wood-Btreet, London 


S 


Powell. William (C^eoUon) 




:) 


Pratten. Rev, B.P. .. 


Hnileuiere. Snirey 


10 


Pj-endergast, J. P. .. 


1S7, Straua-ioad, Sandymount 


3 a 




Carried /oricord .. £ 


188,687 7 8 



1ST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
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Brought forward 


£ 


128,587 7 


3 


Pre8ton (Collection) 


Working Mt-n's Relief C'>mmitt€e 


£6 





)*i eston. E. W. 


ptrr National Bank, Dublin 




3 





Presbyterian Church 


BHllina 




1 2 





Prestcn & Co., K. W. 


Liverpool 




2 





Price & Sons, J. «fe C. 


per National Bank, Liverpool . 




1 1 





I'rideaux, The Misses 


Joy Bridge, Devon 




2 





Provincial Bank 


Dublin 




100 





Provincial Lepislutnre of Ontario . . 


Canada 




4,0JI0 17 


4 


Provost, Trinity College 


Dublin 




10 





Puller, Miss 


Harley-street, London 




10 





Pumphrey, Edwin (Collected) 


Sunderlnnd 




J»: 12 


({ 


Puraphrey, Mrs. 


Great Malvern . , 




10 





Pumphrey, Mrs. 


Worcester 




2 





Purser <fe Co. 


per G J. Alexander , 




10 10 





Quaile, J. R. 


_ 




5 





Quebec (Collection) . . 


— . 




1,050 





Quill, Thomas 


Hammersmith, London 


• • • 


5 





**R" 


5, Leinster-road, Dublin 


• • • 


2 





Rain>ford, John 


DulOin 


• « 


1 





Bait, Mrs, 


Sydenham 


• • • 








Bum, Bichard E. . . 


Kiln«lown, Essex 


• • • 


10 





Bamsay Bi o" hers . . 


per Rohertson <fe Arnott, Dundee 


1 





BanRoon (Collecli.in) 


Biiiish Burmali . . 




70 17 


1 


Bankin, Chnrles 


Dublin 




1 





Ban some, Sims & Head 


London . . , 




10 10 





Bath, Mrs M. 


Black water, Gorey 




1 





liath. Miss 


do. do. • 




1 





Bath bone & Sons (Sunday School>) 


Millpoint Canada 




32 1 





Bay,W. 


per Canon Bagot 




2 





Bay mond, Oliver 


Middleton Rectory, Sudbury, S 


uffolk 


5 





" \i. B." 


Edinburgh 


• • • 


1 1 





R. D. T. 


per Oxford-street National Bank Branch 


5 





Bea«l, M.P., Cla.xe SeweU 


— 




5 





Beading (Collection) 


— 




289 10 





Becorder, The, and Mrs. Falconer 






20 





Beefion (Collection) 


West Coast, New Zealand 




220 18 


6 


l?egnn, C. J. 


per Vincent P. Healy 




1 





Begistry of Deeds OflBce (Collection) 






10 





Benarlt & Co, 


Cognac 




10 





Beynolds & Co., Cbarlea 


London 




1 1 





Beynolds & Son, James 


J ondon 


• 


6 





Bii-liards & Co. 


rer G. P. Walsh, Dublin 




1 1 





Bichardson & Son . . 


Derby 




10 





♦* Ringwood " 


l)er Royal Bank . , 


• ••• 


10 





Bisci. C. R. 


per Wilts & Dorset Banking Company 


1 





River Church 


Dover 




5 


6 


Bix, George R. .. 


Soiueilryton, Lowtstoft 




2 


6 


liobeits S: Son 


.~~ 




2 





Robertson <fe Amott (Collection) . . 


Dundee 




3 9 





Robinson, J. 


— 




1 





Robinson, R. 


per Nationol Bank 


. 


10 





Rock <fe Remington (Collection) . . 






1 15 





Roe, Henry, .luor. . . 


per Bank of Ireland 




100 





Rogers, R. J. 


Charing Cross, London 




10 





Romney, M. A. 


per National Bank, King's Cross 


10 





Rooney, J. 


Bath gar 


• • • 


5 





Ross (Collection) 


New Zealand 


• • • 


44 13 





Ross, iJavid, LL.B. 


— 




2 2 





Rossiter. J. H. 


Oatlands, TiCwes 


• • • 


5 





Both, Jo^^eph 


per Mrs. Leetch, Dublin 


• ■ • 


2 2 





Bothe, H. 


London 

Carried forward 


• • • 
£ 


1 1 







135,145 5 


11 
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BroMjht foncard . . £ 


130,1(5 5 11 


EoiitWge* SoTiB,0. 


L.nd.,„ ■' ' .. 


6 a 


Itiwl.ai.e i Co. 


per 1'. Walsh. Dublin 


1 1 


llowlei, J. W. 




10 


Itnnnfj & On, , Ototge 


parSI.A S. Kat..n 


& II 


Itoxbiirxh. 1 iwitenrmt-Coloiiel . . 


l.Clnreu.lo'-ilreet, KeDsioglAu 


I I 


K^iUIlankorireUoa 


per D.i,id Uromin 


llil 


llorM YKht Club .. 


J^ey 


:i 6 e 


BotBl AriiUery, 11 BattiTy 


;ira Brigade 


11 H » 


H. T, It. 


Lond..,, 


6 


Kule. I'ewr 


Co nhm-oQ.T»eeJ 


5 


liusaell, .1. W. 


perJohnA. CuiTan 


1 


Ilng-ell, P. 


per Vincent P. He»lr, Lniiiloti . . . 


10 


B.U8ell. T. W. 


Tein|iciaiice Hotel, St p hens- green, Dublin 


9 


lt>.BBi.ll.tC.... Wilii«rn 




10 


IlutWr. T, A. 


More, Wilts .. ~ 


1 


Rjaer. La ion, D.D. 


per KaUuu il Bank, DuMin .. 


a 


■■S" .. 


Enniseoi-tliy 


1 


S«b8l 1- Cll. 


per U. I- S. Eaton 


1 1 


Siicruiiii'iiin ^CoUe^tion) 




aau 


RsJut A Sans. H. .. 


41. Lower Ssclnille-Btrcet, DubUn 


3 'J 


S»l.«H..JuDr. .. 




1 t 


Samiisl. It. 


10, Fib!r..y.Bqixare. toiLloii , . 


5 


SiiinuelBon. B,. M.P. 


Liipton, ltris:liaiti. Dev.^D 


85 


SntKUrsuii, Tliumas Kemp 


per Jlaynr ol Wakelield 


6 




Auttraliii 


l,50l( 1 7 


SiDkej. Willitm 


Ci>allir"(.l.i|Eilo ., 


10 


Sautlty. Charle* .. 




5 




lWl.V,.,J,i.l 


3 11 


Swil, Eair.tJ 


I'uckham, Rve .. 


3 


SauDdf nt. F. O. . . 


perJ.l.i.A.Cur™n 


1 1 


Saunders, Gilbert .. 


AlUan -roa-J Ma«kitown 


3 2 


!juinj«rs Jnrne* ., 


Wolverhampton .. 


1 1 




Ge..rKia 


OH G 


Seklmi H. S. 


Kini!»l.ri,li;e, Devon 


S « 


Sellon CofleyACo. 




60 


Borv»ni». Two 




a 


ScfllUn. EiiBeno. V.l>. 


1. Brunswiek-plnce, D'lldia .. 


10 


SolUu, J. 1 . & W. 


17 BacUdorVi^al .Dublin .. 


10 


Suanlun. I'. 


Rnsemarj-slrcct. Uristal 


10 


ScarbcrmiKh, (Collection) 


ToFkahire 


133 


Sc»rtb. Mis. 


Gui>b.'rougli 


10 


Sclioli^M, MiiB 


Suuiliport 


3 


ScbofleM, Thumu .. 


.Maynr of Rochdale 


■1 


Shonilier)', Oiibuio . . 


l-roeeeils of Dramatic Eatertoinnent 


7 10 3 


SclamliTB. liMthere t Co. 




10 10 


Si-olt, IJfll & Co. .. 


WeUiiiet<.a.qnay, Dnblin 


6 


Scott, Boll * C*. KmployS* 


do. do. 


5 


Swtt A SirickLin 1 .. 


lBland.briageMiU8,Dul.lin .. 


a a 


Soott JL- Co., William 




7 V 


Scott, Miea 


Ealing 


50 


Surims-ivon £ Song, John 


perRubeitsoQ and Aroott, Dundee 


110 


Si-ii11v,Viiicciil 




39 


SbalJers, Kobert. and Mr. Shaldera 


Vice- Consul, Paraibi, Brazil .. 


10 


ShftbhiustonCbtirfh 




1 13 n 


Sha..k<.-U 1- E.lwariU 


London 


a a 


Shiickletou >t Sou, George 


85. Jaines's-Btreet, Dublin . . 


5 


Shaniiway, 11. 


pet M. J. BriggB, Bridport Harbour 


3 


SlinnlOin Cliuruh .. 


iBle of Wight .. 


fl 


Sbanks. James 


:■■=, T.)«iiS!rnd-sl.t>»t, Diblin 


S 


SI><>>inoii,Mi«. 'William 


n, Sydenham Villas, Bray 


3 


Sharp.-. H. i- K. . . 


Wigbcach .. .. 


5 6 


Slia*. G. !■•.. F.T.C.D. 




3 3 


ShariiUs i Co. 


Hertfocd 


1 13 




CaTTifd forward .. £ 


is«,a83iiii 



LIST OF SUB3CniPT10.\3. 





Brovghl forward .. £ 


issam 11 11 


Sim*,. I. J. 


114, T>ower baggot street, Dabliu 


1 It 


SI...W. William 


DubUu 


21) 


SliefpB)i« 1. 1'Kicre'ls of Cnuv.-i-t . . 




n:i n 


Sheffield, (CulkcUou) 


— 


l,ls(l 9 u 


Shiel, It. 


n. Elsin-road, Dublin 


10 


Shel.lon. Dr. Cb«Ie» 


a. Kuukinaliam Vale. Cliffn, Uriatol 


.too 


ShelilDii, Thori... .. 


iwr (i. I. AUiaiider, Dutliii . . 


:l :l 


Shcrbro;>ke. (Collectii'u) 


Quebec, Cauaila .. 


HI 15 7 


Slirtluik. R. A. 


DubUu 


2 3 


bhipUy. tCuUectioo) 




2'.i 


Ttttton 


I) 1(1 


Shull, NHtUiiDiel .. 


Tatton 


ij (i 


Si.n>e.W. 


per National Bank 


ID 


Slta,E.lw«nl 


.io. Jo. 


1 y 


Smpkin, SlMsliaHACo. 


London 


10 [) 


Sm8,w:D. 


^rJotia'han Pioi 


5 


Km8,W.O. 


I', Old Itrmd.Bireet. London . . 


a 2 


SixSer^iuitB 


liovnl Arisen. Ilarrachn..re .. 


15 


biniuncfl-iilleclin) 


X-rf.-lk, Ontiiio 


u I n 


Siitli IteKimi-iit. (Cutrertinii) 


Lunnpore 


1 11) li 


Sixtli Iti^iini-iit, (C I'l^'tioTK 






Bkiiiliin-nii-Cnivuii, tCiJlectioii) . . 




51 lit 7 


MaiiBviSon 


Wrllinstno, Siicopshire 


1 1 


S..i:.lli..nu. J. T. . . 


Dublin 


10 


ism^ll SiiiiM 


per J..nat1ianP.iu 


3 11 


S. M. If, 


p^r Sir lieorue I!. Owens 


6 


Riiiiili. l!«ron 


l>crH.Horxnail .. 


5 


SmiDi, IliaUz.m .. 


p,.r J. A. Currsn . . 


10 


Smitli. ISruther* .. 


31. lilai-kalock-street, Liverpool 


50 


Stnilli. Friink 


Toronto, Canaila 


ao u 


Smitli Jt Lester 


perP. WalBb.Duhliii 


10 10 


Kmitli * Sons, W. H. 


ETnplr.vfs, Dublin House 


li 10 II 


Smitli i SoDB. W. H. 


Clerks. ItaUv ay Book Slftods .. 


5 .1 


Smith. T. 




:t 


Smith, Willinm 


Oifiii d-8treet. I^jiidnn 


1 


Snivtli A:Soii,F. .. 


CilUi-iiuu, J6, li raft on-si reel, Dublin 


5 


SiLjih, It. <i. 


Di.blin 


1 




Hi, NasBBii-strtet, Dublin .. 


2 




do. Jo. 


1 


Super. Joliii 


per Osford-slreet Branch, National Bank . . 


p 10 


Smitliull, 11. 


SiirLlliiu 


5 


S..iii]iiiiiii>ton. Bruco Sc Co. 


Ontario 




Sparks AllKil 


Great Malvern .. 


1 lu 


SrarkB, WiLiam 


do. 


3 


Si«.e.y, Dt. 


Dublin 


a 


8l>ra, Lergs. Mr. Children 


Dublin 


S 


Sprickley. White & Lewis 


London 


.15 


Spriniltey (CollectioQ) 


I'ittstieid. MaaanchuMtts 


iM a 5 


Sciuim. 1). AS. A. .. 


Kerkhamslend. Hants 


JO 


S.|iiire. Kd»«d L. .. 


per Jonathan Vim 


10 


S.|iiire, William .. 


IterklianisU-ad. Hants 


5 


S. S. BI1.1 Farrilj ., 


Tatton 


10 


Stucv, llarlon 


SLK^kbridge, Hants 


5 


SWaR. W. H. 


Welh.-rav.in. Annesburj, Wilis 


3 2 


Smletbridi^e Catholic Registration 


St,d«jl>ridj(e 


Bl 


Stu|.les£Co. 


111. ArgjUe-place, Lond.m 


2 Q 


Smplev .t Suii-.h 


Vi», London Wall, London. E.G. 


GOO 


8. T. I( 


York 


5 


8t«in. lt<.bart 


T. Clarinda Park, Kingstown . . 


15 


Sleiibenviae, (Collodion) 


Ohio 


1:>4 lU b 


Sltphena. C. 


The -Viil-iw., Tiom ko End, Maidenhead 


1 1 


Ste|dieii8 £ Haynes 


Puidishers. Loudon 


1 1 


Steph.'i.ao... Clarke * Co. 


London 




Slevensori, John S. . . 


l^l. Upper Lesson -Btr<^et, Dublin 


5 


Stewart i: Co., James 


Djie-=ii eet, Liverpool 


10 




Carried foneard .. I 


1;IU.BIK)15 U 
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Brought fitneard 


£ 


l.ia,H1W16 9 






1 I 




111. Fitzwilliam.plice, Dublin . . 


BOO 




Culiloniia . . 


Ul 






3 ID 6 






a 6 s 






a in 






1 1 




Worc««tei 


47 6 






3 a 




W.terTor,! .. " 


A 5 




1. C<>IlegL--8re«n, Dublin 


BOO 




(il..s.o,> " .. 


11 8 S 






fil e 


.h;l 


per liev. S. E. CkJBtoDe 


1* 3 






633 9 3 




\hir,mllh.,oii .. 


10 


:tion> '.'. 


Telling-on-Tjne 


ao 




Poplar „ ■ 


3 17 9 




i;Kenhi]l, Sn-auBca 


10 




WillsiKleD 


ft 4 8 


ge 


East GriiDBtead .. 


10 




Poplar 


4 


;l[andiiurLii 








Oldhwn 

l.:iKUr 


ao 

10 




Brooklyn, New York 


aoo 




AuckUn.i. Sew Zealand 


KO 




riiiicet-'D, Nhw Jersey 


ao 




Omari.. 


31 fl 


m's Journal ., 


S9, Upper Gloucester-fltreet, Dublin 


BOO 






10 




Saffulk 


BOO 




311, I^nrton-toftil, Reailins 


1 a 




per Wilts aod Dorset Itaoking Companf . . 


1 0. 


i' '.'. 


do do. do. 


10 




I«ndon 


60 




per WUliam Lajne Joynt, Esq., D.L. 
BlaekheaLh, Undon 


S 


friendB : ; 


3 10 




per Naiionid Bank, King-g Cmn 


10 




New York 


60 


tiOD) 




331 13 S 


1118 


per Nalionil Bank, Kiog'i Crosi, London . . 


5 e I 




)icr Sir Jorm Barrlngtoii 


6 
6 fi 




KiugBlo'm 


10 






10 




Australia 


28,001) 






1 




~ 


3 10 




72, Wellington -street, Stiand, London 


337 1(1 10 


Siee ! ; 


London 


ao 




KinnBtown 




3 


H . '. '. 


Dublin 




10 


Ilmra 


17, tUd Broa.1 street, I ondon 




5 6 




'lotteiibaiQ 




100 
10 




London 




1 




Edinburph 




6 




Bron.l*Bburj- Boad, London 




3 




Dui,lin 




10 




New Zealand „ 




230 


1. M.P. '. '. 






60 










Carried foiuard .. £ 


no,9;4 3 





LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 




9 






Brought forward 


M 170,9-4 


3 


ipson, Miss C. 




per Wilts and Dorset Banking ( 


IJompauy ,. 2 





lan, John, C.B. 




A ting British Consul, Greytow 


n, Nicaragua 5 





ipson, John 




Che-.ter 


60 





ipsou, Richard 




Jfoik 


3 3 





ipson & Collins 




Bndgewater 


11 





ipson & Co., J. G. 




— 


2 





ip>on & Ca , 'Jhoman 




Birmingham 


10 


c 


oiski, Count Alexandre 




per the Marchioness of Ely . . 


10 


c 


nley & Knight , . 




Birmingham 


10 





p, John Hall .. 




Dublin 


6 





p, Windsor 




Dublin 


10 





Ifall, Lazarus . . 




Colne, Lancashire 


2 2 





jler & Co. 




Bojdeaui 


10 





il. Miss 




duunyaide, Clonturf 


3 





0.- 




— 


1 





is, M. 




per John A. Currnn ., 


1 





I. Burns k Co. . . 




Mary-street, Dublin 


50 





Do. Employes 




— 


1« 13 





[, J:imes • . • 




liOuisville, Kentucky, U. S. 


6 





ington, J. . . 




Dublin 


10 





«iay (Collection) 






12 10 





r. Nephews 




London and Cadiz 


2 2 





ler, Thomas, and Few Fiiends 


Milner's Bridge, Huddersfield 


16 





ch, ArchViishop 


• 


Dublin 


Ub 





ton (Collection) 


North Jersey 


225 Jl 


8 


ter & Son, Y. . . 




Chimside 


2 





ll.\V. H.A. .. 




Blanilford. Dorset 


11 





Q, His Grace the Archbishop < 


[)jr 


Portion of t)ie American Contri 


butions .. 3,000 





)( J. H. • • 1 




Uitchin 


60 





Is, Mons. Z. . . 




Paris 


10 





ler, Ellen 




York-place, Bright^m 


2 2 





ler, Luke 




Richmond House, Dane's Hill, 


Leicester .. 10 





J. 




per National Bank, Bayswater 


2 





imouth (Collection) 




— 


41 17 





ell Si Co., James 




— 


20 





ell. Ward 




per National Bank • , 


10 





3r Banking Company 


t • 


Dublin 


60 





1, Denny 


1 . 


per Sir John Barrington 


2 2 





inhage. Collection 


1 . 


South Afdca 


UO 





ro (Collection) . . 




California 


16 





3, A. H. 




St. Austell 


10 





i, Jamed 




do. .. •. 


10 





on & Co., li. . . 




Dublin 


3 3 





f, William 




Sn. 1 )agmar Road. London 


1 1 





y, The Misses . . 




Tunb id;;e WeLs 


1 





v,W. M. 




Bugiiaistown 


2 





era, Geor;ie 




London . • • , 


1 1 





ers & Sons. T. . . 




Manchester 


6 





orin, Andrieux ^ Co. 




Paris 


4 4 





nate (Collection) 




NcA- Zealand .. .. 


320 13 


1 


:er, Miss Lydiu B. , 




Elm Hall, Wanstead, London . 


11 





Ler, J. J. 




Univeraiiy Hall, I/ondon. W.C. 


2 2 





. Rev. F. H. 




per National Hank. D'lltlin 


10 





• r . 9. . . « 




p<fr National Bank. Biuswater 


2 2 





ii-Walla(Colcclion) 




Wyoming, United btatea 


1"2 M 


3 


ace borough do. 




Kent. Ontario 


28 11 


4 


iiigfordCiiU.ch 




per Rev. F. Chalker 


3 4 





iend-on-Tyne . . 




C 'lloction 


4.^ 10 





ole Br oilier 4 . . 




per Bank of Ireland 
Ca rricd forma rd 


10 







X 176,3^3 17 


1 



2 c 



870 



AFPfiHMK XIT. 





Bnwhi/orvard 1' 


ns,sw 


Wdih, P. 


Dublin ., 


M 




do. 


IS 


WJlew4Son 


pw F. Smith 4 Son, Dnblb .. 




■W«ltoB.Mi« 


Sniilhnnrt 




WsiTiurto.! Church., 


WarriigtoD .. 




W»ri*Co..A- .. 


Uek 




W»rd lock A Co. .. 


LondoD 




WMdi«. C. S. 


DubHn 




WnrrlrnM, J'-hn ,. 






WiiTiT.K Cli-irrli .. 


Heading 




W«ri.e * Co., Fr«iericlc 


Ui.d..n 




IVinliinifWii ICll-cuoii) 


United SUta .. 


soo 




'-O'lectinn in Bni ,. .. 






Ard-^stTML DiiMin 


M 


ivii>rforil an.i 'iJsmoro '. '. 


Collecti.'uaiD l>ioi'eM 


710 


Wai«..n, lit,l«rt .. 


pet Hnbrrtaon 4 Arnntt, Dundee 




■W«twiii,S. 


", Burgh.quar. Dublin 




Wawon, Mr*. 






We»v«r, W. 






Wel.b * Co., J. n. .. 


l>ui.lin 




WrdgewooJ & C... ., 


Tnnslall 




We«kei, (liM. 


I^ndi.n 




Wrir,J.raM 


per Thmns« Leetcb 


10 


Welch, H. 


I'amelford 




Weldon. C. 4J. .. 


tx.».).in 




Weltinfit 'D, (CnllMlion) 


N..--V Zealand .. 


L6a9 


WollB 4 Mi'l'ihui . 


DiiI'lin 




WeUg. Wni. F. .. 


Stoke, KewingtoQ ., 




WMlevan Charrl . , 




* 


Weit Cunil«rlftnd Iroa and Si...'. 






Cn. E.npl..r£. .. 


Workingrlon 


91 


Wm. narUeiK>ol „ 


.;..UMtion 


i'.o 


AWBt, K. i L, 






Wesi.Hrnrj'.,!.?. .. 


(H, N..nh Grwil Georce'* Mr»t. DiiMin . . 


ii 


Wert. H-nrj- W. .. 


10, Kit>i;'s liench Walk, Temple, London 


10 


West, Verr Itev. Pfan 


l>..Min 




We-lern AiiMruliu (.« "A'") 






WcBLport (C Urtticn 


X.H Zea'jind .. 


ifrfi 


W«BtoD, n.iiip 






"W-BT I*ih«iii Church 


Sir^lTan.N.Trolk 






Uaidenhead 




W. F.H. 






W.H. 






Wlu'l-y. Tliomw .. 


n^rG. J. Aloander, nnblin .. 




WlMiMo ft Sm«, Henrj 


per National Bsnk, Dnlilin . . 




Wh^elOT.Fiwdk. .. 


i<a<'lieBter 




Wh«eIit.S. 


per M.J. Briggs. Hri.) port Harbour 




White.n.K. 






White. Morri« 4 On. 


New York 


lU 


\VliLtehiH.-n (C.llpctLnn) 




loo 


■WhiHa.J, C.i^pX Co. 


Marke' -street. Bmnfiiid-ey, S. E. 




Wliiitle, J. Lo»Tv .. 


). Hnrwrnrt Ba Iditiga. Temple, London 




Whitp, B. N.Upt W. H. 


New.stre.'t. Loudon 




Wipgin. 4Co.. Henry 






Wiiin«B Choral SocietT 


ProoeedjofConecrt 




Wilkinson, JonriB ]. 


Stalevhridge 




Wigan. C.llftli.in) 


per Mnjor 


loo 


WiUand Parish 






WilliainB.J. R. 


iveriJ.I ■ .. 




Wiitisin9 4Sons,U. 


la, llirchin-lan-, MnnrJieater .. 


10 


W>Ila, W. S. 


CI. aring-oross London 




Wilmot,M. B. ,. 


ralt..n 




1)0.. K.4A. .. 


THltnn 





Wilmirtrlon (CoUertioni 


North Car. lina .. 


201 


Wiimslow, do. 


pftrjoiiuthonriin 


7 




CaTTifd/nTitard . . £ 


n9,a« 



LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIOxVS. 



371 



• • 



• • 



on* A* 

on, Chtrles 

oiit EiBngbam . • 

on, Mrs* 

nip6ff (Collectio*i) 

BtenMj, James .. 

»,Ad«G. 

I, Gh%rle8 

), E. L. A J. r. . . 

mmn 8t Co., J. F. 

;man 8t Koth . • 

B; Theodore 

'H, F. J. • • 

•d, Miss •• 

•dfield Si Hanbnrjr 

dhouse. Rev. £. • . 

dli'Ck, Wm. . • •< 

ids, Webb & Phiunix • , 

»1fenden d»Co., J. 

Do., & Sons 

caster Porcelain Co. Employes 

thington, A. 

I^bt, Agnes 

;ht, Mrs. 

g^ht, Mr-i. 

;ht, B. S. 

S. 

r. 
r. 

ner, Edward II. 
> Z. eL» 



% • 



Y. Z." 



ng Men's Bible Class 

nger & Co., Wm. 

c street Unitarian Church 



t Bnptist Chapel 

Subtcriptions since received — 
Garrison, Mauritius 
Aladras 
Bom hay 

Sydney 






• • 



Brought fonpard 

Halifax . . • , 

Glendoran Hoase, Cheltenham 

London • • • , 

Sonthport . . • , 

Maniioiia, Canada 

Roebuck . • , . 

Croydon . • • • 

do. . • • • 

do. • • 

per Mrs. Leetcli, Dublin 

do. do. . . 

Paris 

53, Bow street, Dublin 

per Oxford- -treet Branch National Bank 

per M. & S. Eaton 

iM ark-lane, London •• 

The Elms, Taunton 



Dublin 

Denton, near Manchester 

Bolton 

Worcester 

Kilmainham, Dublin 

V'iila Foraldo. Mentone, France 

Quintade Castella, Villa Nova de Qaia, Portugal 

Soutliiw'rt ,. ., .. 

Temple, London ., 

per National Bank, Ba.vswater 

di>. Oxford-street 

do. do. 

per National Bank, Bang's Cross 



St. John's, Paddington 

Kd in burgh 

Belfast 



Milfield 






• • 









• • 



• ■ 






Total Subscriptions received, per Balance Sheet 



179,885 11 S 

2 

100 

10 6 

5 

206 8 

10 




6 

5 
8 
1 
5 




2 

10 

1 

5 



5 












5 

2 



I 

5 
2 

10 6 
25 
5 


1 
5 

28 2 
5 5 
10 
10 

1 

1 

1 
1 



10 











5 





1 





I 





1 





5 





1 












11 

10 10 

5 18 







12 





179,; 96 2 

29 

iM\ 15 

490 

283 18 


4 
5 
1 

5 



180,633 16 3 



Note.-^AR Subscriptions received since 2>id December, 1880, will be acknowledged by the 

Trustees. 



BROWMB AND NOLAN, PHINTERS, DUOIJN. 






*v 



